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TO 

WILLIAM JAY, 
or 
BEDFORD, WESTCHESTER, 

ESQUIBE. 

My Dear Jay, 

An unbroken intimacy of four-and-twenty years may juflify 
the prefent ufe of your name. A man of readier wit than myfeli 
might, on fuch a fubject, find an opportunity of faying (bmething 
ckver, concerning the exalted fervices of your father. No weak 
teliimony of mine, however, can add to a fame that belongs 
already to pofterity; and one like myfelf, who has ib long known 
the merits, and has fo often experienced the friendfhip, of the 
(on, can find even better reafbns for offering thefe Legends to 
your nodce. 

Very truly and conftantly. 
Yours, 

THE AUTHOR. 



uCfi^i^^ 






PREFACE. 



TuK mannei in which the author became possessed 
^f the private incidents, the characters, and the descrip- 
tions contained in these tales, will, most probably, ever 
remain a secret between himself and his publisher. 
That the leading events are true, he presumes it is un- 
necessary to assert ; for should inherent testimony, to 
prove tliat important point, be wanting, he is conscious 
that no anonymous declaration can establish its credi- 
bility. 

But while he shrinks from directly yielding his au- 
thorities, the author has no hesitation in furnishing all 
the negative testimony in his power. 

In the first place, then, he solemnly declares that 
no unknown man, or woman, has ever died in his 
vicinity, of whose effects he has become the possessor, 
by either fair means or foul. No dark-looking stran- 
ger, of a morbid temperament, and of inflexible silence, 
has ever transmitted to him a single page of illegible 
manuscript. INTor has any landlord furnished him with 
materials to be worked up into a book, in order that 
the profits might go to discharge the arrearages of a 
certain consumptive lodger, who made his exit so un- 
ceremoniously as to leave tlie last item in his account, 
his funeral chai'ges. 
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He is indebted to no garrulous tale-teller for beguil- 
ing the long winter evenings; in ghosts he has no 
faith ; he never had a vision in his life ; and he sleeps 
too soundly to dream. 

He is constrained to add, that in no "puff," "squib," 
"notice," "article," or "review," whether in daily, 
weekly, monthly, or quarterly publication, has he been 
able to find a single hint that his humble powers could 
improve. No one regrets this fatality more than him- 
self; for these writers generally bring a weight of 
imagination to their several tasks, that, properly im- 
proved, might secure the immortality of any book, by 
rendering it unintelligible. 

He boldly asserts, that he has derived no informa- 
tion from any of the learned societies — and without 
fear of contradiction ; for why should one so obscure 
be the exclusive object of their favors I 

Notwithstanding he occasionally is seen in that eru- 
dite and abstemious association, the " Bread-and-Cheese 
Lunch," where he is elbowed by lawyers, doctors, ju- 
rists, poets, painters, editors, congressmen, and authors 
of every shade and qualification, whiether metaphysi- 
cal, scientific, or imaginative, he avers that he esteems 
the lore which is there culled, as far too sacred to bo 
used in any work less dignified than actual history. 

Of* the colleges it is necessary to speak with rever- 
ence; though truth possesses claims even superior to 
gratitude. He shall dispose of them by simply saying, 
that they are entirely innocent of all his blunders ; the 
little they bestowed having long since been forgotten. 

He has stolen no imaged from the deep, natural po- 
etry of Bryant ; no pungency from the wit of Halleck ; 
no felicity of expression from the richness of Percival ; 
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no satire from the caustic pen of Paulding ; no periods 
nor humor fipom Irving ; nor any high finish from the 
attainments exhibited by Yerplanck 

At the " soirfies" and " coteries des bas bleus'' he did 
think he had obtained a prize, in the dandies of litera- 
ture who haunt them. But experience and analysis 
detected his error ; as they proved these worthies unfit 
for any better purpose than tliat which their own in- 
stinct had already dictated. 

He has made no impious attempt to rob Joe Miller 
of his jokes ; the sentimentalists of their pathos ; or tlie 
newspaper Homers of their lofty inspirations. 

His presumption has not even imagined the vivacity 
of the Eastern States ; he has not analyzed the homo- 
geneous character of the Middle ; and he has left the 
South in the undisturbed possession of all their saturnine 
wit 

In short, he has pilfered from no black-letter book, 
or sixpenny pamphlet ; his grandmother unnaturally re- 
fused her assistance to his labors ; and, to speak affirm- 
atively, for once, he wishes to live in peace, and hopes 
to die in the fear of God. 
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In tills tale there are one or two slight anachronisms ; 
which, if unnoticed, might, with literal readers, draw 
some unpleasant imputations on its veracity. They 
relate rather to persons than to things. As they are 
believed to be quite in character, connected with cir^ 
cumstances much more probable than facts, and to 
possess all the harmony of poetic coloring, the author 
is utterly unable to discover the reason why they are 
not true. 

He leaves the knotty point to the instinctive sagacity 
of the critics. 

The matter of this " Legend" may be pretty equally 
divided into that which is publicly, and that which is 
privately certain. For the authorities of the latter, the 
autlior refers to the foregoing preface ; but he cannot 
dispose of the sources whence he has derived the for- 
mer, with so httle ceremony. 

The good people of Boston are aware of the credita- 
ble appearance they make in the early annals of the 
confederation, and they neglect no commendable means 
to perpetuate the glories of their ancestors. In conse* 
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quence, the inquiry after historical fact& is answered, 
there, by an exhibition of local publications, that no 
other town in the Union can equal. Of these means 
the author has endeavored to, avail hinwelf; collating 
with care, and selecting, as he trusts, with some of that 
knowledge of men and things which is necessary to 
present a faithful picture. 

Wherever he may have failed, he has done it hon- 
estly. 

He will not take leave of the " Cradle of Liberty" 
without expressing his thanks for the facilities which 
have been so freely accorded to his undertaking. It 
he has not been visited by aerial beings, and those fail 
visioxis that.poets best love to create, he is certain he 
will not be misconceived when he says that he has 
been honored by the notice of some resembling those 
who first inspired their fancies. 




^^^^3^^- 
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CHAPTER I. 



My weiuy soiil ihej seem to soothe, * 

And, nedolent of joy uid yonth, 

To breathe « seoood spring. Gbat. 

No American can be ignorant of the principal events that 
induced the Parliament of Great Britair, in 17 74, to lay those 
impolitic restrictions on the port of Boston which so effectually 
destroyed the trade of the chief town in her western colonies. 
Nor should it be unknown to any American, how nobly, and 
with what devotedness to the great principles of the controversy, 
the inhabitants of the adjacent town of Salem refused to profit 
by the situation of their neighbors and fellow-subjects. In 
consequence of these impolitic measures of the English govern* 
ment, and of the laudable unanimity among the capitalists of 
the times, it became a rare sight to see the canvas of any other 
vessels than such as wore the pennants of the king, whitening 
Hhe forsaken waters of Massachusetts Bay. 

Towards the decline of a day in April, 1776, however, the eyes 
of hundreds had been fastened on a distant sail, which was seen 
rising from the bosom of the waves, making her way along the 
forbidden track, and steering directly for the mouth of the pro* 
scribed haven. With that deep solicitude in passmg events 
which marked the period, a large group of spectators was col* 
lected on Beacon Hill, spreading from its conical summit fer 
down the eastern declivity, all gazmg intently on the object of 
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their common interest In so large an assemblage, however, 
there were those who were excited by rery diflferent feelings, 
and indulging in wishes direct] j opposite to each other. While 
the decent, grave, but wary citizen was endeavoring to conceal 
the bitterness of the sensations which soured his mind, under 
the appearance of a cold indifference, a few gay young men 
who mingled in the throng, bearing about their persons the trap- 
pings of their martial profession, were loud in their exultations, 
and hearty in their congratulations on the prospect of hearing 
from their distant homes and absent friends. But the long, 
loud rolls of the drums, ascending on the evening air, from the 
adjacent common, soon called these idle spectators, in a body, 
frx>m the spot, when the hill was left to the quiet possession of 
those who claimed the strongest right to its enjo3rment It was 
not, however, a period for open and unreserved communications. 
Long before the mists of evening had succeeded the shadows 
thrown from the setting sun, the hill was entirely deserted ; the 
remainder of the spectators having descended from the emi- 
nence, and held their several courses, singly, silent, and thought- 
ful, towards the rows of dusky roo& that covered the lowland, 
along the eastern side of the peninsula. Notwithstanding* this 
appearance of apathy, rumor — ^which, in times of great excite* 
ment, ever finds means to convey its whisperings, when it dare 
not bruit its information aloud — was busy in circulating the un- 
welcome intelligence, that the stranger was the first of a fleet, 
bringing stores and reinforcements to an army already too numer- 
ous, and too confident of its power, to respect the law. No 
tumult or noise succeeded this unpleasant annunciation, but the 
doors of the houses were sullenly dosed, and the windows dark- 
ened, as if the people intended to express their dissatisfaction, 
alone, by these silent testimonials of their disgust. 

In the mean time the ship had gained the rocky entrance to 
the harbor, where, deserted by the breeze, and met by an ad- 
verse tide, she lay inactive, as if conscious of the unwelcome 
reception she must receive. The fears of the inhabitants of 
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Boston had, however, exaggerated the danger f for the veBsel, 
instead of exhibiting the confused and disorderly throng of licen- 
tious soldiery which would have crowded a transport, was but 
thinly peopled, and her orderly decks were cleared of every in- 
cumbrance that could interfere with the comfort of those she 
did contain. There was an appearance in ihe arrangements of 
her external accommodations which would have indicated to an 
observant eye that she carried those who claimed the rank or 
possessed the means of making others contribute largely to their 
comforts. The few seamen who navigated the ship lay extended 
on different portions of the vessel, watching ihe lazy sails as 
they flapped against the masts, or indolently bending their looks 
on the pladd waters of the bay ; while several menials, in livery, 
crowded around a young man who was putting his eager inqui- 
ries to the pilot, that had just boarded the vessel off the Graves. 
The dress of this youth was studiously neat, and from the ex- 
cessive pains bestowed on its adjustment, it was obviously 
deemed, by its wearer, to be in the height of the prevailing cus- 
toms. From the place where this inquisitive party stood, nigh 
the main-mast, a wide sweep of the quarter-deck was unten- 
anted ; but nearer to the spot where the listless seaman hung 
idly over the tiller of the ship, stood a being of altogether dif- 
ferent mould and fSEvshion. He was a man who would have 
seemed in the very extremity of age, had not his quickj vigorous 
sieps, and the glowing, rapid glances from his eyes, as he occa- 
sionally paced the deck, appeared to deny the usual indications 
of many years. His form was bowed, and attenuated nearly to 
emaciation. His hair, which fluttered a little wildly around hi 
temples, was thin, and silvered to the whiteness of at least eighty 
winters. Deep frirrows, like the lines of great age and long en- 
dured cares united, wrinkled his hollow cheeks, and rendered 
the bold haughty outline of his prominent features still more re- 
markable. He was dad in a simple and somewhat tarnished 
iuit of modest gray, which bore about it the iU-concealed marks 
of long and neglected use. Whenever he turned his piercing 
31 
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took from tho shores, he moved swiftly al(Hig the deserted 
quarter-deck, and seemed entirely engrossed with the force of 
his own .thoughts, his lips moving rapidly, though no sounds 
were heard to issue from a mouth habitually silent He was 
under the influence of one of those sudden impulses in which 
the body, apparently, sympathized so keenly with the restless 
activity of the mind, when a young man ascended from the 
cabin, and took his stand among the interested and excited 
gazers at the land, on the upper deck. The age of this gentle* 
man might have been five-and-twenty. He wore a military 
cloak, thrown careljessly across his form, which, in addition to 
such parts of his dress as were visible through its open folds, 
sufficiently announced that his profession was that of arms. 
There was an air of ease and high &shion gleaming about his 
person, though his speaking countenance at times seemed mel- 
ancholy, if not sad. On gaining the deck, this young officer, 
encountering the eyes of the aged and restless being who trod 
its planks, bowed courteously before he turned away to the 
view, and in his tiurn became deeply absorbed in studying its 
fiading beauties. 

The rounded heights of Dorchester were radiant with the 
rays of the luminary that had just sunk behind their crest, and 
streaks of paler light were playing along the waters, and gilding 
the green summits of the islands which clustered across the 
mouth of the estuary. Far. in the distance were to be seen the 
tall spires of the churches, rising out of the deep shadows of the 
town, with their vanes glittering in the simbeams, while a few 
rays of strong light were dandng about the black beacon, which 
reared itself high above the conical peak, that took its name 
from the circumstance of supporting this instrument of alarms. 
Several large vessels were anchored among the islands, and be- 
fore the town, their dark hulls at each moment becoming less 
distinct through the haze of evening, while the summits of theu 
long lines of masts were yet glowing with the marks of day. 
From eacn of these sullen ships, from the low fortification whidi 
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ro6e above a small island deep in the bay, and from yarious 
elevations in the town itself the broad silky folds of the flag of 
England were yet waving in the currente of the passing air. 
The young man was suddenly arotssed from gazing at this 
scene by the quick reports of the evening guns, and while his 
eyes were yet tracing the descent of the proud symbols of the 
British power from their rei^etive places of display, he felt his 
arm convulsively pressed by the hand of his aged fellow pas- 
senger. 

" Will the day ever amve,'' said a low, hollow voice at his 
elbow, ** when those flags shall be lowered, never to rise again 
in this hemisphere ?" 

The young soldier turned his quick eyes to the countenance 
of the speaker, but bent them instantly in embarrassment on 
the deck, to avoid the keen, searching glance he encountered in 
the looks of the other. A long, and, on the part of the young 
man, a painful silence, succeeded this remark. At length the 
youth, pointing td the land, said — > 

" Tell me, you who are of Boston, and must have known it so 
long, the names of all these beautiful places I see." 

^ And ave you not of Boston, too f ** asked his old companion. 

^ Certainly, by birth, but an Ehiglishman by habit and educa- 
tion." 

^Accursed be the habits, and neglected the education, which 
would teach a child to forget its pa^ntage !" muttered the old 
man, turning suddenly, and walking away so rapidly as to be 
soon lost in the forward parts of the ship. 

For several minutes longer the youth stood absorbed in his 
own musings, wheUj as if recollecting his previous purposes, he 
called aloud— " Meriton I" 

At the sounds of his voice the curious group around the pilot 
instantly separated, and the highly ornamented youth^ before 
mentioned, approached the officer with a manner in which pert 
fisimiliUrity and fearful respect were peculiarly blended. With- 
out regarding the air of the other, however, or indeed without 
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even favoring him with a glance, the young soldier coc 
tinned-^ 

''I desired jou to detain the boat which boarded us, in 
order to convey me to the town, Mr. Meriton ; see if it be in 
readiness." 

The valet flew to execute this commission, and in an install 
returned with a reply in the affirmative. 

"^ But, sir," he continued, " you will never think of going in 
that boat, I feel very much assured, sir." 

^^ Your assurance, Mr. Meriton, is not the least of your re- 
commendations ; why should I not ?" 

^^ That disagreeable old stranger has taken possession of it, 
with his mean, filthy bundle of rags; and — ^" 

^ And what ? you must name a greater evil, to detain me 
here, than mentioning the fact that the only gentleman in the 
ship is to be my companion." 

^ Lord, sir !" said Meriton,^ glancing his eye upward in amaze- 
ment : ^* but, sir, surely you know best as to gentility of be- 
havior ; but as to gentility of dress — ^ 

^ Enough of this," interrupted his master, a little angrily ; 
^ the company is such as I am content with : if you find it un- 
equal to your deserts, you have my permission to remain in the 
ship until the morning — the presence of a coxcomb is by no 
means necessary to my comfort for one night" 

Without regarding the mortification of his disconcerted valet, 
the young man passed along the deck to the place where the 
boat was in waiting. By the general movement among the in- 
dolent menials, and the profound respect with which he wap 
attended by the master of the ship to the gangway, it was 
sufficiently apparent, that, notwithstanding his youth, it was this 
gentleman whose presence had exacted those arrangements in 
the ship, which have been mentioned. While all around him, 
however, were busy in fiEusilitating the entrance of the officer 
into the boat, the aged stranger occupied its principal seat, with ' 
an air of deep abstraction, if not of cool indifference. A hini 
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from the pliant Meriion, who had Yentured to follow his maftter, 
that it would be more agreeable if he would relinquish his 
place, was disregarded, and the youth took a seat by the side 
of the old man, with a simplicity of manner that his yalet in- 
wardly pronounced abundantly degrading. As if this humilia- 
tion were not sufficient, the young man, perceiving that a general 
pause had succeeded his own entrance, turned to his companion, 
and courteously inquired if he were ready to proceed. A silent 
wave of the hand was the reply, when the boat shot away from the 
vessel, leaving the ship steering for an anchorage in Nantasket 
The measured dash of the oars was uninterrupted by any 
voice, while, stemming the tide, they pulled laboriously up 
among the islands; but by the time they had reached the 
casUe, the twilight had melted into the softer beams from a 
young moon, and the surrounding objects becoming more dis- 
tinct, the stranger commenced talking with that quick and 
starUing vehemence which seemed his natural manner. He 
spoke of the localities with the vehemence and fondness of an 
enthusiast, and with the famiUarity of one who had long known 
their beauties. His rapid utterance, however, ceased as they 
approached the naked wharves, and he sunk back gloomily in 
the boat, as if unwilling to trust his voice on the subject of his 
country's wrongs. Thus left to his own thoughts, the youth 
gazed, with eager interest at the long ranges of buildings, which 
were now clearly viable to the eye, though with softer colors 
and more gloomy shadows. A few neglected and dismantled 
ships were lying at different points ; but the hum of business, 
the forests of masts, and the rattling of wheels, which at that 
early hour should have distinguished the great mart of the 
colonies, were wanting. In their places were to be heard, at in- 
tervals, the sudden bursts of distant, martial music, the riotous 
merriment of the soldiery who frequented the taverns at the 
water's edge, or the sullen challenges of tile sentinels from the 
vessels of war, as they vexed the progress of the few boats which 
the inhabitants still used in their ordinary pursuits* 
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*^ Here, indeed, is a change P ihe young officer exclaimed, ai 
they glided swiftly along this desolate scene ; " even my recol- 
lections, young and fading as they are, recall the difference." 

The stranger made no reply, but a smile of singular meaning 
gleamed across his wan features, imparting, by the moonlight, 
to their remarkable expression, a character of additional wild- 
ness. The officer was again silent, nor did either speak until 
the boat, having shot by the end of the long wharf, across whose 
naked boundaries a sentinel was pacing his measured path, in- 
clined more to the shore, and soon reached the place of its 
destination. 

Whatever might have been the respective feelings of the two 
passengers, at having thus reached in safety the object of their 
tiresome and protracted voyage, they were not expressed in lan- 
guage. The old man bared his silver locks, and, concealing his 
face with his hat, stood as if in deep mental thanks^ving at 
the termination of his toil, while his more youthful companion 
trod the wharf on which they landed with the air of a man whose 
emotions were too engrossing for the ordinairy use of words. 

"Here we must part^ sir," the officer at length said ; " but I 
trust the acquaintance, which has been thus accidentally formed 
between us, is not to be forgotten now there is an end to our 
common privations." 

" It is not in the power of a man whose days, like mine, are 
numbered," returned the stran^r, " to mock the Hberality of 
his God, by any vain promises that must depend on time for 
their fulfilment. I am one, young gentieman, who has returned 
iTom a sad, sad pilgrimage, in the other hemisphere, to lay his 
bones in this, his native land; but should many hours be granted 
me, you will hear further of the man whom your courtesy and 
kindness have so greatiy obliged." 

The officer was senidbly affected by the softened but solemn 
manner of his companion, and pressed his wasted hand ferventiy 
Hb he answered — 

" Do ; I ask it as a singular &vor : I know not why, but yor 
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have obtained a command of my feelings that no other being 
ever jet possessed ; and yet — 'tis a mystery, 'tis like a dream ; 
I feel that I not only venerate, but love you I" 

The old man stepped back, and held the youth at the length 
of his arm for a moment, while he fiastened on him a look of 
glowing interest, and then, raising his hand slowly, he pointed 
impressively upward, and said — 

^ 'Tis from heaven, and for God's own purposes : smother no« 
the sentiment, boy, but cherish it in your heart's core !" 

The reply of the youth was interrupted by sudden and vio- 
lent shrieks, that burst rudely on the stillness of the place, chilling 
the very blood of those who heard them, with their piteousness. 
The quick and severe blows of a lash were blended with the ex- 
clamations of the sufferer ; and rude oaths, with hoarse execra- 
tions, from various voices, were united in the uproar, which 
appeared to be at no greill distance. By a common impulse, 
the whole party broke away from the spot, and moved rapidly 
up the wharf in the direction of the sounds. As they ap- 
proached the buildings, a group was seen collected around the 
man, who thus broke the charm of the evening by his cries, in- 
terrupting his waitings with their ribaldry, and encouraging his 
tormentors to proceed. 

** Mercy, mercy, for the sake of the blessed God, have mercy, 
and don't kill Job !" again shrieked the anffidrer ; ^ Job will run 
your a'r'nds I Job. is half-witted I Meruy on poor Job 1 Oh ! 
vou make his flesh creep!" 

^ I'll cut the heart from the mutinous knave," interrupted a 
hoarse, «agcy voicci. ^ To refrise to drink the health of his 
majesty I" , 

" Job does wish hiifi good health--<^Job loves the king — only 
Job don't love rum." 

The officer had approached so nigh as to perceive thai the 
whole scene was one of disorder and abuse, and pushing aside 
the crowd of excited and deriding soldiers, who composed the 
tlirong, he broke at once into the eentze of the circle. 



22 L I O N X L L I S o !• ir. 



CHAPTER II. 

** Tbey^ have me whipped ft>r Bpeaking tme ; 
Thou'It have me whipped for lying; 
And sometime^ Fm whipped for holding my peaooi 
I had rather be any kind of a thing 
Than a fooL^ Lkae. 

^ What means this outcry f demanded the young man, arresV 
ing the arm of an infuriated soldier, who was inflicting the 
blows ; ^ by what authority is this man thus abused f " 

" By what authority dare you to lay hands on a British grena 
dier ?" cried the fellow, turning in his fury, and raising his lash 
against the supposed townsman. But when, as the officer 
stepped aside to avoid the threatened indignity, the light of the 
moon fell full upon his glittering dress, through the opening 
folds of his cloak, the arm of the brutal soldier was held sus- 
pended in air, with the surprise of the discovery. 

'^ Answer, I bid you," continued the young officer, his frame 
shaking with passion ; '^ why is this man tormented, and of what 
regiment are ye i^ 

" We belong to the grenadiers of the brave 47th, your honor,** 
returned one of the bystanders, in a humble, deprecating tone, 
" and we was just polishing this 'ere natural, because as he re^ 
\ise8 to drink the health of his majesty.*' 

^ He's a scornful sinner, that don't fear his Maker," cried the 
man in duresse, eagerly bending his face, down which big tears 
were rolling, towards his protector. ** Job loves the kii^, but 
Fob don't love rum I" 

The officer turned away from the cruel spectacle, as he bid 
the men untie their prisoner. Knives and fingers were instantiy 
put in requisition, and the man was Uberated, and suffered to 
resume his clothes. During this operation, the tumult and 
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busde, which had so recently distingaished the riotous scene, 
were succeeded by a stillness that rendered the hard breathing 
of the sufferer painfully audible. 

**H'owsirs, you heroes of the 47th P said the young man 
when the yictim of their rage was again clad, ^ know you this 
buttcm r The soldier, to whom thk question was more par- 
ticularly addressed, gazed at the extended arm, and, to his vast 
discomfiture, he beheld the magical numb^ of his own regi- 
ment reposing on the well-known white fticings that decorated 
the rich scarlet of the vestment No one presumed to answer 
this aj^al, and after an impressive silence of a few moments, 
he continued—^ 

" Ye are noble supporters of the well-earned fame <rf * Wolfe's 
own I' fit successors to the gallant men who conquered under 
the walls of Quebec ! Away with ye ! to-morrow it shall be 
looked to." 

'^ I hope your honor will remember he refused his majesty's 
health. I'm sure, sir, that if Colonel Neslntt was here him- 
self—" 

*^Dogl do you dare to hesitate! go, while you have per 
mission to depart" 

The disconcerted soldiery, whose turbulence had thus van- 
ished, as if by enchantment, before the frown of their superior, 
slunk away m a body, a few of the older men whispering to 
their comrades the name of the officer who had thus unexpect- 
edly appeared in the midst of them. The angry eye of the 
young soldier followed their retiring forms, while a man of them 
was visible ; after which, tumiiig to an elderly ciiizen, who, sup- 
ported on a crutch, had been a spectator of the scene, he 
asked— 

^ Enow you the cause of the cruel treatment this poor man 
has received ; or what in any manner has led to the violence ?'* 

'^The boy is weak," rotumed the cripple; ^ quite an inno- 
cent, who knows but little good, but does no harm. The sol- 
diers have been carousing in yonder dram-shop, and they often 
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get the poor lad in with them, and sport with his infirmity. If 
these sorts of doings an*t checked, I fear much trouble will grow 
out of them I Hard laws from t'other ode of the water, and 
tarring and feathering on this, with gentlemen like Colonel iNes- 
bitt at their head, will — ^ 

^ It is wisest for us, my friend, to pursue this subject no 
further," interrupted the officer. ^ I belong myself to *• Wolfe's 
own,' and will endeavor to see justice done in the matter ; as 
you will credit when I tell you that I am a Boston boj. But, 
though a native, a long absence has obliterated the marks of the 
town from my memory; and I am at a loss to thread these 
orooked streets. Enow you the dwelling of Mrs. Lechmere !" 

^ The house is well known to all in Boston," returned the 
oripple, in a voice sensibly altered by the information that' he 
was speaking to a townsman. ^ Job, here, does but little else 
than run of errands, and he will show you the way out of grat- 
itude ; won't you. Job !" 

The idiot, — ^for the vacant eye and unmeaning, boyish counte- 
aance of the young man who had just been Hberated, but too 
plainly indicated that he was to be included in that miserable 
class of human beings, — answered with a caution and reluctance 
that were a little remarkable, considering the recent circum- 
stances. 

'^ Ma'am Lechmere'sl Oh! yes,. Job knows the way, and 
could go there blindfolded, if— if — ^ 

^ If what, you simpleton S" exclaimed the zealous cripple. 

« Why, if 'twas daylight" 

'^Blindfolded, and day%htl do but hear the silly child! 
Come, Job, you must take this gentleman to Tremont-street, 
without further words. 'Tis but just sundown, boy, and you 
can go there and be home and in your bed befcMre the Old South 
strikes eight I" 

"^ Tes ; that all depends on which way you go," returned the 
reluctant changeling. ''Now, X know, neighbor Hopper, you 
couldn't go to Ma'am Lechmere's in an hour, if you went along 
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Lynn-fitreet^ and bo aloog^Pnnoe-^treet^ and back through Snow- 
Hill; and eapeciaUj if you thi6utd 4top any time to Jook at th« 
graves on Coppb,'' 

^^Ffihawl the fooljs in one oi liis.suIiA ^oyir, with hia Copps 
Hillf and the grayed T intern^ted the cripple,^ whpfse heart had 
vanned to his youthful townsman, aDil who would have volun- 
teered to show the way hiinselfl had his infirmities permitted 
thie exertion. ^ The gentleman must call; th0 grenadier^ back, 
to bring the child to reason." 

**Tb quite onneoessary to be harsh with the unfortunate 
'ad," said the young soldiet; ^' my xecollectionfl will probably 
aid me as I advance ; and should th^ not^ I can inquire of any 
passd^or I meet" 

^if Bosion Was what BostoiEi has been, you might ask such 
A qua»tiOii of a civil inhabitant, at any comer," said th^ cripple; 
^butit*srsre to see many of our people in tbd stieets At this 
hour, feinca the massaore. :Be«des, It is Saturday nighty you 
know; a fit time for these rioters to choose for their reyelries! 
For that matter, the soldiers have grown more insdent than 
cveK, since they have met thiU disappointment about the cannon 
/k>wn ^t Balem ; but I. needn't tell such es you what the soldi^s 
are when they get a UttJe savage." 

^ I know my comrades btit indifferently well, if their conduct 
to^n%ht be any specimen of their <^iiary demeaitor, sir,* re- 
tamed the officer : ^ but follow, Meriton ; I apprehend no great 
difficulty in onr piith.r 

The pliant valet lified th^ doak-b^ he. carried, from ih^ 
ground, and they were about to prooe^ when the natural 
edged himsdf in a sidelong, dov^nty manner, nigher to the 
gentleman, and looked earnestly up in his fiftoe for a moment, 
where he seemed to be gatheiing confidence to «ay — ^ Job will 
show the officer Ha'am Lechmere's, if the officetr won't let the 
grannies catch Job afore he gets off the North Snd ag*in.'' 

^* Ahr* said the young man, laughing, ^ there is something 
dt the cunning of a fool in that arrangement Well, I accept 

2 ^ 
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the condidcns; but beware how you take me to contemplate 
the graves by moonlight, or I shall deliver you not only to the 
grannies, but to the light infantry, artillery, and all." 

With this good-natured threat, the officer fc Uowed his nim- 
ble conductor, after taking a friendly leave of the obliging 
cripple, who continued his admonitions to the natural, not to 
wander from the direct route, while the sounds of his voice 
were audible to the retiring party. The progress of his guide 
was so rapid as to require the young officer to confine his sur- 
vey of the narrow and crooked streets through which they 
passed, to extremely hasty and imperfect glances. No very 
minute observation, however, was necessary to perceive that he 
was led along one of the most filthy and inferior sections of the 
town ; and where, notwithstanding his efibrts, he found it im- 
possible to recall a single feature of his native place to his re- 
membrance. The complaints of Meriton, who followed dose at 
the heels of his master, were loud and frequent, until the gen- 
tleman, a little doubting the nncenfy of his intractable conduct- 
or, exclaimed — 

^ Have you nothing better than this to show a townsman, 
who has been absent seventeen years, on his return ! Pray let 
us go through some better streets than this, if any there are in 
Boston which can be called better." 

The lad stopped short, and looked up in the face of the 
speaker, for an instant, with an air of undisguised amazmnent, 
and then, without replying, he changed the direction of his 
route, and after one or two more deviations in his path, suddenly 
turning again, he glided up an alley, so narrow that the passen 
ger might touch the buildings on either side of him. The officer 
hesitated an instant to enter this dark and (^rooked passage, but 
perceiving that his guide was already hid by a bend in the 
houses, he quickened his steps, and immediately regained the 
ground he had lost They soon emerged from the obscurity of 
the place, and issued on a street of greater width. 

^ There T said Job, triumphantly, when they had effected this 
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gloomy passage, ^ does the king live in so crooked and oaiTOw 
a street as that r 

^His majesty must yield the point in your favor," returned 
the officer. 

^ Ma'am Lechmere is a grand lady P continued the lad, seem- 
ingly following the current of his own fanciful conceits, ^ aui 
she wouldn't live in that alley ^r the world, though it is nar- 
row, like the road to heaven, as old Nab says ; I suppose they 
call it after the Methodies for that reason." 

'^I have heard the road you mention termed narrow, certainly, 
but it is also called strait^^ returned the officer, a little amused 
with the humor of the lad ; ^ but forward, the time is slipping 
away, and we loitw." 

Again Job turned, and moving onward, he led the way, with 
swift steps, along another ' narrow and crooked path, which, 
however, letter deserved the name of a street, under the pro- 
jecting stories of the wooden buildings, which lined its sides. 
After following the irregular windings of their route for some 
distunce, they entered a triangular area, of a few rods in extent, 
where Job, disr^arding the use of the narrow walk, advanced 
directly into the centre of the open space. Here he stopped 
once more, and, turning his vacant £Ace with an air of much 
seriousness towards a building which composed one side of the 
triangle, he said, with a voice that expressed his own deep ad- 
miratioh — 

** There — ^that's the • Old North ? did you ever see such a 
meetin'us' afore ! does the king worship Grod in such a temple!" 

The officer did not diide the idle liberties of the fool, for in 
the antiquated and quiet architecture of the wooden edifice, he 
recognized one of those early efforts of the simple, puritan 
builders, whose rude tastes have been transmitted to their pos* 
terity with so many deviations in the style of the same school, 
but so little of improvement Blended with these considera- 
tions, were the dawnings of revived recollections ; and he smiled, 
AS he recalled the time when he also used to look up at the 
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bsilding with feelings somei^bat allied to the profound admira- 
tion of the idiot. Job watched his countenance tiarrowly, ai^d 
eanly mistaking its expression, Im extended his arm to^vr^rjs one 
of the narrowest of the avenues that entered the ^roa, where 
stood a few houses of more tjian o<Hnmon..pFete&aion4 . . 

^ And there i^^in P he eontiiitted ; ^Hmre^^ palace^ for you I 
stingy Xoziuny lived in the one injbh, the. pile-iaxters, aod the 
flowers liangmg to their tops ; and see the cfQwns oti thein, too! 
stingy Tommy loved orowns, they say ; but Roviiwje'ua' wnsn't 
good enough for him, and be lived here-^now they say he lives 
in one of the king's cupboards !" 

^ And who was stingy Toouny? and w>at fighit bad be to 
dwell in Province House, if he would ?" . 

^ What light has any governor to live in FroyinceW I be- 
cause it's the Jdsg's, though the pea|de paid for it I" 

^ Pray, sir, excuse me,^ said Heriton, from bebiud ; . ^ but do 
the Americans usually call all their goveriiors stingy Tommiesf ' 

The office turned his bead at this vapid, quesdon from his 
valet, and p^ceived that he had been ac^mpanied liiua tax by 
the aged straiigec, who stood at his ialbow^ leaniDlg otn bis. stafi^ 
studying with dose attention the Idte dwelling of Huifhinson, 
while the light of the moon fell, undbstnicted, on the deep lines 
of his haggard &oe. ZHuing the first aurprise of this discovery 
he forgot to reply, and Job took the vindicatioti of his language 
into his own hands. 

** To be sure they do— rth^ call people by their right names," 
he said. ^' Insygu Peck is called Jnq^gn Peqk ; and you call 
Deacon Winslow any thing but Deabon Winslow, and see what 
a look hell give you I and I am Job Pray, 9o called; and why 
shouldn't a governor be oalled stingy Tonuny, if he is a stingy 
Tommy?" 

. '*Be careful how you speak lightly of the king's rejHresenta- 
tive," said the youi^g officer, raising his light cane with the a£feo- 
tali<m of correcting the changeling* ''Forget you that I am a 
soldier r 
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The idiot shrufik back a litUe^ titnidlj, and then leering from 
under his sittiken brow, he answered — 

**I heaid ybti say you were a Boston boy.** 

Hie genil^ttian was about to laottttke a playfiil Pdply, when the 
aged stranger piissed swifUy before Imn, and took his eftand at 
the side of the lad With a manner so remarkable for its eamestr 
ness that it entirely changed the cttrrent of his thotights. 

***nie young man knows the ti^ of blood and country/' ihe 
stranger muttered, * and I honor hmi P 

It might have been the sudden recollection of the danger of 
these allusions, which the officer so well understood, and to 
which his accidental association with the singular being who 
uttered iheni had begun to familiarize his ear, that induced the 
youth to resume Ms walk, silently, and in deep thought, along 
the street By Hiis'inovement he escaped obsernng the coidia] 
grasp of the band which the old stranger bestowed on the idiot^ 
while he muttered a feW'more terms of commetidation. Job 
soon tookbn station in front, tod the whole party moved on 
agalh, ihoug!i with less rapid strides. As the lad advanced 
deeper into the town he evideatiy wavered once or twice, in his 
cboice of streets, and the officer began to Emspetot that the 
changeling contemplated one of his wild <m<cuitB, to avoid the 
direct route to a house that he manifestly approached with great 
reluctance. Once or twice the young soldier looked about him, 
intending to inquire the direction of ib^ first passenger he might 
see ; but the quiet of deep m'ght already perv^ed the place, and 
not an individual, but those who aeoompamed him, appeared in 
the long ranges of streets they had passed. • The air of the guide 
was becoming so tSogged atid hesitating thskt his; foUower' bad 
just determined- io make an applic^On ait one of the doors, 
when they emerged from a dark, dirty, and gloomy stueet on an 
open spac6 of much greater extent than the otfe they had so 
recenily left. Passing'under the waDs of a blifickened dwelfing, 
lob led the way to the centre of a swinging bridge, which was 
thrown across an inlet from the harbor, that extended a short 



30 LIONEL LINCOLN. 

distance into the area, forming a shallow dock. Here he took 
his stand, and allowed the view of the surrounding objects tc 
work its own effect on those he had conducted thither. The 
square was composed of rows of low, gloomy, and irregular 
houses, most of which had the appearance of being but Httie 
used. Stretching from the end of the basin, and a little on one 
side, a long narrow edifice, ornamented with pilasters, perforated 
with arched windows, and surmounted by a humble cupola, 
reared its walls of brick under the light of the moon. The story 
wliich held the rows of silent, glistening windows, was supported 
on abutments and arches of the same material, through the 
narrow vistas of which were to be seen the shambles of the 
conmion market-place. Heavy cornices of stone were laid 
above and beneath the pilasters, and something more than the 
unskilful architecture of the dwelling-houses they had passed 
was affected throughout the whole structure. While the officer 
gazed at this scene the idiot watched his countenance with a 
keenness exceeding his usual observation, until, impatient at 
hearing no words of pleasure or of recognition, he exclaimed — 

" If you don't know Funnel Hall, you are no Boston boy T' 

^But I do know Faneuil Hall, and I am a Boston boy," re- 
turned the amused gentleman. ^^The place begins to freshen 
on my memory, and I now recall the scenes of my child- 
hood." 

** This, then," said the aged stranger, " is the spot where lib- 
erty has found so many bold advocates I" 

"• It would do the king's heart good to hear the people talk 
in old Funnel, sometimes," said Job. "I was on the comishes, 
and looked into the winders, the last town-meetin'-<ia', and if 
there was soldiers on the common, there was them in the hall 
that didn't care for them !" 

^^ All this is very amusing, no doubt," said the officer, gravely, 
^ but it do<3s not advance me a foot on my way to Mrs. Lech- 
mere's." 

^It is also instructing," exclumed the stranger; ^go on 
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diiild : I love to hear his simple feelings thus expressed ; they 
indicate the state of the public mind.*' 

^ Why," said Job, ^^ they were plain-spoken, that* s all ; and it 
would be better for the king to come over and hear thom ; it 
would pull down his pride, and make him pity tlie people, and 
then he wouldn't think of shutting up Boston harbor. Suppose 
he should stop the water from coming in by the Narrows, why, 
we should get it by Broad Sound ! and if it didn't come by 
Broad Sound, it would by Nantasket I He needn't think that 
tibe Boston folks are so dumb as to be cheated out of God's 
water l^ acts of Parhament, while old Funnel stands in the 
Dock Square I" 

^'Sirrah!" exclaimed the officer, a little angrily, '^we have 
already loitered vbatil the clocks are striking eight" 

The idiot lost his animation, and lowered in his looks again, 
as he answered — 

''Well, I told neighbor Hopper there was more ways to 
Ma'am Lechmere's than straight forward ; but everybody knows 
Job's business better than Job himsel£ Now you make me f(»v 
get the road : let us go in and ask old Nab ; she knows the 
way too well I" 

^ Old Nab ! you wilful dolt I who is Nab, and what have I to 
do with any but yourself f" 

"Everybbdy in Boston knows Abigail Pray." 

'' What of her f asked the startling voice of the stranger ; 
'' what of Abigail Pray, boy f is she not honest ?" 

^ Yes, as poverty can make her," returned the natural, gloom- 
ily : '' now the king has said there shall be no goods but tea 
sent to Bostcm, and the people won't have the bohea, it's easy 
living rent free. Nab keeps her huckster stuff in the old 
ware'us', and a good place it is, too. Job and his mother have 
each a room to sleep in, and they say the king and queen 
haven't more !" 

While he was speaking, the eyes of h's listeners were drawn 
by his gestures towards ihi& singular edifice to which he alluded. 
82 
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lake most of the others adjacent to the square, ic was low, old 
dirty, and dark. Its shape was triangular, a street bounding it 
on each side, and its extremities were flanked hj as many low 
hexagonal towers, which terminated, like the main buildii^ 
itself^ in high pointed roo&, tiled, and capped with rude omar 
ments. Long ranges of small windows were to he seem in the 
dusky walls, thuough one of whi^h the light of a solitary caiidle 
was glimmering; the only indication of the presence, of life libout 
the sihtit and gloomy buildkig. 

^Nab knows Ma'am Lechmere better than Job^'' centinued 
the idiot^ after a moment'^ pause, * and she will know whether 
Ma'am Lechmere will have Job whipped for bringing opihpany 
on Saturday nighty though th^ say sW^ so faH of scofiery as 
to talk, drink tea, and laugh dii that night, Josit' the Same as 
any other time.'* 

^ I will pledge myself to her courteous treatment," tiie officer 
relied, begimiiiig to be we^ of the^fodl's delay. ^ • 

''Let us see this Al»gall Fray,^ cried the aged sicangeir, 
sudda:dy sei^Bg Job by die arm, and leading him, with a sort 
of irresistible poW^, towairds the Walls of the bidlding^ through 
one of the low doors of which they immediately disappeared. 

Thus left OB the bridge, with his valet^ the young officer hesi- 
tated a single instant how to act; but yielding' to the secret and 
powerful interest which the strange had succeeded in throwing 
aromid all his movements and opinions, he bade Meriton aWait 
his return, and followed his guide and the old man into ^e 
cheerless habitation of the ^^qner. On passing the ouj^ door 
he found himself m a* spaciotn but rude apartment^ which, from 
its appearance, as well as hcit the few artides ^ heavy but 
valtieleiBs imerehandise it now contained, would seeik^ to have 
been used once as a; storehouse/ The light dtew his stops to- 
wards a room in oiie of the toWerS) where, as he a^rOached its 
open door, he heard the loud sharp tones of a wooian^s voice, 
. exdaiming — 

'^ Where have you been, graceless, this Satnrdlty mghtf 



LXOVSL LINCOLN. 83 

taggiDg at Hie heels of tlie soldiers, or gazing at the men-of-war, 
with their ungodly fashions i^maaic andretdry at such a time, 
I darftto sayl and you knew that a ship was in the bay, and 
that Madam Lecbmera haddesiied raetQ send her the.fiivt no- 
tice o£ ita amvaL Here have Ii>een waiting fcor yoii to go up 
to TremoiitiBtroet since. sondo^o^ with the news^and you are 
out of call — ^you, that know so well who it is she expects P 

^DaiQ.t be croas to Job, mother^, £>r the grannies haire. been 
cutdn^ his back with cords till the blood runs ( - Ha'am Lech- 
mere I I do believe, mother, that Ma'am Lechmere has moved ; 
for Pve been trying to find her house this hour, because there's 
a gentleman who landed &om the ship wanted Job to show him 
the way." . .. : i. . . ^ . . 

'^ What means the ignorant boy;!" axclaimed his mother. 
.^ ''.He alludes to me," said:ihe dffioer, entering >th9. apartment ; 
f* 14011 the perBOD, if' any, expected by Mrs». Lechmere, a^d have 
just landed from the Avon, of Bristol v but your son has led me 
a cin^uitaus path, indeed:; at onetime he spoim. of .inatiDg the 
graves on: Goj^'s iQSlL" 

''Ikcuse ihe ignorant !and witless child, sir," exclaimed the 
matron, eyeing the young man kosnly through h^ spectacles ; 
** he knowsi the way as weU.iBS to has own bed, but he is wilful 
at times. This will be a joy&I night in TremcHit-street 1 80 
faaodtome^ and so^fitatefy, .to6 1 £x0use me^ ybui^ gezxtleman,'^ 
she , added, ilunng the j6aiidle ibihSs. featuiea with . in ievident 
uiicons(douBnaBs; of ^he .act^^''iie:hits.£he:8weet^ smile of the 
fDothdr, and the terxib^ eye of hisiither! .€bd forgive us all 
oursiie^ iuidimake us'happiisr in. another world tiiiBn in this 
place of e(ril :and wibkadheBsT As shenmiiared the latter 
words, the woman seaside her candle with an air of singular 
agitation. £aidifgdlaUe,:n6twidmtancUnglLer aecmt intention, 
wis^hekrd fay the bffie^' aevto #ho8e eouhtenknbe tb^ paased 
a Sttddcoi gloom thaii4od>led its sad ei^nesBien. . He, however, 
saicU-' "^ • ■ >-! f •.' '.' ■•:•■'■ 

^You knowmeandmy &mily, tfienr' /' ' 
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** I was at your birth, young gentleman, and a joyful birth it 
was ! but Madam Lechmere waits for the news, and my unfor- 
tunate child shall speedily conduct yon to her door ; she will 
tell you all that it is proper to know. Job, you Job, where are 
you getting to, in that comer f take your hat, and show tlie 
gentleman to Tremont-etreet directly : you know, my son, you 
love to go to Madam Lochmere's." 

"Job would never go, if Job could help it," muttered the sul- 
len boy ; "and if Nab had never gone, 'twould have been better 
for her soul." 

"Do you dare, disrespectful viper!" exclaimed the angry 
quean, seizing, in the violence of her fury, the tongs, and threat- 
ening the head of her stubborn child. 

" Woman, peace I" said a voice behind. 

The dangerous weapon fell from the nerveless hand of the 
vixen, and the hues of her yellow and withered countenance 
changed to the whiteness of death. She stood motionless for 
near a minute, as if riveted to the spot by a superhuman power, 
before she succeeded in muttering, " Who speaks to me 1" 

" It is I," returned the stranger, advancing from the shadow 
of the door into the dim light of the candle ; "a man who has 
numbered ages, and who knows, that as God loves him, so is he 
bound to love the children of his loins." 

The rigid limbs of the woman lost their stability in a tremor 
that sho<^ every fibre in her body ; she sunk in her chair, and 
her eyes rolled from the &ce of one visitor to that of the other, 
while her unsuccessM efforts to utter, denoted that she had 
temporarily lost the command of speech. Job stole to the side 
of the stranger, in this short interval, and looking up in his &c« 
piteously, he said— # 

"Don't hurt old Nab — ^read that good saying to her out of ^ 
the Bible, and shell never strike Job with the tongs ag'in; will 
you, mother f See her cup, where she hid it under the towel, 
when you came in! Ma'am Lechmere ^ves her the p'ison 
tea to drink, and then Nab is never so good to Job as Job 
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noujid be to mothor, if mother was half-witted, and Job was 
old Nab." 

The stranger considered the moving countenance of the boy, 
while he pleaded thus earnestly in behalf of his mother, with 
marked attention, and when he had done, he stroked the head 
of the natural compassionately, and said — 

'^ Poor, imbecile child I God has denied the most precious 
of his giflts^ and yet his Spirit hovers around thee ; for thou 
canst distinguish between austerity and kindness, and thou hast 
learnt to know good from evil. Young man, see you no moral 
in this dispensation ? nothing which says that Providence be- 
stows no gift in vain ; while it points to the difference between 
the duty that is fostered by indulgence, and that which is ex- 
torted by power ?" 

The officer avoided the ardent looks of the stranger, and after 
an embarrassing pause of a moment, he expressed his readiness, 
to the reviving woman, to depart on his way. The matron, 
whose eye had never ceased to dwell on the features of the old 
man, since her faculties were restored, arose slowly, and in a 
feeble voice directed her son to show the road to Tremont-street 
She had acquired, by long practice, a manner that never failed 
to control, when necessary, the wayward humors of her child, 
and on the present occasion, the unwonted solemnity imparted 
to her voice by deep a^tation, aided in effecting her object 
Job quietly arose and prepared himself to comply. The man- 
ners of the whole party wore a restraint, which implied they 
had touched on feelings that it would be wiser to smother, and 
the separation would have been silent, though courteous, on the 
part of the youth, had he not perceived the passage still filled by 
the motionless form, of the stranger. 

" You will precede me, sir," he said : " the hour grows late, 
and you, too, may need a guide to find your dwelling." 

"To me the streets of Boston have long been familiar," re- 
turned the old man. " I have noted the increase of the town 
08 the parent notes the increasing stature of his child ; nor is 
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my love for it less than paternal. It is enough that I am within 
its limits, where liberty is prized as Uie greatest good ; and it 
matters not under what roof I lay my head — this will do as well 
as another.'^ 

^This P echoed the otiier^ glancing his eyei^oyer the miserar 
ble furniture, and scanning the air <^ pov^ltty thai pervaded Hie 
place ; ^ why, this house has even less ai comfort than the ship 
we have left I" 

** It has enough for my wants,^ said the stranger, seating him^ 
self with composure, and deliberately placiing his btindie by his 
side. ''Go you to your pfdace in Tremoht-street : :it shiedl be 
my care that we meet again.'' 

The oflScer understood the diacacter c^ his compapioa too 
well to hesitate, and bending low, he quitted the apartment, 
leaving the other leaning his head on his cane, in absent musing, 
while the amazed matron was gfuing at her uneipected gueii 
with a wonder that was not unmiiigled with dread. - i « 
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CHAPTER III. 

*FTom,Bilyer spouts the gratefhl liquors glides 
Wkile OhiiM^ eaitti noelTeB Hm amokteg tid* : 
At once tbej $ntify their scent and taste, 
And freqaent cups prolong the rich repast* 

Thx recollection of tlie reputed admoDitioui of: his mother 
■enred to keep Job to his purpoee. The instant the^ officer ap- 
l^ared, he held his way across the bridge, and afber proceeding 
for a short distance farther along the witer'* edge, they entered 
a broad and well-built arenne, which led ^m the, principal 
whjtffixito the upper parts of the town. Tozning up this street, 
the lad was making his way, with great eamestdeas^ whe9 soonds 
of high merriment and convrrialilyv breaking from 4n (Opposite 
builduig, caught his attention, and in^^ioed.'hini to pause. . 

** Remember your mother's injunedon,? inid the Officer; 
^' whai jMe. you in that tavern to stare at r 

^*Tis the British Coffee House," said Joli, ahaldh^ hi6. h^; 
^yes, anybody might know that by the noise they make in't on 
Saturday night t See 1 it's ffiled hoir wiih Lord Beot'a offit^rs, 
flaring afbre the winddwa, just like so many red ^ devils ^.b^ to- 
morrow, T^hen ihe (M South.bell linga, tfaey'U forget thieir Lord 
and Maker, every ainner among ihiunP 
- •* Fellowrexohiimed the officer,** this iil trespassing toafiir — 
proceed to Tremont-street, or leave me, that I may, at <«Ke, pro- 
cure another gdide;^ . 

Tl^ changeling <iast a ]b6k a»d6 at the angry ^ye of the 
other, and tiien ttutted and 'proceeded, mattering soikjiidaa t6' be 
overheard— 

*^'Ewry boy 'it^s raised in' Boston, khows'how to. keep 
Sefinrdlrf i^ght ;' and if you^ a Boeion boy, yon .idibuMiibtQ 
B6st6ii ways.** 
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The officer did not reply, and as they now proceeded with 
great diligence, they soon passed through King and Queen 
streets, and entered that of Tremont At a little distance from 
the turning. Job stopped, and pointing to a bmlding near them, 
he said — 

'* There ; that house with the courtyard afore it, and the pilo- 
axters, and the grand-looking door, that's Ma'am Lechmere's ; 
and everybody says she's a grand lady ; but I say it is a pity 
she isn't a better woman." 

** And who are you, that rentures thus boldly to speak of a 
lady so much your superior ?" 

*^ 1 1" said the idiot, looking up simply into the face of his in- 
terrogator, ** I am Job Pray, so called." 

" Well, Job Pray, here is a crown for you. The next time 
you act as guide, keep more to your business. — ^I tell you, lad. 
I <^er a crown." 

** Job don't love crowns — ^they say the kmg weara a crown, 
and it makes him flaunty and proud like." 

^ The disa£fection must have i^read itself wide, indeed, if such 
as he refuse silver, rather than oflfend their principles I" mut- 
tered the officer to himself — '' Here then is half a ^nea, if you 
like gold better." 

The natural contmued kicking a stone abotit with his toes, 
without taking his hands from his pockets where he wore them 
ordinarily, with a sort of idle air, as he peered fix)m under his 
slouched hat at this renewed offer, answering — 

"• You wouldn't let the grannies wh^ Job, Und Job won't take 
your money." 

^ Well, boy, there is more of gratitude in that than a wiser 
man would always feel I Come, Meriton, I stiall meet the poor 
fellow again, and will not forget this. I commission you to see 
the lad better dressed, in the beginning of the week." 

** Lord, sir," said the valet, ^if it is your pleasure, most cer- 
tainly ; but I declare I don't know in what style I should dress 
such a figure and countenance, to make any thing of them I" 
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** Sii*, sir,'^ cried the lad, running a few steps after the officer, 
who had akeadj proceeded, ^ if jou won't let the grannies h^at 
Job any more, Job will always show you the way through Bos- 
ion ; and run your aVnds too l" 

"• Fooc fellow I well, I promise that you shall not be again 
nbused by any of the soldiery. Good-night, my honest Mend — 
let me see you again." 

The idiot appeared satisfied with this assurance, for he imme- 
diately turned, and gliding along the street with a sort of shuf- 
fling gait^ he soon disappeared round the first comer. In the 
mean time the young officer advanced to the entrance which led 
into the courtyard oi Mrs. Lechmere's dwelling. The house 
was of bricks, and of an exterior altogether m<»>e pretending 
than most of those in the lower parts of the town. It was 
heavily ornamented, in wood, according to the taste of a some- 
what earlier day, and presented a front of seven windows in its 
two upper stories, those at the extr^nes being much narrower 
than the others. The lower flow had the same arrangement, 
with the exception of the {principal door. 

Strong lights were shining in many parts of the house, which 
gave it, in comparison with the gloomy and darkened edifices in 
its vicinity, an air of peculiar gayety and life. The rap of the 
gentleman was answered instantly by an old black, d^ressed in a 
becoming, and what, for the colonies, was a rich livery. The 
inquiry for "Mis, Leohmere was successful, and the youtib was 
conducted through a hall of some dimensions, into an apart* 
ment which opened from one of its sides. This room would be 
considered, at the present day, much too smaU to contain the 
£E»hion of a country town ; but what importance it wanted in 
size, was amply compensated for in the richness and labor of its 
decorations. The walls were divided into compartments^ by 
raised panel-work, beautifully painted with imaginary landscapes 
^nd rains. The glittering, varnished sur&ces of these pictures 
were burdened with armorial bearings, which were intended to 
illustrate the alliances of the family. Beneath the surbase were 
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im^r diridons of pftfldb, panted with varioHg ardiitectural 
devices ; «ii4 above it rose, between the cpmpairttiieBftBy fluted 
pilasteon of wood, with gilded c^pitak* A heavy wooden and 
highly ornamented cornice stretched above tht whole, Ibmish- 
ing an apt>roptmte ^utKne to the wa&. The lise of etfpets was, 
at that time, bu^ tittle Jmown hi the colonies, tbongh the wealdi 
and station of Mrs. Lechmere would probaUy hare mtrodueed 
the luseury, had not her age, and the niatiire of the building, 
t^Ddpted her to adhere to aiiGieiiti<eustom. The iloor^ which 
shone equally with the furniture, was ,tes8eUated with snoiaU al- 
ternate squares of red'H>edar and ipine^ and iii .the centre ^vreee 
the ' saliant Jikms* <of Lednoere, ati^npted • by the blasonry ot 
the joiner. ' On eithisr i^ide of the ponderous^and labored mantel 
were arched; compartments, of plainer work,* deikyting «se^ the 
sliding panels )of ohe :af which, :being>Tafisedv displayed fi }mMi 
groaning with massive plate. The ftnrnitbTe waiold, rich, and 
heavy^ but in perfect preservation, hi the npddst ofthip soaie 
of colonial spl^dor, whkh was rendered as^ impressive as possi- 
ble by the presence of ■nimi^x>|» waxea lights, a }ady^ far in the 
dechne of fife, sat, in formal propQety,.4»i 'a small pettee. The 
officei' had thrown hift doak into the handa of Meriton; in the 
hall, and as he advanced ,iip the «partip^l»s:£>nn appeared 
in thegay diiess^ of a soldier, giving to its ease: and fine. {Mropqf- 
tions the additional chsnh of' military garni^ The iuod, 
severe eye of the lady senaihly softened with pleased a^irpxiBe, 
as it dwelt on his person foran instant afWrisb^jarose to ceoNve 
her guest; but the momiaQtarys^exK^ewiuL first, broluk by t^ 
youth, who said^ J.', 

■ '■ -^1 have entuBdunatooamsed,: for my impatience has-eat- 
beeded toy breeding, inadam^ while each [step Ilunne taken: in 
this house recalls thai days of my boyhood,, and of my former 
freedom :wi1iiin its walls.^ I. •'• ' ; ' ; ^ . ^ - i j . ./. 

^ tf y . cousin Isiiioblnf ^linie^ruf)^ the hdy^ who:nna[ Mbs. 
Lechmeiw; ^^tfaat'dark ^e^ithat anaaJe^nayyyour.iretyfJiiep^ bb- 
nottneea iyoul I must have foEgotteh my poor brother; and 
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voe also who irt still sa dea)r to ns^ not to hare known }'ou a true 
Lincoln/' 

There was a distance in the manner of both, at meeting, which 
might easilj- hare been im^rted by tfad {M«dse fMnnuta of ihe 
provincial schooV of which the lady was^ so distinguished a 
member^ but wMch was not dnffideiit to explain the sad ex- 
{>re8^<m <^sit «uddenly and pio^erfttUy blended 'with the 3px>Ung 
man's smilie, as she s|>oke« The change, however^ was bu( 
momentary, and he answered courteously to her assurances ot 
recognition^ — . ; . 

^'I fatfre long' beentliiight to^ expect a' second home in fro- 
mont^^treet, and I fiad by yout flattering remembrance of my- 
self anid pat«ntS)' d^kt madam, that my e;cpeeftadpnfl are jus- 
tified/'' : - -. :' ■ ' ■■'■•■■ ■ ■ 'V-.^ "'•••• ■ ■ • 

The lady mm sensibly pleased at thisiismafli:^ ahijslie Buffered 
a smile to unbend herfigid brqw, .a6 she answered'-^ 

^ A home, certainly, though it be not such a one ad the heir 
of the wealtliy^ house of LincoM may hare b)9^ iK^ustomed' to 
dwell in. It would be stai^ange, indeed ocmld- any, allied to lihat 
honorable tkmMy, €>rget to enterlain its representatite irith dtw 
iwp^ot" -'.' ^ " '-•'■■ 

Tlie youth seemed coiti|<a&us that quite'as ihtfoh had now 
been said as'the ocf^asion r^uiredvatid h^fajBed his: head from 
bo^ng respectfally on her hand^ with the ititentkai of changing 
the subject to one less personal, when l^s eye ic^gfat a glimpse 
of the figure of andth^^ afid m^a*^. y^tfafiil^femide, who had 
been ooBcealed, htbh^rto^ by the drftpery of & wi&doW^curtain. 
Advandtig to '- this young lady, he* i^d, ^h a quiokness that 
rather li^tr^yed ^ his wtUifignesa to suspend l^irtlker oompli- 
ment — '"•: ^' " 

^And'.heretftee one Also,4io1irhotiArIiha>ire'th> honov of ibe- 
Big«dated^M]ss]>7n4yditr- ' < 

^Thoughii b0 lioimy grandihild^^teaid Mis. Xee^ere^ ""it 
iSKNiewlio^dla&eiiS''a]i ec[iia]^^i(ffixdt3r'^^you, Major liiiio^; it is 
i^fO^Dakfor^ the dii&ght^r of n^'late niece." 
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^ Twas my eye then, and not my feelings, that were nus- 
taken," returned the young soldier: ^^I hope this lady will admit 
my claim to call her cousiQ t" 

A simple. inclination of the body was the only answer he re* 
ceived, though she did not decline the hand which he offered 
with his salutations. After a few more of the usual expressions 
of pleasure, and the ordinary inquiries that succeed such meet- 
ings, the party became seated, and a more regular discourse 
followed. 

'* I am pleased to find you remember us then, cousin Lionel," 
said Mrs. Lechmere ; ^ we have so little in this remote province 
that will compare with the mother country, I had feared no ves- 
tiges of the place of your birth could remain on your mind." 

'^ I find the town greatly altered, it is true, but there are many 
places in it which I still remember, though certainly their splen- 
dor is a little diminished, in my eyes, by absence and a familiarity 
with other scenes." 

'^Doubtless, an acquaintance with the Biitish court will have 
no tendency to exalt our humble customs in your ima^nation ; 
neither do we possess many buildings to attract the notice of a 
travelled stranger. There is a tradition in our fisunily, that your 
seat in Devonshire is as large as any dozen edifices in Boston, 
public or private ; nay, we are proud of saying, that the king 
himself is lodged as well as the head of the Lincoln family, only 
when at his castle of Windsw I" 

"" Ravensdiffe is certainly a place of some magnitude," re- 
turned the young man, carelessly, ^ though you will remembei 
his nuijesty affects but little state at Kew. I have, however, 
spent so little of my time in the country, that I hardly know its 
conveniences or its extent." 

The old lady bowed with that sort of complacency which 
the dwellers in the colonies were apt to betray, whenever an 
allusion was made to the acknowle^ed importance of then 
eonnections in that country, towards which they all looked as 
to the fountain of honor ; and then, as quickly as if the change 
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in her ideas was but a natural transition in the subject, she 
obsenred — 

^ Surely Cecil cannot know of the arriral of our kinsman : 
Bhe is not apt to be so remiss in paying attention to our gues W 

^ She does me the more honor, that she considers me a rela- 
tive, and one. who requires no formality in his reception." 

^ You are but cousins twice ren^oved," returned the old lady, 
a little gravely ; ^ and there is surely no affinity in that deg^ree 
which can justify any forgetfulness of the usual courtesies. You 
see, cousin Lionel, how much we value the consanguinity, when 
it is a subject of pride to the most remote branches of the 
femilyP 

" I am but little of a genealogist, madam ; though, if I retain 
a true impression of what I have heard, Miss Dynevor is of too 
good blood, in the direct line, to value the collateral drops of an 
intermarriage." 

''Pardon me. Major Lincoln; her &ther. Colonel Dynev(Mr, 
was certainly an Englishman of an ancient and honorable name, 
but no flEunily in the realm need scorn an alliance with our own. 
I say our own, cousin Lionel, for I would never have you forget 
that I am a Lincoln, and was llie sister of your grandfather." 

A little surprised at the seeming contradiction in the language 
of the good lady, the young man bowed his head to the com- 
pliment, and cast his eyes at his younger companion with a eort 
of longing to change the discourse, by addressbg the reserved 
young woman nigh him, that was very excusable in one of his 
sex and years. He had not time, however, to make more than 
one or two commonplace remarks, and receive their tmswers, 
before Mrs. Lechmere said, with some exhiUtion of staid dis- 
pleasure against her grandchild — 

''Oo, Agnes, and acquaint your cousin of this happy event. 
She has been sensibly alive to your safety during the whole 
time consumed by your voyage. We have had the prayers of 
the church, for a 'person gone to sea,* read each Sunday eince 
the receipt of your letters announcing your intention to emltark; 
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and I hxfo h^n exceedii^iy pleased to obeeive the deep inter* 
est with which Cecil joined in our petitions." 

Lionel mttmbled a few wotds of ihanks, and leaning badrin^ 
his chiiir, threr^ his eyes upWiU'd, but wh^«r ihpious gratkude 
or not^ we conceive it is not otir province to determine. * DuHbg 
the deliVcflty of Mrs. Lecbmer«»*8 last' spee^ and tiie expras^ve 
pantomime that suoodeded it, A|;n^ JhiaSoir^ rose and left the 
room. The door had beefi. some - little time dosed before tJie 
sSlence was again broken, during which Mvs.;Lechmere evidentlj 
essayed in vaSn, once or twice, to^ speak. Her color, pale and 
immovable as usually seemed her inthered iook, changed in its 
shades, and her lip trembled involuntarily. She, however, soon 
found her utterance, though the int tones of her voiise were 
choked attd husty. 

^^I m^y have appeared remiss, cousin Lionel,^ she said,' ^but 
there are subjects that can be discussed with propiriety only bie^ 
iween the nearest relatives. Sir Lionel — ^you left him in 'as 
good a state of bodily health, I hope, as his mentid illtiess will 
allowf • ' 

^ It is so represented tome.'' - ' 

** You have se^n hdm lately ?'' 
' '^ Not in ^leen years. My piesence was said to increase liis 
disorder, and the physieiausforbade any more interviews. He 
continues «t the private establishment near, town, and, as the 
lucid intervals are thought to inemase) botiiin fiieqoency and 
duration, I often indulge r^ the pletahig hcipe of being restored 
^in to my latbier. The bdief is justified by his yean, irhich, 
yon kii«Av, are yet under fifty.'' ' 

A long, and apparently a pamftd.i^ilenee, snoceeded thi^ in- 
teresting communication ; at length the lady eaid, with a tre- 
moi in her voice, for which the young pum almost reverenced 
her, as it so rplainly bespoke her interest iu her nefbeWj as well 
as the go<^ness of iher heart— . 

'^I win ^tttak joix for a ^ass of thi^ water in the hfdkL 
Pardon me, oottdn Liond, but iJiis mdandioiy subject idwiqrt 
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oTerGom€» me. I will r^tue ii few xoQiaeiLts, ynth ypur ifidid- 
g&no% and hasten the aj^pe^aotce of mj gvaxid^shUd* I pine 
thai y9u may meet," . ^ . . : 

Hei: ^s^nc^, juift «t tiaj. i^iQiAeiit, w&s too agieeable to. the 
feehagsr of : Lionel |or him to g^insfty l^r Jnteotioii ;/t]iiOii^ in- 
fltead of 'l^llo^ing iLg9e» I>ai^rth« who had precedieMl het on 
ihid aaapbe daty^ the toitering^st^ps of Mrs. Leisbmere: etondiicted 
b^r to a doioi: which comtnunieaAed with her oiirn ajpartm^t 
^ox several minutea ]the yjouog maa. tran^tled on the '^aaliant 
li^na!! qi Lec^ere with a rs^dity tbat.aeemed to fiooinlatel their 
qwA miimp ^peed^ 4^ hepaeed tp and fro ajsiooa the narrow 
apiurtmeiit, his eye glancing, yac^atlj along the Jikboi^. wainaeota, 
eipbiriMung the argent^ .azui:e,raad purpura fiotlds of the diffetcent 
e8<»td:iieQiia,.as heedleealy as if they wet^ i^.43l£uged with the 
dia^i^shing ^yzlahols c^ sp mat^y ho^otAble nietaea. This, men- 
tal abstraction wa^ however, dK»tiy diadipatod by .the sudden 
i^pearai^Qe ofi <«e who had gli«fed into the rooso: aad adraneed 
to.its.^(^tre. before he became, cotisciotts of .her pfeeoice.. ..A 
light, rounded, and exquisitely proportioned female fonn, accom- 
peaAeihj t^ youthMand expreiteiYie .eoHntenance, with aai.air in 
which ^oma^ly grace blended ao nioely wiliii femiitine delioaoy 
as to catufe ea<sh m6tidn. a^od geaturd to oomtnand respect, atfthe 
same time Ihat it was singularly inainuating, irsm an ols^t to 
8t|spend« ^ven at a first gla^ncCypro'rided that rg^biBce; were by 
surprise, the steps of a more aba^irtimd leaa courteoina.yonth 
thj^.the one we have attempted tb^/d^soiibe. Major lincoln 
knew, that this young ladyict^iild h6 n^ oHier than Cecil Dyn&- 
vor, the daughteit of a British, office, tJong nace deceased, by 
the only child of Mrs. J^eohmere, who Iraa also in her grave ; 
^nd, ,conseqiii€»tly^ that she was 6m !to whom he was so well 
known by character, and so nearly allied by blood, as to render 
it 1^1. easy task for a man accustomed. to the world, as he had 
been,, to remove any little en^arrassments which might have 
beset a lees prai^ised y4>uth, by acting as hia own usher. This 
be certaialy attempted, and at first with a fteedom which his 
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affinity, and the drcumstanoes would seem to allow, though il 
was chastened by easy politeness. But the restraint visible in 
the manner of the lady was so marked, that, by the time his 
salutations were ended and he had handed her to a seat, the 
young man felt as much embarrassment as if he had found him- 
self alone, for the first time, with the woman whom he had been 
pining, for months, to favor with a very particular communica- 
tion. Whether it is that nature has provided the other sex 
with a tact for these occasions, or that the young lady became 
aensible that her deportment was not altogether such as was 
worthy either of herself or the guest of her grandmother, she 
was certainly the first to relieve the slight awkwardness that 
was but too apparent in the commencement of the interview. 

*^Mj grandmother has long been expecting this pleasure, 
Major Lincoln/' she said, '^ and your arrival has been at a most 
auspicious moment. The state of the country grows each day so 
very alarming, that I have indeed long urged her to visit our 
relatives in England, until the disputes shall have tenninated.'' 

The tones of an extremely s6f( and melodious voice, and a pro- 
nunciation quite as exact as if the speaker had acquired the 
sounds in the English court, and which was entirely free from 
the slight vernacular peculiarity which had offended his ear in 
the few words that fell from Agnes Danforth, certainly aided a 
native attraction of mann^, which it seemed impossible for the 
young lady to cast entirely aside. 

^ You who are so much of an Englishwoman, would find 
great pleasure in the exchange," he answered; '^and if half 
what I have heard from a fellow-passenger, of the state of the 
country, be true, I shall be foremost in seconding your request. 
Both Ravenschffe and the house in Soho would be greatly at 
the service of Mrs. Ledhmere." 

*^ It was my wish that she would accept the pressing invita- 
tions of my father's relative, Lord Cardonnel, who has long 
urged me to pass a few years in his own &mily. A separation 
would be painfrd to us both, but should my gmndmother, in 
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such an events deteraiine to take her residence in the dwellingR 
of her ancestors, I could not be censured for adopting a resolu- 
tion to abide under the roo& of mine." 

The piercing eye of Major Lincoln fell full upon her own, as 
she delivered this intention, and as it dropped on the fleer, the 
slight smile that played round his lip^ was produoed by the 
passing thought, that the provincial beauty had inherited so 
much of her grandmother's pride cf genealogy, as to be willing 
to impress on his mind, that the niece of a viscount was superior 
to the heir of a baronetcy. But the qmck burning flush that 
instantly passed across the features of Cecil Dynevor, might 
have taught him that she was acting under the impulse of much 
deeper feelings than such an unworthy purpose would indicate. 
The effect, however, was such as to make the young man glad 
to see Mrs. Lechmere reenter the room, leaning on the arm of 
her niece. 

^ I perceive, my cousin Lionel,'^ said the lady, as she moved 
with a feeble step towards the settee, ^'that you and Cecil have 
found each other out, without the necesdty of any other intro- 
duction, than the affinity betwe^ you. I surely do not mean 
the affinily of blood altogether, you know, for that cannot be 
said to amount to any thing ; but I believe there exist certain 
features of the mind that are transmitted through families quite 
as distinctly as any which belong to the countenance." 

^ Could I flatter myself with possessing the slightest resem- 
blance to Miss Dynevor, in either of those particulars, I should 
be doubly proud of the connection," returned Lionel, while he 
assisted the good lady to a seat, with a coolness that suffidently 
denoted how little he cared about the nuitter* 

^ But I am not disposed to have my right to claim near 
kindred with cousin Lionel at all disputed," cried the young 
.ady, with sudden animation. '^ It has pleased our fore&thers 
to order such — " 

"Nay, nay, my child," interrupted her grandmother, "you 
ktgti that the term of cousin can only be used in oases of 



Afi LIONEL Lli^COLN.. 

jtdsct cotmmguiimtj^ and whe]!e &miliar sitiiadoiDLa will lezeude it 
But Mnjor lineoln knows that we in the oblonies aase i^t to 
make the most of the latigaagey And cotmt our oousinB jdmost 
as far as if we wece ; members : ol. the Scotdi^L dans. Speaking 
of the j^ans reminds tne of : the rebellion of '45. It ia not 
thoiil^ti^iniSngkuidy.tbaii oiuri in&tuated colonic wiil ever be so 
foo^h^dif iAitp a^epime-tbeir arms infiar^ 

^^There .j9x^: yanoua o|>imoQS . on : that aubject^" said Lionel 
^ Mc^ miliiary mei^seout the idea ; thoik^ I find, oocasionally; 
an officer that. h^.*aecved on this oontinent,;who thsnka not 
pnljr.that th^ appeal will be made, but that the.struggle will be 
Woody." :■: 

^Wby shcmld they not r saidAgnea Danforth, abruptly; 
"they are men, and: tlm English are no morel" 

lAoffiel turned h]9 loc^ in a little surprise, on the apeakar, to 
whose countenance an almost imperceptible cast in one eye im- 
parted a look of ; arch good-mtuj^e that hex manner would aeem 
to coijitradiet, and sniUed aa he repeated, her ^nords — 

<^ Why ahould they not^iiid^i I know, no other reasons 
than that ^t wotild b^ both a mad. and an unlairful act I can 
assure yoiu ^bat I am not^ one of those whd afEact^touhdervalae 
my owni countrymen; for.}ton will remendber that I too am an 
Ameiiclm.'' . ' > 

"I hav^ heard it said .that auch of bur Tolunteer^ as wear 
unifonna at all," said Agnes, "ap{>ear in :biue, and not in 
scarlet" : . * 

"Tia hisM^eBty'apIeasjijre thati his 47th loot. should wear 
this gaudy cotor/' retumed the youx^jnan, laughing; " thougfa, 
for myself I am qui^ willing to retigti it to the use of you ladiea, 
and to adopt another^ could iti well be.-' 

»It might be done, sir," . 

^ In what manner I" .....,• 

** By resigning yomr coDMnission witib it" 

Mrs, Lechmere had evidently petaitted her nieoe to proceed 
thus far, without interruption, to senre aome purpose of btf 
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own ; but perceiving that hfir guest by no means exhibited the 
air <^ piqne, which the Britbh offioetB were so often weak 
enough to betray, when the v^omen took into their bands the 
defenoe <^ their country's ^lonor, she fang the bell, lis she ob- 
senred-^ 

'. : ^ Bold language, Major Lincoln, ! boH la«^guii^, for li young 
lady under twenty. But. Miss Danfolth.is privileged to Bpeak 
her' mind fireely, for some o£ her father's. fiEumly are b^t too 
deeply imj^cated in the unlawful proce^diJogB of, these evil 
dmes. We hare kept Cecil, however,, more to h^ aHe^ance." 

"And yet even Cecil has beenknowe to refhse the iavor of 
her countenance to the entertainrnj^nts given by the British 
officers P said Agnes, a little plqiiantly; 

''And would you have Cecil Syne^cN* frequent bidls and en- 
tertainments unaccompanied by a proper chaperon?^ returned 
Mrs. Lechmere ; ''or is it expected that, at seventy, lean ven- 
ture in pubEo to maintain the credit of our fkqnily ?. But we 
keep Major Lincoln from his refreshments with our idle dis- 
putes^ Cato, tre wait your movements.** . . ^> 

:Mra.Le(&mere delivered her. concluding indmatipn, to the 
black in attendance, with an air. that partook somewhat of 
mystery. The old ;domesti^ who, ^bably from long practice, 
understood,, more by the expression of her eye tha;n by any 
words she h44 uttered, the wisb^ of his mistress^ proceeded to 
doAd the odter shutter^ of the nfivdows^and ta d^rav the cur- 
tejns with the: most exacts care; Wk^ this dujty was performed, 
he raised ai^mldl Oval table froQi itsTegnhir position among the 
flowing folds of ^^dxapery ifkat dirouded the. deep i^)ertures 
for U^t, aiid placed it in front of jMis^ Dynevon 4 »»[ye>T of 
il)as6ive diver, containing an equq>age..of the finest Dresden, 
followed, 9nd ia a few minutes a hisdng urn of ihe same pre- 
cious metal gamidied the polished surface of the m^ogany. 
During tj^ese arrangements, Mi& Lechmere and her guest had 
maintainidd ageneral discourse, touching chiefly on the weUare 
and condition of certain individuals of their alliance in Eng? 

8 
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land. Notwithstaading the demand thus made oo his BiAeg[StM\ 
Lionel was able to discover a certain appeacance of mjaterjr and 
caution in each movement of the black, b» he proceeded leia- 
nrely in his duty. Miss Dynevor permitted the dispoautiaB. of 
the tea-table to be made before her, passively, and her ooitsa, 
Agnes Danforth, threw herself back on one of the settees, with 
a look that indicated cool displeasure. When the usual e<Ma- 
pound was made in two little fluted cups, oyer whose- pure 
white a few red and green sprigs were sparingly scatteredi the 
black presented one oontaining the gratefbl beverage to. his 
raistresB, and the other to the atranger. 

^Pardon me. Miss Danfotth," said Lkmel, reeoUectis^ himaelf 
after he had accepted the ofiering; '^I hare sufiered !my sea- 
breeding to obtain the advantage." - . .' • 

^ Enjoy your error, m^ if yoii can find any gratificBtiaii in the 
indulgence," returned the young Udy. 

" But I should enjoy it the more, could I »6eyovk participating 
in the luxury." 

^ You have termed the idle indulgence well ^ Hia nothing hv^ 
a luxi]uy, and such a one as can be easily dispensed with : I 
thank you, idr, I do not drink tea." 

"Surely no lady can forswear her boheai be persuaded.*^ 

^ I know not ho^ the subtle poison uoay operate on your 
English lacdies. Major lincoln, but it is no difficblt matter for 
an American gal to decline the use of a detestable herb^ which 
is one, among many others, of the causes that is likely to in- 
volve her cotmtiy and kmdred in danger and strife." 

The young man, who had really intended no more than ihe 
common civilities due teem his sex to the other,' bowed in si- 
lence, though, as he turned from her, he could' not -forbeat look- 
ing towards the table to see whether the priiidpled of the other 
yoimg American were quite as rigid. Cecil sat bending over 
(he salver, playing idly with a curiously wrought sppon, made 
to represent n sprig of the plant whose fragrance had been thus 
put in requiffltion to eontributr to his indulgence, while the 
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iieam fix>m the china ressel before her was wreathhig in a faint 
mist aoound her pdished brow. 

"You, at least, Miss Dynevor," said Lionel, "appear to have 
no dislike to the herb, jou breathe its vapor so freely." 

Cedl cast a glance at him, which changed the demure and 
somewhat proud composure of her countenance into a look of 
sudden, joyous humor, that was infinitely more natural, as she 
answered, langhingly^-- 

"I own a woBlan's weakness. I mnst believe that it was tea 
that tempted our common mother in Paradise !" 

" It would show that the cunning of the serpent has been 
transmitted to a later day, could that be proved," mid Agnes, 
^lliongh Ihe instrument of temptation has lost some of its 
virttte." 

"How know you thatf" said Lionel, anxious to pursue the 
trifling, in order to remove the evident distance whidh had 
existed between ihem ; " had Eve shut her ears as rigidly as you 
dose your mouth against the offering, we might yet have en- 
joyed the^first gift to omr parents." 

^ Oh, dr, 'tis no such stranger to me as youimay imagine from 
the indifiSsrence I have assumed on the piesent oooasion : as Job 
P)ray «iys, Boston harbor is nothing but a ^ big tea^ 1' " 

" You know Job Pray, then. Miss Daafovth f ' said Lionel, not 
a little amused by her spirit 

" Certainly; Boston is so small, and Job so usjBful, HtsA every- 
body knows the simpleton." 

" He belongs to a distiuguished family, then, for I have his 
own assurance that everybody knows his pertorbed mother, 
AbigaiL'' 

^ You I" exclaimed Cecily again, in that sweet natural voice 
that had before startled, her auditor;, "what can you know of 
foor Job and his almost equally unfortunate member ?^ 

♦* Now, young ladies, I have you in my snares 1" cried Lionel; 
" you may possibly resist the steions of tea, but what woman 
can withstand the impulse of her curiosity ? Not to be too 
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cruel with my fiur kuiswomen on so short an acquaiotaac^, how- 
ever, I will go so far as to acknowledge that I have already had 
an interview with Mrs. Pray.** 

The I'eply which Agnes was about to deliver was interrupted 
by a slight crash, and on turning tliey beheld the fragmetits of 
a piece of the splendid set of Dresden lying at the £^t of Mrs. 
Lechmere. 

" My dear grandmamma is ill T cried Cecil, SjHin^ng to the 
asfflstance of the old lady. " Hasten, Cato— Major liiiioohi,* you 
are more active — ^for heaven's sake, a glass of water-— Agnes, 
your salts." 

The amiable anxiety of her grandchild waft not, however, so 
necessary as first appearances would have indicated, and M». 
Lechmere gently put aside the salts, though she did not dedine 
the glass which Lionel offered for the second time in so. short a 
period. 

" I believe you will mistake me fot a sad invalid, cousin Lio- 
nel," said the old lady^ when she h$d become a little composed; 
^but I believe it is this very. tea,, of which so mudh has been 
said, and which I drink to excess, from pure loy^ty, that- un- 
settles my nerves; I must refrain, like the ^ds^ thou^ from a 
very different inotive. We are ft people of early hiouis, Major 
Lincoln, but you are at home here, and will pursue yoof: pleas- 
ure. I must, however, claim an indulgence for threescoi^and- 
ten, and be permitted to wish you a good rest aftet your 
voyage. Cato has his orders to contribute all he can to your 
comfort" 

Leaning on her two assistants, the old lady withdrew, leaving 
Lionel to the full possession of the apartment As the hour was 
getting late, and, from the compliments they had exchanged, he 
did not expect the return, of the younger ladies, he called for a 
candle, and was shown to his own room. As soon as the few 
indispensaUes which rendered a valet heoessary to a gentleman 
of that period were observed, he dismissed Meritoo, find throw 
ing himself in the bed, courted the sweets of the pillow. 
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Mtuij incidents, however, had occurred during the day, that 
induced a train of thoughts which for a long time prevented his 
attaining the natural rest he sought. After indulging in long 
and uneasy reflections on certain events, too closely connected 
with his personal feelings to be lightly remembered, the young 
man b^an to muse on his reception and on the individuals who 
had been, as it were, for the first time, introduced to him. 

It was quite apparent, that both Mrs. Lechmere and her grand- 
daughter were acting their several parts, though whether in con- 
cert or not, remained to be discovered. But in Agnes Danforth, 
with all his subtlety, he could perceive nothing but the plain 
and direict, though a little blunt, pecuMarkies of her nature and 
education. Like most very young men, who had just been 
made acquainted with two youthful females, both of them much 
superior to the generality of their sex in personal charms, he 
fell asleep musing on their chai*acters. iSTor, considering the 
circumstances, will it be at all surprising, when we add, before 
morning, he was dreaming of the Avon of Btistol, oh board 
which stout vessel he even thought, th&t he was discussing a 
diowder on the Banks of Newf<Mmdknd, which had be^i un- 
aooountably prepared by the feur himds of Miss Danforth, and 
wldoh was stra^dy flavored with tea ; while the Hebe-loddng 
oountenianee of Cecil Dynevor was :latighing at his perjiAetit&es 
witli undisguised good-humor, and with iall the vivacity of 
gffHsh merriment. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A good portly mtn, i* iUtk, ftnd s oorpnleai" 

E[iiro HxMST IT. 

I0B Sim w$& jiist storing tlie heavy bank of fog, wlikh had 
rested on the wi^teiSs d^rii^ the mght, as lionel toiled hk waj 
up the side of Beacon-HiU, anxious to catch a g^mpse of hia 
native scenery '^hile it was yet glowing with the first totuoh of 
day. The iblatids raisied their green heads ahove ihe misf^ and 
the wide amphitheatre of hills that ^uirded the bay waa still 
visible, though the Yftpon: was creeping in places along the 
valleys — ^now concealing, the enttaneie to :8onie beautiful glen, 
and now wreathing itself fiiotaatically around a tall spare that 
told the fiiteof a suburban viUl^. Thoi^ the people of the 
town were awake and up^ j^ the sacred ehasaeter of the dayy 
and the sit^te pf the dmes^ oontribi^d to suppress those sounds 
which usually distinguish popidous places. The cool nights 
and worm dlkjrs of April had gen^aled a fog more ihui usEoiSfy 
d^ise, which was deserting its watoy bed, and sleding in* 
sidioiisly along the land, to umte with the vapm of &e rivers 
and brooks, spreading a wider curtain before. the }damd view. 
As Lionel stood on the brow of the phitferm that crowned the 
eminence, the glimpses of houses and hills, of towers and ships, 
of places known and places forgotten, passed before his vision, 
through the openings in the mist, like phantoms of the imagina- 
tion. The whole scene, animated and in motion, as it seemed 
by its changes, appeared to his excited feelings like a fanciful 
panorama, exhibited for his eye alone, when his enjoyment was 
Interrupted by a voice apparently at no great distance. It was 
a man singing to a common English air fragments of some 
ballad, with a peculiofTy vile nasal cadency. Through the frc- 



quent pauses, he was enabled to comprebeud a tew Words, 
whkfh, by ikeir recurrence, w«re evidently intended for a chorus 
to the rest of the production. The reader will understand the 
character of the whde from these lines, which ran as follows : 

And they that would be free, 

Out they go ; 
While the sUves, w you may see, 
Stajr, to drink their prison tea, 

Doiwn below 1 

lionel, after listening to this expressive djitty for a moment, 
followed the direction of the sounds imtil he encountered Jx>b 
Pray, who was seated on one of the flights of steps, which 
aided the ascent to the platform, cracidng a few walnuts on the 
boards, while he employed those intervals, when his. mouth 
could find no better employment^ in uttering the above-menr 
tioned strains. 

" How now, master Pray ; do you come her« to sing your 
orisons to the goddess of iibertyy qtL a Sunday morning P ciaed 
Lionel ; " or are you the town lark, BAd for want of wings, taker 
to this height to obtain an aHiiud© for yoor melody V - 

^ThereV no harm in einging psalm tijtnies or contmentai 
songs, any ^y in the we^k," said the lad, wiibouib rsising his 
eyes fi-om his occupation 5 •• Job iotkH know w^t a lait is, bui 
if it belongs to the town/t^ soldim are so thiok, they oa&t 
keep it on the common." 

^ And whali objection can you have to the soMers poesessing 
a comer of your commonf* 

^They starve the cows, and then they won^ give milk; grass 
is sweet to beasts in the e^ng of the year.V 

^But, my life for it^ the soldiem dont eat grass; your brin* 
dies and your blacks, your reds and your whites, may have tli^ 
first offering of the spring as usaal." 

** But Boston 00 ws don^ love grass' that British soldiers have 
trampled on,** said the suilen lad» 

^Thb is, ind^d^ carrying notions of iiber^ to refinement!" 
exclaiined Lionel, laugkii^. 
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Job shook his head threateningly, as he looked up and 
said, ^ Don't you let Ralph hear you say any thing ag-in 
liberty^ , 

^ Ralph I who is he, lad! your genius! where do you keep 
the invisible, that there, is danger: of his overhearing what I 
say?" 

^ He's up there in the fog,^ said Job, pointing significantly 
towards the foot of the beacon, which a dense volume of vapor 
was ^iwrapping, probably attracted up the tall post that sup- 
ported the grate. 

Lionel gazed at the smoky column for a moment, wheu.the 
mists began to dissolve, and amid their evolutions he bdield 
the c&n figure of his aged fellow-passenger. The old nian was 
still clad in his simple, tarnished vestments of gray, which har- 
monized so singularly with the mists as to impart a look ahnost 
ethereal to his wasted fonn. As the medium through which he 
was seen became V&sa cloudy, his features grew visible, and 
Lionel could distii^niah the uneasy, rapid glances of his eyes, 
which seetned to roam over th<> distant objects with an earnest- 
ness that appeared to mock the misty v^il. that was floating be- 
fore 80 mndi of the view. JWhile Lionel'stood fixed to the 
flpol, gazing at this irregular beibg wi|b t|iat secret awe which 
the other bad succeeded in inspiritiig^ the old man waved his 
.hand impatiently, as if he would cast. aside his shroud; At 
that instant a bdght sunbeam darted into the vapor, illumina- 
ting his person, and melting the mist into the air* The anxious, 
hagg^d, and severe expression of his couptettance changed at 
the touch of the ray, and he smiled with a softness and attrao- 
^n that thrilled the netves dT the other, as he called aloud to 
the sensitive young soldier^^ . 

^Come hither, Lionel Lincoln, to the foot of this beacon, 
where you may gather warnings, which, if properly heeded, 
will guide you through many and great dangers unharmed." 

^ I am glad you have spoken," said Liosiel; advandtig tp his 
aide ; ** you appeared like a being of another world,, wrapped 



in iliat mantle of fog, and I felt Usmpted to kneel, and ask a 
benediction." .,. 

^ And am I aot a betng of another world ! Host of my in- 
teieats are: aliead; inthe gmlre, ^d I. taRyihere only for a 
space, because there is a gieat work .to.he done, which cannot 
be performed without me. Mjr view of the .world of spirite, 
yonng man, is muich deiu:^ and more distinct than yours of 
this variable scene at your feet There is no mist to obstruct 
the eye, nor any doubts as to the Qokof9 it presents." 

" You are happy^ sir, ia the extremity, of your age, to be so 
assured. But I fear your sudden determination last night sub- 
jected you to inconvenience in the ten^ent of this change- 
iing." 

^ The boy is a good boy/ said, the old man, stroking, the 
head of the natural complacently : ^ we imdelstand e^u^h other. 
Major Lincoln, and thait shoitena introductions, and renders 
communion easy." 

"^ That you feel alike on one subjects I have already discov- 
ered ; but there, I should think, the resemblan<^ and the intel- 
ligence must end." ' 

"^ The propensities of the mind, in its infimcy and in its ma- 
turity, are but a span apart^" said the stranger : ** the amount 
of human knowledge is but to- know how much we are under 
ih» doimmoaV^ our pasBioiffi; and he, who has learned l>y ex- 
perience how to smoth^ the volcano, and he who never felt its 
fires, ore surely fit astociat/ps." 

liond bowed in sileince to an opihion sa humbling to the 
other, and, after, a pause of a momen^ adverted to their situa- 
tion — 

''The sun begins to make himself felt, and When he has 
driven away these ra^ed remnants^ of Uie f6g, we shall see 
those places- ea^h of nB,haslfrequ0nted in liis day.'' 

^'Shall we find them as we left ihem, think you? or will 
you see the strang^sr in possession of the haunts o£ your in- 
fiancy?" 
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^.Kot the strangor, certainly, for we are the subjects of one 
king ; children who own a common parent'' 

^ I will not reply that he haa pzored himself an nmlatiiral 
father/' said the M. • man, calmly : ^ the gentleman who now 
fiUa the Britiah throne ia less to be cansiirod than his advisers, 
for the oppresnon of Ms ragn.'^ 

** Sir," interrupted Lionel, ** If saoh aUnsicns are made to the 
person of my sorerrign, we must separate.; for it ^1 beoomes a 
British officer to hear his master m^itioned with levity." 

" Letity l" repeated the other, slowly. '^ It is a fanlt, iiidfeed, 
to accompany gray locks and wasted limbs ! but your jealous 
watchfulness betrays you into error. I have biteathed in the 
atmosphere of kings, young man, and know how to separate 
the individual and his purpose from the policy of his govern- 
ment. Tis the latt^ that will sever tbas great empire, and de- 
prive the third George of what has so often ^d so weH be^ 
termed ' the brightest jewel in his crown.' " 

^* I must leare you, sir/' said Lionel ; ^ the opimons you so 
fredy expressed during our passage, were on principles which I 
can hardly call opposed to our own constitution, and might be 
heard, not only without offencei, but frequently wit^ admira- 
tion ; but this language approaches to treason P' 

'^Goythen,'' returned the unmoved stranger; ? descend to 
yon degraded eotnmon, and bdd your mercoiariea iseixe m&-^ 
'twill be only the blood of an. old man, but 'twill help to fritten 
the land ; or send your merciless grenadiers to toment .their 
victim before the axe shall do its wcnrk : a man who has lived 
so long, can surely spare a little of his time to ilie tof^ 
mentors I" 

'* I could have thought^ sir, that you naigbt spare such a re- 
proach to me,** said LkmeL 

" I do spare i^ and I do more : I Horget my years, aiJKi sc^cit 
forgiveness. But had you known slavery, as I have d<me^ in its 
wocst of formsy you would know how to prize the inestimabk 
blessing of freedouL" 
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^ Hare jou ever known slavery, in your travels, more cloeelj 
than in what you deem the violations of prmciple f 

*^ Haife I not f " said the stranger, smiling bitterly. ^ I have 
known it as man should never know it — in act and will. . I 
have lived days, months, and even years, to hear othere coldly 
declare my wants; to see others dole out their meager pit* 
taneos to my neceasities,^ and to hear others assniiae the right to 
express the auflferings and to control the enjoyments of sensibili- 
ties that Oed has given to me only l" 

** To endure such thraldom, you must have Men into the 
pow«er of the infidel barbarians^" 

"' Ah I boy, I tbttik yoia for the words ; they vrere indeed 
worihy of the epithets: infidels, that denied the precepts of our 
blessed Redeemer ; axid barbarians, that treated one having a 
soul, and possessing teasoU l&e themarives^ as a beast of the 



*< Why didn't you 06me to Boston, Ralph, and tell that to the 
people in Funnel Hail!" ea^olaimed Job: ''theiM ha' been a stir 
about it r 

** C^ld, I did eotne to' Boston, again and i^in, in thought ; 
and the appeals that I made to mj townsmen- would have moved 
the very roof of old Faneuil, could they have been uttered 
with^ her wail& But Hw^ss in vain 1 they had the power, and 
like demon»--or, rnther, like misemble nien^*-^^ abused it** 

Lionel) seuAMy touched, was about to reply in a suitable 
manner, when he heard a voice calling his own name aldud, 
as if the speaker were ascending the opposite acclivity of the 
hill; The instant the soundi reached his ears, the old man 
rose from falsi seat, on the foundation of the beacon, and gficting 
over the brow of the platform, foDowed by Job, they descended 
mto a volume of mist that was sfill din^ng.to the side of the 
hill, with amazing swiftness. 

^ Why, Leo I thou lion in name, and deer in activity !" ex- 
^kikaed the intruder, as he' sunnbunted the steep ascent, ^ what 
tan have brought you up into the clouds so early I Whew 1 a 
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man needs a New Market training to scale such a precipice. 
But, Leo, my dear fellow, I rejoice to see you— we knew you 
were expected in the first ship, and as I was coming from mom 
ing parade, I met a couple of groonds in the ^ Lincoln Green,^ 
you know, leading eludra blooded dmrger — faith, one of them 
would have been quite convenient to dimb this accursed hill 
on-^whew and whew*w, again — well, I knew the liveries at a 
glance ; as to the horses, I hope to be better acquainted with 
them hereafter. ^Pray, sir,' said. I, to one 6f the liveried 
scoundrels^ * whom do you serve V 'Major Lincoln, of Ravens- 
diffe,' said he, with a look as impudent as if he conjd have 
said, like you and I, his sacred majesty the kmg. Tluft'sthc 
answer of the servants of your t^eh-tliousand-a-year m^ ! . Kow, 
if my fool had been asked such a question^ bin answer would 
have been, craven dog as lie is, ^ Captain Polwarth, of the 
47th ;' leaving the inquirer, though it should even be jspime 
eurions maiden, who had taken a Uxlcj to the tput en^eml^h of 
my outUnia, in utter igocnnnce that there is such a place in the 
world as Polwarth Hall r 

During this vokUe speedi, which wae intarupted by sundry 
efforts to regain the breath lost in the ascent, .Lionel nbook Im 
fiiend cocdially by the hand, and attempted to expre8» his oWn 
pleawuB at the kneethig; !.The fiiiline ,bt ^d, hov^er, ^hi<di 
was a tort of besetting «n with Gn^tmn Pcrfwardi, bad ndw 
eom^lled him to pauses and gave time to Iie|i$il .for a reply:* 
; '^Tbis bffl is the last plaee wherel should bave expected to 
nieet you,** he said. ^ I took it jor granted you: would n<>t be 
Btinring till, nine or ten at leasts wlien it was my finteiition to 
inqime yon xns^ and to give yon a cdll before I paid my re- 
speets to the cx>nimandeS>in<Ghie£'' 

^Ahl you may thank Ins ezoeHency, th^/iOon; Thomas 
Gage, governor and commander-in-ehief in and over the Prov- 
moe of Maasadhiuaetts Bay, and vioe^miral off the seme/- as 
he styles himself in his prodamadona, for this espedai fiiivo^ ; 
though, betn^een ourselves, Leo, he is about as much governor 
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Tver the Frorince, as he is owner of those huntei-s you have 
just landed." 

"- But why. am. I to thank him {ar this .ini^fview. i" . . 

** Whjl hx>k aJbout you, and tell me itrhat jqu behold~ 
nothing hut fog — ^oay, I gee there is a s^e]^ an4. yonder is the 
smoking sea^ and. here, ue the chimneys of Hanoock's house 
beneath ns, smoking, :too, as. if their rehellioMs master were at 
home, and preparing his feed 1 bat every thing in sight is e^ 
sentially smoky, and there is a natural aversion, in us epicitres, 
to smoke. Nature dictates that a man who has as much to do 
in a day, in carrying hiniself about, as your humble servant, 
should not cut his rest too abruptly in the morning. But 
the honorable Thomas, governor, and vice-admira}, ^fec^ has 
oidered us under arms with the sun — officers as well as 
inenl" 

i/' Surely tb^ is no great hardship to a soldier,'' returned 
Lionel ; *^ and moreov^^r, it se^ms to agree, with jou manrdlpus- 
ly. Now J look J9gaim Polwarth,;! , api amased I Suri^ly you 
srti not in a lightrinfantry jacket P . 

^ Certes-*-what is theie in. that so wonderful ?" returned the 
other, with gveat gcavi^. '\Don't I become the dfeas | or is it 
the dress which does not adorn me, that you look r^y to die 
with mirth f Laugh it out, Leo. I am iised to it those three 
cUvys — ^but what: is there, after all, so remarkable in Peter Pol- 
warth's comny^pding a company of light infantry f . Am I not 
jtifii' jSve. feet» six jEmd <»i^ghth of an inchf-^the precise 
hei^tr ' 

** You appear to have been tso accurate in your longitudinal 
admeasurement, that you must cany one of Haxriaon's time- 
pieces in yoiir pocket : did it ever suggest itself to jou to use 
the <)uadrant also r 

^ For my latitude 1 I understand you, Leo : because I am 
^bap^ fk little like mother ear|Ji, does it argue that I cannot 
cotnmand a light-infantry company ?" . 

**' Ay^ even as Joshua commanded the sun. But the stop* 
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ping of the planet itself is not a greater miracle, in my c^ea, 
than to see you in that attire." 

^ Welly then, the mystery shall be ezplamed ; but first let 
ns be seated on this beacon,^' said Captain Polwarth, establish- 
ing himself with great' metiiod in the place so latdy occupied 
by the attenuated form of the stranger. ^ A true soldier hiuh 
bands his resources for a time of need : that word, husbands, 
brings me at once to the point — ^I am in love.'' 

^Thatissurprifflngl" 

*• But what is much more so, I would fton be married*" 

**^ It must be a woman of no mean e&ddwments Uiat oould 
excite such d^ires in Oaptain Polwarth, of the 47ih, and of 
PolwarthHall!" 

^'She is a woman of great qualifications, Mqor Lincoln," said 
the lover, with a sudden gravity that indicated his gayety of 
manner was not entirely natural. ^ In %uf(» she may be daid 
to be done to ^ turn. When she is gf&ve, she wAlksi with the 
stateliness of a show-beef; when she runs, ^tis witli the activity 
of a turkey; and when at rest, I cati only comipaim her to a dish of 
venison — savory, delicate, and what one cak nevei*gset enough bf." 

^ You have, to adopt your own metaphors, given4subh a.*raire' 
sketch of her person, I am *■ burning ' to hear something of her 
mental qualifications.^ 

** My metaphors are not poetical, perhaps, biit they are the 
first tibit offer themselves 16 thy minid, and they «ee natiiraL 
Her accomplishments exceed her nattive gifts greatly. In ihe 
first place, she is witty ; in the second, she is as impertinent as 
the devil ; and in the third, as inveterate a little traitor to King 
George as tbere isiii all Boston." 

" These are strange recommelidations to y6ti^ &vdr t" 

^ The most iniMible of all recommendations. They aie pi- 
quant, like savory sauces, which excite tlie appetite, And season 
tiie dish. Now her treason (iBoi* it amoulils to that in fact) is 
like olives, and gives a gusto to the generous port of my loy- 
alty. Her impertinence is oil to the cold sakd of my niodesty, 
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and lier add wit mingles with the sweebi^ss of my tempera- 
ment, in that sort of pleasant combination with which erweet and 
BOUT blend in sherbet'' 

*^ It would be idle for me to gfdnsay the chamis. of aooh a 
womaii," reiiihied Lionel, a. good d^ amused with the droU 
mixtiKB of seriousneas and humor in the other's maimer: 
** how, ibr her connection with the light infantry — she ia not of 
ihe light corps of her own sex, Polwatth t" 

^ Pardcm me, Major Linoeln ; I cannot joke on this subject. 
Miss Danforth is of one of the best fiEunilies in Boston." 

^Danfbrthl not Agnes, surely T 

"The Very samer exclaimed Polwarth, in surprise; "what 
do you know of her!" 

^Oidy that she ia a sort of cousin of my own, and that we 
are inmatea of the same house. We bear equal affinity to Mrs. 
Leehmene, and the good lady has insisted that I shall make my 
h(»iiem TremontHrtareet" 

"I rejoice to hear it! At all events, our intibdaoy may aow 
be impToved to some better purpose than eating and driilking. 
But to the point : there were ceortain dafmnable inuendoes getting 
into drculation concerning my proportions^ which I ooosiderec' 
it prudent to look down at once." 

" In order to do which, you had only to look thinner.'' 

"And do I Dot^ in this appr<^riat6 di-esaf To be perfectly 
aericms with you, Leo— ^for to you I eaii freely unburden myself 
—you know what a set we are in the 47th : let them ooce fas- 
ten an opprobrious term or a nickname on you, and ypn take it 
to the gnE?se, be it. ever ao burdensome." 

" There ia a way, oertaiidy, to dieek ungetitfeman-like liber- 
tjesi" Bud Lionel, grarely* 

^Poh! poh! a man wouldn't wii^ to fight, alxxat a pound 
more or a pound less of &tl still, the name ia a great deal, and 
first impressions are every thing. Now, whoefrer thinka of 
Grand Cairo aa a Tillage! oi the Grand Turk and Great Mogul 
as little boyaf or who would beliere, by hearsay) that Captain 
84 
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Polwarth, of the light infentry, ccmld weigh one hundred and 
eighty ?*» 

"Add twenty to it." 

" Not a pound more, as I am a sinner. I was weighed ic 
&e presence of the whole mess no later than last we^k, since 
when I ha^e rather lost than gained an ounoe, for this early 
rising is no Mend to a thriving condition. 'Twaus in my night- 
gown, you'll rememfcer, Leo, for we, who tally so cften, <5an't 
afford to throw in boots, and but^kles, and all those sorts of 
things, like your feather-weights." 

" But I marvel how Nesbitt was induced to consent to ihe 
appointment," said Lionel; **^he loves aHttle dii^lay" 

"I am your man for that," interrupted the captain; "we are 
embodied, you kn<]iw, and I make more display, if .t&Bat be what 
you require, tJian any captain in the corps. : But I will whisptf 
a secret in your ear. There has been a pasty busmeas here, 
lately, in which the 47th has gained no new iaiuels^-a matter 
of tamng and feathering, aboiit an old ihuty nmsket" 

"1 have hoard something of the affidr already," returned 
lionel, "and iiTas grieired to find the men justifying some, of 
their own brutal oonduct.last night by the example of their 
commander." 

"Mum — *tk a delicate matter-*well, that tar has brought the 
colonel :into paiticularly baUl odor in Boston, eq>ecialLy among 
the. women, in whose good graces we are all of us lower than I 
have ever known sdatlet ooats to stand before. Why,:Leo, the 
Mohairs are idtogethcir the better miHi here I But thereis not 
an officer in the whole army who has made morci ftiends in. the 
place than your humble servant I have a^vadled myself of my 
popularity, which just now is no trifliiig ihi^^ahd partly by 
promis<», and partly by iecret interest^ I have the bompany; 
to which, you know, my rank in I the regim^t gives me an 
undoubted title." , < : . . ) . 

"A perfectly satisfactory Explanation ; a most eomin^idabl<e 
ambition on your part) and a obtain svmptom that the pence k 
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not to be disturbed ; for Gage would never permit such an ar- 
rangement^ bad he any aedve operations in his eye." 

*^ Why, there I think you are more than half right : these 
Yankees have been talldng, and resolving, and approbating 
their resolves, as they call it, these ten years past; and what 
does it all amount to ? To bd sure, things grow worse and 
worse every day — ^but Jonathan is an enigma to me. Now you 
know, when we were in the cavalry tc^ther — God forgive me 
the suicide I committed in exchanging into the foot, which I 
never should have done, could I have found in all England such 
a thing as an easy ^oer or safe leapel> — ^but then, if the Com- 
mons took bffenoe at a new tax, or a stagnation in business, 
why, they got together' iii mobs, and b^imt a house or two, 
frightened a magistrate knd perhaps hnstl^ a constable; then 
in we canie at a hand gallop, you know, flourished our swords, 
and scattered the ragged devils to the foul* winds ; when the 
courts did the rest, leaving us a cheap victory at ihe expense of 
a little wind, which was amply compensated by an increased 
appetite for dinner. But here it is altogether a -different sort of 
thing.'' 

'^And what are the most alarming symptonk, jui^ now, in 
the colonies ?** asked Major Lincoln, with a sensible invest in 
the subject • ^ '■ 

* They refuse their naitttfal idiment to tiphold whkt they call 
their principles ; the women abjure tea, and the men mbandoD 
their fisheries I There has been hiardly sucli a thmg as eifen a 
wild duck brotight mtb the txiaitEet this st^^ifig,;ili ebn^eqii^iice 
of the Port Biil,*aaid yet' th^y grow more sttibbbrt: every day. 
If it should cdine to blows^ hoWever,.thldi^ Q^ we are strong 
enough to open a passage for ours^lvea to any part of the contir 
nent where provisions may be' plentier ; and I hear more tfOops 
are already on the way.' • 

^KH'shottld come tbblows^ which heairen forbid," skid Ma- 
jor lincbln, •♦we shall be l>B8ieged where we 5«>w !««.•*' 

"•Beflregedr exolaimed Pdwaith, in evident alairin; ••if J 
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thought there was the lemt {UFO^peot of such a ddiuuitj^ I would 
sell out to-morrow* It ia bad enough now ; our jnesa-tabk k 
never deoentJy covered, bat if there ahoiild oome » siege, 'twould 
be absolute starvation* No, no, Leo, their n^innte^men, and 
their Ipng-tailed rabble, would hardly think c^ besieging fojur 
thousand British soldiers with :a fkeet . to back theooo^. Four 
thousand! if the regii)ients I. hear named are actually on the 
way, there will be eight thousand of us — as good men as ev^r 
wore — ^^ 

^ Light-infantry jackets,'' inteirupted Lionel ^^Bat the regi- 
ments are certainly coming ; Clinton, Burgoyne, and Howe had 
an audiecnce to take leave, qu the same day with mysel£ The 
service is exoeJBdingly popular with the king, and our recq)tion, 
of course, was most graciaus ; though I thought the eye of roy- 
alty looked on me as if it remembered one or two of my juvenile 
votes in Uie bouBe, on the subject of these unhappy dissensions*" 

"You voted against the Port Bill,** said Polwarth, "out ol 
regard to me?" 

" No ; there I j(Hned the ministry* The conduct of the peo- 
ple of Boston had provoked the measure, and there were hardly 
two minds in Parliament o^ that question*** 

"^1 Mi^or lincoln, you are a happy man,** said the cap- 
tain ; "^ a seat in Parliament at five-and-twenty I I must think 
that I should pvefer just sudi an oeQcq>aition to all others ; the 
veiy name is takh^g — » seat I You have two members for your 
borough; whafiUstlie second now t** 

"Say nothing on that snbjeet^ I entreat you,** whispered Lio- 
nel, pressing the arm of the other «s he rose-; "'tis not filled by 
him who should occ^y it, as you kxK>w* Shall we descend to 
the commanf there ane many friends that I opuld wish to see 
before the bell calls us to church*** 

" Yes ; this is a church-going, or rather, meetin^^oing place; 
for tnost of the good people fofswearthe use of the wotd^ureh, 
asweabjtfrethesopi^emacyof thePope,** returned Polwarth, fol- 
lowing in his 6ompanion.*B footsteps* "I never think of attending 
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«nj of their schisiiiHshopa, for I would any day rather stand sen- 
tinel over a baggage-wagon than stand up to hear one of their 
prayers. I can do very well at the King's Chapel, as they 
call it ; for when I am once comfortably fixed on my knees, I 
make out as well as my lord archbishop of Canterbury ; though 
it has always been matter of surprise to me how any man can 
lind breath to go through their work of a morning.*' 

They descended the bUl, as liond fepHed, and their forms 
were soon blended with those of twenty others^ who wore scarlet 
L«at3, on tJie eommoii* 
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CHAPTER V. 

<■ For ns, and for oar trsgvd jr, 
Here stooping to your elenfBDcy, 
We beg your hearing patiently." Bamlst. 

We must dow cany the reader back a century, in orddr to 
clear our tale of every appearance of ambiguity. Reginald 
Lincoln was a cadet of an extremely ancient and wealthy family, 
whose possessions were suffered to continue as appendages to a 
baronetcy, throughout all the changes which marked the eyent- 
ful periods of the commonwealth and the usurpation of Crom- 
well. He had himself however, inherited little more than a 
morbid sensibility, which, even in that age, appeared to be a 
sort ci heir-loom to his fieunily. While still a young man, he 
had married a woman to whom he was much attached, who 
died in giving birth to her first child. The grief of the hus- 
band took a direction towards religion ; but unhappily, instead 
of deriving from his researches that healing consolation with 
which our fjEiith abounds, his jnind became soured by the preva- 
lent but discordant views of the attributes of the Deity ; and the 
result of his conversion was to leave him an ascetic puritan and 
an obstinate predestinarian. That svch a man, finding but little 
to connect him with his native country, should revolt at the im- 
pure practices of the court of Charles, is not surprising; and 
accordingly, though not at all implicated in the guUt of tlie 
regicides, he departed for the religious province of Massachusetts 
Bay, in the first years of the reign of that merry prince. 

It was not difficult for a man of the rank and reputed sanc- 
tity of Reginald Lincoln to obtain both honorable and lucrative 
employments in the plantations, and, afler the first glow of his 
awakened ardor in behalf of spiritual matters had a little abated. 
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he fiuled not to imprOTo a due portion of his time by a eom- 
mendable attention to temporal things. To the d/if of hi? 
death, howeyer, he continued a gloomy, austere, and bjjgoted 
reli^onist^ seemingly too regardless of the vanities. of this world 
to permit his pure imaginatipn to mingle with its dross, even 
while he submitted: to discharge its visiMe dutie». Kotwith- 
Bt^dipg this elevation o{ min4, his son^ at thje decease of his 
fother, fou^d hi^iself jtn the possession of many goodly effects ; 
which were, questionless^ the accuniulatipns of a neglected use, 
dui^ig the days of his sublin^ated progenitor. 

Young lionel so &r followed in the ^teps of his worthy pa- 
rent as to continue gathering honors and riches: into his lap ; 
though; owing to an early, disapppintinent, and the inl^eritanoe 
of the '^ heir-lpom'' ak^y mentioned, it was l«it0 in life bef<H?e 
he found a partner. to share his Mppiness*. Contrary to all.the 
usual calcuUtions that are made on the choice of a man of self- 
denial, h^ was then united to a youthful and gay Episcopalian, 
who had little, besides her exquisite beauty imd good bloody fo 
recommen4 her. By this lady he had four children, three sons 
and A daughter, when he also was laid in the vault by the side 
of his jdeceased parent The. eldest of these so^is was yet a boy 
when he. was called to the mother cpuAtry to ii^^t the . estates 
and honors of his £Eimily. The second, named Reginald, who 
was bred to arms, married, had a son, ^d lost laslife in the 
wilds wherQ he was required to serve, before he was five-and- 
iwi&aiy. The third was the grand&therOf i^es Danforth, and 
the diiught^r was Mrs. Lechmere. 

IJie family of Lincoln, considering the shortnesd of their 
marriages, had been extremely prolific, wbUe. in the colonies, 
according to that wise allotment of Providence, which, ever 
seems to regulate the functi<His of our nature by bur wants; but 
the instant it was reconveyed to the populous islimd of Britsain, 
it entirely lost its reputation lor fhiitfulness. Sii* Lionel lived to 
a good age, married, but died childleite *, notwithstanding; when 
his body lay in state, it was under a splendid roo^ and.in haUs 
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■o eapadouB that thej would hare nfforded comfortable aheltei 
to the wliole fomily of Priam. 

By this fatality it became ne^ceBsary to crosd the Atlulitie OBe» 
more to find an hei)* to the wide domains of BayenBeliffe, and tg 
oae of the oldest baroneteie^ in the Mo^om. 

We have planted and reared this genealogical tree to bnt lit- 
tle purpose, if it be necessary to tell the reader that the in<M- 
Tidual who had now become the head of his race was tlio 
orphan son of the deceased officer. He was married, and the 
father of one blooming boy, when this elevation, which was not 
unlooked for, occurred. Leaving his wife and child behind Mm, 
Sir lioner immediately pn>ceeided to England to' assert his 
rights and secure his possessions. As he was the nephew and 
acknowledged heir of the late incumbent, he met with no oppo- 
sition to t}ie more important parte of his di^ms. Across the 
dharactttr and fortunes of tlus genl^man, however, a dark cloud 
had early passed, which prevented the common eye from read- 
ing tlie events of his life, like tbose of otjier men, in ite open 
and intelligible movements^ After his accession to fortune and 
rank, but little was known of him, even by his earliest and most 
Intimate, associates. It was rumored, it is ti[ue, that he had 
be» detained in Sn^and for two yea» by a vetati^us conten- 
iaaa tor a peitty a^ndage to lAs krge estates^ a controversy 
which was, however, known to have been decided in his favot, 
before he was tecalled to Boston by the sudden death of his 
wife* Tk^ cakncoify beM him during the period when the war 
of '56 was raging in ite greatest violence : a time When the en- 
ergies, of the odonies were ditedted to ike assistance of the 
mother countiy, who; aeeording to the language of the day, 
WAS ssealously endeavoring to defeat the ambitious vieWs of the 
FretK^, in this hemisphere ; or, what amounted to the same 
tliix^ in effbct^ in struggHug to advance her own. 

It was an interesting period, when the mild and peaceful 
colonists were 'seen to shake off their habits of forbearance, And 
to inter into the strife with an alacrity and spirit Htkt soon 
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emulated Uie utmost daiing of their more practised confede- 
rates. To the amazement of all who biew his fortunes, Sir 
liofiid Lincoln was 6een to embark m many of the most despe- 
rate adventures that distinguished the war, with a hardihood 
that rather sought death than courted honor. He had been, 
like his father, trained to arms, but the regiment in which he 
held the commission of lieutenant-colonel, was serving his 
master in the most eastern g^ his dominions, while the uneasy 
Bcddier waa thus rushing from point to point, hazar^ng his life, 
and mor6 than once shedding his blood, in the enterprises that 
signalised the war in the most western. 

Hbs dangerous career, however, was at length suddenly and 
Daysterioui^y dieoked. By the infiuence of some powerful 
agency, that was never explained, the baronet was induced to 
take his son, imd embark once more for the land of their lath^ 
from which the former had never been known to return. For 
many years, all those inquiries which the laudable curiosity of 
&e townsmen and townswomen of Mrs. Leehmere prompted 
them to make, ccmceming the :&te' ci her nephew (and we leave 
each of our readers todetermine their numbers); were answered 
by that lady with the most courteous reserve ; and sometimes 
with such exhibitions of emotion, as we have already attempted 
to describe in her first interview with his son. But constant 
dropping will wear away a stone. At first there were rumors 
that the baronet had committed treason, and had beeu com- 
pelled to exchange Ravenscliffe for a less comfortable dwelling 
in the Tower of London. This report was succeeded by that of 
an unfortunate private marriage with one of the pHiicesses 6f 
the house of Brunswick ;^ but a reference to the caletidarsof the 
day showed that there was no lady of a suitable age disen- 
gaged ; and this amour, so creditable to the provinces; was neces- 
sarily abandoned. Knally, the assertion was made, with much 
more of the confidence of truth, ihat the utohappy Sir Lionel 
was the tenant of a private madhouse. 

The instant this rumor was circulated, a film fell from every 
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eye, and none were so blind as not to have seen indications al 
insanity in the baropet long before ; and not a few, were enabled 
to trace bis legitimate right to lunacy through the her^djltary 
bias of his race. To account for its sudden exhibition^ wm a 
more difficidt task, asii exercised the ingenuity of an ex<)eedingly 
ingenious people for a loog peno4v 

The more sentimental part of the co];nmuQity, such . ps, the 
maidens and bachelors, and thps^ votaries of Hymen who had 
twice and tfirice proved the solacii^ power of tbe. god, did. not 
£eu1 to ascribe the misfortune of the baronet to the unhappy loa* 
of his wife; a lady to whom he was kpown. tp be |no$t paa- 
sionately attached. A few, the relics of the good cid sd^ool, 
under whose intellectual sway the inoamf^te persona of 90 nianj 
godless dealers in necromancy had been made to e^iate for 
their abominations^ pointed to the calamity as, a nierited punish* 
ment oa the back^ding^ of a ^Euuily that had once, know^ the 
true faith; while a third, imd by no melons a small class, com- 
posed of those worthies w;ho braved the elen^ents in Kii^g-streeti 
in quest of filthy lucre, did not hesitate tp say, that the sudden 
acquitttion of vast wealth had driven n^y a better man mad. 
But the tune was approaching, when the iKppare^tly irresistible 
propensity to speculate on the fortunes <^ a £^low-creature wa^ 
made tp yield to more important cpnaideratipns. 'Hie hour 
soon arrive^ when the merchant forgot his momientary interests 
to look keenly into the distant effects that were to succeed Uie 
movements of the day; which taught the fimatic the whole- 
some lesson, that Providence smiled most ben^fiiQcntly on those 
who most merited, by their own efforte, its favors ; and which 
even purged the breast of the sentimentalist of its sickly tenant, 
to be succeeded by the healthy and ennobling passion of love 
of country. 

It was about this period that the contest for prinaple between 
the Parliament of Great Britain and the colonies of North 
America commenced, that in time led to those important re- 
sults which have established a new era in political liberty, mt 
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well as a mighty empire. A brief glance at the natm« of this 
eontpoversy may assist in rendering many of the allusions m 
this legend more intelligible to some of its readers. 

The ini^^eaang wealth of the provinces had attracted the 
notice of the English ministry so early as the year 1*763. Tn 
that year the first effort to raise a revenue which was to meet 
the exigencies of the enipire, was attempted by the passive of a 
law to impose a duty on certain stamped paper, which was made 
necessary to give validity to contracts. This method of raising 
a revenue was not new in itself nor was the imposition heavy 
in amount But the Americans, not less sagacious titan wary, 
perceived at a glance the importance of tlie principles involved 
in the admission of a right as belon^ng to any body to lay 
taxes, in which they were not repree^ited* The question was 
not withottt its difficulties, but the direct and plain argument 
was deasly on the side of the colonists. Aware of the force of 
their reasons, and perhaps a little conscious of the strength of 
their numbers, they approached the subject with a spirit which 
betokened tihis consciousness, but with a coolness that denoted 
the fimmess of their purpose. After a struggle of nearly two 
years, during which the law was rendered completely prbfitless 
by the unanimity among the people, as well as by a fi{)ecies of 
good-humored violence that rendered it exceedingly incon- 
venient, and perhaps a little dang^x>us, to the servants of the 
crown to exerdse their obnoxious functions^ the ministry aban- 
doned tlie measure. But, at the same time that the bw was 
repealed, the Parliament maintuned its right to bind the colo- 
nies in all cases whatsoever, by recording a resolution to that 
effiBct in its journals. 

That an empire, whose several partsf were separated by 
cceans, and whose interests were so often oonfiicting, should 
become unwieldy, and fall, in time, by its own weight, was an 
event that all wise men must have expected to arrive. But, 
that the Americans did not contemplate such a division at that 
early day, may be fidrly inferred, if there were no other testi- 
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mony ia the matter, by the quiet aiul submission th«t per- 
yaded the colonies the instant that the repeal of the Staotp Apt 
was known. Had any desire for premature iQd^)ende&^ 0x- 
isted, the Parliament had unwisely furnished aUmd«intiuel to 
feed the flame, in the yery resolution already mentioned. But, 
satisfied with the solid advantages they had secured,, peaceful in 
their habits^ and loyal in their feelin^i the oolom^ts laughed 
at the empty dignity of their self-constituted rulers, wbik they 
cOngratullUed each other cm their own more subeataatial su^ 
oe8& If the besotted servants of the king had learned wisdom 
by the past, the fibarm would M^e bbwn over, and another age 
would have witnessed, the events which we are. about to. re- 
late. Things were hardly suffered, however, .to r^urn toi their 
old channels again,, before the ministry attenipted to revive 
their claims by sew impositions. The design, to jcaise a revenue 
had been defeated in the case of the Stanip Act, by tl^e refusal 
of the colonists to .usis the . paper ;. but in. the present instance, 
eicpedients were adopted, which, it waa thought,. would be more 
efiective*-^is in the ease of tea, where the duty was paid by 
the East India Company in the first instance, and the exaction 
was to be made on the Americans, through their appetites 
These new innovations on their righta were met by the colo- 
nists with the same. promptitude, but with much more (^ se- 
riousness^ than in the ionmsr instances All the provinces 
south. of the Great Lakes aoted in concert <hi this oceasion; 
and preparations were made to render, not only their remon- 
strances and petitions more impressive by a unity of action, 
but their more serious struggles also^ should an appeal to force 
become necessary. The tea was stored or sent back to Eng- 
land, in most eases; though, in the town of Boston, a con-, 
eurrenoe of circumstances led to the violet measure, on the 
part >f the people, of throwing a large quantity of the offiansive 
artidq into the sea* To punish this act, which took place in 
the early part of 1774, the port of Boston was closed, and 
different laws were enacted in Parliament, which were intended 
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to \amg the people back to & sense of tlu^ir depe^deuce on the 
Briti^ power. 

Although the complaints of the colonists were hushed during 
lihe fihort infterral that had sncceeded the suspension of the 
effidfts of the- ministry to tax them, the leelings of alienation 
whioh were engender by the attempt had not time to be lost 
be£ore the obnosdou^ sul^t was revived in its new t^hape. 
Erona IteS'to the peri^: of o«Lr 1»le, all the yoftnjger part of 
the population of the provinoes 1^ grown into manhood, but 
they were no longer imbued with that profound respect for <h6 
motheF.eountry' which had be^ transmitted from their ances« 
tora^ or. with: that d^ep loyalty to t}ie ierown that iisually ohar- 
aeterusss a |»eople who view the piigeant of royalty through 
UsB ^edinm of distaiicei ^tiM; th<Ke whd ^ided the -feelings 
and^^cntroHedtheju^ments of die Amerieftns Were avettse to 
4 dismemberment of the empire, a* n^easure which they con- 
tinued to believe both impolitic and unnatural. 

in the mean thne, thoo^ equally reluctant tO' shed blood, 
ihe adverse parties prepared for that &ud strugj^iB which 
seemed to be onsvoidibly approaching. Th^ «itHati4(>n of the 
coioniea was now<BO. peeuliar, that it may be doubted ^ whether 
history fumidlies a, pireeise parallel. Their feialty to the prince 
was everywhere acknowledged, while the laws which emanated 
£rom his: counsellors were sullenly diffl'^vded and set at 
naught. Sach province possessed its distinct government^ and 
in most'of them the political influence of the crown was dlrei^t 
ind great; but the time had arrivied when it was superseded 
by a moral feelinjB^ that defied ihe maehinaliona and intrigues 
of the ministry* Buch of the provincial legislatures as pos- 
sessed a lUf^ority of the ^ 8ans of liberiy,'* as they who re- 
sisted thd ukiconstitalional attempts of the ministry wereiermed, 
eleded delegates to meet in a general congress to consult on the 
ways and means of effecting the common objects. In one or 
two provinces, where the inequality of representation aflSsided 
a different result, the people supplied the deficiencies by aeting 
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Id their ori^^iitfl capacity. This body, meeting, unlike conspir- 
ators, with the fearless confidence of integrity, and acting under 
the excit^mont of a revolution in sentiment^ possessed an Influ- 
ence which, at- 9. later day, has been denied to their more le- 
gally oonstituied successors. Their reconmiendations possessed 
ail the validity of laws, without incurring Uieir odium. While, 
as the organ of their fellow-subjecte, they still continued to pe- 
tition and remonstrate, they did not forget to oppose, by such 
means as w^re tilien thought expedient^ the of^pressive measures 
of the ministry. 

An asBodittion was recommended to the people, for those 
purposes that are amply expressed in the three divisions which 
were signiflcar.tiy given to the subjects, in calling them by the 
several names of ^non-importation,'' ^non-exportation," and 
^^non-consumption resc^utiona." These negative ej^pedients 
were all that was constitutionally in their power, and, thxough- 
out the whole controversy, there had been a guarded care not 
to exceed the limito which the laws had affixed to the rights 
of the subject. Though no overt act of resistance was^ commit- 
ted, they did not^ however, neglect such means as were attain- 
able, to be prepared for the last evil, whenever it ^ould arrive. 
In this manner, a feehng of resentment and disaffection was 
daily increasing throughout the provinces, while in Massachu- 
setts Bay, the more inunediate scene of our story, the disorder 
in the body politic seemed to be inevitably gathering to its 
head. 

The great principles of the controversy had been blended, in 
different places, with various causes of local complaint, and in 
none more than in the town of Boston. The inhabitants of this 
place had been distinguished for an early, open, and fearless re- 
sistance to the ministry. An armed force had long leen 
thought necessary to intimidate this spirit, to effect which the 
troops were drawn from different parts of the provinces, and 
oonoentrated in this devoted tovm. Eariy in 1774, a mili* 
tory man was placed in the executive chair of the provinoe, 
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9jbA aH attkude ^f more determinatton was assumed by the 
gOTenmieiit. One of the first acts of this gentleman, who held 
tbe h%h station of lieutenant-general, and who commanded all 
the forces of the king in America, was to dissolve the colonial 
assembl J. About the same tame a new charter was sent ftom 
England, and a material change was contemplated in the polity 
of the colonial goTemm^it. From this m<mient the power 
of the long, though it was not denied, became suspended in the 
province. A provincial congress was elected, and assembled 
within seven leagues of the capital, where they continued, from 
time to time, to adopt such nieasures as the exigencies of the 
time were thought to render necessary. Men were enrolled, 
disdplined, and armed, as well as the imperfect means of the 
colony would allow. These troops, who were no more than the 
6Hte of the inhabitants, had little else to recommend them be- 
ndes their spirit, and their manual dexterity with firearms. 
From thei expected nature of. their! service, they were not un- 
aptly termed '^ minute-noEen." The munitions o^ war were 
seized, and hoarded with a care and diligence that showed the 
character of the impending conflict; 

On the other hand, General Gage adopted a similar course 
of preparation and prevention, by fortifying himself in the 
stronghold which he possessed, and by antiGipating the inten- 
tions of the colonists, in their attempts to form magazines, 
whenever it was in his power. He had an easy^ task in the 
former, both from the natural situation of the place he occu< 
pied, and the species of force he commanded. 

Surrounded by broad and chiefly by deep waters, excq>t at 
one extremely narrow point, and possessing its triple hills, 
which axe not commanded by any adjacent eminences, the 
peninsula of Boston could, with a competent garrison, easily bo 
made impr^nable, especially when aided by a superior fleet 
The works erected by the English general were, however, by no 
maana of magnitude ; fer it was well known that the whole 
park of thd colonists could not exceed some half dozen pieces 
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of field, artillery, with a small battering irain that mufit he en 
ilrelj oomposed of old and cumbrous ship-guns. Oonsequeuti v, 
when Lionel amred in. Boston, he found a few^ batteries thrown 
dp on the emin^ces, some of which were intended as much to 
Qontrol the town, as to repel an ^lemy ftom without, while 
lines were drawn across the neck which' conmiumcated with 
the niain. . The garrison consisted /of somtfthing less than five 
thousand men, besides which ihere was a fiuctoating force 
of seamen tod sliarines, as theresseb of war arriyed and de- 
parted. 

All this time^ there was no other intemiption to the iirtcfr- 
course between the town and the country, than such aS' una- 
voidsdJy . succeeded the stagnation of trade, and the distrust 
engendered by the aspect of affairs. Though numberless &mi- 
lies had deserted their honies, many kpown whigs continued 
to dwell in their habitations, where their ears were deafened by 
the sounds of ^e Irtish drums, and where their spirits wero 
but too often galled by the snioers 'of the facers, on the unconth 
milit^ prepfBrations of then: countrymen. Indeed, in injipres- 
sion had spread farther than among the i^le and thoughtless 
youtju^ of the army, that the * dofamists were but Httie ^fted 
with BQAftial. qualities ; and many of their best Meiidd i^i ^ui* 
rope were in dread, lest an appeal to force should put the c6n* 
tested points ioreiv&p :at rest, by proving the incompetency of the 
Americans to maintain them* to the last extremity. 

In this manner, both pazrtxes stood at bay; ihe people living 
in perfect order and quiet, without the administration of Ikw, 
sulleo, vigilant, and,* through their leaders, secretly alert ; and 
the amoy, gay, hanghty, and careless of the consequences^ 
though £eu* from being oppressive or insolent, until after the de- 
feat of one or two abortive »cund6i» into the <K>ilthtry inqoest 
of ahns. £!ach hoiir, however,' was rapidly^ adding to the dii^- 
feotion on one side, and to the contempt and resentanent on' the 
other, through numberless pubHc and private causes, that he- 
ld^ rather to history than to a legend like this. All extraor^ 
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diaary occupations were suspended, and men awaited the cou^'se 
of things in anxious expectation. It was known that the Par- 
liament, instead of retracing their political errors, had imposed 
new restraints, and, as has been mentioned, it was also ru- 
mored that regiments and fleets were on their way to enforce 
them. 

How long a country could exist in such a primeval condi- 
tion remained to be seen, though it was difficult to say when 
or how it was to terminate. The people of the land appeared 
to slumber ; but, like vigilant and wary soldiers, they might be 
said to sleep on their arms ; while the troops assumed, each 
day, more of that fearful preparation which gives, even to the 
trained warrior, a more martial aspect — though both partiaa 
still contini^ to manifest a becoming reluctance to shed 
Uood 
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CHAPTER VI. 

* Would be were flitter :— bat I fear him not :— 
Seldom he smilea ; and smiles in sach a sort, 
As if he moeked himself, and soomed his spirit 
That oould be mored to smile at any thing.^ 

JxnxmCmiAM. 

In the course of the succeeding week, Lionel, acquirecl a 
knowledge of many minor drcumstances relating to the condi- 
tion of the colonies, which may be easily imagined as incidental 
to the times, but which would greatly exceed our limits to re* 
late. He was received by his brethren in arms with that sort 
of cordiality that a rich, high-spirited, and free, if not a jovial 
comrade, was certain of meeting among men who lived chiefly 
for pleasure and appearance. Certain indications of more than 
usually important movements were discovered among the 
troops the first day of the week, and his own condition in the 
army was in some measure affected by the changes. Instead 
of joining his particular re^ment, he was ordered to hold him- 
self in readiness to take a command in the Hght corps, which 
bad begun its drill for the service that was peculiar to such 
troops. As it was well kno¥m that Boston was Major Lincoln's 
place of nativity, the commander-in-chief, with the indulgence 
and kindness of his character, granted to him, however, a short 
respite from duty, in order that he might indulge in the feel- 
ings natural to his situation. It was soon generally understood 
that Major Lincoln, though intending to serve with the army 
in America, should the sad alternative of an appeal to arms 
become necessary, had permission to amuse hiinself in such a 
manner as he saw fit, for two months from the date of his arri« 
yal. Those who affected to be more wise than common, sa^r, 
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or thougHt they saw, in this arrangement, a deep-laid plan on 
the part of Gage, to use the influence and address of the young 
provincial among his connections and natural friends, to draw 
them back to those sentiments of loyalty which it was feared so 
many among them had forgotten to entertain. But it was the 
characteristic of the times to attach importance to trifling inci- 
dents, and to suspect a concealed policy in movements which 
emanated only in inclination. 

There was nothing, however, in the deportment, or manner of 
life adopted by Lionel, to justify any of these conjectures. He 
continued to dwell in the house of Mrs. Lechmere, in person, 
though, unwilling to burden the hospitality of his aunt too 
heavily, he had taken lod^ngs in a dwelling at no great dis- 
tanoe^ where his servants resided, and where it was generally 
understood that his visits of ceremony and ifriendship were to 
be received. Captain Polwarth did not fail to complain loudly 
of this arrangement, as paralyzing at once all the advantages he 
had anticipated from enjoying the entr6 to the dwelling of his 
mistress, in the right of his friend. But as the establishment 
of Lionel was supported with much of that liberality which was 
becoming in a youth of his large fortune, the exuberant light- 
infantry officer found many sources of consolation in the change, 
which could not have existed had the staid Mrs. Lechmere 
presided over the domestic department. Lionel and Polwarth 
had been boys together at the same school, members of the 
same college at Oxford, and subsequently, for many years, com- 
rades in the same corps. Though, perhaps, no two men in their 
regiment were more essentially different in mental as well as 
physical constitution, yet, by that unaccountable caprice which 
causes us to Eke our opposites, it is certisiin that no two gentle- 
men in the service were kiown to be on better termi, or to 
maintain a more close and unreserved intimacy. It is unneces- 
sary to dilate here on this singular friendship ; it occurs every 
day, between men still more discordant, the result of accident 
and habit, and is often, as in the present instance, cemented by 
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unconquerable good-uatttre in 0116 of the parlies. For Uuii 
latter qualificatiou Captain Potwartb was eminent, if for no 
other. It contributed quite as much as hia jsoience in. the art of 
living, to the thriying condition of tbe corporeal moiety of the 
man, and it rendered a communion with the losa material part 
at all times inoffensiye, if not agreeable. 

On the present o<k)asion, the captain took charge of the in- 
ternal economy of LionePs lodgings, with a zeal which he did 
not even pretend was disinterested. By the rules of the legi- 
ment he was compelled to live nominally with the mess, wh^re 
he hvaad. his talents aiul his wishes fettered by divers indispen* 
sable regulations, and economical practices, that coidd not be 
easily overleaped ; but with Lionel, just such an opportunity 
offered for establishing rules of his own, and disregarding exr 
penditure, as he had be^a long pining for in secret. Though 
the poor of the town were, in the absence of employment,, nei^ 
oessarily supported by large contributions of money, dothii^ 
and food, whi<5h v^ere transmitted to their aid from the further- 
most ^arts of the colonies, the markets were not yet wanting^in 
all the necessaries of life, to those who enjoyed the means of 
purchasing. With this dispositipn of things, therefore, he be- 
came well cpntenl;, and within the first fortnight after the arrival 
of Lionel, it became known to the mess, that Captain Polwarth 
took his cBnnets regularly with his old friend, ^ajor Lincoln; 
though in truth the latter was enjoying, more thfin half the 
time, the hospitality of the respective tables of the officers of 
the staff. 

In the miean time Lionel cultivated hi^ acquaintance in Tro- 
mbnitrfitr^ whfire he still slept, with an interest and assiduity 
that the awkwardness of his first interview would not have 
tanght us to expect With Mrs. Lechmere, it is true^ he made 
but little progress in intiniacy; for, equally formal, though 
polite, she was at all times enshrouded in a cloud of artificial, 
but cold management, that gare him little opportunity^ had he 
pbssessed the desire, to break throu^ the reserve of her ealcu- 
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latbg temperament. With his more youthful kin&women, the 
case was, however, in a very few days, entirely reversed. Agnes 
Danforth, who had nothing to conceal,. began insensibly to yield 
to the manliness and grace of ius manner, and before the end 
of the first week^ she. maintained the rights of the colonists, 
laughed at the follies of the officers, and then acknowledged 
her, own prejudices, with a &milianty ^d good-humor that 
soon made her, in her turn, a favorite with her Englidh cousin, 
as she t^med lionel. But he found the demeanor of Cecil 
Dynevpr much more embarrasung, if not inexplicable. For 
days she would be distant, silent, and haughty, and then again, 
as it were by sudden impulses, she became easy and natural ; 
her whole soul beaioing in. her speaking eyes, or her innocent 
and merry humor .breaking through the bounds of her restraint^ 
and rendering not pqly herself but all i^omid her, happy and 
delighted* Fuji many an hour did.Iionel ponder on this un* 
accountable difference in the manner of this yo^ng lady, tit 
different moments. There was a secret excitement in the very 
caprices of her humors, tIjLat had a piquant interest in his eyes; 
and which, t^ded by her; exquisite fonn and intelligent &ce, 
gradually induced hin;L to become a more close observer of their 
waywardness, and consequ^Uy a more assiduous attendant on 
her movem^1&« Ixi cpnsequ^ee of this assiduity, the. manner 
of Cecil grew, almost imperceptibly, less variable, )an4 more uni- 
formly fascinajting, while Liond, by sonie unaccountable over- 
sight, soon fdrgot to n<otice its changes, or even to miss the 
exci^ment. 

In a misled. soci^tyf wh^re pleasure, company, and a multi- 
tude of oljject^ conspired: tt> di§tx'aet the attention, such altera- 
tions virouid.be the result of &i) intercourse for months, if they 
ever oceu^ed ; haH in a town like Boston, from which most of 
those widi.lrhoni Cecil had <Hi4e mii^led were already fled, and 
whefe, CQAseqiiently, those who remained behind lived cl^efly fd 
themselves and by themselves, it was no more than the obvious 
effect of very apparent causes. In this ^nanner something like 
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goocl-will, if not a deeper interest in each other, was happil) 
effected within that memorable fortnight, which, was teeming 
with events vastly more important in their results than any that 
can appertain to the fortunes of a single £um]y. 

The winter of 1774-5 had been as remarkable for its mild- 
ness, as the spring was cold and lingering. Like every season 
in our changeable climate, however, the chilling days of March 
and April were intermingled with some, when a genial sun re- 
called the ideas of summer, which, in Iheir turn, were succeeded 
by others, when the torrents of coM rain, that drove before the 
easterly gales, would seem to repel every advance towards a 
milder temperature. Many of those stormy days occurred in 
the middle of April, and during th^r continuance Lionel was 
necessarily compelled to keep himself housed. 

He had retired from the parlor of Mis. Lechmere, one even- 
mg, when the rain was beating against the windows of the 
house, in nearly horizontal lines, to complete some letters which, 
before dining, he had commenced to the agent of his family, in 
England. On entering his own apartment he was startled to 
find the room, which he had left vacant, and which he ex* 
pected to find in the same state, occupied in a manner that he 
could not anticipate. The light of a strong wood fire was blaz- 
ing on the hearth, and throwing about, in playful changes, the 
flickering shadows of the furniture, and magnifying each object 
into some strange and fantastical figure. As he stepped within 
the door, his eye fell upon one of these shadows, which extended 
along the wall, and, bending against the ceiling, exhibited the 
gigantic but certain outlines of the human form. Reoolleoting 
that he had left his letters open, and a little distrusting the dis 
crelion of Meriton, Lionel advanced lightly, for a few feet, so far 
as to be able to look round the drapery of his bed, and, to his 
amazement, perceived that the intruder was not his valet, but 
the aged stranger. The old man sat holding in his hand the 
open letter which Lionel had been writing, and continued so 
deeply absorbed in its contents that the footsteps of the other 
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were still disregarded. A large coarse overcoat, drippbg with 
water, oonoealed moetof his peraon, though the white hairs that 
strayed about his &ee and the deep lines of his remarkable 
countenance could not be mistaken. 

^ I was ignorant of tiiis unexpected yisit," aaid jliicmel, ad- 
vancing quickly into the centre of the room, ^ or I should not 
have been so tardy in returning to my apartment, where, sir, I 
fear you must have found your time irksome, with nothing but 
that scrawl to amuse you." 

The old man dropped the paper from be&re his features, and 
betrayed, by the action, the laige drops that followed each other 
down his hollow cheeks^ until they fell even to the floon The 
haughty and displeased look disappeared from the countenance 
of Lionel at this sight, and he was on the point of speaking in 
a more conciliating manner, when the stranger, whose eye had 
not quailed b^ore the angry frown it encountered, anticipated 
his intention. 

'^ I comprehend you. Major Lincoln," he said, calmly ; "but 
thoie can exist justifiable reasons for a greater breach of £uth 
than this of which you accuse me. AcGident,'and not intention, 
has put me in possession, here, of your most seoret thoughts on 
a subject that has deep interest for me. You have urged me 
often, during our voyage, to make you acquainted with all that 
you most desire to know ; to which request, as you may remem- 
ber, I have ever been silent" 

"^ You have said, sir, that you are master of a secret in which 
my feelix^ I will acknowledge, are deeplf Interested, and I 
have urged you to remove my doubts by de<^laring the truth ; 
but I do not perceive — ^ 

^ How a desire to possess my seo^t gives me a claim to in- 
quire into yours, yon would say," interrupted the stranger; "nor 
does it. But an interest in your affairB, that you cannot yet 
understand, and which is vouched for by these scalding team, 
the first that have fallen in years from a fountain that I had 
thought dried, should and must satisfy vou." 
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'^It does,'' said Lionel, deeply affected bj die melaifecholy 
tones of his voice; '*it does, it does, and I will listen to no 
farther explanation on the unpleasant subjeot Yon see Nothing 
there, I am sure, of which a son can hare season to be ashained." 

^I see much here, Lionel Lincoln, c^ which a fath^. would 
have reason to be proud," returned the old man. ^* It wm th« 
filial loYC whidi you haye displayed in: this paper which liaa 
drawn these drops from my eyes; for he who has lived as I 
have done, beyond the age of man, without knowing the love 
that the parent feels for its oflbpiing, or which the child be^ira 
to the author of its being, must have outlived his natural sym* 
pathies, not to be conscious of hiis miaforlunej when chai&ce 
makes him sensible of affections like these.** 

^ You have never been a Either, then?** Atad lionel, drawing 
a chair nigh to his aged companion, and seating himself with 
an air of powerful interest that he could not controL. 

^Have I not told you that I am alone?*' returned the old 
man, with a solemn manner. After .an impresfflve pause, he 
continued, though his tones were husky and lowj -^ I have been 
both husband and parent in my day, but 'tis bo long sin6e that 
no sel&h tie remains to bind me to earth. Old i^'is the neigh^ 
bor of death, and the chill of the grave is to be fi)und in it» 
wannest breathings." 

"Say not so," interrupted Lionel, "for you do mjustice to 
your own warm nature — ^you forget, your zeai in. behalf of what 
you deem these oppressed colonies.** 

"^is no more than ihe flickering of the dyin^ lamp, which 
flares and dazzles most when its source of heat is nighest to ex- 
tinction. But though I may not in&se into ycmr bosom a 
warmth that I do not possess myaelf^ I can point out the dan- 
gers with which life abounds^ and serve aa a; beaoon wh^i no 
longer useful as a pilot It is fbr * such a purpose^ Major Lincoln, 
that I have braved the tempest of to-night" 

" Has any thing occurred which, by rendering danger preas^ 
Ing, can make such an exposure necessary ?** 



^ Lode at me," teid tJie old mAH, earnestly : ^ I bave seen 
most of this dourishiDg cotAitry $ wilderness; mj roooUeotion 
goes back into those periods when the savage and the beast ot 
the forest contended with our fiith^rs for much of that sail which 
now supports ita hundreds of thousands in plenty; and my time 
is to be numbered, not by yean, but by 9ges. For such a being, 
think you there can yet be many months, or weeks, or eren 
days in store ?" 

lionel dropped his eyes, in embarraasnient, to the floor, as be 
answered—— 

'■ ^ You ainnbt hatve tery many years, surely, to hope lor ; bat 
with the activity and tenkpetance you possess, days and months 
confine you, I trust, in hmita much too small.'' 

^Whatl" exclaimed the other, stretching forth a colorless 
hand, id Which even the ptomineat veins partook in the appear^ 
ance of a general decay of nature ; ^ with these wasted limbs, 
tliese gray hairs, and this erunken and sepulchral cheek, would 
you talk to me of years I to me, who have not the efirontery to 
petition for even minutes, were they worth the prayer — so long 
already has been my probation P 

^' It is certainly time to think of the change, when it ap 
proaches so very near." 

" Well, then, Lionel Lincoln, old, feeble, and on the threshold 
of eternity as I stand, yet am I not nearer to my grave than 
that country, to which you have pledged your blood, is to a 
mighty convulsion, which will shake her institulipna to their 
foundations." 

'* I cannot admit the signs of the times ta be quite so por- 
tentous as your fears would make them,'* said Lionel, smiling a 
little proudly. " Though the worst that is apprehended should 
arrive, England will fed the shock but as ^e earth bears an 
eruption of one of its volcanoes ! But we talk in idle figures, 
sir : know you any thing to justify the apprehension of imme- 
diate danger ?" 

The face of the stranger lighted with a sudden and startling 
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gleam of inteUigence, and a sarcastic smile passed acroes his 
wan features, as he answered slowly — 

" They only have cause to fear, who will he the losers by the 
change ! A youth who casts off the trammels of his guardians 
is not apt to doubt his ability to govern himselfl England has 
held these colonies so long in leading-strings, that she forgets 
lier ofl^ring is able to go alone." 

" Now, sir, you exceed even the wild projects of the most 
daring among those who call themselves the *Son8 of Liberty* — 
as if liberty existed in any place more favored or more nurtured 
than under the blessed Constitution of England I The utmost 
required is what they terra a redress of grievances, many of 
which, I must think, exist only in imagination." 

** Was a stone ever known to roH upward f Let there be 
but one drop of American blood spilt in anger, and its stain 
will become indelible." 

♦* Unhappily, the experiment has been already tried ; and yet 
years have rolled by, while England keeps her footing and au- 
thority good." 

"Her authority!" repeated the old man: "see you not, 
Major Lincoln, in the forbearance of this people, when they felt 
themselves in the wrong, the existence of the very principles 
that will render them invincible and unyielding when right ? 
But we waste our time — ^I came to conduct you to a place 
where, with your own ears, and with your own eyes, you may 
hear and see a little of that spirit which pervades the land. 
You will foUow?" 

" Kot, surely, in such a tempest !" 

" This tempest is but a trifle to that which is about to break 
upon you, unless you retrace your steps ; but follow, I repeat : 
If a man of my years disregards the night, ought an English sol- 
dier to hesitate ?" ' 

The pride of Lionel was touched ; and remembering an 'en- 
gagement he had previously made with his aged friend to ac- 
company him to a scene like this, he made such changes in hi^ 
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iross as would serve to conceal his profession, threw on a large 
doak to protect his person, and was about to lead the way him 
Bel^ when he was aroused by the Toice of the other. 

" You mistake' the route" he said : ^ this is to be a secret, 
and I h^pe a profitable yisit*— -none must know of yoinr pres- 
snce ; and if you are a worthy son of your honorable fiither, 
1 need hardly add that my faith is pledged for your discre- 
tion." 

" The pledge will be respected, sir/' said Lionel, haughtily ; 
^ but in order to see what you wish, we are not to remain 
here T 

^ Follow, then, and be silent," said the old man, turning and 
opening the doors which led into a little apartment lighted by 
one of those smaller windows abeady mentioned in describing 
the exterior of the building. The passage was dark and nar- 
row ; but, observing the warnings of his companion, Lionel 
succeeded in descending, in safety, a flight of steps which 
formed a private communication between the offices of the 
dwelling and its iq)per apartinenlB. They paused an instant at 
the bottom of the stairs, where the youth expressed h» amazor 
ment that a stranger should be so much more familiar with 
the building than ^ he who had for so many days made it his 
home. 

** Have I not often told you," retaimed the old man, with, a 
severity in his voice which was even apparent in its SApprei^sed 
tones, " that I have known Boston for near a hundred years ? 
IIow many edifices like this does it Contain, that I should not 
have noted its erection ! But follow in silence, and be pru- 
dent." 

He now opened a door which conducted them through one 
end of the building, into the court-Jrard' in which it was situ- 
ated. As they emerged into the open air, Lionel perceived the 
figure of a man, crouching under the walls, as if seeking a shelter 
from the driving rain. The moment they appeared, this person 
arose, and followed as they moved towards tie street 
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^ Are we not watched ?" fiitid Lioiiel, Btopping to faoe (hi 
ufikaown. ^ Whom have we skulking in our footstepe V 

"' 'lis the boy" said the old muD — ^for whom- we mvatadopi 
the name of Ealph, whieh it wQuld appear was the usual term 
used bj Job whea addressing Us mothe;?'s gue^t — ^'^'tis the boy, 
and he can do us no harm. God has granted to him a kQowl- 
edge between much of what is good and that which is evil, 
though the mind o>f the ehild is, at times, sadly weakened by 
his bodily aihngs. His heart, however, is with his country, at 
a inomeni when she needs all hearts to maintain her rights " 

The young British officer bowed his head to meet the tem- 
pest^ and smiled scornfully within th^ folds of his cloak, which 
he drew more closely around his form, as they met the gale in 
the open streets of the town. They had passed swiftly through 
many narrow and crooked ways, before another word was ut- 
tered between the adventurers. Lionel miised on the singular 
and indefinable interest that he took in the movementB. of his 
companion, which could draw him at a time like, this j^om the 
shelter of Mrs. Iieohma^els too^ to wander -he ]cnew not whither, 
and COL an toand whidh might even be dangerous to his per- 
son. Sdll he followed, unhesitaitipgly ; for with these passing 
thoughts were blended the recollection of themipiy recent and 
' interesting conmiunications he had held with the old man dur- 
ing their long and dose association- in the slup; nor was he 
Wanting in a natural interest for all that involved the safety 
and happiness of the plaoe of his biirth. Ke kept the form ol 
his ag^ guide in his eye, as the other moved before him, care- 
less of the tempest which beat on his withered firame^ and he 
heard the heavy footsteps of Job in his rear, who had closed so 
near his own person, as to share, in some measure, in the sheltei 
of his ample dblLk. But no other living being seepied to have 
ventured abroad; alid even the few sentinela they passed, in- 
stead of pacing 'm front of those doors which it was their duty 
to guard, were ccmcealed behind the angles of waUs, or souglit 
shelter under the projections of some &voring root At mo- 
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mentA the vnmi rushed iirto the naitow STenues of the streeta, 
ftbng whioh it swept, with « noise not unlike the hoUow roar* 
ing of the sea, and with a violence which was nearly irresisti- 
ble. At such times, Lionel was ccxnpelled to pause, and even 
frequendj to recede a little from his path, while his guide, sup- 
ported hj his high purpose, and but little obstrueUd. bj his garr 
ments, seemed, to the bewildered imagination of his follower; 
to glide through the night witl^ a fisuality that was supermituraL 
At length ithe old man, who had got soine distanoa ahead o£ his 
followers, suddenly paused, and i^owed Liotel to approach to 
his side. The latter observed, with, surprise, that he had stop- 
ped before the root and stump of a tree, which had once grown 
on the borders of a street, and which appeared to hav^ been ne- 
oeniLy felled. 

'^Do yon see this remnant of the Elm T sud lUlph, when the 
others had stopped also. '^ Their axes htm .succeeded in de- 
stroying the mother plant, but her scions areflourbhing through- 
out a continent P • • 

^ I do not comprehend you,'' returned Xibnel; ^I aee here 
nothing but the stump of some tree ; sur^y the ministecs of the 
king are not aosweraUe that it stanob no longed i" 
^ ^Tho" ministers of the king are anctwerable to their master, 
that it has ever become what it is : but speak to. the ^y at 
your side ; he will tdl you of its virtues." 

laond tunied towards Job, and perceived, by the ob6c..re 
light of the moon, to* his surprise, that the changeling itood with 
his head bared to the storm, regarding the root with an extra- 
ordinary degree of reveiience; 

''This is all a mystery to me," he said; ''what ^ you know 
abouttkiastump to stand i]ia!#eo{^.b6yr , . 

""I^ the root ^ ' liberty-tree,' " said Job, "and 'tis wicked 
to pass it without making your manners i" 

" And what has this tree done lor liberty, that it has merited 
Boinnokrespeot?". 

** What ! why, did you. ever see a tree afore this that could 
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write and ^ve notioeB of Uvwu-meetin^-da^s, or that oonld teQ 
the people what the king meant to do with the tea and his 
stamps I" 

" And could this xnairelloiis tree work such nuracles ?^ 

" To be sure it could, and it did, too. You let stingy Tommy 
think to get above the people with any of his cunning over 
night, and you might come here next morning, and read a 
warning on the bark of this tree, that would tell all about it, 
and how to put down his deviltries, written out fiiir, in a hand 
as good as Master Lovell himself could put on paper, the best 
day of his grand scholarship." 

'^And who put the paper there?'' 

" Who I" exclaimed Job, a littie positively ; " why, Liberty 
came in the night, and pasted it up herself When Nab 
couldn't get a house to live in. Job used to sleep under the tzee, 
sometimes ; and many a night has he seen Liberty with his own 
eyes come and put up the paper." 

** And was it a woman ?" 

"Do you think Liberty was such a fool as to owne every 
time in woman's clothes, to be followed by the rske-hielly sol- 
diers about the streets I" said Job, witii great contempt in his 
manner. "Sometimes she did, though, and soinetames she 
didn't, just as it happened. And Job ^as in tihe tree when old 
Noll had to give up his ungodly stamps ; though he didn't do it 
till the ' Sons of Liberty' bad chucked his stamp-shop in the 
dock, and hung him and Lord Boot together, on the branches of 
theoldElmr' 

"Hung I" said Lionel, unconsciously drawing back from the 
spot; "wasit ever a gallows ?" 

"Yes, for iffigies," said Job, laughing; "I wish you could 
have been here to see how the old boot, with Satan sticking out 
on't,* whirled about when they swung it offl They give ihe old 
boy a big shoe to put his cloven liu£f inl" 

Lionel, who was familiar witb the peculiar sound that his 
townsmen gave to tbe letter u, now compreh^ded the aUudou 
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to the Earl of Bute^ aad, beginjuog to uoderotaBd more clearly 
tiie nature of the tran^aodona and the uses to which that mem« 
orable tree had been applied, he expressed his desire to pro- 
ceed. 

The old man had suffered Job to make his own explanations, 
though not without a curious interest in the efifect they would 
produce on Lionel ; but the instant the zequeat was ooade to 
adYanee, he turned, and once, more led the way. Their eouise 
was now directed more towards the wharves ; nor. was it long 
before their conductor tuimed into a narrow court, and entered 
a house of rather mean appearanoe, without even observing the 
formality of annoimcing his visit by the ordinary summons of 
clipping at its door. A long, narrow, and dimly-hghted passive 
conducted them to a spacious apartment. £Eur in &e court, which 
af^peared to have been fitted aa a place for the reception of 
large assembhiges of people. In this room weiie collected at 
least a hundred men, seemingly intent on some object of more 
than usual interest^ by the gravity and seriousness oi demeanor 
apparent in every countenance. 

As it waa Sunday, the first impression of Lionel, on entetdag 
the rocoi^ was, that his old friend, who often betrayed a keen 
sensibility qvl subjects of religion^ had brought him there with a 
design to listen to some favorite ezhorter <^ his own peculiar 
tenets, and as a ta^t reproach for a a^lect of the usual ordi- 
nances of that holy day, of which the conscience of the young 
man suddenly accused him, on finding himself unexpectedly 
mingled in such a throng. But after he had forced his p^-son 
an^ong a dense body of men, who stood at the lower end of the 
apartment, and became a silent observer of the scene, he was 
soon made to perceive hia error. The weather had induced all 
present to af^ar in such garments as were best adapted to pro- 
tect them from its fiuy; and their exteriors were rough,* and 
perhaps a little forbidding; bat there waa a composure and de- 
cency v[L the air common to the whole assemUy, which denoted 
thi^ they were men who possessed, in a high d^ree, the oom- 
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mandiiig quality of self-respect. A Very few minutes sufiicied id 
teach liouel tibat he was iu the midst of a meeting ooUeoted to 
difsouss questiooB <M)iinected with th^ political movem^MitB <^ the 
times, though he felt himself a little at a loss to discover the 
precise resnkB it was intended to producew To every question 
there ^ere one or two ftpeaker8,---4a(ien who ex{»*ed6ed their ideas 
in a fiunlliar manner, and wiUi the pecuSiair tones and prcHmii- 
ciationof the .pnmnce, ibhkt left; no room to bdi^ve th«m to be 
orators; of a higher cfaaroctar than thd me^aiuos aad tftidesaien 
of the town. Most^ if not all oif ibheia, wore an air of delibena^ 
tion and ccddness, that would have rendered' their «noerity in 
the cansa they had apparently eeponaed A little equiyoeal, but 
for QQcaaional expressions of coarse, iand sometimes biting in- 
yectiTe^ithat tihey expended oq the ministers ot the erown, and 
for the perfect and firm upatiimity that was maotfesited, as each 
expression of the common £acHng>a8; taken, afterthe manner 
of deliberatire bodie& Certain f esoluttons, in whkb the most 
raapectfuloemonsteanoes were sin^darly Jblehded with l^e bold- 
est assertions of constitutional prmdplea, wer^ r^ad^ and passed 
widkoiit ,a diasentihg wioe, though with a calmness that indi- 
cated, no very stnmg. excitement tionel was p^tdiarly struck 
with the laognage of these wiitten opinion^ wMch. were ex- 
pressed with a purity, and sometinMS with an elegance of style, 
TFhicb i^ainly showed that the acquaint;ance df the sober artisan 
wUh the instrument: through whose periods he was Unndering, 
was quite xeceinty and .&r irom being very intimate. The ey^» 
of the young addia wandered i&xHn face to face with a strong 
desire to detect the aectet inoTen, of the e^jbene he was witoess- 
ing; ii(» was he long without selecting one individHid as an 
d)Ject peculiarly deaervii^ of his sospidons. It was a man 
apparently but just entering into middle age, of an app^irance, 
botli in person and in such parts of .Ina dress as escaped from 
beneath his oTercoat, that denoted him to be of a ^kss alto- 
gether anperior to the mass of the assembly. A deep but manly 
respect was evidently paid to this gentleman by those who stood 
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nearest to liis peiSQB ; and ono6 <»* twice tliere were close and 
earnest communications passing between him and* the more 
oslensiUe leaders of the meeting, which roused the six^ncions of 
Lionel in tb^ manner related. Notwithstandii^ the secret dis- 
like thajk the English officer snddenlj cpnceived. against a man 
that he fancied was thus abusing his powers, by mrging others 
to acts of insubordination, he could not conceal £romr himself U^e 
tskYGfa\sifi. impression .made by the <^n, fearless^ and engaging 
GOiu^tjBQan^.of the stnu^r. Lionei wa3i iB0;8itnated as. to be 
able to keepluA person, which was partly concealed by.tihe taller 
fonns th|it surrounded hiih, in constant view; nor. was it long 
bef(»e ]^s earnest and ouiious gaae caught the attention of, the 
other. Glances of marked meaning were exchanged between 
them during the remainder of the evening, uhtii the chairman 
announced that the ob^ecte of the,.€Ointocati0n..w]em'aotom- 
pliahed, and difi&olved tbejneeting.; 

lioml raised, himself fromihisi reclining attitude, against the 
wall, ja^d .^bmitted to be /c4med hf tiiccuneni o£ human 
bodies into the dark passage^ through: which he had^ntetoed the 
room. Here he lingered a moment, with a tifiw.to.neeover his 
lost companion, and with a secret wish to. acuin moce narrowly 
. the proceedings of the tnan whose air and manner had so. long 
ehai^ed his attention. The crowd had sensibly diminished be- 
fore he was aware thai i&w remained besides himself^ nor would 
he then have discovered that he was likely to become an object 
of auqncion to those few, had not a voice at his elbow recalled 
his reeoUeetioin* 

"Does Ha)or Lincoln meet his countrymen Unn^t as one 
who symiMithizes ih thcfir wrongs, or as the.&vosfed and pros- 
pei^ous oficer of the crowu?^' asked the very man for who»* 
person he had so long been looking in vttn* . 

" Is sympathy with the oppressed mcompatible with loyally 
to my prince f demanded Lionel. 

*That it is not,** said the stranger, in a fiieodly accent, " is 
apparent from the conduct of many gallant Englishmen among 
86 
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lu^ who espouse our cause — but we claim Major Liiic<^ as a 
countryniaa." 

^ Perhaps, air, it would be indiscreet just now to disavow that 
dde, let my dispositions be as thej itoy," returned Lionel, smil- 
ing a little haughtily ; ^ this may not be as secure a spot in 
which to avow one's sentiments, as the town common, or the 
palace of St. James." 

"■ Had the king been ^^esent to-night. Major Lincoln, wduld 
he have heard a single sentence x^poeed to that constitution; 
which has declared him a member too sacred to be offended ?** 

*^ Whatever niay hare been the legality of your sentiments, 
sir, they surely have not been expressed in language altogether 
fit for a royal ear.'' 

"' It may not have been adulation, or even flattery, but it is 
truth — a quality no less sacred than the rights of kings." 

^ This is neither a place nor an oecasioii, sir," said the young 
soldier, quickly, ^ to discuss the rights of our common master ; 
but i£j as from your maimer and your knguage I think not im- 
prd[>alde, we should meet hereafter in a higher sphere, you will 
not find me at a loss to vindicate his daims." 

The stranger smiled with meaning, and as he bowed before he 
fell back and was lost in the darkness of the passage, he replied — 

^ Our &thers have often met in such society, I believe ; God 
Sorbid that their sons should ever encounter in a less friendly 
manner.", 

Uonel, now finding himself alone, groped his way into the 
street, where he perceived Ralph and the changeling in waiting 
for his appearance. Without demanding the cause of the oth- 
er's delay, the old man proceeded by the side of his companions, 
with the same indifference to the tempest as before, towavds the 
residence of Mrs. Lechmere. 

^ You have now had some evidence of the spirit that per- 
vades this people," said Ralph, after a few moments of silence ; 
*^ think you still there is no danger that the volcano witt ex- 
plode?" 
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^ Surely every thing I have heard and seen to-night confirms 
such an opinion," returned Lionel ^Men on the threshold of 
rebellion seldom reason so closely, and with such moderation. 
Why, the very fuel for the combustion, the rabble themselves, 
discuss their constitutional principles, and keep under the mantle 
of law, as though they were a club of learned Templars.'' 

^ Think you that ihi^ fire will bum less steadily, because what 
you call the fuel has been prepared by the seasoning of time r 
returned Ralph. ^ But this comes from sending- a youth into 
a foreign land for his education I The boy rates his sober and 
earnest countrymen on a lev^ with the peasants of Europe." 

So much Lionel was aUe to comprehend ; but notwithstanding 
the old naan muttered vehemently to himself for some time 
longer, it was in a tone too indistinct for his ear to understand 
lus meaning. When they arrived in a part of the town with 
which Lionel was £Eum]iar, his aged guide pointed out his way, 
and took his leave, saying — 

'^ I see that nothing but the last, and dreadful argumient of 
fiwce, will convince you of the purpose of the Americans to 
resist their oppressors. God avert the evil hour ! but when it 
shall ocwne, as eome it must, you will learn your eoror, young 
man, and, I trusty will not disregard the natural ties of country 
and kindred." 

Lionel would have spoken in reply, but the rapid steps of 
Ralph rendered his wishes vain ; for, before he had time for 
utterance, his emaciated form was seen gliding, like an inmiii- 
(erial being, through the sheets of driving rain, and was soon 
io6t to the eye, as it vanished in the dim shades of night, fol- 
lofwed by the more substantial frame of the idiot 

5 
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CHAPTER VII. 

** Sergeant, yon BhaU. Thus are poor aenritoi% 
When others Bleep upon their qnlet beds, 
GoDBtralaed to watoh in darkneaB, rain, and ookL" 

Kino Hkhbt VL 

Two or tliree days of fine, balmy, spring weather saoceedeJ 
to the storm, during which Li(Hiel saw no more of his aged 
fellow-Toyager. Job, however, attached lumself to the British 
soldier with a ccmfiding helplessness that toudied the heart of 
. his young protector, who gaiheied fipom ihe eiicumstanoe a just 
opinion of the nature of the abuses that the unfortunate change 
ling was frequently compelled to endure from the brutal soldiery. 
Meriton performed the functions of nuister of the wardrobe to the 
lad, by Lionel's express conunands, with evident disgust^ but with 
manifest advantage to the external appearance, if with np very 
sensible evidence of having added to the .comfort of his charge. 
During this short period, the slight impression made on Lionel by 
ihe scene related in the preceding chapter, faded before the 
cheerful changes of the season, and the increasing interest 
which he &lt in the society of his youthful kinswomien. Pol- 
warth relieved him from all cares of a domestic nature, and the 
peculiar shade of sadness, which at times had been so very per- 
ceptible in his countenance, was changed to a look of a more 
brightening and cheerful character. Polwarth and Lionel had 
found an officer, who had formerly served in ih^ sanae re^m^nt 
with them in the British Islands^ in command of a company of 
grenadiers, which formed part of the garrison of Boston. This 
gentleman, an Irishman, of the name of M'Fuse, was qualified 
to do great honor to the culinary skiU of the officer of light 
infantry, by virtue of a keen natural gusto for whatever pos- 
sessed the inherent properties of a savory taste, though utterly 
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destitutd of any of that remarkable scientific knowledge which 
might be said to distinguish the other in the ai-t He was, in 
consequence of this double claim on the notice of Lionel, a 
frequent guest at the nightly banquets prepared by Polw^rth. 
Accordingly, we find him, on the eveniog of the third day in 
the week, seated with his two friends around a board plentifully 
garnished by the care of that gentleman, on the preparations 
for which more than usual skill had been exerted, if the repeated 
declarations of the disciple of Heliogabalus^ to th%t eifect, were 
entitled to ordinary credit. 

" In short, Major Lincoln," said Polwarth, in continuance of his 
favorite theme, while seated before the table, " a man may live 
anywhere, provided he poesesses food — in England, or out of 
England, it matters not. Kaiment may be necessary to appear- 
ance, but food is the only indispensable that nature has imposed 
on the animal world ; and, in my opinion, here is a sort of obli- 
gation on every man to be satisfied, who has wherewithal to 
appease the cravings of his appetite. Captain MTuse, I will 
thank you to cut that sirloin with the grain." 

" What matters it, Polly " said the captain of grenadiers, with 
a slight Jiish accent, and with the humor of his countrymen 
strongly depicted in his fine, open, manly features, ^' which way 
a bit of meat is divided, so there be enough to allay the cravings 
of the appetite ?" 

^ It is a collateral assistance to nature that should never be 
neglected," returned Polwarth, whose gravity and seriousness 
at his banquet3 were not easily disturbed : '' it facilitates masti- 
cation and aids digestion, two considerations of great import- 
ance to military men, sir, who have fi^quently such little time 
for the former, and no rest after their meals to complete the 
latter." 

" He reasons like an army contractor, who wishes to make 
one ration do the work of two, when transportation is high " 
laid M*Fuse, winking to Lionel. " According to jovlt pr^nci^ 
ples^ then, Polly, n potato is your ti;u§ campaigner^ for that i§ ^ 
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sr'atiire you may cut any way without disturbing the grain, pro- 
vided the article be a little m'aly " 

"Pardon me, Captain M'Fuse," said Polwarth: "a potato 
diould be broken, and not cut at all — ^there is no vegetable 
more used, and less understood, than the potato." 

" And is it you, P&ter Polwarth, of Nesbitt's light infantry," 
mterrupted the grenadier, Ia3ring down his knife and fork widi 
an air of infinite humor, " that will tell Dennis M^Fuse how to 
carve a potato I I will yield to the right of an Englishman 
over the chivalry of an ox, your sirloins, and your lady-rumps, 
if you please ; but in my own country, one end of every farm 
b a bog, and the other a potato-field — ^*tis an Irishman^ patri- 
mony that you are making so free with, sir!" 

" The possession of a thing, and the knowledge how to use 
it, are two very different properties — ^" 

'' Give me the property of possession, then," again interrupt- 
ed the ardent grenadier, "especially when a morsel of the 
green island is in dispute; and trust an old soldier of the Royal 
Irish to carve his own enjoyments. Now, FU wager a month's 
pay — and that to me is as much as if the major should say, 'Done 
for a thousand' — ^that you can't tell how many dishes can be 
made, and are made every day in Ireland, out of so simple a 
thing as a potato." 

" You roast and boil ; and use them in stufiSng tame birds^ 
sometimes, and — ^ 

" All old woman's cookery !" interrupted M*Fuse, with an af- 
fectation of great contempt in his manner. "Now, sir, we 
have them with butter, and without butter — ^that counts two ; 
then we have the fruit p'aled ; and — ^" 

" Impaled," said Lionel, laughing. " I believe this nice con- 
troversy must be referred to Job, who is amusing himself in the 
comer there, I see, with the very subject of the dispute trans- 
fixed on his fork in the latter condition." 

" Or suppose, rather," said M*Fuse, " as it is a matter to ex- 
ercise the judgment of Solomon, we make a potato umpire o^ 
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Master Setk Sage, yonder, who should have some of the wisdom 
of the royal Jew, by the sagacity of his countenance as well as 
of his name." 

^ Don't you call Seth r'yal," said Job, suspending his occu- 
pati<Hi on the vegetable. " The king is r'yal and fla'nty, but 
neighbor Sage lets Job come in and eat, like a Christian.'' 

"That lad there~ is not altogether without reason. Major Ian- 
coin," said Polwarth; "on the contrary, he discovers an in* 
stinctive knowledge of good from evil, by ^voring us with his 
company at the hour of ineals.'* 

" The poor fellow finda but little at home to tempt him to re- 
main there, I fear," said Lionel ; " and as he was one of the 
first acquaintances I made on returning to my native land, I 
have desired Mr. Sage to admit him at aU proper hours ; and 
especially, Polwarth, at those times when he can have an oppor- 
tunity of doing homage to your skilL" 

^' I am glad to see him," said Polwarth ; '^ for I love an un- 
instructed palate, as much as I admire, naivete in a, woman. Be 
so good as to favor me with a cut from the breiet of that wild- 
goose, MTuse — ^not quite so far Ibrward, if you please; your 
migratory birds are apt to be tough about the wing-^but sim 
plicity in eating is, after all, the great secret of life ; that and 
a sufficiency of food." 

"^ You may be right this time," replied the greni^lier, laugh- 
ing ; " for this fellow made one of the flankers of the flock, and 
did double duty in wheeling, I believe, or I have got him against 
the grain too I But, PoUy, you have not told us how you im- 
prove in ypur light-infEmtry exercises of late." 

By this time, Polwarth had made such progress in the essen- 
tial part of his meal, as to have recovered in some measure 
his usual tone of good-nature, and he answered with less 
gravity— 

^ If Gage does not work a reformation in our habits^ he will 
iliig us all to death. I suppose you know, Leo^.tnat all the 
flank companies are relieved from the guards to learn a new 



102 LIOSIbL LINC0L^7. 

species of exercise. They call it relieving us, but the only ro* 
lief I find in the matter is when we lie down to fire — there is a 
luxurious moment or two then, I must confess." 

** 1 have known the fact, any time these ten days, by your 
inoanings," returned Lionel. " But what do you argue fi'om 
this particular exercise, Captain M^Fuse f Does Gage contem- 
plate more than the customary drills T 

" You question me now, sir, on a matter in which I am un- 
instructed,'* said the grenadier. ^* I am a soldier, and obey my 
orders, without pretending to inquire into their objects or mer- 
its : all I know is, that both grenadiera and light in&ntry are 
taken from the guards ; and that we travel over a good deal of 
solid earth each day, in the way of marching and counter- 
marching, to the manifest discomfiture and reduction of Polly, 
there, who loses flesh as fast as he gains ground.** 

"Do you think so, Mac?" cried the delighted captain of 
light infantry. ** Then I have not all the detestable motion in 
vain. They have ^ven us little Harry Skip as a drill-officer, 
who, I believe, has the most restless foot of any man in his 
majesty's service. Do you join with me in opinion, Master 
Sage f Tott seem to meditate on the subject as if it had some 
secret charm." 

The individual to whom Polwarth addressed this question, 
and who has been already named, was standing with a plate in 
his hand, in an attitude that bespoke close attention, with a 
sudden and deep interest in the discourse, though his eyes were 
bent on the floor, and his face was averted as i^ while listening 
earnestly, he had a particular desire to be unnoticed. He was 
the owner of the house in which Lionel had taken his quarters. 
His family had been some time before removed into the coun- 
try, under the pretence of his inability to maintain them in a 
place destitute of business and resources, like Boston ; but he 
remained himselfj for the double purpose of protecting his prop 
erty and serving his guests. This man partook, in no small 
degree, of the qualities, both of person and mind, which distin 
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grniah a large class among bis countrymen. In the former, he 
was rather over than mider the middle stature ; was thin, angu- 
lar, and awkward, but possessing an unusual proportion of sinew 
and bone. His ejes were small, black, scintillating, and it was 
not easy to fiancy that the intelligence they manifested was un- 
mingled with a large proportion of shrewd cunning. The rcdt 
of his countenance was meager, sallow, and rigidly demure. 
Thus called upon, on a sudden, by Polwarth f<H: an opinion, 
Seth answered, with the cautious reserve with whidi he inva- 
riably delivered himself — 

^ The adjutant is an uneasy man ; but that, I suppose, is so 
much the better for a light-infantry officer. Captain Polwarth 
must find it considerable jading to keep the step, now the gen- 
eral has ordered these new doings with the soldiers." 

^ And what may be your opinion of these doings, as you call 
them, Mr. Sage ?" asked MTuse. ^ You, who are a man of 
observation, should understand your countrymen; will they 

fight r 

** A rat will fight if the cats pen him," said Seth, without 
raising his eyes fix>m his occupation. 

•* But do the Americans conceive themselves to be penned ?" 

** Why, that is pretty much as people think, captain. The 
country was in a great touse about the stamps and the tea, but 
I always said such folks as didn^t give their notes-of-hand, and 
had no great relish for any thing more than country food, 
wouldn't find themselves cramped by the laws, after all.'^ 

*^ Then you see no great oppression in being asked to pay 
your bit of a tax, Master Sage," cried tie grenadier, " to main- 
tain such a worthy fellow as myself in a dacent equipage to 
fight your batdesT 

" Why, as to that, captain, I suppose we can do pretty much 
the whole of our own fighting, when occasion calls ; though I don't 
think there is much stomach for such doings among the people, 
without need.'' 

** But what do you think the * Committee of Safety^' and 
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your * SouB of liberty,' as they call themselves really mean, b} 
their parades of ^ minute-men,' their gathering of provisioDS, 
carrying off the cannon, and such oth^ formidable and ap- 
palling preparations — ^ha 1 honest Seth t Do tbey .think to 
frighten British soldiers with the roll of a drum, or are they 
amusing themselves, like boys in the hohdays^ with playing 
war?" 

^ I should conclude," said Seth, with undisturbed gravity 
and caution, '^ that the people are pretty much engaged, and in 
earnest" 

^ To do what?" deman4ed the Irishmmu ^To forge ibtiT 
own chains;, that we may fetter theifi in truth ?" 

'^ Why, seeing that they have burnt the stamps, and thrown 
the tea into the harbor;" returned Seth, " and, since that, have 
taken the management into their own hands, I should rather 
conclude that they have pretty much determined to do ^hat 
they think best." 

Lionel and Polwarth laughed aloud, and the former observed — 

" Tou appear not to come to conclusions with our host. Cap- 
tain MTuse, notwithstanding so much is determined. Is it well 
understood, Mr. Sage, that large reinforcements are obmii^ to 
the colonies, and to Boston in particular ?" 

" Why, yes," returned Seth; " it seems to be pretty generally 
contemplated on." 

'^ And what is the result of these contemplations t" 

Seth paused a moment, as if uncertain whether he was miaBter 
of the other's meaning, before he replied — 

" Why, as the country is considerably engaged in the busi- 
ness, there are some who think, if the ministers donH dpea the 
port, that it will be done without much further wofds by the 
people." 

^^ Do you know," said Lion^, gravely, ^ that such an attempt 
woidd lead directly to a civil war f ' 

"I suppose it is sa& to calculate that such doings, would ]»riiig 
on disturbanoes," returned his phlegmatic host. 
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^ And you . speak of it^ sir, as a thing not to be deprecated, 
(Mr averted by every possible means in the power of the na- 
tion!" 

^^ If the port is opened, and the right to tax given up," said 
Seth, cahnly, '^ I can find a man in Boston wWll engage to let 
them draw all the blood that will be spilt^ from his own veins, 
for nothing." 

^ And who n^y that redoubtable individual . be, Master 
Sage?" cried M'Fuse. "Your own plethoric person? How 
now, Doyle — to what am I indebted for the honor of thw 
visit?" 

This sudden question was put by the captain of grenadiers 
to the orderly of his own company, who at that instant filled 
the door of the apartment with his huge frame, in the attitude 
of military respect, as if about to address his officer. 

^ Orders have come down, sir, to parade the men at half, an 
hour aflter tattoo, and to be in readiness for active service." 

The three gentlemen rose together from their chairs at this 
intelligence, while M 'Fuse exdaimed< — '^ A night-march ! Pooh ! 
We are to be sent back to garrison duty, I suppose ; the com- 
panies in the line grow sleepy, and wish a relief. Gage might 
have taken a more suitable time, than to put gentlemen on 
their march so soon after such a feast as this of yours, Polly " 

" There is some deeper meaning to so extraordinary an or^ 
der," interrupted Lionel : " there goes the tap of the tattoo, this 
instant! Are no other troops but your company ordered to 
parade?** 

" The whole battalion is undep the same orders, your honor, 
and so is the batttaUon of light in&ntry ; I was commanded to 
report it so to ^Captain Polwarth, if I Baw him." 

^ This bears some meaning,r gentlemen," said Lionel, ^^and it 
is nsjcessary to be looked to. K eitiier corps leaves the town 
to-night, I will marcb with it as a volunteer ; for it is my busi- 
ness, just now, to examine into the state of Uie country" 

" That we shall march to-night, is sure, your honor,^ added 



106 LIONEL LINCOLIf'. 

the sergeant, with the confidence of an old soldier ; " but iioi« 
far, or on what road, is known only to the officers of tlie staff ; 
though the men think we are to go out by the colleges." 

"And what has put so learned an opinion in their silly 
heads f demanded his captain. 

** One of the men who has been on leave, has just got in, 
and reports that a squad of gentlemen from the army dined 
near them, your honor, and that as night set in they mounted, 
and began to patrol the roads in that direction. He was met 
and questioned by four of them as he crossed the flats,^ 

" All this confirms my conjectures," cried Lionel : " there is 
a man who might now prove of important service — Job — ^where 
is the simpleton, Meriton ?** 

" He was called out, sir, a minute since, and has left the 
house." 

" Then send in Mr. Sage," continued the young man, musing 
as he spoke. A moment after it was reported to him that Seth 
had strangely disappeared also. 

" Curiosity has led him to the barracks," said Lionel, ** where 
duty calls you, gentlemen. I will despatch a little business, 
and join you there in an hour ; you cannot march short of that 
time." 

The bustle of a general departure succeeded. Lionel threw 
his cloak into the arms of Meriton, to whom he delivered his 
orders, took his arms, and, making his apolo^es to bis guests, 
he left the house with the manner of one who saw a presang 
necessity to be prompt. MTuse proceeded to equip himseH 
with the deliberation of a soldier who was too much practised 
to be easily disconcerted. Notwithstanding his great delibera- 
tion, the delay of Polwarth, however, eventually vanquished the 
patience of the grenadier, who exclaimed, on hearing the other 
repeat, for the fourth time, an order concerning the preservation 
of certain viands, to which he appeared to cling in spirit, after a 
carnal separation was directed by fortune. 

** Poh ! poh ! man,** exclaimed the Irishman ; ** why will you 
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both^ jooTBelf on the ere of a march with luch epicurean pro- 
pensities ! It^g the soldier who should show your hermits and 
anchorites an example of mortification; hesides, PoUj, this 
affectatfon of oare and- provision is the less exensable in yourself 
— you, who have been well aware that we were to mardi on a 
secret expedition this very night on which you seem so much 
troubled." 

^ I T' exclaimed Polwarth ; ^ as I hope to eat another meal, I 
am as ignorant as the meanest corporal in the army of the 
whole transaction. Why do you suspect otherwise ?" 

** Trifles tell the old campaigner when and where the blow is 
to be struck," returned M^Fuse, cooUy drawing his mihtary over- 
coat tighter to his large frame ; ^ have I not, with my own eyes, 
seen you, within the hour, provision a certain captain of light 
ii^Euitry after a veiy heavy fashion f Damn it, man ! do you 
think I have served these five*and-twenty years, and do not 
know that when a. garrison begins to fill its granaries, it expects 
a mege t" 

^ I have paid no more than a suitable compHm^tt to the en- 
tertainment of Major Lincoln," returned Polwarth ; ^ but so fax 
from having had any very extraordinary appetite, I have not 
found myself in a condition to do all the justice I could wii^ to 
several of the dishes. Mr. Meriton, I will thank you to have 
the remainder of that bird sent down to the barracks, where my 
man will receive it; and, as it may be a long march and a 
hungry one, add the tongue, and a fowl, and some of the ragout; 
we can warm it up at any farm-house. Well take the piece of 
bee^ Mac — ^Leo has a partioolar taste for n cold cut; and you 
might put up the ham, also ; it will keep better than any thing 
else, if we should be out long^^and — amd — ^I believe that will 
do, MeritonT* 

^I am as much rejoiced to hear it as I should be to hear a 
proc^smAtion of wiur read at Charing Gross," cried M^Fuse 
"^you should have been a commissary, Pdly — ^nature meant 
you for an army sutler I" 
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^' Laugh aa you will, Mac,'* returned the good-humored Pol 
worth ; ^I shall hear your thauloi when we halt for :lx:ekk&at; 
but I attend you now/* 

As they left the house^le contmued, '*I hope Oa^ means 
no more than to posh us a little in .advaaoe with a yiew t^ pro- 
tect the foragers and the^upplies of the ariny. Such a situation 
would have very pretty advantages; for a system migbt be 
established that would give the mess of the light corps' the 
choice of the whc^ market'* 

" Tis a mighty preparation about fiomd old iron ffxa, inrhich 
would cost a man!his life to put a match to/' returned M'Fuse, 
cavalierly; "f<Mr my part, Captain Pdwarth,.if we are to fight 
these colonists at. all, I would: do; the thing lite a taan, and 
allow the lads to gather together a suitable arsenal, .that wben 
we come to blows^ it maybe a military tt&in As it.i^ow 
stands, I ^ould be ashamed, aft I am a soldier and an Iridunin, 
to bid my fellows puU a trigger or make a charge on a iset of 
peasants, whose firearms look more like rusty water-pipes than 
muskets, and who have half a dozen cannon with toueb-holes 
that a man may put his head in, with mtizsles jU9t laige ^ough 
to throw inarbles.** 

** I don't know, Mao,** said Pol warth, while they diligently 
pursu^ then: way towards the quartets of their m^ii;^ f evieia a 
marble may destroy a man's appetite tox hiS: disin^; and the 
countrymen posseiss a great advantagis over us in Qomtoanding 
the supplies ; the ^fference in equipments^ould not more than 
balance the odds.** . 

[^ I wish to disturb no gentleman's q>inion 6n- m&ttei« of 
military disonetion, Captain Polwarth," jiaid: ihfe gi^ni^er, with 
anair of high mifftial pride; *' but I take it there. e»st|$ a ma- 
terial difference between a soldier and a butcher, thoi^'kiUitig 
be a business coonmon to both. I 'r^>eat^ si^, I hi^.that'this 
secret exjpedition is for a mote wotthy object than to deprive 
those poofT devils, with whom we are about to. fight^ of the 
means of making; a good battle; and I add, or, that duch is 
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■ound militarj doctrine, without regarding wbc may choose to 
controvert it." 

^ Tour sentiments are generous and manl j, Mac ; but, after 
all, there is both a ph3rsical and moral obligation on every man > 
to eat ; and if starvation be the xxmsequence of permitting your 
enemies to bear arms, it becomes a solenm duty to deprive them 
of their wet^ns. No, no ; I will support Gage in such a meas- 
ure, at present, as highly military." 

** And he is much obliged to you, sir, for your support^" ro- 
tmmed the other ; '^ I apprehend, Captain Polwarth, whenever 
the Ideutenaat-general Gage finds it necessary to lean on any 
GOB for e3ctraoidinary assistance, h^ will remember that there is 
a regiment called the Boyat Irish in the country, and that he is 
not eiitirely ignorant of the qualities of the people of his own 
nation. You have done well, Captain Folwarih^ to choose tiie 
l]ghi4nfanizy service; they ai^ a sidt <^ foragers^ and can help 
ihemselm; but the gfenadiers^ thank God, love to encounter 
men, and not cattle, in the field." 

How long the good-natund; of Polwartii would have endured 
the. infireasing taunts of the Irishman, who was exasperating 
himself gradually, by his own argUm^nta, there is no possibility 
of determining; for their arritoi at the. barracks put an end to 
the eontnoversy and to the feeling it was beginning to engender. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

** Pr^eerre tby Biybs^ OBtbrifty girl I 
To purify the air; 
Thy tean to tbresd, tnstead Df peai^ , 
On bracelets of thy hair/* Dsvxiiaii's^ 

Lionel m ght ha\re blushed to acknowledge the secret and 
inexplicable influence which his unknown and mysterious friend 
Ralph had obtained over his feelings, but 'which induced him, 
on leaving his own quarters thus hastily, to take his way into 
the lower parts of the town, in quest of the residence of Abigail 
Pray. He had not visited the sombre tenement of this woman 
since the night of his arrival, but its proximity to the well*known 
town-hall, as well as the quaint architecture of the building it- 
self, had frequently brought its exterior under his observation in 
the course of his rambles through the place of hk nativity. A 
guide being consequently unnecessary, he took the most direct 
and frequented route to the Dock Square. When Lionel issued 
into the street, he found a d^p darkness already enveloping the 
peninsula of Boston, as if nature had lent henelf to the secret 
designs of the British conmiandant The fine strain of a shrill 
fife was playing among the naked hills of the place, accompanied 
by the occasional and measured taps of the sullen drum ; and, 
at moments, the full rich notes of the horns would rise from the 
common, and, borne on the night air, sweep along the narrow 
streets, causing the nerves of the excited young soldier to thrill 
with a stem pleasure, as he stepped proudly along. The prac- 
tised ear, however, detected no other sounds in the music than 
the usual nightly signal of rest; and when the last melting 
strsdns of the horns seemed to be lost in the clouds, a stillness 
fell upon the town like the deep and slumbering quiet of mid- 
night Ho paused a moment before the gates of Province 
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Kottse, and after examining, with an attentive eye, the windows 
of the building, he spoke to the grenadier, who had stopped in 
his short walk to note the omious stranger. 

** You should have company within, sentinel he said, " by 
(he brilliant light from those windows." 

The rattling of Lionefs side-arms, as he pointed with his 
hand in the direction of the illuminated apartment, taught the 
soldier that he was addressed by his superior, and he answered 
respectfully — 

^It does not become one such as I to pretend to know much 
of what his betters do, your honor ; but I stood before the quar- 
ters of General Wolfe the very night we went up to the Plains 
of Abram ; and I think an old soldier can tell when a move- 
ment is at hand without asking his superiofs any impertinent 
questions.^ 

'^ I suppose, from your remark, the general holds a council 
to-night P said Lionel. 

** No one has gone in, sir, since I have been posted," returned 
the sentinel, ''but the lieutenant-colonel of the 10th, that great 
Northumbrian lord, and the old major of marines. A great 
war-dog is that old man, your honor, and it is not often he 
comes to Province House for nothing." 

" A good-night to you, my old comrade," said Lionel, walking 
aWay : *^ 'tis probably some consultation concerning the new ex- 
ercises that you practise." 

The grenadier shook his head, as if unconcerned, and resumed 
his march with his customary steadiness. A very few minutes 
now brought Lionel before the low door of Abigail Pray, wh^^re 
he again stopped, struck with the contrast between the gloomy, 
dark, and unguarded threshold over which he was about to 
pass, and the gay portal he had just left. Urged, however, by 
his feelings, the young man paused but a moment before he 
tapped lightly for admisraon. After repeating his sunnnons, 
and hearing no reply, he lifted the lateh and entered the build- 
ing without further ceremony. The large and vacant apaxtment 
87 
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IB which he found himself wafi silent and dreary as the still 
streets he had quitted. Groping his way towards the little 
room in the tower, where he hsA met the mother of Job, as be- 
fore related, Lionel found that apartment also tenantless and 
dark. He was turning in disappointment to quit the place, 
when a feeble ray fell from the loft of the building, and settled 
on the foot of a rude ladder which formed the means of commu* 
nication with its upper apartments. Hesitating a single mo- 
ment how to decide, he then yielded to his anxiety^^nd ascended 
to the floor above, with steps a& light aa extreme caution could 
render theuL Like the basement, the building was subdivided 
here into a large open warerbom, and ^ small rudely &U3hed 
apartment in each of its towers. Followitig: the rays £rom a 
candle, he stood cm the threshold of one of these little rooms, in 
which he found the individual of whom he was in quest. The 
old man was seated on the only broken chair which th^ loft 
contained, and before him, on the simple bundle of straw which 
would seem, by the garmehts thrown loosely over the pile, to be 
intended as his place of rest, ky a huge map, spread for inspec- 
tion, which his glazed and sunken eyes appealed to be intently 
engaged in marking. Lionel hesitated again^ while hje regarded 
the white hairs which fell across the temples of the ^trsmger, as 
he bowed his head in his employment, imparting a wild and 
melancholy expression to his remarkable countenanQS, and 
seeming to hallow their possessor by the air pf great age and 
attendant caie that they imparted. 

^I have come to seek you," the young man. at length said, 
** since you no longer deem me worthy of your dare." 

** You come too late," returned Kalph, without betraying the 
least emotion at the suddmrness of the intertuptipB, or even rais- 
ing his eyes, from the map he studied so intently ; ** too late at 
Iea»t to avert calamity, if not to leam wisdcrm from its lessons." 

^ You know, then, of the secret movements of ihe liight ^ 

^'Old ai|;e, lilro mine, seldcnn sleeps," returned Jtalph, looking 
for the first time at his visitor; ^' hr the eternal night of death 
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promiaes a speedy repoee. I, too, served an appreuticeship in 
my youth to your trade of blood." 

** Your watchfulness and experience have then detected the 
signs of preparation in the garrison! Have they also dis* 
covered the objects and probable consequences of the en- 
terprise!" 

^ Both. Gage weakly thinks to crush the germ of liberty, 
which has already quickened in the land, by lopping its feeble 
branches, when it is tooted in the hearts of the people^ He 
thinks that bold thoughts can be humbled by the destruction of 
magazines." 

** It is then only a measure of precaution that he is about to 
take!" 

The old man shook his head mournfully as he answered — 

" It will prove a measure of blood." 

^ I intend to accompany the detachment into the country," 
said Lionel — ^Mt will probably take post at some little dicttance 
in the interior, and it Will afford me a fitting opportunity to 
make those inquiries which you know are so near my heiirt, 
and in which you have promised to assist : it is to consult on 
the means, that I have now sought you." 

The countenance of the stranger seemed to lose its character 
of melancholy reflection, as Lionel spoke, and his eyes moved, 
vacant and unmeaning, over the naked rafters above him, pass* 
ing in their wanderings across the surfice of thei unheeded 
map i^n, until they fell fbli upon the face of the astonished 
youth, where ihey lenudned settled for more than a minute, 
fixed in the glased, riveted look of deatL The lips pf Lione. 
had akeady opened in aniiota inquiry, when the expression of 
life shot again into the features of Ralph, with the suddenness, 
and with an appearance of the physical reality with which light 
flashes from the sun when emerging from a cloud. 

^ You ire iU !" Lionet exclamied, 

** Leave me^" siud the old maii^i'^eave me." 

'^^m'elv not at such a moment^ and alone.'' 
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'^I bid you leave me — ^we shall meet as jou desire, in the 
csountry." 

" Yon would then have me accompany the troops, and expect 
your coming?" 

"Both.*^ 

" Pardon me," said Lionel, dropping his eyes in embarrass 
ment, and speaking with hesitation ; ^ but your present abode 
and the appearance of your attbe, is an evidence that old age 
has come upon you when you are not altogether prepared to 
meet its sufferings." 

" You would offer me money ?" 

" By accepting it, I shall become the obliged party." 

" When my wants exceed my means, young man, your offer 
shall be remembered. Go, now ; there is no time for delay " 

" But I would not leave you alone ; the woman, the tenria 
gant, is better than none." 

^ She is absent" 

^ And the boy — ^ihe ehangeling has the feelingd of humanity, 
and would aid you in extremity." 

"He is better employed than in propping the steps of a 
useless old man. Go then, I entreat — I command, sir, that yoii 
leave me." 

The firm, if not haughty manner, in which the othei: repeated 
his desire, taught Lionel that he had nothing more to expect at 
present, and he obeyed reluctantly, by slowly leaving the apart-' 
ment; and as soon as he had deseeded the ladder,. he began to 
i^traoe his steps towards his own quarters, in croBsing the light 
drawbridge thiown over tihe narrow dock, already mentioned, 
his contemplations wcfb first disturbed by thb sounds of voices, 
at no great distance, apparently conversing in tones that were 
niot intended to be heard by every ear* It was a moment when 
each unusual incident was likely to induce inquiry, and I^onel 
stopped to examine two men, who, at a Htt^ distance, hdd their 
secret and suppressed oommunications. He had, however^ paused 
but an instant, when the whisperns separated; one walkiifgieis 
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orelj up the centre of the sqnare, entering under one of the 
arches of the market-place, and the other coming directly across 
the bridge on which he himself was standing. 

" What, Job, do I find you here, whispering and plotting in 
the Dock Square 1" exclaimed lionel ; " what secrets can you 
have, that require the cover of night !" 

" Job Kves there, in the old ware'us'," said the lad sullenly — 
" Nab has plenty of house-room, now the king won't let the peo- 
ple bring in their goods.** 

'^ But whither are you going t into the water ? surely the road 
to your bed cannot be through the town dock.** 

^ Nab wants fish to eat, as well as a ruff to keep off the rain,*' 
said Job, dropping lightly from the bridge into a small canoe, 
which was &stened to one of Its posts, "and now the Mng has 
closed the harbor, the fish have to oome up in the dark ; for 
come they will ; Boston fish an't to be shut out by acts of Par- 
liament P 

** Poor lad P exckimed Lionel, " return to your home tod 
your bed ; here is money to buy food for your mother, if she 
suffers : you will draw a shot from some of the sentinels by 
going about the harbor thus at mght.** 

" Job can see a ship farther than a ship can see Job,^ returned 
the other ; ** and if they should kill Job, they needn't think to 
shoot a Boston boy without dome stir.** 

Further dialogue was preeluded ; the canoe gliding along the 
outw dock into the harbor, with a stillness and swiftness that 
showed the idiot was not ignorant of ihe business which he 
had undertaken. Lionel resumed his walk, and was passing 
the head of the ek}uare, when he encountered, fiice to face, under 
tlie light of a lamp, the man whose figure he had seen but a 
minute before to issue from beneath the town-hall. A mutual 
ilesire to ascertain thp identity of each other drew them to- 
gether. 

^We meet i^n. Major Lincoln T said the interesting 
Lionel remembesred to have seen at the politico? 
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meeting. ^ Our interviews appear ordained to occur in seisel 
places.** 

^ And Job Pray would seem to be the presiding sjarit," re* 
turned the young soldier. "You parted from him but now!" 

^ I trusty sir,** said the stranger gravely, ^*that this is not a 
land, nor have we fallen on times, when and where an honest 
man dare not say that he has spoken to whom he pleases.** 

" Certainly, sir, it is not for me to. prohibit the intercourse,** 
returned Lionel. '^You spoke of our fiithers; mine is well 
known to you, it would seem, though to me you are a stranger.** 

" And may be so yet a little longer,** said the other, " though 
I think the time is at hand when men will be known in their 
true characters ; until then, Maj(»r Lincoln, i bid you adieu.** 

Without waiting for any reply, the stranger took a different 
direction from that which Lionel was pursuing, and walked 
away with the swiftness of one who was pressed with urgent 
business. Lionel soon ascended into the upper part of the town, 
with the intention of g(Mng into Tremontrstreet, to communicate 
his design to accompany the expedition. It was now apparent 
to the young man that a rumor of the contetnplated movenaent 
of the troops was spreading secretly, but swiftiy, among the 
people. He passed several groups of earnest and excited towns- 
men, conferring together at the comers c^the sjbreets, from some 
of whom he overheard the startlii^ intelligence that the neck, 
the only approach to the place by land, was dosed by a line of 
sentinels ; and that guard-boats from ih0 vessels of war were 
encircling the peninsula in a manner to intercept Hie ooHmiuni- 
cation with the adjacent country. StiU'tio jndicati<>ns of a 
military alarm couljd be discovered^ though, at titnds^ It stifled 
hum, like the notes dT busy preparation, was borne nlong by the 
damp breezes of the night, and mingled with those sounds of a 
spring evening, which increased as he approached the skirts d 
the dwellings. In Tremont-street Lionel found no appearance 
of that excitement, which was spreading so rapidly in the old 
and lower parts of the towiL He paissed into his own room 
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without meeting any of the family, and having completed his 
brief arrangements, he was descending to inquire for his kins- 
women, when the voice of Mrs. Lechmere, proceeding from a 
small apartment appropriated to her own use, arrested his steps. 
Anxious to take leave in person, he ap;»x»ohed the halfK>pen 
door, and would have iaaked permission to enter^ had not his eye 
rested on the person of Abigail Ptay, who was in earnest confer- 
cuce with the mistress of the manauML 

^^A man aged, and poor, say yout" observed Mrs. Lechmere, 
at that instant 

^ And one that seems to know all," interrupted Abigail, glan- 
cing her eyes about with an expression of superstitious terror. 

^ All r echoed Mrs. Lechmere, her lip trembling more with 
apprehension than age ; ^ and he arrived with Major Lincoln, 
say your 

" In the same ship ; and it seems that heaven has ordained 
that he shall dwell with me in my poverty, as a punishment for 
my great sins l" 

^But why do you tolerate his presence, if it be irksome f* 
said Mrs. Lechmere ; ^ you are at least the mistress of your own 
dwelling." 

^ It has pleased God that my home shall be the home of any 
who are so xniserable as to need one. He has the saaie right 
to live in the warehouse that I have." 

^ You have the rights of a woman, and of first possession," 
said Mis. Leehmers, with that unyielding severity of manner 
that Lionel had often observed before; ^I would turn him into 
the street, like a dog." 

^ Into the street 1" repeated Abigail, again looking about her 
in secret terror ; ^ speak lower. Madam Lechmere, for the love 
of heaven. I dare not even look at him : he reminds me of all 
I have ever known, and of all the evil I have ever done, by his 
scorching eye — and yet I cannot tell why ; and then Job wor« 
ships him as a god, and if I should offend him, hd could easily 
worm from the child all lliat vou and I wish so much — ^ 
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^ Hovr I" exclaimed Mrs. Lechmere, in a voice husky with 
horror, ^^ have jou been so base as to make a confidant of that 
fool?" 

^ That fool is the child of my bosom," said Abigail, raising 
her hands,, as if imploring pardon for the indiscretion. ^ Ah ! 
Madam Leehmere, you, who are rich, and great, and happy, and 
M^d such a sweet and sensible grandchild, cannot know how to 
loT^ one like Job ; but when the heart is loaded and heavy, it 
throws its burden on any that will bear it ; and Job is my child, 
though he is but httle better than an idiot !'' 

It was by no trifling exertion of his breeding that Lionel was 
enabled to profit by the inability of Mrs. Lechmere to reply, and 
to turn away from the spot, and cease to listen to a conversa- 
tion that was not intended for his ear. He reached the parlor, 
and threw himself on one of its settees, before he was conscious 
that he was no longer alone or unobserved. 

^ What! Major Lincoln returned from his revels thus early, 
and armed like a bandit, to his teeth !" exclaimed the phtyful 
voice of Cecil Dynevor, who, unheeded, was in possession of -the 
opposite seat, when he entered the room. 

Lionel started, and rubbed his forehead, like a man awaking 
frcon a dream, as he answered — 

'^ Yea^ A bandit, or any other opprobrious name you please; I 
deserve them all." 

" Surdy/' said Cecil, tumio^ pale, ^' none other dare use such 
language of Major Lincoln, and he does it,anjusily." . 

^^What foolish nonsense have I uttered. Miss Dynevor f" 
cried Lionel, recovering his recollection* ''I was lost in 
thought, and heard your language without oomprel^nding^ i'« 
^neaning." 

^ Still, you are armed : a sword is not a usual instrument at 
.your side, and now you bear even pistols I" 

'^ Yes," returned the young soldier, laying aside his dangerous 
implements ; ^ yes, I am about to march as a volunte^, with a 
party that go into the country to-night, and I take these beeauae 
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I would affect something very warlike, though you well know 
how peaceably I am disposed." 

^ March into the country — and in the dead of night T said 
Cecili catching her breath, and turning pale. " And does Lio- 
nel Lincoln volunteer on such a duty t" 

" I volunteer to perform no other duty than to be a witoess 
of whatever may occur : you are nc^ more ignorant yourself oi 
the nataire oi the expedition thlm I am at this moment" 

^ Then remain where you are," said Cecil, firmly, **and enlist 
not in an enterprise that may be unholy in its purposes and dig- 
graceful in its results." 

^'Of the former I am innocent, whatever they may be, nor 
will they be affected 1^ my presence or absence. There ia little 
danger of disgrace in accompanying the grenadiers and light in- 
£aatry of this army, Miss D3mevpr, though it should be against 
treble their numbers of chosen troq)6." 

^ Then it would seem," said Agpea Danforth, speakii^ as she 
entered the room, ** that our fnend Mercury, that feather of a 
man. Captain Pdwarth, is to be one of these night depredators I 
Heaven shield the hen-roosts 1" 

" You have, then, heard the intelligence, Agnes ?" 

^ I have heard that men are armiog, and that boats are row- 
ing round the town in aH directions, and that it is forUdden to 
enter or quit Boston, as we were wont to do, Cecil, at such hours 
and in such faahioti as suited us plain Americans," said Agnes, 
^ideavoring to conceal her deep vexation in affected irony. 
"^ Qod only can tell in what all these oppressive measures will 
end." 

^ K you, go only as a curious spectator of the defHredations of 
the troops," continued Cedl, " are you not wrong to lend them 
even the sanction of your name f" 

" I have yet to learn that there will be depredations." 

"You foigefe, Cedl^" interrupted Agnes Danforth, scornfully, 
^that Ma^r lincoln did not anive untU iifterthe renowned 
march from Roxbury to DcMroLester! Th^n the troops gathered 
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their laurels under the face of the sun ; but it is easy to ocm* 
oeive how much more glorious their achievements will beoome 
when darkness shall conceal their blushes f 

^ The blood rushed across the fine features of Lionel, but he 
laughed as he arose to depart, saying — 

^ Tou compel me to beat the retreat, mj sfHrited coz. If I 
have my usual fortune in this forage, your larder, however, shall 
be the bettw for it. I kiss ihy hand to you, for it would be 
necessary to lay aside the scarlet, to dare to approach with a 
more peaceable offering. But here I may nciake an approach to 
something like amity.'' 

He took the hand of Cecil, who frankly met his offer, and 
insensibly suffered herself to be led to the door of the building 
while he continued speaking. 

" I would, Lincoln, that you were not to go," she said, when 
they stopped on the threshold—" it is not required of you as a 
soldier ; and as a man, your own feelings should teach you to 
be tender of your countrymen." 

" It i& as a man that I go, Cecil," he answered. ^ I have 
motives that you cannot suspect." 

** And is your absence to be long I" 

^ If not for days, my object will be unaccomplished ;" but he 
added, pressing her hand gently, "You cannot doubt my will-^ 
ingness to return when occasion may offer." 

" Go, then," said Cecil, hastily, and perhaps unconsciously 
extricating herself — " go, if you have secret relusons for your 
conduct ; but remember that the acts of every officer of your 
rank are keenly noted." 

" Do you then distrust me,. Ce al t" 

"No— no — I distrust no one, Major Lincoln; go— go — 
and — ^and — we shall see you, Lionel, the instant you return." 

Ho had not time to reply, for she ghded into the building so 
rapidly as to give the young man an opportunity only to ob- 
serve» that, instead of rejoining her cousin, her light form pamed 
up the great stairs with the swiftness and grace of a &iry« 
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CHAPTER IX. 

** Hang out oor bannan <mi the outward walU: 
TiM cfj it itiU, Tksv aoNML** 

Lionel had walked from the dwelling of Mrs. Lechmere io 
Uie foot of Beacon ^1, and had even toiled tip some part of 
the steep ascent, before he recollected why he was thus wan- 
dering by himself at that miusual hour. Hearing, however, no 
sounds that denoted an immediate movement of the troops, he 
then yielded, unconsciously, to the nature of his sensations, 
which just at that moment rendered his feelings jealous of 
communication with others, and continued to ascend until he 
gained the summit of the eminence. From this elevated stand 
he paused to contemplate the scene which lay in the obscurit} 
of night at his feet, while his thoughts returned from the flat* 
tering anticipations in which he had been indulging, to consider 
the more pressing business of the hour. There arose from the 
town itself a distant buzzing, like the hum of suppressed agita- 
tion, and lights were seen to glide along the streets, or flit 
across the windows, in a manner which denoted that a knowl- 
edge of the expedition had become general within its dwellings. 
Lionel turned his head towards the common, and listened long 
and anxiously, but in vain, to detect a single sound that could 
betray any unusual stir among the soldiery. Towards the inte- 
rior, the darkness of night had fallen heavily, dimming the am- 
pkitheatre of hills that encircled the place, and enshrouding the 
^ales and lowlands between them and the water with an imj)en- 
etra1>le veil of gloom. There were moments, indeed, when he 
imagined he overheard some indications amon^ the people of 
the opposite shore, that they were apprised of the impending 

6 
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descent ; but on listening more attentively, tlie utmost of which 
his ear could assure him, was the faint lowing of cattle from 
the meadows, or the plash of oars from a line of boats, 'which, 
hj stretching far along the shores, told both the nature and the 
extent of the watchfulness that was deemed necessary for the 
occasion. 

While Lionel stood thus, on the margin of the Uttle platform 
of earth that had been formed by levelling the apex of the nat- 
ural cone, musing on the probable results of the measure his 
saperiora had been resolving to undertake^ a dim light shed 
itself along the grass, and glancing upward, danced upon the 
beacon with strong and playful rays. 

^ Scoundrel I" exclaimed a man, springing from hia place of 
concealment, at the foot of the post, and encountering him face 
to face, " do you dare to fire the beacon ?" 

^ I would answer by asking how you dare to apply so rude 
an epithet to me, did I not see the cause of your error,'' said 
Lionel. '^ The light is from yonder moon, which, is just emerging 
from the ocean." 

^ Ah I I see my error," returned his rough assailant " By 
heavens, I would have sworn, at first, 'twas the beacon." 

^ You must, then, believe in the traditional witchcraft of this 
country ; for nothing short of necromancy could have.enabled 
me to light those combustibles at this distance." 

^*I don't know ; 'tis a strange people we have got ainongst — 
they stole the cannon from the gun-houscj here, a short time 
since, when I would have said the thing was impossible. \t 
was before your arrival, sir ; for I now believe I address myself 
to Major Lincoln, of the 47th." 

^^ You are nearer the truth this time than iu your first coa 
jecture as to my character," said Lionel ; ^ but have I met one 
of the gentlemen of our mess ?" 

The stranger now explained that he was a subaltern in a 
different regiment, but that he well knew the person of the 
other. He added that he had been ordered to watch on the 
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fliU to prerent any of the inhabitants lighting the beacon, or 
making any other signal which might convey into the coimtry 
9 knowledge of the eonteniplated ioroadi 

*^l%k matter wears a more seiiona aspect than I had sup* 
posed,'* letnmed Lionel, when the young man had ended his 
apologies and explanation ; ^ the conimniider-in^hief mnst in- 
tend mo^e thah we ai^ 'aware of^ by eropltiying ofOeers in this 
manner to do the duties of {»ivatesi" 

** We poot subs know but little, arid care less whatt he means^" 
cried the ensign; ^thou^ I will aekriowledge that I can sise 
BO sufficient resfion why British troops should put on coats of 
darkness 1x> march 2i^ainst a pansel of gnessings, canting country- 
men, who would' run at the sight of -their uniforms under a 
iMTight son. Had I my i^ll, the tiur above us, there, shotdd 
blase a nule high^ to bring down tl» heroes fix>m Coiine6ticut 
rirer. The dogs wduld oow be&re !tWo M\ oompaxues of grena- 
diers. Ha ! listen, sir^ therd they go, now ; the pride cf our 
army ! i ' know them by their heavy tread." 

licbe! did listen attentively, and plainly distinguished the 
measured step of a body of disoiplilied men, moving rapidly 
a^srosft the common, as ^ marching towards the wi^reide. 
IHastily bidding his companion good-night, h^ threw himself 
ovet thei brow of the hill, and taking l^edireetion of the sounds, 
he arrived al the shore at the same instant "with the troops. 
Two dark masses of human bo^es were halted in order, and as 
Lionel sknrted the ^unans^ his exp6ri4no^ ey» judged that the 
force collected before him could be but little short of a thousand 
men. A group of officers was clustered on tbc^ beach, and he 
approached it^ rightly supposing that it was gathered about ihe 
leader of the party. This officer proved to be the lieutenant-colo- 
nel of the 10th, who was in dose conversation with the old major 
of marines alluded to by the seiltlriel Who stood before the gates 
of Province House. To the ficvmer of these the young soldiei 
addressed himself, demanding leave to accompany Ihe detach- 
ment as a volunteer. After a few words of eicplanation his re* 
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quest was grauied, though each forbore to touch in the slightest 
manner on the secret objects of the expedition, 

Lionel now found his groom, who had followed tlie troops 
with his muster's horses, and, after giving his orders to the man, 
he proceeded in quest of his friend Folwarth, whom he soon 
discovered, posted in all the stifihess of military exactness, at 
the head of the leading platoon of the column of light infantry. 
As it was apparent, both from the poi^tion they occupied, as 
well as by the boats that had been collected at the point, that 
the detachment was not to leave the peninsula by its ordiniary 
channel of communication with the country, there remained no 
alternative but to await patiently the order to embark. The 
delay was but short, and, as the most perfect order was observed, 
the troops were soon seated, and the boatis pulled heavily from 
the land just as the rays of the moon, which had been some 
time playing among the hills and gilding the spires of the town, 
diffused themselves sofUy over the bay, and lighted the busy 
scene, with an effect not unlike the sudden rising of the curtain 
at the opening of some interesting drama. Polwarth had estab- 
lished himself by the side of Lionel, much to the ease of his 
limbs, and as they moved slowly into the light, all those misgiv- 
ings which had so naturally accompanied his musings on the 
difficulties c^ a partisan irruption, vanished before the loveliness 
of the time, and possibly before the quietude of the action. 

"" There are moments when I could £uicy the life of a sailor,'' 
he said, leaning indolently back, and playing with one hand in 
the water. '* This pulling about in boats is easy work, and 
must be capital assistance for a heavy digestion, inasmuch as it 
furnishes air with as little violent exercise as may be. Your 
marine should lead a merry life of it !" 

^ They are said to murmur at the clashing of theiif duties with 
those of the searofficers," said Lionel ; ^ and I have often heard 
them complain of a want of room to make use of their legs." 

^ Humph P ejaculated Polwarth; ^the leg is a part of a 
man for which I see less actual necessity than for any other 
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portion of his frame. I often think there has been a sad mis 
take in the formation of the animal ; as, for instance, one cac 
be a very good waterman, as you see, without legs — ^a good fid- 
dler, a jBrstriate tailor, a lawyer, a doctor, a parson, a very tol- 
erable cook, and, ift short, any thing but a duicing-master. I 
see no use in a leg, unless it be to have the gout ; at any rate, a 
leg of twelve inches is as good as one a mile long, and the saving 
might be appropriated to the nobler parts of the animal, such 
as the brain and the stoma<^." 

"You forget the officer of light infantry,'' said Lionel, 
laughing. 

" You might give him a couple of inches more ; though, as 
every thing in this wicked world is excellent only by compari- 
son, it would amount to the same thing, and on my system a 
man would be just as fit for the light in&ntry without as with 
legs ; and he would get rid of a good deal of troublesome ma- 
noeuvring, especially of this new exercise. It would then be- 
oome a delightful service, Leo ; for it may be said to monopolize 
all the poetry of military life, as you may see. Neither the 
imagination nor the body can require more than we enjoy at 
this moment, and of what use, I would ask, are our legs ? — if 
any thing, they are incumbrances in this boat Here we have 
a soft moon, and softer seats — smooth water and a stimulating 
air ; on one side a fine country, which, though but faintly seen, 
is known to be fertile and rich to abundance ; and on the other 
a picturesque town, stored with the condiments of every cli- 
mate : even those rascally privates look mellowed by the moon- 
beams, with their scarlet coats and glittering arms ! Did you 
meet Miss Danforth in your visit to Tremont-street, Major Lin- 
cob F 

" That pleasure was not denied me." 

'^ Knew she of these martial proceedings f ' 

"' There was something exceedingly belligerant in her humor.^ 

"Spoke she of the light infantry, or of any who serve in the 
light corps?" 
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^' Your name wa» certainly mentioned,'^ returned Xionel, a 
little dryly ; " ehe intimated that the hen-roosts were in danger." 

^' Ah I she ia a girl of a million I her very acids are aweei ! 
the spices were not forgotten when the dough, of her oomposi 
tion was wx/^ ; would that she were heiser— five minutes of 
moonshine tp a man in loye is worth a whole smnmer of a 
broijing sun : 'twould l)e a master-stroke to. entice hex into one 
of our picturesque. marches; your piM^tisaln is the man to take 
every thing by surprise — women, and fortifications 1 "Where 
now are your companies of the line ; your artillery and dra- 
goons; your engineers and staff? night-capped and snoring to 
a man, while we. enjoy here the very dessert of existence — I 
wish I could hear a nightingale." 

'^You have a solitary, whippowill whistling hisi notes, as if 
ill lamentation at our approach." ^ 

^^ Too dolorous^ and by &r too monotonous ; *tis like eating pig 
fior a month. But why are our fifes aj^eep?" 

'' The pi^eeautions of a whole day should hardly be defeated 
by the t^ll-tale .Qotes of our music," said Lionel ; ^ yoiir flpirits 
get the better of your discretion. I should think the prospect 
of a fatiguing miarc^ would have lowered your vein." 

^ A fieo for fatigue 1" exclaimed Polwarth ; >^ we only go out 
to take a position at the coUegpea to cover our supplicB— fwe are 
for school, Leo : only fismcy the knaftsacks of the men to be 
satchels, — ^humor my folly, — and you may beKeve yourself onice^ 
more a boy." I 

The spdrits of Polwarth bad indeed mtdeigoiie a sudden 
chan^, when he found the sad iinticipations which crossed hia 
mind on first hearing of a night inroad, so agreeably disap- 
pointed by the comfortable situation he occupied ; and he con« 
Unued conversing in thef mignner deaeribed, until the boats 
reached an unfrequented point thdt projected a little way into 
that part of the bay which washed the weatem- side of the 
peninsula^ of Boston. Here the troops landed, and were again 
formed with all possible dispatch. The company of Folwairtb 
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was posted, as before, at the head of the column of light 
infiantiy ; and an officer of the staff riding a short distance in 
front) it was directed to follow his movements. Lionel ordered 
his groom to take the route of the troops with the horses, and 
placing himself once more by the side of the captain,, they pro- 
ceeded at the appointed signal. 

" Now for the shades of old Harvard !" said Polwarth, point- 
ing towards the humble buildings of the miiyersity ; you shalt 
feast thiis night on reason, while I will make a more sub — Ha ! 
what can that blind quarter-tnaster mean by taking this direo^ 
tion I Does he not a^e that liie mieadows are half covered with 
water?" 

^^MoT6 on, move on with the light infantry,'^ cried the stem 
voice of the old major of miarines, who rode but a short distantse 
in their rear. ^ Do you falter at the sight of water f ' 

** We are not wharf-rats," said Polwarth. 

Lionel seized him by the arm, and before the disconcerted 
captain had time to recollect himself^ he was borne through a 
wide pool of stagnant water, mid^leg deep. 

"' Do not let your romance oost ^our commission^" said the 
major, as Polwarth floundered out of his diffieiilties ; ^^ here is 
an incident at once for your private narrative of ti»e campaign." 

*^ Ah ! Leo/' said ihe obtain, with a sort of comieal sorrow, 
'^ I fear we are not to court the muses by this' h$llo^ed moon 
to-night" 

*' You can assure yoursetf of that, by observiiig that we leave 
the- academical roo& on o>ur leftr-H>ur kadero take the high* 
way." 

They had by this time extricated themselres from the mead- 
ows, and were moving on a road which led into the interior. 

"Yon had better order up, your groom, and mount, Major 
Lincoln,^ sidd Polwarth, sullenly: "a man need husband hifr 
Btrength, I see." 

"^Twould be folly now; I am wet, and must walk Jch 
safety." 

38 ' 



128 LI09XL. LINCOLN. 

With the departure of Polwarth's spirits the conversation be- 
gan to flag, and the gentlemen continued their march with onl j 
such occasional communications as arose from the passing inci- 
dents of their situation. It very soon became apparent, both by the 
direction given to the columns, as well as by the hurried steps 
of their guide, that the march was to be forced, as well as of 
some length. But as the air was getting cool, even Polwarth 
was not reluctant to warm his chilled blood by more tlian ordi- 
nary exertion. The columns opened for the sake of ease, and 
each man was permitted to consult his own convenience, pro- 
vided he preserved his appointed situation, and kept even pace 
with his comrades. In this manner the detachment advanced 
swiftly, a general silence pervading tlie whole, as the spirits of 
the men settled into that deep sobriety which denotes much 
earnestness of purpose. At first, the whole country appeared 
buried in a general sleep ; but as they proceeded, the barking 
of the dogs, and the tread of the soldiery, drew the inhabitants 
of the farm-houses to tbeir windows, who gazed in mute won- 
der at the passing spectacle, across which the noellow light of 
the moon cast a glow of brilliancy. Lionel had turned his 
head from studying the surprise depicted in the fiices of the 
members of one of these disturbed £Eimilies, when the deep 
tones of a distant church-bell came sweeping down the valley 
in which they marched, ringing peal on peal, in the quick, 
spirit-stirring sounds of an alarm. The men raised their heads 
in wondering attention, as they advanced ; but it was not long 
before the reports of firearms were heard echoing among the 
hills, and bell began to answer bell in every direction, until the 
sounds blended with the murmurs of the night air, or were lost in 
distance. The whole country was now filled with every organ 
of sound that the means of the people furnished, or their inge- 
nuity could devise, to call the population to arms. Fires blazed 
along the heights, the bellowing of the conchs and horns min- 
gled with the rattling of the muskets and the varied tones of 
tlie bells, while the swift clatte ing of hon&f^ hoofe began to be 
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heard, as if their riders were dashing furiously along the flanks 
of the party. 

*^ Push on, gentlemen, push on !" shouted the old veteran of 
marines, amid the din. " The Yankees have awoke, and are 
stirring — ^we have yet a long road to journey. Push on, light 
in&ntry^ the grenadiers are cm youpr heels !^' 

The advance quickened their steps, and the whole body 
pushed for their unknown object with as much rapidity as the 
steadiness of military array would admit In this manner the 
detachment continued to proceed for some hours, without halt- 
ing, and Lionel imagined that they had advanced several leagues 
into the country. The sounds of the alarm had now passed 
away, having swept far inland, until the faintest evidence of its 
existence was lost to the ear, though the noise of horsemen, 
riding furiously along the by-ways, yet denoted that men were 
still hurrying past them, to the scene of the expected strife. As 
the deceitful light of the moon was blending with the truer col- 
ors of tiie day, the welcome somid of '^ Haiti" was passed from 
the rear up to the head of the column of light in£Eintry. 

'* Halt r repeated Polwarth, with instinctive readiness, and 
with a voice that sent the order through the whole length of 
their extended line ; '^ h^t, and kt the rear dose : if my judg- 
ment in walking be worth so much as an anchovy, they are 
some miles behind us, by this time. A man needs to have 
crossed his race with the blood of Flying Chiiders for this sort 
of work I The next conmiand should be to break our fasts. 
Tom, you brought the trifles I sent you frcwi Major Lincoln's 
quarters P 

** Yes, sir," returned his man ; " they are on the major's 
horses^ in the rear, as — ^ 

^ The major's horses in the rear, you ass, when food is in such 
request in the front I I wonder, Leo, if a mouthful couldn't be 
[Hcked up in yon fimn-house $" 

"' Pick yourself off that stone, and make the men dress ; 
here is Pitcaim closing to the front witli the whole battalion." 
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Lionel had hardly spokea before an order was ^msied to tMe 
light infantry to look to their arms, and for the greaadierB to 
prime and load. The piesence of the veteran who rode in front 
of the colninn, and the hnny of 'the moment^ suppressed the 
complaints of Pi^waith, who was in truth an exceUent officer, 
as it respected what he himself termed the ^ qqiescei;Lt details 
of service.'' Three or font companies ci ti)e light corps were 
detached from the main body, and formed in the open matching 
order of their exercise, when the old marine, placing himself at 
their head, gave forth the order to advance again at a quiek 
step. The road now led into a vale, and at some distance a 
small hamlet of houses wa& dimly seen through the morning 
haze^ clustered ardund one of the humble, but decent temples, 
so common in Massachusetts. The halt, and the brief prepanir 
tions that succeeded, had excited a powerful interest \p. tJie 
whole of the detadiment, who pushed earnestly forward, kee{>- 
ing on the heels of the charger of their veteran leader, as he 
passed over the grotod at a seoEiall trot The air partook of the 
scent of morning, and the eye was enabled to dweU distinctly 
on surrounding objects, quickening, aided by the excitenient of 
the action, the blood of the men who had been toiHng through- 
out the night in uncertain obscurity along an unknown, and, 
apparently, interminable road. Their object now seemed be- 
fore them and attainable, and they pressed forward to addeve 
it in animated but silent earnestness. The plain architecture of 
the church and of its humble companions had just b^sdme dis- 
tinct, when three or four armed horsemen were seen attempting 
to anticipate their arrival, by crossing the head of the cohunn, 
fromaby-path« 

" Come in," cried an officer of the staff in front,. ^ come i», 
or quit the place." . , .. 

The men turned^ and rode briskly off,iOne of their party f^Bsk^ 
ing his piece in a vain attempt to. give the alarm. A k>w man- 
date was BOW passed through tJie ranks to push on, aind.in a 
few momenta they entered on a full view of the hamlet^ the 
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ehorch, mid the Utile green on which it stdod. The forms of 
men were seen moving swiftly across the latter, as a roll of a 
drum broke from the spot ; and there were glimpses of a small 
body o€ countrymen, drawn up in the affectation of military 
parade. 

^ Push on, light infiEmtry P' cried their leader, spurring his 
horse, and advandng with the staff at so brisk a trot, as to dis- 
appear round an angle of the church. 

Lionel pressed forward with a beating heart, &>r a crowd of 
horrors rushed across his imagination at the moment, when the 
stem voiqe of the major of marines was again heard, tout- 
ing— 

** Disperse, ye rebels, disperse! Throw down your arms, 
and disperse T 

These memorable words were instantly followed by the re* 
ports of pistols, and the &tal mandate of ^ Fire P when a loud 
shout arose from the whole body of the soldiery, who rushed 
• upon tile open green, and threw in a close discharge on all be- 
fore them. 

" Great God 1" exclaimed Lionel, " what is it ye do ? Ye 
fire at unoffending men I Is there no law but force ? Beat up 
their pieces, Polwarth — stop their fire.** 

"Haiti" cried Polwarth, brandishing his sword fiercely 
among his men. " Come to an order, or Til fell ye to the 
earth T' 

But the excitement which had been gathering to a head for 
so many hours, and the animosity which had so long been 
growing between the troops and the people, were not to be re- 
pressed at a word. It was only when Pitcaim himself rode in 
among the soldiers, and, aided by his ofiScers, beat down their 
arms, that the uproar was gradually quelled, and something 
like order was again restored. Before this was effected, how- 
ever, a few scattering shot were thrown back from their flying 
vlrersaries, though without material injury to the British. 

When the firing had ceased, otficirs and men stood gazing 
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at each other, for a few moments, as if even thej could foiresee 
some of the mighty events which were to follow the deeds of 
that hour. The smoke slowly arose, like a lifted veil, from the 
green, and, mingling with the fogs of morning, drove, heavily 
across the country, as if to communicate the fatal intelligence 
that the final appeal to arms had been m^e. Every eye was 
bent inquiringly on ihe fatal green, and Lionel beheld, with a 
feeling allied to anguish, a. few men at a distance, writhing and 
strugghng in their wdunds, while some five or six bodies lay 
stretched upon the grass in the appalling quiet of death. Sick- 
ening at the sight, he turned, and walked away by himself 
while the remainder of the troops, alarmed by the reports of 
the arms, were eagerly pressing up from the rear to j<Hn their 
comrades. Unwittingly he approached the church, nor did he 
awake from the deep abstraction into which he had fallen, tmtil 
he was aroused by the extraordinary spectacle of Job Pray, 
issuing from the edifice with an air in which menace was sin- 
gularly blended with resentment and fear. The changeling 
pointed earnestly to the body of a man, who, having been 
wounded, had crept for refuge near to the door of the temple, 
in which he had so ofiten worshipped that Being to whom he 
had been thus hurriedly sent to render his last and great ac- 
count, and said solenmly — 

^ You have killed one of God^s creatures ; and ha^ll remem- 
ber it r 

^'I would it were one only," said Lionel; ^but they are 
many, and none can tell where the carnage is to ceaae.'* 

*^ Do you think,'^ said Job, looking furtively around to assure 
himself that no other overheard him, ^ that tlie king can kill 
men in the Bay Colony as he can in London ! They'll take 
this up in old Funnel, and 'twill ring again, from the North-End 
to the Neck." 

" Wliat can they do, boy, after all ?" said Lionel, forgetting at 
the moment that he whom he addressed had been denied the 
reason of his kind ; " the power of Biitain is too mighty for 
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these scattered and imprepared colonies to cope with, and pru- 
dence would tell the people to desist from resistance while yet 
they naay." 

^^Does the king believe there is more prudence in London 
than there is in Boston f" returned the simpleton ; ^ he needn't 
think, because the people were quiet at the massacre, there'll be 
no stir about this. You have killed one of God's creat^ires," 
added the lad, ^ and he'll remember it P 

^ How came you here, sirrah f" demanded Lionel, suddenly 
recollecting himself; ^did you not tell me that you were going 
out to fish for your mother f 

^And if I did,'* returned the other sullenly, ^'an't there fish 
in the ponds as well as in the bay, and can't Nab have a fresh 
taste t Job don't know there is any act of Parliament ag'iu 
taking brook trout" 

^ Fellow, you are attempting to deceive me ! Some one is 
practising on your ignorance, and knowing you to be a fool, is 
employing you on errands that may one day cost your life." 

^ The king can't send Job on a'r'nds," said the lad, proudly ; 
" for there is no law for it^ and Job wont go." 

^ Your knowledge will undo you, simpleton. Who should 
teach you these niceties of the law f 

" Why, do you think the Boston people so dumb as not to 
know the law ?" asked Job, with unfeigned astonishment ; "' and 
Ralph, too— he knows as much law as the king ; he told me it 
was ag'iu all law to shoot at the minuter-men, unless they fired 
first, because the colony has a right to train whenever it pleases." 
/'Ralph!" said Lionel, eagerly; ^can Ralph be with you, 
then ! 'tis impossible ; I left him ill, and at home — neither would 
he mingle in such a business as this, at his years." 

^ I expect Ralph has seen bigger armies than the light in- 
fantry, and granniesj and all the soldiers left in town put to* 
gether," said Job, evasively. 

Lionel was fsur too generous to practice on the simplicity of 
his companion, with a view to extract any secret which might 



134 LIONEL LIKCrOLN. 

endanger his liberty, but he felt a deep oonoem m the wel&fe 
of a joang man who had been thrown in his way in the man* 
ner already related. He therefore pursued the subject^ with the 
double design to advise Job against any dangerous connections, 
and to relieve his own anxiety on the subject of the aged stran- 
ger. But to all his inteirogatories the lad answered guardedly, 
and with a discretion which denoted that he possessed na small 
share of cunning, though a higher order of intellect had been 
denied him. • 

" I repeat to you," said Lionel, losing his patience, " that it is 
important for me to meet the man whom you call Ralph in the 
country, and I wish to know if he is to be seen near here." 

** Ralph scorns a lie," returned Job; "go where he promised 
to meet you, and see if he don't come." 

"But no place was named; and this unhappy event may 
embarrass him, or frighten him — " 

'^Frighten him I" repeated Job, shaking his head with solemn 
earnestness ; ** you can't frighten Ralph P' 

*^ His daring may prove his misfortune. Boy, I ask you for 
the last time whether the old man — ^ 

Perceiving Job to shrink back timidly, and lower in his looks^ 
laonel paused, and casting a glance behind him, beheld the 
captain of grenadiers standing with folded arms, silently con- 
templating the body of the American. 

** Will you have the goodness to explain to ine. Major Lin- 
coln," said the captain, when he perceived himsdf observed, 
"why this man lies here dead ?" 

" You see the wound in his breast ?" 

"It is a palpable and baistly truth, that he has been shot — 
but why, or with what design ?" 

"I must leave that question to be answered by our superiors, 
Captain M*Fuse," returned Lionel. "It is, however, rumored 
that the expedition is out to seize certain magazines of provifh 
ions and arms which the colon^iits have been collecting, it is 
feared, with hostile intentions." 
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^1 had my owa sagaokms thot^ta that we were bent on 
some such glorious errand," said M'Fuse, with strong contempt 
expressed in his hard features. ''Tell me, Major linooln^you 
ace certainly but & young soldier, though being of the stafl^ you 
should know^—doea Gage think we can have a war with the 
arms and ammunition all on one aide? We have had a long 
p^ace, Major Lincoln, iEuid now, when there is a small prospect 
of some of, the peculiarities of our profession arising, we are 
commanded to do the very thing which is most likely to defate 
the object of war." 

'^ I do not know that I rightly understand you, sir," said Lio 
nel ; *^ there can be but little glory gained by such troops as we 
possess, in a contest with the unarmed and undisciplined inhab- 
itants o£ any country." 

'' Exactly my maining, sir ; it is quite obvious that we under- 
stand each other throughly, without a word of circumlocution. 
The lads are doing very well at present^ and if left to themselves 
a few months longer, it may become a creditable affair. You 
know as well as I do, Maj(Hr Lincoln, that time is necessary to 
make a soldier, and if they are hurried into the business, you 
might as well be chasing a mob up Ludgate Hill, for the honor 
you will gain. A discrate officer would nurse this little matter, 
instead of resorting to such precipitation. To my idaVs, sir, 
the man before us has been butchered, and not slain in honora- 
ble batUeP 

''There is much reason to fear that others may use the same 
term in speaking of the affair," returned Lionel : " God, knows 
how much cause we may have to lament the death of the po<xr 
man." 

" On that topic, the man may be s^d to have gone through 
a business that was to be done, and is not to be done over 
again," said the captain, very coolly, " and therefore his death 
can be no very great calamity to himself whatever it may be to 
us. 1£ these minute-men — ^and, as they stand but a minute, 
they 'am their name like worthy fellows — if these minute-men, 
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sir, stood in your way, you should have whipped them from the 
green with your ramrods,^' 

'^ Here is one who may tell you that they are not to be 
treated like children either,^ said Lionel, turning to the place 
which had been so recently occupied by Job Pray, but which, 
to his surprise, he now found vacant While he was yet look- 
ing around him, wondering whither the lad could so suddenly 
have withdrawn, the drums beat the signal to form, and a gen- 
eral busde among the soldiery showed theni to be on the eve of 
further movements. The two gentlemen instantly rejoined their 
companions, walking thoughtfully towards the troops, though 
influenced by such totally different views of the recent transac- 
tions. 

During the short halt of the advance, the whole detachment 
was again united, and a hasty meal had been taken. The as- 
tonishment which succeeded the rencontre had given place, 
among the officers, to a military pride, capable of sustaining 
them in much more arduous circumstances. Ev^i the ardent 
looks of professional excitement were to be seen in most oi 
their countenances, as with glittering arms, waving banners, and 
timing their march to the enlivening music of their band, they 
wheeled from the £atal spot, and advanced again, with proud 
and measured steps,. along the highway. If such was the re- 
sult of the first encounter on the lofty and tempered spirits of 
the gentlemen of the detachment, its effect on the common hir^ 
lings in the ranks was still niore palpable and revolting. Their 
coarse jests, and taunting looks, as they moved by the despised 
victims of their disciplined skill, together with the fierce and 
boastful expression of brutal triumph, which so many among 
them betrayed, exhibited the infallible evidence, that, having 
tasted of blood, they were now ready, like tigers, to feed on it 
till they were glutted. 
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CHAPTER X. 

"There was monnting ^rnong Giwmes of the Netherbj obn 
Foetors^ Fen wicks, and Mnsgravea, thej rode and they ran; 
There was racing^ and.ehasing^ on Caimobie Lea.—" 

MiLSMIOV. 

Thk pomp of military parade, with which the troops marcheJ 
from the village of Lexington, as the little hamlet was called, 
where the foregoing events occurred, soon settled again into the 
sober and business-like air of men earnestly bent on the achieve- 
ment of their object It was no longer a secret that they were 
to proceed two leagues further into the interior, to destroy the 
stozes already mentioned, and which were now known to be col- 
lected at Conoord, the town wh^e the Congress of Provindal 
Delegates, who were substituted by the colonists for the ancient 
legislatures of the province^ held theur meetings. As the march 
could not now be concealed, it became necessary to resort to 
expedition^ in order to insure its sucoeasful termination. The 
veteran <^cer of marines, so often mentioned, resumed his post 
in front, and at the head of the same companies of the %ht corps, 
which he had before led, pushed in advance of the heavier 
column of the grenadiers. Polwarth, by this arrangement, per- 
ceived himself again included among those on whose swiftness 
of foot so much depended. When Lionel rejoined his friend, 
he found him at the head of his men, marching with so grave 
an air, as at once induced the major to give him credit for x^ 
grets much more commendable than such as were connected 
with his physical distress. The files were once more opened for 
rocon, as well as for air, which was becoming necessary, as a hot 
son began to dissipate the mists of the morning, and shed that 
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enerrating influenoo on the men, so peculiar to the first warmth 
of an American spring. 

^ This has been a hasty business altogether, Major lincoln/' 
said Polwarth, as Lionel took his wonted station at the side of 
the other, and dropped mechanically into the regular step of 
the party — ^ I know not that it is quite as lawful to knock a 
man in the head as a buUoqk.'* 

^ You then agree with me in thinking our attack hasty, if jiot 
cruel V 

^ Hastj 1 most unequivocally. Haste may be called the dis- 
tinctive property of the expedition ; and whatever destroys the 
appetite of an honest roan, may be set down as crueL I have 
not been able to swallow a mouthful of breakfiast, Leo. A 
Qian must have the cravings of a hysena, and the stomach of 
an .ostrich, to eat and digest with such w(H?k as this of oqrs be- 
fore his eyes." 

*^ And yet the men regard their acts with triumph T' 

^The dogs axe driUed into it. But yon saw how sober the 
Froviiiciab looked* in the matter : we must endeavor to s6oth 
their feelings in the best manner we can." 

^^ Will they, not despise our consolation and apologies, and 
look rather to themselves for redress and vengeance t" 

Polwartk smiled omtemptuously, and there was an air of 
pride about him that gave an a{^>earanoe of elasticity even to 
his heavy tread, as he answ^ed — 

" The thing is a bad thing, Major Lincoln, and, if you will, 
a wicked thing ; but take the assurance of a man who knows 
the country well, there will be no attempts at vengeance ; and 
as for redress, in a military wiay, the thing is impossible.'' 

^ You speak with a confidence sir, that should find its war- 
ranty in an intimate acquai^ktance with the weaknesa of the 
peo^" 
. *^ I have dwelt two years. Major Lincdn, in the very heart of 
the country " said Polwarth, without tixmii^ his eyes from the 
steady gaze be maintained on the long road which lay before 



I.IONSL LIKOOLNb 17^9 

luiii. '^ even tluee hundred miles beyond the inhabited difiiricts ; 
aad I should know the character of the nation, as well as its 
re80iirce& In respect to the latter, there is no esculent thing 
within its borders, from a hununing-^bird .to a bufialo, or from 
an artichoke to a watermeloDi that I have not, on some occa- 
sion or other, had tossed up, in a certain way — ^therefore, I can 
speak with confidence, and do not hesitate to saj, tliat the colo- 
nists will never fight ; nor, if thej had the dii^>06it]on, do they 
possess Ihe means to maintain a war." 

"Perhaps, sir," returned Lionel sharply, "you have con- 
sulted the animals of the country too closely to be acquainted 
with its spirits I" 

" The relation between them is intimate — tell me what food 
a man diets on, and I will furnish you with his character. 'Tis 
morally impossible that a people who eat their pudding before 
the meats, after the fiuahion of these colonists, can ever make" 
good s(ddier8^ because the appetite is appeased before the intro- 
duction of the succulent nutriment of the fie^ intO'-r" 

"Enough! spare me the remainder,^' interrupted Lionel; 
" too much has be^i said abeady to prove the inferiority <^ the 
American to the European animal, and your reasoning is con- 
clusive." 

" Bariiament must do somethii^ for the &milies <^ ihe suf- 
fereis." 

" Parliament I" echoed Lionel, with bitter emphasis ; yes, wo 
shaU be called on to pass lesolutionB to commend Uie decision 
of the general, and the eomsage of the troops ; and then, after 
we have added eveiy possible insult to the injuiry, under the 
convie^n of our imaginary supremacy, we may hiaai of some 
paltry siim to the widows and cffphans cited as an evidence of 
the unbounded generosity of the nation P 

" The feediidgof six or sev«n broods of young Yankees is no 
BVLfA trifie, lii^or Lincoln," ^turned Polwarth; "and there I 
trust the uidiappyaffak will end. .We are now . marehii^ on 
Cbncord, a place with a most aiuspidous name, where we shall 
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find re]X)6e under ita shadow, as well as the food of this hoiao- 
made parliament^ which they have gotten together. These con- 
siderations alone support me under the fatigue of this direful 
trot with which old Htcaim goes over the ground — does the 
man think he is hunting with a pack of beagles at his heels f" 

The opinion expressed by his companion, concerning the 
martial propensities of the Americans, was one too common 
among the troops to excite any surprise in Lionel ; but, dis- 
gusted with the illiberality of the sentiment, and secretly of- 
fended at the supercilious manner with which the other ex- 
pressed these injurious opinions of his countrymen, he continued 
his route in silence, while Polwarth speedily lost his loquacious 
propensity in a sense of the fatigue that assailed every muscle 
and joint in his body. 

That severe training of the corps, concerning which the cap- 
tain rented such frequent complaints^ now stood the advance in 
good service. It was apparent that the whole country was in a 
state of high alarm, and small bodies of armed men w^e occa- 
sionally seen on the heights that flanked th^ rout^, though no 
attempts were made to revenge the deaths <^ those who M at 
Lexington. The march of the troops was accelerated rather 
with a belief that the colonists might remove, or otherwise se- 
(^rete the stores, than from any apprehension that they would 
dare to oppose the progress of the chosen troops of the army. 
The slight resistance of the Americans in the rencontre of that 
mcMming, was abeady a jest among the soldiers, who sneeringly 
remarked, that tihe term of '* minute-men" was deservedly ap- 
plied to warriors who had proved themselves so dexterous at 
flight In short) every op^brious and disrespectful epfchet 
that contempt and ignorance could invent^ were freely lavished 
on the forbearing mildness <^ the suffering colonists. In this 
temper the troops reached a point whence the modest spire and 
TQok of €<mGord became visible. A small body of the colonists 
retired throi^ the place aa the English advanoed, and the de- 
tachment entered the town without the least resistance, and 
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with the appearance of conquerors. Lionel was not long in 
diacorering, from such of the inhabitants as remained, tLat^ 
notwithstanding their approach had been known for some time, 
the events of tliat morning were yet a secret from the people 
of the village. Detachments from the light corps were imme- 
diately sent in various directions ; some to search for the am- 
munition and provisions, and some to guard the approaches to 
tlie place. One, in particular, followed the retreating footsteps 
of the Americans, and took post at a bridge, at some little dis- 
tance, which cut off the communication with the country to the 
northward. 

In the mean time, the work of destruction was commenced in 
the town, chiefly under the superintendence of the veteran officer 
of the marines. The few male inhabitants who remained in 
their dwellings were of necessity peaceable, though Lionel could 
read, in their flashed cheeks and gleaming eyes, the secret in- 
dignation of men, who, accustomed to the protection of the 
law, now found themselves subjected to the insults and wanton 
abuses of a military inroad. Every door was flung open, and 
no place was hdd sacred from the rude scrutiny of the licen- 
tious soldiery.^ Taunts and execrations soon mingled with the 
seeming moderation with which the search had commenced, and 
loud exaltation was betrayed, even among the officers, as the 
scanty provisions of the colonists were gradually brought to 
light It was not a moment to respect private rights, and the 
freedom and ribaldry of the men were on the point of becoming 
something more serious, when the report of firearms was heard 
suddenly to issue from the post held by the light infantry, at 
the bridge. A few scattering shot were succeeded by a volley, 
which was answered by another with the quickness of lightning, 
and then the air became filled with the incessant rattling of a 
sharp conffict Every arm was suspended, and each tongue 
beeiune mute with astonishment^ and the men abandoned their 
<kx;upations as these unexpected sounds of war broke on their 
ears. Hie chiefs of the party wore seen in consultation, and 
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harsemoii rode furiously into tlie place^ to eommunicate tke 
uature of this ii«w eonflict Tht r»nk of Major liuooln soon - 
obtained for bim a knowledge that it was thought iiiqfk>]kii& to 
communicate to the whole detachment, l^otwitl^tanding it 
was apparent that they, who brought the . intelligence ' were 
anxious to give it the most favorable aspect^ ho soon dise6if»iM 
that the same bpdy of AmericanSy which had retired at t^ir 
apfffoach, having attlempted to return to their homes in the 
town, had been fired on at the bridge and in the slnTwiiRh utrhich 
succeeded, the troope had been ccxnpdUbd to give -^y with 
loss. The effect of this prompt and spirited condiict on the 
part of the provinoiab produced a sudden alten^on, not only 
in the aspect, but also in the {proceedings ci the troops. The 
detachments w«fe recalled, and the drums beat to arms ; ' and, 
for the first tiine, both officers' and men seemed to recollect that 
the^ had six leagues to mardi through a country that hardly 
contained a fnend. StiU few or no enemies were visiUe, wiih 
the e^^ception of those men of Oono(N:d, who had idreeady drawn 
blood fredy from the invaders of tlieir domestic sanctnari^. 
The dead, and all the eommSon wounded, webe left where they 
had fallen ; and it was tliought an ui^v(»able. omen among 
the observant of the detachment, that k wounded young sabai^ 
tern, of rank and fortune, was also abandoned to the mercy of 
the exasperated Americans. The privates caught the infection 
from their officers^ and lionel saw, that in place of thehigh and 
insulting confidence with which iihe troops had wheeled into 
the streets of Oon<^ord, that they left them, when the ord^r was 
g^ven to nlarc^' with &ces bent aa:dously on the surrdfEiiding 
heights, and with looks that be^ke a consciousness of Hie 
clangers that wer^ likely to beset the iong road which lay before 
them. 

Their apprehensions weie not groundless. The troops had 
hardly cotnmenced their march before a volley was fired upon 
them from the protection of a bam, and as they advanced, v<(«l* 
ley succeeded volley, and musket answered musket from behini 
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eveij cover iLat offered to their asa^ai^. At first these de- 
sultory and feeUe ajttacJcs were but little regarded;, a bride 
charge, and a am^ fire of a few momenta never failed to dis- 
perse Uieir enemiei^ when the troops again proceeded ibr a short 
distance, unmolested. But the alarm of the preeeding night 
had gathered; the people over aa immense extent of country ; 
and, having waited for information^ those iieiEKrest to the soene of 
action were already pressing fbrwip'd to . the aasi^tanee- of their 
friends. There was but little order, and . no oonoert amou^ the 
Americans ; but each party^,as it aniv^ed, pushed into the fray, 
hanging on the skirts of their enenues, or making, spirited, 
though ineffectual eSqrta to stop their progress. While the 
men from the towns behind them pressed upon their rear, the 
popuhvticua in their front accumulated in bodies^ like a rolHng 
ball of snoWy and before half the distance between OoHooid and 
Lexington was accomplished, Lionel perceived that the safety of 
their boasted power was in extreme jeopardy. During the first 
hour of these attacks, while: they were yet diataiit, desultory, 
and feeblej the young soldier had marched by the side of M^use, 
who shook his head disdainfully wheliever a shot whistled near 
him^ an4 did not f|dl to cominient freely on the foUy of com^ 
mencing a war thus prematwely^ which, if piroperly nursed, 
might) ta use bis owdl wovds, '^be in time brought to some* 
thing pretty and intffl^ting.'* 

^.You perceive, Major. Lineoln," he added, ^ that th^ pro- 
vincials have got the first elements of the art^ for the rascals 
fire with exceeding accuracy, when th^ distance ia considered 
and fiix: months or a year of dose drilling would make then- 
good for something in. a regular charge. They have got a 
smart crack to the^ i/aoea, and a pretty ithii; to th^ lead al- 
ready ; if they could but leam to deliver their fire in platoons, 
the lads might make some impression on the light in&ntry even 
now; and in a year or two, sir, they would not be unworthy of 
the fiivors of the grenadiers." 

Lionel listened to this, and much other similistr discourse, with 
89 
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a yacant ear ; but as the combat thickened, the blood of the 
young man began to course more swiftiy through his veins ; 
and at length, excited by the noise and the danger which was 
pressing more closely around them, he mounted, and, riding to 
the commander of the detachment, tendered his assistance as b 
volunteer aid, having lost every other sensation in youthful 
blood, and the pride of arms. He was immediately charged 
with orders for the advance, and driving his spurs into his steed, 
he dashed through the scattered line of fighting and jaded 
troops, and galloped to its head. Here he found several com- 
panies, diligently employed in dearing the way for their com- 
rades, as new foes appeared at every few rods that they ad- 
vanced. £ven as Lionel approached, a heavy sheet of fire 
flashed from a close bam-yard, full in the faces of the leading 
files, sending the swift endues of death into the very centre of 
the party. 

"^ Wheel a company of the light in&ntry, Ci^tain Polwarth,** 
cried the old major (^ marines, who battled stoutly in the van, 
^ and drive the skulking scoundrels from their ambush.** 

^ Oh ! by the aweets of ease, and the hopes^ of a halt ! but 
here is another tribe of these white savages T responded the un- 
fortunate, captain — " Look out, my brave men ! blaze away over 
the walls on your left — ^give no quarter to the annoying rascals 
— ^get the first shot — ^give them a foot of your steel.** 

While venting such terrible denunciations and commands, 
which were drawn from the peaceable captain by the force of 
circumstances, Lionel beheld his friend disappear amid the 
buildings of the farm-yard in a cloud of smoke, followed by his 
troops. In a few minutes afterwards, as the line toiled its way 
up the hill on which this sioene occurred, Polwarth reappeared, 
issuing from the fray with his face bladcened and grimmed 
with powder, while a sheet of flame arose from the spot, which 
soon laid the devoted buildings of the unfortunate husbandman 
hi ruins. 

" Ha ! Major Lincoln,'* he cried, as he approached the other. 



1^1 A» tt^^ei^tft joi iS^f 4«mod4 l-HGro, you ; m^o h^y^ Ixdhi- 
m^^tff^rwh^ ia ,l)e^lor, ^ horao,^ gp tp &nithf aod J^ hiln 

«e^ .<)!miie]iFt^ ift $^y Mi hp may s^l^t, ««4 ^Ise^ ti^ blood- 
wtek^Tti' ftt.bi^-.fiHrjm }iour, JnrhU^ :tbQ ifeliti^faiii^ etikxest mA 
loli^iaieir ,to)|^^ }i4 wUL Altn idloiir.ti^ for 

U^ defeadm l4>.'i^rfonxi the( 4^^ A 

Bil^^^QOlireb-rdBjd l»^e«fc&i^-Tii b»if»iQg fi^in^mae afitel!: iluld— bo 
Wt^ iMi*^»oaii»g'Jwt Jr0^^lre~*^ ^oppoaeft. ^ «yety Jirinciple 
i&^|rib|^l»e»/^M9td 0i!en ^'[ibd niwIbQii^j! ofi mfto; to .tblnkhe can 
«iidme4^F-i ' • -i.^':.* , ;•'' ; .. ,V- . .. :, ' 

mdfix^irimg fti^jftonilJ^Qir 1^9ator)/^|K)^e <;h^ii^f ipd with 
i^nprtiifl toii«i ^']\m Xt0o^' Tk^:medBt>i^^ 
and dAahed Itewoid tO^!iiQV^couitjliet»;:t]i(d,A»«Mciii8 yieid^ 
iiqi: Mlmifi Hai^mee^wiji to th«^ ^oMaal ehi[]^ of tiie 
bajfoiBti to^whieh di^r^gfuU^ to djslodgfe ibemu Ala 

the advance moved on again, Lionel turned to-ooaiiemplate tlie 
«Qeaflr.m4bQroal?u 13te}r.Md 9;i^:bemi..ii^ux$UQgr«Ad fi^ 
for t^to .bourn witli Ui^ '<>xl9^:'i^bmAl^'i. aUd it'^ai htA too 
evident tbat. (be falree: of tbe;aaaadwt«'wiis in<»^easu2g, botJn in 
mittbe^;aQd lit daring: itt:^#obst(eipih^yt0ok. . Oa eitber sidb 
of ti^ biglhwf^t ^^temg 1^0 akitte^:of .ei^ wciod'or.oichard; in 
tite lO]^ ftaildfl, aod &wi ^iterj jbf^mie^ Wii, pf <^oVefc in ^gbt, 
tlM»sjUftb iof fireiM*m^ vraa for l^raf^I^idkile ibia ihouti of Hjoq 
Sngliflh^w/ait'da(^iitotajiit,:fee))IerjAdl(^ H^vy 

doudil.<^fsitio]ro rose aboi^€\tb0.Taliey into wbfeh be- looked, 
ftnd\iiing^ with tbe duat'of ibe m^reb;: drawing an impene- 
trable veil before tbe view; but as the wind, at momelfts, sdioved 
H abide, be Ga<i^^liii4)9es of tbeiwq^ediuid foliating' platoong 
of ibe party, aometimes breaating jEind Tet)ul8ing an attatik with 
spirit, and at others shrinkiiig from: the' oonleiit^ with nn ill- 
ieonc^ed desire to uige their retreat to the verge of an abso- 
Ittta flight Young as be was, Major Lincoln knew enough of 

1 
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hift profession to understand that nothing but the want of oon 
eert, and of a unity of command among the Americans, saved the 
detachment from total destmetion. The attacks were growing 
extremely spirited, and not unfrequently close and bloody 
though the discipline of the troops enabled them still to beai 
up against this desultory and divided warfare^ when liond 
heard, with a pleasure he could not conceal, the loud shoutt 
that arose from the van, as the cheering intelligence was pro- 
claimed through the ranks, that the doud of dust in their front 
was raised by a chosen brigade of their comrades, which had 
c(Mne most timely to their succor, with Iftie heir of Northiimber- 
land at its head. The Americans gave way as the two detach- 
ments joined, and the artillery of the succors opened upon tbeir 
flying paHaes, giving a few minutes of stolen rest to ih(«e who 
needed it so mudi. Pdwarth thi^w himself iat on the earth, 
as Lionel dismounted at hi» side, and his example was foUowed 
by the whole party, who lay panting, under the heat, and htigae^ 
like worried deer, that had succeeded in throwing the hounds 
from their scent. 

^ As I am a gentleman of simple habits, and a man innocent 
of aU ihis bloodshed. Major lineoln," said the captain, ^ I pro- 
nounce this march to be a most unjust draft on the resources of 
human nature. I have jounieyed at least five leagues between 
this spot and that place of discord that ihej fiilsely call Con- 
cord, within two hours, amidst dust, smoke, groans^ and other 
infernal cries, that would cause the bestrtrained racer in England 
to bolt ; and breathing an air, all the time, that would boil an 
egg in two nunutes and a quarter, if £urly exposed to it" 

'^You oveirate the distance — ^'tis but two leagues by' the 
stones — ^" 

^ Stones !" interrupted Polwarth. ^' I scorn their lies : I have 
M leg here that is a better index for miles, feet, or even inches, 
than was'ever ehiaelled in stone." 

^We must not contest this idle pointy" returned Lionel, 
^ for I see the ' troops arp ahotit tq dine ; and we have need 



LIOViCL LINOOLK. 147 

of eyery moment to reach Boston before the night oloaea 
around vis,^ 

** Eat ^-Boston I — ^night I" slowly repeated Polwarth, raisiiig 
himself on one arm, and staring wildly about him. ^ Surely 
no man among us is so mad as to talk of moving from this spot 
short of a week : it would take half that time to receive the 
internal refreshment necessary to our systems, and the remain- 
der to restore us heakhy appetites." 

^Such, however, aro the orders of the Earl Percy, from whom 
I learn that the whole country is rising in our front.** 

** Ay, but they are fellows who slept peacefrQly in their beds 
the past night; and I dare say that every dog among them ate 
his half pound of pork, together with additions suitable for a 
breakfis»t, before he crossed his threshold this morning. But 
with us the case is diflfer^t It is incumbent on two thousand 
British troops to move with deliberation, if it should be only fer 
die credit of his majesty's arms. No, no—the gallant Percy too 
hi^ly respects his princely liiteiage and name, to assume the 
appearance of flight before a mob of base-bom hinds T' 

The intdligence of Lionel was nevertheless true ; for, afrer a 
short halt, allowing barely time enough to the troops- to eat a 
hasty meal, the drums again beat the signal to march, and Pol- 
warth, as well as many hundred others, was reluctantly com- 
• pelled to resume his feet, under the penalty of being abandoned 
to the fury of the exasperated Americans. While the troops 
were in a state of rest, the fleld-pieces of the reinforcement 
kept their foes at a distance ; but the instant the guns were 
limbered, and the files had once more opened for room, the 
attacks were renewed from every quarter, with redoubled fury. 
The excesses of the troops, who had begun to vent their anger 
by plundering and firing the dwellings that they passed, added 
to ^e bitterness of the attacks ; and the march had not been 
renewed many minutes, before a fiercer conflict raged along its 
tMrts than had been before witnessed on that day. 
. *^ Would to God that the great Northumbrian would form us 
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in order of baltl«) and make a fide fieU uriih Qm Yaniseekr 
groaned Polwarth, as he toiled his way once more ivilh the. ad- 
vance. "• Half m hour would dQttle Uie oiatler{ a^d £ man 
wottid^then possea^.the gcatifioation Qf>»d^ng.hunae]yr a^iriotdr, 
""pr at least of knowing that /lie WMcoinafivtably.raiid qiiietly 
• dead.". - • ■ . ..;■ ;.• • • .' •. ,/ / • • ■■ • ': 

*^Few of us would ever arriFe in therinQrmogy.if wi^Mt die 
Americans a night to gatlierjpi ; aad a lM4t^ Q& an bone w^idd 
lose us the adv^ta^ of the w)bold muffcV' i^^i^Q^i^i^^ 
" Cheer up, my old opmrade, and y^ will isstaUMi^ ypw.repU- 
tatioa fpr aetxyity forever* S(eie j^omea a pafty^ of: iho |^vin- 
dals o^^er the.crest of the hill ^ Ice^ yot^ i» >eiyipIo^f«^ 

Polwarth cast a hoik of despair at IiioaeV ac( hemuttoted. in 
reply— : , . . 

^Employnaeiitl Oodkiioi^s tbf^ Ihere has iM>t .been a sin- 
gle muscle, fidnefw, o? jopnj^ in ipy body iiv a #talo of. whc^lesonle 
vesi for, four*$nd-tfifenty hours y* THhsfn ixajaif^g tfi hn men, he 
cried, with tones 9^ cjb^rfol iok^ amflMiM,vtbat<tbe^ Aeemed to 
proceed from a finid ai^l idoimg i^i^vP6(^ 4»'ho. led theo^ gal- 
laiiitly ii^tothe apptoaohii^fray-f^'^ Scatter .the dc^gs^ my brave 
frieodal. Away with them li)^^ gaato». ^ mosquitoea^ l&e 
leeches^ as ih^ are | Qiirei ii tbem— lead 9ifid,j$e^: by handa- 

"' Onr-push on with the advancer efaput^d ^ old unmoor of 
marines, whio obseryed the leadu;^ platoons to sl^giger* 

The Toiqe of Polwarth wasi pnoe more, .heard in |he din^ 
and their irreguUv a^sailMts soll^dy.. yielded, befpre tbe 
chargei 

^ Ou'-^n with t^e adyaace T cried fifty yeieiea out /of a' cloiid 
of smoke and diist that wm moving up the hiH^ oa^whose edde 
this encounter occuized. . ^ 

In thia manner the W29 oontinued to roil slowly otiWardy f<^- 
lowing the weary and heavy fpotstepa oi the soldiery, who had 
now toiled for many miles, surrounded by the dm of buttle, and 
leaving in their path the bloody impressions of their footatepa. 
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Uoneiwas enabled to thace their route, far towards the nbrtb, 
by the bright red spots which lay scattered in alarmihg nam* 
bers' hkaag th^ bi^way^ and in the fields, thtottgh which the 
taiQps Qocaaioiially mov^ He eren found Axiej in 4he inteT- 
vals pf n8ai^.to:notei thedifferenoe in the characters of tlie com- 
botantB. ' Wbenerer the gronnd <Hf tibe circumstances admitted 
oi a.Tegbiar.atiaek, the dying eot&fidetice of the tiMps trould 
eeem: resiored;- and they mov^d tip to^the Charge with ihe 
bold fcaniagei wlfieh'high did6ipi|ne ins^upes; rending the lur 
with ahQuHs, while their enemies tnelted before their power in 
sullen silence, never ceasing to use their weapons, however, with 
an ezpertness that rendered them^ doubly dangerous. The di- 
iiactioB! €i the columns fre^^ntly brought the troops, orer 
groimd that- had been sharply contested in front^ and the vic- 
tims of tiiese «hoPt' struggles casse imder the eyes of the detach- 
mebt ' It wa» necessary to tbm a dei^ eair to the cries and 
prayers of many wounded sol^ers^ who, with horror and tibject 
fear written' on every featuie of their eouiiteBftnces^ were the 
helpkflB'witnesses'Of^thd retreating fifes of "their eonbrades: - On 
the other han^ &e Amei^cati lay ih his ilood^ regarding the 
pasflit%' detachmeltt'wiih; -a stem tM indignant' €fye,'that ap- 
peared to look &t! beyt>nd ys individual suffering. Ov^er one 
bodyj. Lionel pulled the iBhas of his horse, ahd hie paused a mo- 
ment to cotiddea* the . spectaelei It was the lifele^ fibrm of a 
m|m, whoise white locks; hdlow cheeks, and en^iatied franiie, 
detootedf tihiit the bullet whieh had iMc^en^him to the earth 
had Miticipated 1}ie irresistible decrees of time but a very few 
dayis. He had fallen on his back, and his glazed eye expressed, 
ev<^ in death, tJne honest Teseiflanent he had felt While living ; 
and hi» palsied band con^ntded to grasp the firelock, old and 
time^worp, lik€f its- o^ner. With which he had taken- the field' in 
behatfof'his'cotriitiy. ' 

^ Where can a contest end which calls sudh 6hampibn» to iti 
aid P'-exelidnied Lionel, observing that the sliadow of atiotber 
5po($tMorfelI aei^oss the wan features of the dead; ''who can 
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tell where this torrent of blood can be stayed, or how many are 
to be its victims P 

Beceiving no answer, he raised his eyes, and discovered that 
he had unwittingly put this searching question to the very man 
whose rashness had precipitated the war. It was the major oi 
marines, who sat looking at the sight, for a minute, with .an eye 
as vacant as the one that seemed to throw back his wild gaze, 
and then, rousing from his trance, he buried his rowels in the 
flanks of his horse, and disappeared in the smoke that envel(^>ed 
a body of the grenadiers, waving his sword on high, and 
shouting — 

" On — ^push on with the advance !" 

Major Lincoln slowly followed, musing on the scene he had 
witnessed, when, to his surprise, he encountered Polwarth, 
seated on a rock by the roadside, loddng with a listless and dull 
eye at the retreating colunms. Checking his charger, he in* 
quired of his Mend if he was hurt. 

^ Only melted,'' returned the captain : '* I have outdone the 
speed of man this day, Majoi Lincoln, and can do no more. K 
you see any of my friends in dear England, tell them that I met 
my fate as a soldier should, stationary; though I am actually 
melting away in rivulets, like the mows of Apnl.** 

"' Good (xod 1 you will not remain here to be slain by the 
provincials, by whom you see we are completely enyelpped T 

** I am preparing a speech for the first Yankee who may ap- 
proach. If he be a true man, he will melt into tears at my suf- 
ferings this day — ^if a savage, my heirs will be spared the charges 
of my funeral I" 

Lionel would have continued -his remonstrances, but a fierce 
encounter between a flanking party of the troops and a body of 
Americans; drove the former dose upon him ; and, leaping the 
wall, he rallied his comrades, and turned the tide of batlie in 
their favor. He was drawn far from the spot by the vicissitudes 
of the eonabat, and there was a moment^ while passing from one 
body of the troops to another, that he found himself unexpeet* 
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edlj alone, in a most dangerous vicinity to a small wood. The 
hurried call of ^ Pick off that officer T' first aroused him to his 
extreme danger, and he had mechanically bowed himself on the 
neck of his charger, in expectation of the &tal messengers, when 
a voice was heard among the Americansi crying, in tones that 
';au9ed every nerve in his body to thrill — 

"^ Spare him ! for the love of that God you worsliip, spare 
him!" 

The overwhelming sensations of the moment prevented flight, 
and the young man beheld Ralph, running with frantic gestures, 
along the sldrts of the cover, beating up the firearms of twenty 
Americans, and repeating his cries in a voice that did not seem 
to belong to a human being: then, in the confusion which 
whirled through his brain, Lionel thought himself a prisoner, as 
a man, armed with a long rifle, glided from the wood, and laid 
his hand on the rein of his bridle, saying earnestly — 

"^ lis a bloody day, and God will remember it ; but if Major 
Lincoln will ride straight down the hill, the people won't fire for 
fear of hitting Job ; and when Job fires, he^ shoot that granny 
who^s getting over the wall, and there'll never be a stir about it 
in Funnel Hall." 

Lionel wheeled away quicker than thought, and as his charger 
took long and desperate leaps down the fiJight declivity, he 
heard the shouts of the Americans behind him, the crack of 
JoVs rifle, and the. whizzing of the bullet which the changeling 
sent, as hid had promised, in a direction to do him no harm. 
On gaining a place of comparative safety, he found Pitcaim in 
the act of abandoning his bleeding horse, the close and bitter 
attacks of the provincials rendering it no longer safe for an offi- 
cer to be seen riding on the flanks of the detachment. Lionel, 
thoiigh he valued his steed highly, had also received so many 
Intimations of the dangerous notipe he had attracted, that he 
waaaoon obliged to foUow this example ; Bnd he saw, with deep 
reg^t, the noUe -animal scouring across the fields with a loose 
rein, snorting and snuffing the tainted air. He now joined a 
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party of the coiabatantfi 6n fo^t, iwnd contitiued to animate th^tn 
to nfew exertidns during the l^mainder of the tedious^ Vay. 

From the mom^t the spirea of Boston me* th<j view <^ th» 
troops, the simple beeafttie intensely, ititeres^ting^ N@w ylg^ 
was imparted to thbii^ weary frames by the cheering id^ht, atifd^ 
assuming once more thd air of high martiid training, th^y bor6 
up against the assaults of thehr enemies with renewed e^irit 
On the other hand, the Americans seemed aware that the b^o- 
ments of vengeance were passing sidfOy itway, and boys, and 
gray-headed men, the :Wounded and the actif^, crowded aroUnd 
their invaders, as if eager to obtsdai a parting bloWw Even the 
peacefiil ministers of Gt)d were Idiown to take the field on that 
memorable occasion, and, mingliBg with th^ "pa^hioserB, to 
brave every danger iii k cause wMeh they believed ib-ocinsonanee 
with their holy (falling. The sun was ni^ng over'^the latkl^ 
and the situatibn of the detachment had become nearly desper- 
atC) when '?ercy abandoned the idea of reac^nrig the Neck, 
across which he had proudly maix^hed that moming from Bo^^ 
ton, and strained isvery nerve to ^ get the remidiidei^ of his com- 
mand within the pemhsula of Charieetown. The carests mi the 
sides of the heights were alive with men, and as the shades^ of 
evening dosed about the combatants, the bosoiiis of the Ameri- 
cansbeat high with hope, while they witnessed the Mtcfirihg stops 
and slackened fire of the troops. But high disdpfine &ia]ly so 
&r prevailed as to i^tchthe'BngUshfrom thev^gr^of 
d^tnic6an,- and ^ enable them td gain the' naorbw etitrance' to 
the'desitcld£Jheitet juai as.hight had come appar^ntTy to s^l 
their doom.' ' • * . . • : : 

Lionel stood les^un^ 'dgain6t a fence, '^ thk fitus b6dy of men, 
which -a few hours before had thought th^selvok e^ual to a 
march through the cdonies, defiled slowly and heavily by him, 
dragging' thefr* weary and exhausted limbs up the'toilsbme 
ascent of Bunker Hill. ' 11^^ haughty eyes of m6$t^ the offieers 
Were bent to the earth in shame, and the common herd, even in 
thai plaee of security, eafit many an anxious glance behind thetii, 
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to assure themselves that the despised inhabitants of the proTince 
were no longer pressing on their footsteps. Platoon after pla- 
toon passed) each man compelled to depend on his own wearied 
limbs for support, until lionel at last saw a solitary horseman 
slowly ascending among the crowd. To his utter amazement 
and great joy, as this officer i^ppi^aished, he beheld Polwarth, 
mounted on his own steed, riding towarda him, with a face of 
the utmbst cotnflacency and compctetire. The dress of the cap- 
tain waft tor^' in many plaoeS) ai^) ihe housings of tl^ saddle 
were cut into ribaads^ while herd a^ there a spot of clottcKl 
UoQd,r<Hi tlie sides of the b^wtj f^rved to aoiM^unce thef particu- 
lat notice the rider had reoe&ved from the AmerjcaAs. The 
^u^ was soon exlioi^ ftp^ l&e houesi; soldier; Thei love of 
lyb- Jiad retum^>ith Ae.-sigbt of th;^ abapdosied ch«^. Qe 
aebidwledg^ it hsA eost him his watch to have the beast 
c^u^i ; but, imcfd eM»Uiahed in ih$ saddle, no daiiger,, nor any 
itm^natmncea, could indupe him if> relinquish a seat which he 
found 96 iQo&6oHng aft^r all the fatigue and motion of that evil 
dity,' in whibh h^ had been compelled to share ifi the oi^apiities 
of thote who fought on the side of the ctow% in ^e uiemorablo 
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CHAPTER XL 

* J9im2L— Is It not lawAil, sn* please joar mi^es^, 
To tell how miu&y is kiUed r Kuia Uszcbt V. 

WfiiLB a Strong party of the royal troops took post on tli<« 
height which commanded the approach to their position, the 
remainder penetrated deeper into the peninsula, or wer^ trans- 
ported by the boats of the fleet to the town of Boston. Lionel 
and Polwarth passed the strait with the first division of the 
wounded, the former having no duty to detain him any longer 
with the detachment, and the latter stoutly maintaining that his 
corporeal sufferings gave him an undoubted claim to indnde his 
case ambng the casualties of the day. Perhaps no officer in the 
army of the king felt less chagrin at the result of this inroad 
than Major Lincoln; for, notwithstanding his attachment to his 
prince and adopted country, he was keenly sensitive on the sub- 
ject of the reputation of his real countrymen : a sentiment that 
is honorable to our nature, and which never deserts any that do 
not become disloyal to its purest and noblest impulses. Even 
while he regretted the price at which his comrades had been 
taught to appreciate the characters of those whose long and 
mild forbearance had been misconstrued into pusillanimity, he 
rejoiced that the eyes of the more aged would now be opened 
to the truth, and that the mouths of the young and thoughtless 
were to be forever closed in shame. Although the actual 
losses of the two detachments were probably concealed from 
motives of policy, it was early acknowledged to amount t6 about 
one sixth of the whole number employed. 

On the whar^ Lionel and Polwarth separated; the latter 
agreeing to repair speedily to the private quarters of his friend, 
where he promised himself a solace for the compulsory absti* 



LIONEL LINCOLN. 166 

nence and privations of his long march, aad the former taking 
his way towards Tremont-street^ with a view to allay the unea- 
siness which the secret and flattering whisperings of hope 
taught him to believe his fair young kinswiunen ¥^ould feel in 
Lis behalf At eveiy com&r he encouiiteFed groups of earnest 
townsmen, hstening with; greedy ears to the particulars of the 
contest^ a few walking away dejected at the spirit exhibited by 
that country they had vilified to its oppressors ; but . most of 
them jregafding the passing form of one whose disordered dress 
announced his participatioa in the affair, with glances of stem 
satisfaction. As Lionel tapped at the door of Mrs. Lechmere, 
he foi^oC his &tigue ; and "when it opened, and he beheid Cecil 
standing in the hall, with every lineament of her fine counter 
nance expressing the power of her emotions, he no longer re^ 
membered those trying dangers he had so lately escaped. 

" Lionel r exclaimed the young lady, clasping her hands 
with joy — ^^ himself and unhurtl" The blood rushed :firom 
her heart across her face to her forehead, and buiying her 
shame in her hands, she burst into a flood of tears, and fled his 
presence. 

Agnes Danforth received him with undisguised pleasure, nor 
would she indulge in a single question to appease her burning 
curiosity, until thoroughly assured of his perfect safety. Then, 
indeed, she remarked, with a smile of triumph seated on her 
arch features — ; = . * 

^ Your march has been well attended, Major Lincoln ; from 
the upper windows I have seen some of the honors which tho 
good people of Massachusetts have paid to their' visitors.** 

** On my soul, if it were not for the dreadful consequences 
which must follow, I rejoice^ as well as yourself^ in the events 
of the day," said Lincoln ; ^* for a people are never certain d 
their rights until they are respected." 

^ Tell me, then, all, cousin Lincoln, that I may know how to 
boast of my parentage." 

The young man gave her a shorty but distinct and impartial, 



account of «111iti&t had oei^uited, to wbkh kis fAir.Iisteneir iit^ 
tended -vrith imdiifcgiiMed intefeat. 

*^ l^cnnr, tfaen^": slier exdmiiiied^ ds lie end^, ^'thiere is ato efid 
£brev«* of ihoie btdo^ iaayat^that'likTe fio'ldngHnBUR^ 
eani fiat joq ktmWy'^jdie addedyidt^.ai%Hbli]fih^ an^^ 
smile most eomica% s^clij '* I liad a ddabje' stake m^the Ji»^ 
tunes ci the day— myi countiy and my tn^e^lbv^'P ^ -» 

^Okl be at ease ; your; worsbippeir Ibs^rettitiied^'Whol^ iii 
body, and SHffiiring in mind ^Milyithipngk yamr cs^aelty 2. kd per* 
fonned the route witb wonderful aiddl^ess, and lieaBy skowed 
kimself ii.^dier in dangeri.^ ;. i - ^ .' i ' i- 

^ Kay, Majo^ liao0]n^ roUnned <Agne8,;8iilL bhi^hg, tkdbgh 
she knifed ; " you. do. not. imean td. insinuate tbat iPisM Bo^K 
warlirltas walfaed fortyvmikHibetweentlierking^WQd sitting; of 
tbe sun r '..•.: ' : : : ' ...-.l ■■-: >^-;, r.- - :•; . ^ .' ..■••-:-;•. 

^ Between two knnsetsihe bas don0 tkedeed, if yon except a 
tnffing pramehade. a chevatj cm asy own-steed^iwilote' ^[oiiadimi 
oompeiledine to abandon^ and i>f %haiii be iook, and ^maintain* 
ed tbe possession, too,^ in spite; of dangers of eivary kinid.^ 

^Really," exclaimed tbe wilful girl, clasping ber hands in 
aflSected ailonisbmentj iiiou^. libnel thought he could ^d 
iawacd : satii^&t^on at his inteUigenoe,' <* Hie iprpdigiss of the man 
exceed bebefi One waDfcs:tb6 fiotliof £iltheF Abriikam. ta^siiedit 
sui^b marvds I Though, after the repulse, of two thouttand Brit- 
ish soldiers by a body of husbandmen, I am prepaoed for an ex* 
oeeding !uQ» of my dreduHty.'' 

'' The moment ia^iheij^ auspicious for. my friend,'!- whii^red 
Lionel,' rising to follow the Qittbg fi>na o{.Oedl^I>yneTor^.^hiGh 
he saw ^^ling; into; the jo|]ponte room, as Pdlwiirth himaslf en- 
tered the aparCihent. ; ^Oredidity ia. sjnd to. be ^ihe great ireak* 
k;es8 of your sex, and I must leaVB you iamoinent exposed to the 
failing, and that, too, in the dangerous compaiiy at the subject 
?f our diaeourse.7' 

" Now would you give half your hopes of pronHotion, aild aH 
your hopeii of a war, Oapiain Polwarth, to know in what man« 



jk&t yoBT diMlM^ter^ ha^ be«ii ireatodiii! your. absence !'^.oncK] 
Agnes, blushing slightly. ^ I thiiU^ not, hiDwever, ^saldsfy the 
ertt?iiig^ of your ctfiriosky, but fet it «enR»4e a simulant t6 bet- 
ted de^dsllianliavd drnpldj/^ed- you sinc^ we niet^la^^ 

*^ I trust lincoln has done justice to my service," returned 
the good-humored captain, ^and that i he* 'has not Defected to 
mentieki the maniiet in whiph I TeiMmed > hJB ateed inmi the 
rebels?" -^ 

♦•'•^Hie >jfbat^ at f* iirtemipted Agnes^' with a -frown.' *f How 
£d yotf stylo th^ gdod^l^te of Kasisittchuse^ 

^ I shoidd hAre' said the e;iicited dw^lers in the land,- 1 be- 
lieve. Ah. ! Miss Agnes, I have suffered this day as inaa never 
st^fe^ b^To|>and all <» your behaif*V? 
' **.0n mfh^sMl Y^yurwords i^qui^' explanatioix, Capiain 
PolwBrth/'-; '"^- '^ '■'> ;'■ .; \, ■"•^ '• ■■., -j- •■i. • 

^nWimptMBtblis,^ returned iheca|>taiii: ^therojsffe S^elings 
aad'^MStionB cono^tkE with the hea^ that will iadmii* dC^noiex- 
pkikStiQft. M I' knbw; is, thatr I haveaufiEbred, vnoUecahly on 
y^tfir'ac^pdunt, to^^ay ; aoid i^bat ji^'nni|ttenil4e!28:in a'gveai de- 
gred'1iiexpUcftt)^'V • • ',;:••.: ,'^:;I l-.'\-\:-;'... 

<^I ahiJl 4S^ fMi down format I iindersta&d o6c»irB rognlarly 
in ao^rtajn desei^tion of ill^dMll«t'^the expression of 'aii.nn- 
lifetera^er thing I Surely, Major Lincoln had some ves^n to 
believe he left me at the mercy of my credulity !" 

**¥ou slander your own 'Ohiaractccr, fair Agaies," send Pol- 
wailib, Endeavoring to look piteously : *' you are nddiermerci- 
ft^-fic^ ei?ecliilbiti9; c(r you would long since ha^ce believed my 
tale/ wid'^iAen |)i1y on my toifleffjr^"^ , 

*^ Is tiot' syfnpa^thy a soi^a Idbd^^in diort, isnot sympathy 
iEi dreadMfi}rill{M)Otn itt ii^Mrtldn diseioof* , adced Agnes, rating 
ber ej^ oti: A^'floot^' and affeet&g a girlish ombairassment. 
^ ^vbio can gainsayitf'^ cried iho captain ; ^'ftiatbeinMible 
waller a youn^ lady todisoiirver i^ bent: of hieriinoliniafdbns. 
V^otn^db h^ve lived k ignorance of' tlieii? own ftfifeeticin^ until 
lh<np j^pathies hnvd been fi^akened. Bi^twhai means die 
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question, my fair tormentor i May I dare to flatter myself that 
you at length feel for my pains 9" 

''I am sadly afraid 'tis but too true, Polwarth," returned 
Agnes, shaking her head, and continuing to look exceedingly 
grave. 

Polwarth moved, with something like animation again, nighcr 
to the amused girl ; and attempted to take her hand, as he 
said — 

"^ Tou restore. me to life with your sweet acknowledgments — 
I have lived for six months like a dog under your frowns, but 
one kind word acts like a healing balm, and restores me to my- 
self again T 

"Then my sympathy is evaporated I" returned Agnes. 
" Throughout this long and anxious, day have I fancied myself 
older than my good, staid, great-aunt ; and whenever certain 
thoughts have crossed my mind, I have even imagined a thou- 
sand of the ailings of age had encircled me — rheutnatisms, 
goutS) asthmas, and numberless other aches and pains, exceed- 
ingly unbecoming to a young lady of nineteen. . But you have 
enlightened me, and given vast relief to my apiurehensions, by 
explaining it to be more than sympathy. You see, Poli^arth, 
what a wife you will obtain, should I ever, in a weak moment, 
accept you ; for I have aheady sustained one hidf your bur- 
dens I" 

"A man is not made to be in constant motion, like the pen- 
dulum of that dock, Miss Danforth, and yet feel no fetigue,'' 
said Polwarth, more vexed than he would permit himself to be- 
tray ; '^yet I flatter myself there is no officer in thehght in- 
fantry — ^you understand me to say the light in&ntvy^— who has 
passed over more ground, within fonji-and-tw^ity hours, than 
the man who hastens, notwithstaoditig.biA dxploits»to throw 
himself at your feet^ even before he iHnks of his (ordinary rest" 

** Captain Polwarth^** said Agnes, rising, "fer the oompli- 
menty if oomplunent it be, I thank you ; bttt,** she luided, lop 
ing her afSdoted gravity in a strong natural feeling that shone 
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in her dark eye, and illaminftted the whole of her fine counte- 
nance, as she llud her hand impressiyelj on her heart — ^ the 
man who will supplant the feelings which nature has impressed 
here, must not come to mj feet, as 70U call it^ from a field of 
battle, where he has been contending with my kinsmen, and 
helping to enslave my country. You will excuse me, sir, but as 
Major Lincoln is at home here, permit me, for a few minutes, t(» 
leave you to his hospitality.'' 

She withdrew as Lionel reentered, passing him on the 
thre^old. 

*^ I would rather be a leader in a stage-coach, or a running 
footman, than in love I" cried Polwarth-r-" 'tis a dog's Ufe, Leo, 
and this girl treats me like a cart-horse ! But what an eye 
she has ! I could have lighted my cigar by ith^my heart is a 
he^p of cinders. Why, Leo, what aileth thee? throughout the 
whole of this damnable day, I have not before seen thee bear 
such a troubled look I" 

"Let us withdraw to my private quarters," muttered the 
young man, whose aspect and air expressed the marks of ex- 
treme disturbance — *'tis time to repair the disasters of our 
march." 

** All that has been already looked to," said Polwarth, rising 
and limping, with sundry grimaces, in the best manner he was 
able, in a vain effort to equal the rapid strides of his compan- 
ion. " My first bufflness on leaving you was to borrow a con- 
veyance of a friend, in which I Tode to your place ; and my 
next was to write to little Jimmy Craig, to offer an exchange of 
my company for his — for from this hour henceforth I denounce 
all lightrinfantry movements, and shall take the first opportunity 
to get back again into the dragoons ; as soon as I have effected 
which. Major Lincoln, I propose to treat with you for the pur- 
chase of tiiat horse. AJfter that duty was performed, — for, if 
self-preservation be commendable, it became a duty, — ^I made 
out a bill of fare for Meriton, in order that nothing might be 
forgotten; after which, like yourself Lionel, I hastened to the 
40 



UO .L£08KL:LINC0LV. 

feet of my mislveai-^Ali l-.. Major lineblii, jon ai^ a .bapp; 
nan; lor you tliare ia w> reoeptum.bnt 8iiul^»-^aDd. ^hanns 



^ Talk noi to me^ nr, of snnles,'' aaterrapted lionel, impa- 
twntly, f^nor oC.the diarnxa of womeii» Xbey are ail alikiB^oa- 
pncionft and imaocoimtabifi.'! 

^ BleflB mar exclaained Polwaiihy stariog about liim m wdii- 
der ; ^ there is then favor for non^;. m tbia plaoe, irbo battle for 
the king I Ibere ia a^8t^lnge connectioa beotween Cupid and 
Ifan, lore and war ; for here did I, after fighting aQ day bbe 
a Savaoent^ Tttrb, Jenghja Khan, ot, in Bhort^ a^ttbiiig bat a 
good CBiriflti^ ooihe with. fiiU fSnteiH .toimalce i& aexJonaioffMr of 
my band, oonuitissibiii^ miM Folwifrtb Hall, ^ that 4ftea8Cma- 
bleTiixeb, iriM0.8b^ repldses :nle with a frown' and )& s$iioa6m as 
biting aa th^. eialutlition <^;a bn^grjr 9)aiu Batwha^ai^ eyto 
the girl has^ and what «r bloom^ iij^eia «b«r .ifr.a: lildt inoc^ sea- 
soned than common ! Then you, too, Uonlsl, h|^v0:be9n trcfated 
likeadog!" : ' 

'^lilce a} fool, as I am^" s^d Lionel, paei&g .haiiigbtily over 
the ground at a rate that soon threw his compaaion too far ip 
the rear to admit of further discourse until they reaebed ^ 
place of tbeir destination. Here, to the no smaU suipiise of 
both gentfenieOf tbeylbp^d ^ company collected tluM; neither 
was prep«ijed to meet . At a mde^tabie sat M -Fuaey <]i^sGii88ing, 
with aingubr lelishi 9ome <^ the cold viands of the previous 
night's repast^ and washing down his morsels with d^^ pota- 
tions c| the best wjne <^' bis host. Jn cm^ cona^ of tbe room 
Seth Sage was posted, witb the appearanoeof a manin duresse, 
bis hands .beii^ tied before him, from which depended a long 
<K>rd, tiuub inj^t, oa emergency, be miM^e to 4ierve the ipurpoee 
of a h^t^. , Opposite to the. prisoner, for such in trutb be was, 
stood Job, imitating the example of the captain >of grenadiers, 
who now and then tossed so^ie fragment of his meal into the 
bat of tbe dimpleton, Meriton and several of the^ na^nials of the 
establishment were in waiting. 
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* What haveVe here r cn^ licmel, regarding- the scene with 
a curiotn eye. .*Of what ofibnce has Mr. Sage been guihy, that 
lie bears those bonds ?" 

''Of the smafi crimes of ti'aisaB and h^niicide,^ retwued 
M^use, '^if shooting at a man, with a healrty'mind to ]dy him, 
can make a murder." 

** It can't," said Seth, raiang his- ej^es from the lloor, where he 
bad hitherto kept titeta- in demure silence ;^a man mtist kill 
witli wiek^ inteftt to oommk mordet — ^ 

" Hear to the blackguard, detailing the htw as if he were my 
lord chief-justice of the King's Bench I" interrupted the ^na- 
dier; ^ and what was yoUr own wieked -intention, ye lAulking 
vagabond, but to Ml me ! PD Tiave yo^ tried and hung for the 
same act" ' 

**^It's ag'in reason to bcJliere that any juiry will convict one 
man for the murder of another that an't dead,^ iidd Seth; 
" there's no jury to be found in the Bay colony to do it" 

** Bay colony, ye murdering thiof and wkfel I" aied the" cap- 
tain; ^ril hare ye transported to E^glw^^ yO'shal^be^bd'th 
transported and hung. By- the tord, Fll carry ye baick to Ii^&- 
'iind with me, and m hai^ ye up in the greto island itieM, and 
bury ye, in the heart caP%iHt€»; in a bog—** : i 

<<But what is tii^ ofifence,?^ demanded l^oiid, '^'ifia« oalb 
forth these severe^reafe f* -. ' -> ; :. i :: -j. ; 
• «* The scoundrel has been but— '' . i. 

«OiltP •/.' ^:. -':::: . ■..:"■ ^ -■; .':• .:•/•'.••• 

"Ay, out! Ditmii it; ^, -has not the wholkoottntly been 
fike so many bees ill seki^h* of a hive!' Is your memory so^ 
short thai ye forget, already, Major Lincoln, the tram}) the 
blackguards have' given ybu over hill and dale, throngH thick 
a:nd thin?" - 

*Attd was Mr. Si^^-.thenf, fovM aiiobg owr enemi^ to* 
*iyf"- . ■ ;• '^ - ;• •: :: • ■- ' : ■' ' •: -• . ' 
- '^Didnlb I see him puQ trigger on my own stature thMe 
times within as many minutes !" returned the angry captalttt 



i 



t02 LIONEL LINCOLN, 

" and didn't he break the handle of my sword ? ^nd have 
not I a bit of lead he calb a buckshot in my shoulder as a 
present from the thief?" 

"^ It's ag'in all law to call a man a thief^" said Jcb, '^ unless 
you can prore it upon him ; but it an't ag'in law to go in and 
out of Boston as ofVen as you choose.** 

^ Do you hear the rascals ! They know every angle of the 
kiw as well, or better than I do myseH^ who am the son of a 
Cork counsellor. I dare to say, you were among them too, and 
that ye deserve the gallows as well as your commendable com- 
panion, there." 

^ How is this f " said Lionel, turning quickly away from Joby 
with a view to prevent a reply that niight endanger the safety 
of the changeling. ^' Did you not only mingle in this rebellion, 
Mr. Sage, but also attempt the life of a gentleman who may 
be said, islmost^ to be an inmate of your own house f " 

" I conclude," returned Seth, " it's best not to talk too much, 
seeing that no one csan foretell what may happen." 

''Hear to the cunning reprobate I he has not the grace to 
admowtodge his own sins, like an honest man," interrupted 
M'Fuse ; "^ but I can save him that small trouble. I got tired, 
you must know. Major Lincoln, of being. shot at like noxious 
vermin, from morning till night, without making some return 
to the compliments of those gentlemen who aro out on the 
hips ; and I took advantage of a turn, ye see, to double on a 
party of the uncivilized demons. This lad, here, got three good 
pulls al me, before we closed and made an end of them with 
the steel, all but this fellow, who, having a becoming look for a 
gallows, I brought him in, as you see, for an exchange, intend* 
ing to hang him the first &v<Nrable oj^rtunity." 

^ If this be true, we must give him into the hands of the 
proper authorities," said Lionel^ smiling at the oonfosed account 
of the angry captain ; " for it remains to be seen yet what 
course will be adopted with the prisoners in diis singular con-^ 
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*^ I should think nothing of the matter," returned M*Fufie, 
** if the reprobate had not treated me like a beast of the field, 
with his buckshot, and taking his aim each time, as though I 
bad been a mad dog. Ye villain, do you call yourself a man, 
and aim at a fellow-creature as you would at a brute ?" 

" Why," said Seth, sullenly, " when a man has pretty much 
made up his mind to fight, I conclude it's best to take aim, in 
order to save ammunition and time." 

^ You acknowledge the charge, then 2" demanded Lionel 

'^ As the nugor is a moderate man, and will hear to reason, 
I ynU talk the matter over with him rationally," said Seth, dis- 
posing himself to speak more to the purpose. "You see I had 
a small call to Concord early this morning-—" 

" Concord I" exclaimed Lionel 

" Yes, Concord," returned Seth, laying great stress on the 
first syllable, and speaking with an air of extreme inno- 
cence : " it lies here-away, say twenty or one-and-twenty 
miles — ^" 

" Daam your Concords, and your miles, too 1" cried Pol- 
warth. ^ Is there a man in the army who can forget the de- 
ceitful place I Go on with your defence, without talking to us 
of the distance, who have measured the road by inches." 

'^The captain is hasty and rashl" said the deliberate prisoner, 
*^ But being there, I went out of the town with some company 
that I happened in with ; and after a time, we concluded to re- 
turn ; and so, as we came to a bridge about a mile b^ond the 
place, we received considerable rough treatment from some of 
the king's troops, who were standing there — ^^ 

"What did they?" 

" They fired at us, and killed two of our company, besides 
other threatening doings. There were some among us that 
took the matter up in considerable earnest, and there was a 
tfharp tosB about it for a few minutes ; though finally the kw 
prevailed." 

" The hiw r 
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" Certain. . lis agin all law, I believe the major will ^Wn, 
toshoot'peSaceablemenonfhepttMxchighwayT ''" = 

"IVoceM "irftih yi6ttr'ta%in j^)itf owii Way.*^ ,:,!..{ 

* That is pretty mticH tfeb wh<^e of it," said Setti,' warily 
** The people rath^ took thtit, atid'some other things that 'hap- 
pened at Lexington, io heart^ and T'still^pbse the liiajor knows 
therest** ' ' ' • - : • 

"But what has all this to do with your attempt to ttiutder 
me, yoit hypocrite 1" demanded MTnae; "Confess th^ whole, 
ye thieii that I may hang yoii with an aii^ oonsoaence" 

"Enough,* said Lionel : ""^ the man has acknowledged' suffi- 
cient already to justify us^ih transferiing hitn to the ieiistody of 
others. Let him be &ken to theinain guaix^t, aiid dehtered as 
a prisoner of this day .** ' 

" I hope the major will loclk to the things^'' skid Sefli^, who 
instantly prepared to depart, birt topped i on' the ^^eshold - to 
speak. **'! shall h6ld him accountable for a!!.** • 

" Your property shall be protected, and I hope your fife may 
riot be in jeopaMy,^ returned Liooel,*''^^*^ ^ hatd-lR* tfedse 
who guarded him to jirocoed. JSeth furled, atatdlellt liis- oWn 
dweHing with the same qmet air which had ds^nguislicid him 
throughout ^e day ; ^thbugh thet^ W^^ oecli»6tial^teh^ frina 
his qtuck, dstik eydsj thAt looked ^hke lihe gtli^ibieHftg*- bf a 
fiiding fire. IfbtWithstanding thd threatetdng denui](<^ati(>n he 
had encouirfcered,h^ left- Ihe hoiis^Wi^a^ {^rfed i^^otibn, 
that if Ins'das^ Werfe toT)^ tn^ Jbythowi ^prihdpk* of 'jubdc^ 
which every man in the c6teny'so ^elt und^ffstoodi it waiild be 
found that both he and his lelloirs httd kej[)t thorotighJy on tho 
windy side of the law. • . - • - " 

Diiiing this singular arid charaoieAstlcdisecaifce, P^lwArth, 
with the solit^ exceptibii we have recorded, had employed his 
tiMe in forwarding the preparations fbi^ l3ie Wnc^ttet. ' 
' As Seth arid his l^u' disappeared, Liobel east a ftirtiYe <Iook 
at Job, who was a quiet, and apparently an undisturbed spi^ 
tatctr of the scene, and then turned his attention sudd^y ib his 



ga«rti^ 30 ^feaifal<ilie&% of t}ia;chfllitgeUiig mf^h&i^ his 
9gi9iif7 abaiii Ilie4ee<ti of ijhe d«y..= Tbe ^impUi^ity ofij^o fad, 
£kOw«v«i*^.iddba(ted'the'kiBd mteotiooB <>{^'t^ im- 

mediately lobaein^ irij|h<ya« tike- lenfttfindioitioii or^uun^ r- . 
V ''llhd,]EiBg eon^t 'h^SethSil^ the 

mke^ly-Midier^be^ fin^^^ . ... 

. <f« B^hapsyoiuvcve ^Mi^Uogb^t^QLtmoD^^-i cfied M^Fwe, 
fSjuAiiniig^yoiireell'at OoiiG^'ivtth a smaU-paity' of select 

(miM.n\. ■■ -,-.. , ..' •• : :/.• ; - ;.-.: -:• . . 

^. Jbb? didli't gpd ai^j further ' thaa LexHigioiiy'* retmiiel the 
lad^ l^aaii^e haaa'tgot^aiij friend; eiseept old Hab".. .. 

'*^HLerT<Ldvil >ha» ibaoeasedatiiel miudfttcf the people Hi coii- 

. tbuittiiithoiIgienadieRr t^.LtejenlajMidooldili^.pnuJ^ and isici- 

iierspold aiid yo{mg,il»g ^a■d('tit<^:he8efell^im^ «&d 

here is a fool to liei added lo thainumber.] vl daroisay that M- 

low^ nawy haA:attampfed nJmdei m Jus. 'day, I6a"r ' i ' 

**Jel>;aGbiii8 sitish mebediifiSB,?' ro^ tfae:iimiioyBd shn- 

pletnli<:^heioii]yakot< one • granny, aad hit an.offieer «i the 
ann." 

j^D^i hear that^ Major Linoohi;r<}ried M^uae^ jiunping 
irdmi'tiie JKai, Whidi^ notwiihrtandibg the bitternes9 of hia lan- 
guage; }id .'had hiiherto peiiieTeidngly xhaint^inied:;: ^Sd'ye hear 
that sheUi of a' num^ that effigy, boasting of ha^ng Utiad a 
jgfebadier.t^.' '' -■ '.'.'■ ••••.•./•- ^ 

^.ifold 1^ intemq^ted liionel, arresting his excited companion 
by:tke ana;:. ^leitieialer wet are aoidieni, and ^bat the boy is 
not a responsible being. No tribunal would evecseiitonGe sueh 
an imftrtunate coreatuie to a ^pbhet", .and in general^ he is as 
harmless as :a Jbabo'--^'* , / . ; 

^ The devil bum siich babes I A pfdty 'fell6'w:iS' he to Mil a 
man of six feet ! ai^d with, a du^ang giin, I'll ^igage. Fll not 
hang ike rascal, 9^or IJnooln, nnee it ia yotir..partieakr wish*^ 
ril only have him buried ahve.** . 

Job continaed perfectly unmoved in his ohair; and the cap- 
Cain, ashamed of his resentment agaonst such nnconscioas imbe< 
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cility, waft soon persuaded to abandon his intentions of revenge, 
though he continued muttering his threats against the provin- 
cials^ and his denunciations against such ^^ an unmanly spades 
of war&re,'' until the much-needed repast was ended. 

Polwarth, having restored the equilibrium of his system by a 
hearty meal, hobbled to his bed, and MTuse, without any oere- 
mony, took possession of another of the apartments in the tene- 
ment of Mr. Sage. The servants withdrew to ihear own enter- 
tainment; and Lionel, who had been sitting for the last half 
hour in melancholy silence, now unexpectedly found lumself 
alone with the changeling. Job had waited for this moment 
with exceeding patience ; but when the docnr closed on Meriton, 
who was the last to retire, he made a movement that indicated 
some communication of more than usual importance, and suc- 
ceeded in attracting the attention of his companion. 

^ Foolish boy V exdaimed Lionel, as he met the unmeaning 
eye of the other, '^ did I not warn you that wicked men might 
endanger your life? How was it that I saw you in arms to-day 
against the troops ?" 

'^How came the troops in arms ag^in Jobf" returned the 
changeling. ^They needn't think to wheel aboirt the Bay 
province, clashing their godless drums and trumpets, burning 
housen, and shooting j)eople, and find no stir about it P 

" Do you know that your life has been twice forfeited within 
twelve hours, by your own confession : once for murder, and 
again for treason against your kin^ t You have wdmowledged 
killing a man P / 

^ Yes,^ said the lad, with undisturbed sin^city, " Job shot 
the granny ; but he didn't let the people kill Major Lincoln.'' 

" True, true," said Lionel, hastily t " I owe my life to you, 
and that debt shall be cancelled at every htusard. But why 
have you put yourself into the hands of your enemies so thought- 
lessly ? What brings you here to-night ?" 

^Balph told me to come ; and if Ralph told Job to flpo into 
the king's parlor, he would go." 
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^ Ealpb r exclaimed Lionel, stopping in bis hurried walk 
Across the room ; ^ and where is he P 

^In the old wareW; and he has sent me to tell you to come 
to him ; and what Balph says must be done.*^ 

^ He here, too I Is the man crazed t Would not his fears 
teach him — ^ 

" Fears I" interrupted Job, with ungukr disdain : " you can't 
frighten Ralph. The grannies couldn't frigl^ten him, nor the 
light in£uitry couldn't hit him, tbough be eat nothing but their 
smoke the whole day. Ralph's a proper warrior T 

^And he waits me, you say, in the t^iement of youi 
mother?" 

^ Job donH know what tenement means, but he's in the old 
ware'us'.'' 

^ Come, then," md Lionel, taking his hat, ^ let us go to 
him : I must sare him from the effects of his own rashness, 
though it cost my commission T' 

He left the room while speaking, and the simpleton followed 
dose at his heels^ well content with having executed hia mission 
without encountering any greater difficulties. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Tbit pUtj, i« U^ t9i«ge of a murder done In yienmat 
' G^ttgttto the doke^iiiuA»;'6i8 wife, Bkpittotat ' ^ '' 

of the daj had not yet subsided in the town, wh^. liond 
found.himadf agsdniA. ita luuxow str^otAi Meii {niaaed mfUy 
by him, as if bent on some unusual and earnest busing; fmd 
more than ohqo tlie ^oo^, spldi^r delteoted th^ tiiumfhant 
smiles of ihe^.woiiiaD,..aB. ibey looked eiWH^sljr putrou t^NB 
scene, from their half-open wftidotKS, a^d. their eyes detected 
the profeasiobal trappi|ig» of his <toe9K. Biswg Wi^: of the 
tcoops w&re muoSmg Sa diffi^f^t dii!i»etian8y and in A mamaer 
which denoted thai the guards were strengthening; while the 
few solitary officers he met watched his approaching figure 
with cautious jealousy, as if they apprehended a dangerous ene- 
my in every form they encountered. 

The gates of Province House were open, and, as usual, 
guarded by armed men. As Lionel passed leisurely along, he 
perceived that the grenadier to whom he had spoken on the 
preceding evening, again held his watch before the portal of the 
governor. 

"Your experience did not deceive you, my old comrade,** 
said Lionel, lingering a moment to address him; "we have 
had a warm day.** 

" So it is reported in the barracks, your honor,** returned the 
soldier ; " our company was not ordered out, and we are to 
stand double duty. I hope to God the next time there is any 
thing to do, the grenadiers of the ^th may not be left be- 
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hlod-^t would ^re beea for the credit of the army had they 
been- in ihe field to-daj*" : 

** Why dd you think bo, my veteraa^i' The men-who were 
out are ihottght to have behaved well; but k was iinpoesible to 
make head against a niuldtude In arm%V^ , r : , 
l^lt 18 not my place,' 3K>ur honor, to say <> this man-did well, 
aiid that man behaved amiss,", nstun^ the pcood olii«oldier ; 
^but when I heiM^of two thousabd Biilish boopS'turnSng their 
backs, or ^uicbdning their maroh^ befoer all the. rabble this 
country caii muster, I want the flank' companies ^ofi4he^-^—-41i 
to-be at hand, if it should be only that-i niay say I have wit> 
neand the disgraced sight withmy owb eyei.^ ! . . . 

^ There is^ito disgraee whei^thiere is^no.miseondiict^'? said 
LioneL ■ '.i .'.'■' .. . ! . . i \:-jlI ,•' .:■=. ■' ' 

I'^Theremusthavn been misconduct' somewhere, yoiar honor, 
or sodi a things codd not haT^iiappfioied j o6nnder,yoi^ 
the teaty flowes . of the: army 1 Something imust ' have been 
wrong ; and allhotigh: I eould see .the lattto part of ihe bunaess 
^omthe-hills, loan haidly- believe it to be true." Ashe con- 
eluded, ^he shook. his head, and obntiiroed'his steady pace along 
hia allotted ground, as if unwilling to pursue the humiliating 
subject any futthen lionel > passed slowly on, musing on that 
deep-rooted prejudice, wiucb had even taught ithis humhle me- 
nial of the crown to regard with i contempt a whole nation, be- 
cause they were< believed to be dependants., ' 

The Dock Square was stiller tHah. iui^aal^ and the sounds ef 
reveky, which it was usual to h'eae at» tfiat hour from the adja- 
cent drinking-houses, were no longer andibk. The moon had 
not yet risen, and Lionel passed omd^ ihc dark arches of the 
market with a ^ekstep, as he now- rem^biberisd that one in 
whom he felt so deep an interest awaited his appearance^ Job, 
who had followed in silence, glided by him on the drawbridge, 
and stood holding the door of the old building in his hand, 
when he reached its threshold. Lionel found the large space in 
the centre of the warehouse, as usual, dark and empty, though 

8 
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the dim light of a candle glimmered through the fisaorea in a 
partition which separated an apartment in one of the little tow 
era that was occupied by Abigail Pray, from the ruder ports of 
the edifice. Low voices were also heard issuing from this room, 
and l/LsLJor Lincoln, supposing he should find the old man and 
the mother of Job in conference together, turned to request the 
lad would precede him, and announce his name.. But the 
changeling had also detected the whispering sounds, and it 
would seem with a more cunning ear, for he turned and darted 
through the door of the building with a velodity that did not 
abate until Lionel, who watched bis movements with amaze 
ment, saw his shuffling figure disappear among the shambles of 
the market-place. Thus deserted by his gmde, Lionel groped 
his way towards the place where he believed he should find the 
door which led into the tower. The light deceived him; for, 
as. he approached it, his eye glanced through one of the crevioes 
of the wall, and he again. became an unintentioaal witness of 
anc^iher of those interviews^ which evinced the singular and 
mysterious affinity between the fortunes of the affluent and re- 
spected Mrs. Lechmere and the miserable tenant of the ware- 
house. Until that moment, the hurry of events and the crowd 
of reflections which had rushed over the mind of the young 
man, throughout the busy time of the last tw^ity-four hours, 
had prevented his recalling the hidden meaning of the singular 
discourse of which he had aheady been an auditor. But now, 
when he found his aunt led into these haunts of beggary, by a 
feeling he was not weak enough to attribute to her charity, he 
stood rooted to the spot by a curiosity which, at the same time 
that he found it irresistible, he was willing to excuse, under a 
strong impresaon that these private communications were in 
some way connected with himself 

Mrs. Lechmere had evidently muffled her person in a manner 
that was intended to conceal this mysterious visit from any 
casual observer of her movements ; but the hoops of her large 
calash were now so far raised as to admit a distinct view of her 
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wilfaeied features, and of ihe hard eye which shot forth its self- 
ish, worldly gkuoesy from amid the surromiding decay of na- 
tiire. She waa seized, both in indulgence to her infirmities, and 
from that assmnption of superiwity she never neglected in the 
preseikce of her inferiors, while her companion stood before her, 
in an attitude that partook more of restraint than of respect 

*^ Tour weakness, foolish woman,'' said Mrs. Lechmere, in 
those stem, repulsive tones she so well Imew how to use, when 
she wished to intimidate, ^ will yet prove your ruin. You owe 
it to respect for yourself^ to your character, and even to your 
safety, that you should exhibit more firmness, and show yourself 
above this weak and idle superstition.'' 

^My ruin! and my character!" returned Abigail, looking 
about her with a haggard eye and a ti^mbHng lip ; " what is 
ruin, Madam Lechmere, if this poverty be not called so ? or 
what loss of character can bring upon me more biting scorn 
than lam now ordained to suffer for my sins?" 

^Perhi^" said Mrs. Lechmere, endeavoring to affect a 
kinder tone, though dislike was still too evident in her manner, 
^ in the hurry of my grand*neph€iw's reception, I have forgotton 
my usual liberality." 

The woman took the piece of silver which Mrs. Lechmero 
slowly placed in her hand, and held it in her open pakn for 
several moments, regarding it with a vacant look, which the 
other mistook for dissatisfaction. 

^ The troubles, and the decreasing value of property, have 
sensibly affected my income," continued the ridily clad and 
luxurious Mis. Lechmere ; " but if that should be too little for 
your inmiediate wants, I will add to it another crown." 

"• Twill do — ^'twill do," said Abigail, clenching her hand over 
the money, with a grasp that was convulsive ; ^ yes, yes, 'twill 
da Oh, Madam Lechmere, humbling and sinful as that wicked 
pasfflon is, would to God that no motive worse than avarice had 
proved my ruin I" 

Lionel thought his aunt cast an uneasy and embaitassed 
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glance at her c6in|>amoii, which he doDstrued into an ea^easioD 
that betrayeijL thero welre sec^te eiien't between tfaisse stxfdige 
ecHifidanta; but the ixMM9entar7AuipiiBe.€dcbU)it6d.i^^^ 
tUrea doon gave, place to her habitual look of guarded and 
severe fotiuality ; and fihe repUed, with aa airi of ..ccddaeae, as if 
she would repulse aay. appioadh .to an adoifawlddgEoent.of their 
Common traiisgre^6ii — ^^ 

^The; woman! talks like one who is beside heiselfi : 01 what 
Clime has she beoi S^^Jy ^^^ ^^^ as. those. tb.which our Aatura 
isliabler ... 

^ True, tm^^ said Abigail Pray, idth a halfstifled^ hyatenoal 
Uugh — ^'ds our guilty, guilty nature^ aayou say. But I grow 
nervous, I believe, as I grow old and fedi^e,! Madam Lechniere ; 
and I often forget iayaeUL . Ihe sight of th^ grave,ao verji: near, 
is apt to hring ihoughta of repentJEuiee to such, aa are more 
bvdened even than I.'! 

'^Foolish girl r said Mrs. Lechmere^ endeavoring to screen 
her pallid features, by drawing down hex calash^iriih a hand 
that trembled more with tastoe. than with age; t^ why should 
you speak thus freely of death,' who ace but a child (? . . 

Lionel heard the faltering, husky tones of his aunt, aa tjiey 
appeared to dieiu her throat, but nothing more, was distinctly 
audible, until, after a long paiise^ she raised her.&oe, and looked 
about her. again with her severe, unbending ^re, and con- 
tinued — 

''Enough of this My^ Abigail Pray-^ have oonie to learn 
more of your strange inmate-^^ 

^Ohl 'tis not enough, Madam Leehmere," intelmpted the 
conscience-stricken woman ;. ^ we have so little time left us for 
penitence and prayer, that there never can be enough, I fear, to 
anawer our mighty transgressions. Let us speak of the grave, 
Madam Leehmere, while we can yet do it on thia side of 
eternity." 

'^Ay I speak of the grave, while out of itd damp doistera; 
tia the home of the aged," said a third voice, whose hollow 
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.ones might well have SssuM from some tomb, ^ ami I «m here 
to joi& in the wholesome theme." 

•*Who— who— in the name of God, who art thoi*?'' ex- 
claimed Mrii. Ldchmete, fotg^dng her infirmities^ and her secret 
cx)mpunctions, in new emotions, and rising involuntarily ftx>m 
her s^t^ *^tell iBWf, I conjure thee^ who thou art I" 

^Oiie, agekl'likci thyself, Pridcilla Ledinieie, and standing 
on the threshold of that final hbme of which you wduld 
discourse. Speak on, then, ye widbwed wdnifeBt; for if ever 
ye have 4one aught that ^aH^ fbr' forgitene^,-'tffi in the grave 
ye ^t]l find the heavenly ^ of mercy oflfered' to yow ua- 
worthiness." 

"By 'changing the pbsJdon of htk body a little, Lioiiel was n(/w 
enabled to command a Viiew of the whole apartment In the 
ioor-way stood Ralph, immovable in his attitude, with one hand 
raised high towards heaven, and the other pointing impressively 
downward, as if 'about to' lay bare the secrets ofithat tomb, of 
Which his tvlisted limbs, and &ded fiiieaments; mailced him 
as a fit tenant, while his searching eyeballs glared about him, 
from the fece of one to the other,' with that look of quickness 
aftd peHeJtnition, that Abigail Prajy ha)d eJO' Well- described as 
•scorching.' Within a few feet of the old man, Mrs. Lechmere 
i^^nained standing, rigid and motionless as marble, hefr calash 
fallen back, and her death-like feature eitpdsed, with horror 
and astonishment rooted in every muscle, as, with opeti mouih, 
and eye^ riveted on the intruder, she gazed as steadily as li 
place<i in that posture by the chisel df the statuaiy. Abigail 
shaded her eyes with her hand, and buried her face in the folds 
of her garments, while strong convulsive shudderihgs ran 
through her frame, and betrayed the extent of the eniotions she 
ehd^avored to conceal. Amazed at what he had' witnes^d, and 
concerned for the apparent insensibility of his aunt, whose ^^t 
f^ rendered such scienes dangerous, Lionel was :about to rush 
bto the apartment, when Mrs. Lechmere so &r recovered hei^ 
GuSuHies as to speak, and the young man lost every considera- 
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tion in a burning curioeitj, which was powerfoUj justified by 
his flitoation. 

^ Who is it that calls me by th^ name of Priscillaf* said 
lln. Lechmere ; "^ none now live who can claim to be so fa- 
miliar." 

" Priscilla — ^PrisciUa^" repeated the old man, looking about 
him, as if he would require the presence of anoUier ; "' it is a 
soft and pleasant sound to my ears, and there is one that owns 
it besides thee, as thou knowest" 

^ She is dead ; years hare gone by sinoe I saw her in her 
coffin ; and I would forget her, and all like her, who have proved 
unworthy of my blood." 

^'She is not dead r' — shouted the old man, in a voice that 
rung through the naked rafters of the edifice like the unearthly 
tones of some spirit of the air ; '^she lives — she lives — ay I she 
yet lives T 

"lives P' repeated Mrs. Lechmere, reooiling a step before the 
fcM*ward movement of the other; "why am I so weak as to 
listen 1 'tis impossible." 

" lives r exclaimed Abigail Pray, dasping her hands with 
agony. " Oh 1 would to God she did live 1 but did I not see 
her a bloaited, disfigured corpse f did I not with these very hands 
place the grave-clothes about her once lovely frame ? Oh I no— 
she is dead — dead — and I am a — ^ 

" Tis some madman that asserts these idle tales," exclaimed 
Mrs. Ledmiere, with a quickness that interrupted the criminal 
epithet the other was about to apply to heiself. " The unfortu- 
nate girl is long since dead, as we know ; why should we reason 
with a maniac?" 

" Maniac I" repeated Ralph, with an expression of the most 
taunting inmy; "no — no--*-no-r-such an one there is, as you 
and I well know, but 'tis not I who am mad — ^thou art rather 
ocaaed thyself woman ; thou hast made one maniac akcady, 
wooldst thou make another )" 

^ I r said Mrs. Lechmere, without ouailing before the ardeui 
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look she «mcouDteTed : ^ that (rod who bestows reason, recalls 
his gift at will ; 'tis not I who exercise such power." 

''How sajest thou, Priscilla LechmereT' cried Ralph, step- 
[Miig with an inaudible tread so nigh as to grasp^ unperceived, 
her motionless arm with his own wasted fingers ; ^ yes — I will 
caU thee Priscilla, little as thou deservest such a holy name : 
dost thou deny the power to craze — where, then, is the head b 
thy boasted race ? the proud baronet of Devonshire, the wealthy, 
and respected, and once happy companion of princes — ^thy 
nephew, Lionel Lincoln ? Is he in the halls of his Others ? — 
leading the armies of his king f— ruling and protecting his 
household ?— or is he the tenant of a gloomy cell ? — ^thou know- 
est he is — thou knowest he i»-*-«nd, woman, thy vile machina- 
tions have placed bim there !" 

''Who is it that dare thus speak to me T demanded "Mrs. 
Lechmere, rallying her Acuities with a mighty effort, to look 
down this chak'ge — ^"if my unhappy nephew is indeed known 
to thee, thy own knowledge will' refute this base accusation — ^ 

" Known to me I I would ask what is hid from nief I have 
looked at thee, and observed thy oondoct, woman, f<Mr the life 
of man ; and nothing that thou hast done is hid from me. I 
tell thee, I know all. Of this sinful woman here, also, I know 
alL Have I not told thee, Abigail P^ay, of thy most secret 
transgressions f 

" Oh ! yes — yes ; he is indeed acquainted with what I had 
thought was now concealed from arery eye but that of God T 
cried Abigail, with superstitious terror. 

" Nor of thee am I ignorant, thou miserable widow of Johi 
Lechmere ; and of Priscilla, too, do I not know allf*- 

" All r agsun exclaimed Abigails 

" All I" repeated Mrs. Lechmere, in a voice barely audible ; 
when she sunk back in her chair, in a state of total insensi- 
bility. The breathless interest he felt in all that had passed, 
could detain Lionel no longer from rushing to the assistance of 
his Hunt Abigail Pray, who, it woukl seem, had been in some 
41 
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measure accustomed to fiQck scenes vrith ' her lodger, retaioe^l, 
however, sufficient selfKX>mmand to anticipate his n^otions; and, 
when he had gained the door, he fi>und her already supporting, 
and making the lusuai app&ations to Mrs. Xiechmere, It be- 
came, necessarj to divest the' sufferer of part of her' attire^ and 
Abigail, assuring Lion^ i^ her perfect competency ^ act by 
herself requested him.td ^withdraw, not only on that account, 
but because she felt, aalsured that nothing could ptsove m<a^ 
dangerous .to her nevivis^ patient,; than his: unexpected preseiiQe. 
Afiter lingering a momenty^ until/he witnessed the ngns /oi re- 
turning life, Lionel complied with :the earnest entreaties of the 
woman ; aW, leaving the ;ro<^,, he groped his way to the foot 
of theiladder, witib. a determinatioii ti>: ascend tbrthid apartment 
of Ralph, in order to demand at 6noe Atiexplanaticp of i what 
he had juat seen and- hoaxiL ;He.f<^imd. the <M mm selitedon 
his Httle tower, hi^ hand shading his^eyetfroinithel^le; fight 
of the tniserable candle, and his hoad drooping upobi his.boaom^ 
like one in pewve mann|g« ilion^apl^xoadtiiedrhiiii, Tfithout 
appearinjg. to atti^aot his ! attehtaotiyiaM was : compelled , to speak, 
in order to .announce }u0;pre0eii(^. i ^ ^ .-. . 

^ I have receiiM youf smsdnoaia' by Job,'' he said, ^a^id hav^ 
obeyed iU*' L .r:- : .• : r. ;•> ': 

«15s well,''>ttimed Ralph/ ; 

^Perhaps I should add, that I have been an astonished wit- 
ness of yotur interview>ith Mts, Lechmere, and have heard the 
bold and unaccountable iangui^ you have seen. proper to use 
to that lady.** 

The .old man now raised; hid: head, and ;l4onel saw the bdght 
rays from hi* eyes quicken, as h*e anawered'^^ 

*^You then heard the truth, aUd witnessed its effects on » 
f(uiUy conseiencfe.'' .,.- , , . ,- ! ^ 

"J aisO heard what you Qall the truth, in connection, as you 
lpK>w, wjtb the !l^ut)es:Ipo$t. dear to ine*^^ 
. ''Art ^^rlaiiK of it^ boy T returned Ralph, looking tho «ther 
steadily in the: fiice; ''has no other h^me dearer to yon, of 
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late, than the authdvs c^ yow l>eingl Speak^ and remembei 
that you answer one of no common knowledgis.^ 

'^ Wlutt mean yott, sir f is it in nature to love any as wo do 
aparentr « 

** Away with this childish simplicity,^ oontinuod the other, 
sternly; "the grandchild of that wretched woman below — do 
you not love her, and can 1 pnt t^*ci8t in theef 

" What trust is there incompa<ili^ with affection for a being 
so pure as Cecil pyiievorl''- 

^'Ay,'* murmm^ the old man' in an under-tone, "her mother 
wot pure, and why may not the child be' wotthy of its parentage ?" 
He paused, and a long, aiid, on the part of Lionel, a painful 
and embarrassing silence succeeded, which was at leugth broken 
by lUlph, who said, abruptly — ^ You were in ihe field to-day, 
tlajot Lincoln." 

*^ Of that you must be certain, as 1 owe my Hfe to your 
kiftd'interposition. But why have you braved the^ dagger of an 
arrest, by tnisfihg your person. in the jk>wer of the troops? 
Your presence and activity amoftg the Americans must be 
known to many in the army besides myseit^ 
• ^ And would they think of searching ^or th^ir enemies within 
the streets of Boston, when the hills without itte filling with 
armed men t lify residence in this btiilding is known only to 
the woman below, %ho dare n6t betray ihe, her worthy son, 
and to yott. My movements are secret alid sudden, wheh men 
least expect them. Danger cannot totich such as L^ 

" But^*^ sidd tioiiel; hesitatiiig "with embamissmeiit, " Ought 
I.to con<^ the presetidd of one whoin I know to be inimical 
tomy kingT 

" Lionel Lincoln, you overrate your courage,'^ interrupt^ 
Ralph, smiling ift scottt. ** You datiB not died the blood ot 
mm who has spared you:r own. But enough bf this : we un- 
derstand each other, and one old as I should be a stranger to 
fcteT- "•''-; .:• >■.•.•:.*: ^ 

5 **l!?0,tK),^'lfilid a few solemn voide,from a dark comer 61 
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tJlM apartment, where Job bad stolen unseen, and was noiv 
nestled in security : '^ you can^t frighten Ralph." 

^ The boy is a worthy boy, and he knows good fircmi evil ; 
what more is necessary to man in this wicked world 9" mu^ 
tered Ralph, in those quick and indistinct tones that character- 
ized his manner. 

^ Whence came you, fellow, and why did you abandon m 
so abruptly f " demanded lionel. 

^ Job has just been into the market, to see if he couldn't find 
something that might be good ix Nab," returned the lad« 

** Think not to impose on me with this nonsense ! Is food to 
be purchased at any hour of the night, though yon had the 
means f 

^Now that is convineing the king's officers don't know every 
thing," said the simpleton, laughing within himselfl *^ Here's 
as good a pound-bill, old tenor, as was ever granted by the Bay 
colony; and meat's no such rarity, that a man, who has a 
pound*bill, old tenor, in his pocket, can't go under old {Hinnel 
when he pleases, for all their acts <^ Parliament" 

^You have plundered the deadl" cried Lionel, observing 
that Job exhibited in his hand several pieces of silver, besides 
the note he had mentioned. 

" Don't call Job a thief!" said the lad, with a threatening 
air : ^ there's law in the Bay yet, though the people don't use 
it ; and right will be done to all, when the time comes. Job 
shot a granny, but he's no thieL" 

^ You were, then, paid for your secret errand, last night, fool* 
ish boy, and have been tempted to run into danger by money. 
Let it be the last time. In future, when you want, come to me 
for assistance." 

^ Job won't go of a'r'nds f(E»r the king, if he'd give him his 
golden crown, with all its di'monds and flauntiness, unless Job 
pleases, for there's no law for it" 

Lionel, with a view to appease the irritated lad, now made a 
few kind and conciliating remarks, but the changeling did not 
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deign to reply, &llmg back in his corner in a sullen manner, as 
ff he would repair the fatigue of the day by a few momentB of 
sleep. In the mean time, Ralph had sunk into a profound 
revery, when the young soldier rem^nbered that the hour was 
late, and he had 3^t obtained no emanation of the mysterious 
charges. He therefore alluded to the subject in a nuinner 
whfch he tiiought best adapted to obtain the desired intelli- 
gence. The instant Lionel mentioned the agit'ition of his aunt, 
his companion raised his head again, and a smile like that of 
fierce exultation lighted the wan face of the old man, who 
answered, pointing with an emphatic gesture to his own 
bosom — 

" Twas here, boy — ^'twas here. Nothing short of the power 
of consdenoe, and a knowledge like that of mine, could strike 
that woman speechless in the presence of any thing human.** 

"• But what is this extraordinary knowledge 9 I am in some 
degree the natural protector of Mis. Lechmere ; and, independ* 
ent of my individual interest in your se<»et, have a right, in her 
behalf to require an explanation of such serious all^ations.'* 

** In her behalf P repeated Ralph. ** Wait, impetuous young 
man, until she bids you push the inquiry : it shall then be an- 
swered, in a voice of thunder." 

** K not in justice to my aged aunt, at least remember your 
repeated promises to unfold that sad tale of my own domestic 
sorrows, of which you claim to be the master." 

^ Ay, of that, and much more, am I in possession," returned 
the old man, smiling, as if conscious of his knowledge and 
power. ^ K you doubt it, descend and ask the miserable ten- 
ant of this warehouse, or the guilty widow of John Lech- 
mere." 

^ Nay, I doubt nothing but my own patience ; the moments 
4y swiftly, and I have yet to learn all I wish to know." 

^This is neither the time, nor is it the place, where you are 
to hear the tale," returned Ralph. ^ I have abeady said thai 
we shall meet beyond the colleges for that purpose." 
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^ But alter tlie evsents of tliia day, who can tell when it will 
be in the power of an offieer of the crown to visit the colleges 
in safety:!"! 

^ What rV cried the- <^ ^man, laughing^' aioud, m ibe. bitter' 
oees of^his soorn^ >^ has die boy &Ihm1 th^etrength! aad'tlie will 
of the despised colonists so soon ! Eat I pledge to theei mjr 
word, that thou shait yet s^ithe platie, and in fitfetjf. i Yes^ 
yes, Priscilla LeehmerB)' thy hdnr is at: hand, and: tlxy doom is 
sealed foveyer !" :. . i ■ 

Lionel again mentioned his aimt, and ailtided:to the: necessity 
of his soon rejoining her,, as he aiready heard footsteps bdow^ 
which indicated that preparations were making for h^^epartt 
ore; But his petitions and^renaonstninces were now: totally nn- 
heeded : his aged companbh:was pacing BwSfbfy up andidown 
his small apartment, muttering incoherent sentences, in whidi 
the name of Prisdlla was alone andibk, rand his odmitenaiice 
betrayihg the inward iforkingft'iof ahaorhing alidi Jlei!ce |)a08ionii. 
In a. few imoments ioiiore, theshriH.iFoioe of Afasgailiwaa heard 
callii^ tipon her son, in a manner .whieh pkinly denoted her 
knowle<^ that the changeling was eoneeaie3 sbniewh^ about 
the building. Job heard her calls repeated^ ufatil the tones of 
her voice became angry and threatetiing, when he stole Islowly 
5rom his comer,: and moved towards tibeladder^'w^arsohken 
brow and lingering steps. LionieL n6wknew not ho#to act 
His aunt was still ignorant of his piiei^nsse^ aM he thought if 
Abigail Ptay had wished him to appear, he wottld in sbhie 
manner he socjin included in the summons. ; Hethad also his 
own secret reasons for .wishing his visits t6 Bidpjji imbM>wn. 
Accordingly, he defteimined to watdi the movements below, 
under the favor of the darkness, and to be governed entirely by 
circumstances.. He took no leave c^ his ioompanion ion d^art- 
ing, for long i»e had so fax accustomed imn to the Eccentric 
manner of the old man, that he well knew iny attonpt to divert 
his attention fifom hii^ burning thou^ts would beftttile at a 
moment of Muoh intense exdtemeni . 
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-; Froin iha iieadftf the ladder, "vtHbera Liooiel took liia stand,- h« 
law. Mrik Leehmei*e, [preceded by Job with a lantern, waUsiugY 
with a firmer step than he could have hoped for, towards the 
door, and he orerheiod Abigail eattti<>^u!ig '^^ wilful son to 
light her Tisitor to a neighboring comer, where it. appeared a 
conveyance was in waiting. On the threshold, his aunt turned, 
sad, the light from the candle of Abigail falling on her fea- 
tnrea,:Lioitel caught a iuU. yiew of her eoldi hard eye^ which had 
r^;amed all'ita wotldly e^^ression, though softened a litUe by 
a deeper shade of thought than usual 
. ** Let tbe soefne of to-rn^t. be forgotten^ my good Abigail," 
ehe^d^ *^ Youf lo^er is ^ nameleas being, who has gleaned 
some idle tale^ and wishes to. pr^e&e cm pur ereduliiljy to enrich 
faimael£ I will cbnsidei^ jBoore of it ;: ibut oil np |uxH>U|it do. you 
hold Amy furtheB coQUbunibn with him. I.must rempre you, 
my trusty woinavk-; thi$ habitatioui is unw<N*tliiy of ypu^ and of 
your dutiful son, too»- I nn^st dee yo!U better lotiged^ my good 
Abigait-f-indeedlmust^ • • 

lionel could distiogtlish the sUghf shudder .that passed 
throli^ the: frame of her cPmpii^ion, as she alluded, to th^ 
doubtful' chamciter of Ealph; but, witbpi^i ^nsw^ring, Abigail 
held the door lopen for the depairtureof her guest. The instant 
Mr^ liechmero disappeared, Lionel glided down the' laddeir, and 
stood before the aeltonibbed woman. 

" When I tel^you I. have heard all that passed to^night^" he 
abnip^y isai; - * JroU will see the . felly df any further attempt 
at concealmenl I mjiir demand :so tnuch oi ypiir secret a? 
affects the happiness of me or mine." 

" No — ^no — not of me, Major Lincoln," said the terrified fe- 
male ; " not of me, for the love of God, not of me : I have 
sworn to keep it, and one oath — ^" Her emotions choked her, 
and her voice became indistinct 

Lionel regretted his vehemence, and, ashamed to extort a 
confession from a woman, he attempted to pacify her feelings, 
promising to require no further communication at that time. 
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" Go — ^go," she said, motdoning him to depart, ^ and I shall 
be well again. Leave me, and then I shall be alone with diat 
terrible old man, and my God P' 

Perceiving her earnestness, he reluctantly compHed, and, 
meeting Job on the threshold, he ceased to feel any further un- 
easiness for her safety. 

During his rapid walk to Tremontnstreet, Major linoohi 
thought intently on all he had heard and witnessed. He re* 
membered the communications by which Ralph had attained 
such a powerful interest in his feelings, and he fanded he could 
discover a pledge of the truth of the old man's knowledge in 
the guilt betrayed by the manner of his aunt From Mrs. 
Lechmere his thoughts tecnired to her lovely grandcMld, and 
for a moment he was perplexed, by endeavoring to* explain her 
contradictory deportment towards himself: at one time she was 
warm, frank, and even affectionate ; and at another, as in the 
short and private interview of that very evening, cold, con- 
strained, and repulsive. Then, again, he recollected the object 
which had chiefly induced him to follow his regiment to his 
native country ; and the recollection was attended by that shade 
of dejection which such reflecdoniB never failed to cast across 
his intelligent features. On reaching the house, he ascertained 
the safe return of Mrs. Lechmere, who had already retired to 
her room, attended by her lovely relatives. Lionel immediately 
followed their example ; and as the excitement of that memo- 
rable and busy day subsided, it was succeeded by a deep sleeps 
fiiat fell on his senses like the fcngetfuhness of the dead. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

»N«w tetit w<Rlt: ]llBeh!«i; tbom artalbot: 
T«ke thou what ooune thou wilt P 

8lIAKflPKAX& 

Tub alann of the inroad passed swiftly by the low shores of 
the Atlantic, and was heard echoing among the rugged moun- 
tains west of the rivers, as if borne along on a whirlwind. The 
male population, between the rolling waters of Massachusetts 
Bay and the limpid stream of the Connecticut, rose as one man ; 
and as the cry of blood was sounded &r inland, the hills and 
▼aUeys, the highways and footpaths, were seen covered with 
bands of armed husbandmen, pressing eagerly towards the scene 
of the war. Within eight-and-forty hours after the fiital meet- 
ing at Lexington, it was calculated that more than a hundred 
thousand men were in arms ; and near one fourth of that num- 
ber was gathered before the peninsulas of Boston and Charles- 
town. They who were precluded by distance and a want of 
miUtary provisions, to support such a concourse, from partid- 
pating in the more immediate contest, lay by in expectation 
of the arrival of that moment when their zeal might also be 
put to severer trials. In short, the sullen quietude in which the 
colonies had been slumbering for a year, was suddenly and 
rudely broken by the events of that day; and the patriotic 
among the people rose with such a cry of indignation on their 
lips, that the disaffected, who were no insignificant class in the 
more southern provinces, were compelled to silence, until the 
first burst of revoluti<mary excitement had an opportunity to 
subside, undei' the never-fiuhng influence of time and suffering* 
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Gage, secure in his positioDs, and supported bj a constantlj' 
.ncreasing power, as well as the presence of a formidable fleet, 
looked on the gathering storm with a steady eye, and with that 
calmness which distinguished the mild benevolence of his private 
character. Though the attitude and the intentions of the Ameri- 
cans could no longer be mistaken, he listened with reluctant 
ears to the revengeful advice of his counaeUors, and rather strove 
to appease the tumult than to attempt crushing it by a force 
which, though a month before it had been thot^ht equal to the 
united power of the peaceful colonists, he now prudently deemed 
Lo more than competent to protect itself within its watery 
boundaries. Proclamations woe, however, fulminated against 
the rebels ; and such other measures as were thought indispen- 
sable ta!ass^ the dignity and: authority, of the crown, were 
promptly adopted. Oi ooiiise, these harmless deniUMfiationB 
were disregarded, and all hiaexhortatioDs toretorh to tOi allegi- 
ance, which the people still d^ed had ever been impaired, 
were lost amid the din of arms, aiid the popnilar ciiiBs of the 
time. These appeals of the British. general, as well as sundry 
others m^e by the royal governors, who yet held their rule 
throughout all the* provinces, except the pne in which the sciBoe 
of our tale is laid, were answered :by the people in bundle but 
manly petitions to the throne forjustioe ; and in Idud r^onstxances 
to the Parliament, requiring td be restcwedto the possession ci 
those rights and inmranities wMch should be secured: to all who 
enjoyed the proteictioh of their common constitutioh. Still the 
power and prerogatives of the prince- were deeply respebted, 
and were alluded to in all pubHe documents, with the veneratioii 
which was thought due ; ta the. sacredness ef his ' charaotor and 
station. But (hat biting, though 'grave sarcasm, which' the 6ol<- 
onists knew so well how to use, was freely expended on his 
imnisteiB, who were accused of devising the measures so idestni6- 
ttve to. the peace of the'epapise. la Ais inanner' passed some 
weeks alfaer;tiie aeri^ df dkinnishes^whkhwererealled the battle 
of Leurgton,. fi!am :the^ cireumstahoft of commencing, iX the 
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hamlet of that name, both parties oontinuiDg to prepare for a 
mightier exhibition of their pow«ar and daring. 

Lionel had by no means been ain unconcerned spectator of 
these preparations. The morning after; the return of the dettfch* 
ment, he sf^ed for a command, equal to Iris just expectations. 
But while he was complimented on the spirit and loyalty he 
had manifested on the late occasion, it was intimaited to the 
young man that he might be of more service to the cause of 
his prince, by deroting his time to ihe.cidtivation of his interest 
among those powerfiil colonists wilh whom his family was aDied 
by blood, OT connected' by loftg and close intimacies. It ^as 
even submitted to his owii judgnkent whether it would not be 
w^ at some auspidous moment, to trust his penkm without 
the deuces of the andy, in the prosecution of this commend- 
able design. There was so much ^at was flattering to the self- 
love, and soothing to the pride of. the young soldier, artfully 
mingled with these ambiguous preposiali^ that he became con- 
tent to await the couree of events, having, however, secured a 
pronuse of obtahiing a suitat^c military command in the case 
of further hoeftilities. Thai such an event was at lumd, cotdd 
not well b^ concealed from one much leas observing than Major 
Lincohi. 

Gage had^ already -abandoned his temporary |)06ition in 
Ohaiiestown, for the sake' of prbeuring additional security by 
concentrating hid. force. From the hills of the peninsula of 
Boston, itwasajpparent that the cioknists i#ere ;fkst assuming 
the timi of ntieti who were resdved to beleng^^r the army of 
the king. Mady ^ the oppo^ beightii were ^ready crowned 
with hasty^formed works 'of earth, and ai formidable body of 
these tmpi^ictised w^orshad set thediiSdlves boMly down be^ 
fore the' eutra^nee to th^ istfaimus^ cutting' off all tiomniuBieation 
mik the lUijacent country, <an<l occupying l^e little tillage of 
Roxboryj directly before the muzeles c^ the British guiks, with 
a hardiness that would not have disgraced men mudi longei 
tried in the fi^, and- more iiiured to its dangers. 
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The Burprise created in the anny by these appear&aces of skill 
• and spirit among the hitherto despised Americans, in some meas- 
ure ceased when tlie rumor spread itself in their camp^ that 
many gentlemen of the provinces, who had servied _with <)redit 
in the forces of the crown, at former periods, were mingled with 
the people in stations of responsibility and command. Among 
others Lionel heard the names^ of Ward and Thomas ; men of 
liberal attainments, and of some experiencie in arms^ Both were 
regularly commissioned by the congress of the colony as leaders 
of their forces ; and under their orders were numerous regi- 
ments duly organized, possessing all the necessary qualificar 
tions of soldiers, excepting the two indisp^sable requisites of disci- 
pline and aims. Lionel heard the name of Warren mentioned 
ofitener than any other in the circles of Province House, and 
with that sort of bitterness, which, even while it bespoke their 
animosity, betrayed the respect of his enemies^ This gentle- 
man, who until the last moment had braved the presence <^ the 
royal troops, and fearlessly s^ivocated his principles, while en- 
circled with their bayonets, was now known to have suddenly 
disa{^>eared from among th^n, abandoning borne, property, and 
a lucrative profession; and by sharing in the closing scenes of 
the day of Leidngton, to have fairly cast his fortunes on the 
struggle. But the name which in secret possessed the greatest 
charm for the ear of the young British sddier, was that of 
Putnam, a yeoman of the neighboring, colony of Connecticut, 
who, as the uproar of the alarm whirled by him, literally de- 
serted his plough, and mounting a beastfrom its team, made an 
early halt, after a forced march of a hundred miles^ in the fore- 
most ranks of his countrymen. While the name of this sturdy 
American was passing in whispers among the veterans who 
crowded tbe levees of Gage, a flood of melancholy and tender 
recollecti<Hi8 flashed through the brain of the young man. He 
rem^nbered the frequent imd initeresting conDanunication& which, 
in his boyhood, he had held with his own fEithctr, before the 
dark shade had passed across the reason of Sir Lionel, and| in 
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eyery tale <^ murderoua oombats with the sarage tenants of the 
wildfl, in each scene of danger and of daring that had distin- 
guished the romantic warfiiro of the wilderness, and even in 
strange and fearful enoountets with the beasts of the forest, the 
name of this man was blended with a t^cies of chivakous 
fame that is seldom obtained in an enlightened age, and never 
undeservecSy. The great wealth of the fiamily of Lincoln, and 
the high expectations of its heir, had obtained for the latter a 
military rank which at that period was rarely enjoyed by any 
but such as had bought the distinction by long and arduous 
services. Consequently, many of his equals had shared in those 
tjials of his father, in which the 'lion heart' of America had 
been so conspicuous for his deeds. By these grave veterans, 
who should know him best, the name (^.Putnam was always 
mentioned with strong and romantic affection ; and when the 
notable scheme of detaching him, by the promise of ofSce 
and wealth, from the cause of the colonists was pr(^>08ed by the 
cnngmg counsellors who surrounded the commander-in-chie^ it 
was listened to with a contemptuous incredulity by the former 
associates <^ the old partisan, that the result of the plan fully 
justified. Similar inducements were c^ered to others am<»ig 
the Americans, whose talents were thought worthy of purchase ; 
but so deep root had the principles of the day taken, that not a 
man of any note was found to listen to the proposition. 

While these subtle e]|)eriments were adopted in the room of 
more energetic measures, troops continued to aSrive from Eng- 
land, and, before the end of May, many leaders of renown ap- 
peared in the councils of Gage, who now possessed a di^>osable 
force of not less than eight thousand bayonets. With the ap- 
pearance of these reinforcements, the fallen pride of the army 
oegm to revive; and the spirits of the haughty young men, 
who had so recently left the gay parades of their boasted island, 
were chafed by the reflection that such ah army should be 
cooped within the narrow limita of the peninsula by a band of 
ha¥-armed husbandmen, destitute alike of the knowledge of 
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war, and of most of its munitionfti Hiis feeling was mcreased 
by tfaie ^aunte of the Americans themselves, Who now turned 
the tables mi th<ar adrersaries, applying^ among other sneers, 
the t«nn of "^Ibow-tooHa" freely to Burgoync, obe of those '0hki^ 
tains of theroyal army, who had boasted unwittingly of the in* 
tention of himself and his oom^rs to wid^n the limits of the 
army inmiediately on their aniVal at th^ scene of the contest 
The aqpeoi of things witlnn the British eamp began to indicitte, 
faoweTer,>that thieir leadens were serious in th^ ibteiiti6n to ex- 
tend their possessions, and all eyes were ^igidn tuilied to the 
heights of Charlestdwn, the spot most likely to' be first oocujned. 

Ko military positions <^ould be more happily situated, as re* 
spects locality, to support ea<k other, and to extend and Wfealken 
the lines of their enemies, thati the two opposite petiinsulas so 
often mentioned; The distance between them was but six hun* 
dred yards^ and the deep land navigable waters, by which they 
were nearly surrounded, rendered it esisy for the royal gefkeral 
to command, atany time, the assistance of the heaviest vessels 
of th^:fleet) in defending either pisioei ' With these ttdvaiitages 
bel&sre them, the army gladly heard those orders issu^ which, 
i^ was well understood^ indicated an > aipproadhitig movement to 
the oppoMte shores^ 

It wliB now eight weeks a^aed the contmenoement ' pf lioetiti- 
ties, and the war had be^n confined to (he preparatk>ns detail^, 
with the exception of one or two sharp ^drmishes on the islands 
of the harbor, between tho forftgers of *the Attny iKhd^ sttiall 
parties of the Ameiickmi; ib' which '^^ktter well' ihakfliti^ed 
their nerwly adquired iteputiltion for spirit 

With the Arrival Jof the i^giments fi^OJb Bnglatod, gayety had 
once more Visited tjio town, though such of the mhAbitaiitd lis 
were compelled to remain agsonst Iheir indiniitions, continued 
to maintain that cold reserve, in their deportment, whioh effeo* 
tually repell^ ftll tiie -eflbrts of the oftcdrs to ittolude t&em in 
the wanton l^tlvities of the time. There were a ibw, however, 
amoo^ the colonists, who had beeti bribed, by oftcefs and 
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emuLumeiits, to desert the good cause of the laod ; and as aome 
of these had aheady.heen iBwaJrded by: offices whioh gUTB them 
aeoess'tD the isar of iherojral gOTemor^ he was thougiit tobe 
unduljr and iinhappily wfluenbed by. the. pernicibiis.oottiisels 
with irhich they poisoned, his mindy and pr^NUsed him'ibr acts 
of injustice and harshness, that both Ibs unbiased ieeling;» and 
onduiaiy opinions would hare: condsnmed. -A km^ days 'suc> 
ciaedin^ the affiur of Lexington^ a meeting.. o£. the inhabitants 
hadj[>een convehed, aiid!a;sdemii>com(Miot was made between 
t|iem asd ihe governor, that auch as choee to deliver np their 
ani» might ileavie the place, while the Demainder.were promised 
a suitable ^podtectien in their: oi^n ' dwellings. The arms wei^ 
deyrisred, but that paii of the.i^nditions which ralated to the 
removal <3i ike. inhabitants was violated under sl^ht and insuf- 
ficient pretexts. This, and various other causes ineidental to 
mititiMry rule, embitteried the &el>nga of the people,' and Ainiished 
neW'^^auses (tf complaint; wMle^ on- ike other hand, hatred was 
rapidly usurping the place of contempt, in the bi^asts of those 
who had ^>een compelleil to change their seaHaments With re- 
spect to a people that they oonld liever love. £n this manner, 
resentment and distrust existed, with all the violence of person- 
iility, witiiin the place itself affording an additional reason to 
the taroops for wishing to extend theur limits. Notwithstanding 
these- inauspieioas omens of the character of the contest, the 
native kindness of Gage, and peihaps a* deffli« to rescue a few of 
his oWn men from the hands of the colonists, iliduced him to 
consent to ail exchange of the prisoners made in the inroad ; 
thus eistablishing, in the outset, a preciadent to distinguish the 
controversy fr<Hn an ordinaiyrebellito i^;ainst the loyal authority 
of the sovereign. A meeting was held, fen* this purpose, in the 
village of Oharlestown, at that time unoccupied by either aimy. 
At the head of the American deputation appeared Warren, and 
the old partisan of the wilderness already mentioned, who, by a 
happy, though not uncommon constitution of temperament, was 
as forward in deeds of charity as in those of daring. At this 
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interview, seyeral oi the veterans of the royal army were preaeut, 
having passed the strait to hdld a last, Mendly converse wiUi 
their andent oomrade, who received them with the firankness of 
% soldier, while he rejected their subtle endeavors to entice him 
jfrom the banners under which he had enlisted, with a sturdi- 
aess as unpretending as it was inflexible. 

While these events were occurring at the great scene of the 
contest, the hum of preparation was to be beard throughout the 
whole of Hie wide extent <^ the col<»ies. In various places 
slight acts of hostility were committed, the Americans no longer 
waiting for the British to be the aggressors, and everywhere 
audi military stores as could be reached, were seized, peaceably 
or by violence, as the case required. The concentration of most 
of the troops in Bost<m had, however, left the other col<»iies 
comparatively but little to achieve, though, while they still 
rested, nominally, under the dominion of the oown, they neg- 
lected no means within their power to assert their rights in the 
last extr^nity. 

At Philaddi^bda, ^ the Congress of the Delegate^ from the 
United Colonies,'' the body that controlled the great move- 
ments of a people who now first began to act as a distinct na- 
tion, issued their manifestoes, supporting, in a masterly manner, 
their principles, and proceeded to orgamze an army that should 
be as competent to maintain them as circumstances would al- 
low. Gentlemen who had been trained to arms in the service 
of the king, were invited to resort to their banners, and Uie re- 
mainder of the vacancies were filled by the names of the youthr 
fill, the bold, and adventurous, who were willing to risk their 
lives in a cause where even success promised so little personal 
advantage. At the bead of tlus list of untrained warriors, the 
congress placed one of their own body, a man abeady distin- 
guished for his services in the field, and who bas since be 
queathed to .his country the glory of an untarnished name 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

** Thoa sbflt meet me at PhilippL" 

JtrLRTS Cjkai. 

OcBiNO this period of feverish excitement^ while the appear^ 
anoe and priradoiis of war existed with so little of its dai^r or 
its actioD, Ldonel had not altogether forgotten his personai feel- 
ings, in the powerful interest created by the state of public 
affiiirs. Early on the morning succeeding the night of the 
scene between Mrs. Lechmere and the inmates of the warer* 
housCy he had repaired again to the spot, to relieve the intense 
anxiety.of his mind, by seeking a complete explaaation of aU 
those mysteries which had been the principal ligament that 
bound him to a nian, little known, except for his singulari- 
ties. 

The effects of the preceding day's battle were already visible 
in the market-place, where, as Lionel passed, he saw Haw or 
none of the countrjrmen who usually crowded the square at 
that hour. In &ct, the windows of the shops were opened 
urith caution, and men looked out upon the &ce of -the sun as 
if doubting of its appearance and warmth, as in seasons of ordi- 
nary quiet ; jealousy and distrust having completely usurped 
the place of security within the streets of the town* Not- 
withstanding the hour, few were in their beds, and those who 
appeared betrayed by their looks that they had passed ^e 
n%ht in watchfulness. Among this number was Abigail Pray, 
who received her guest in her little tower, surrounded by every 
thing as he had seen it on the past evening, nothing altered, 
except her own dark eye, which at times looked like a gem of 
price set in her squalid features, but which now appeared ha^- 
42 
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gard and sunken, participating, more markedly than common, 
in the general air of misery that pervaded the woman. 

"I have intruded at a somewhat unusual hour, Mrs. Pray," 
said Lionel, as he entered ; " but business of the last moment 
requires that I should see your lodger. I suppose he is above : 
it will be well to announce my\visit'* 

Abigail shook her head with an air of solemn meaning, as 
she an9w;e]:9d, in a subdued voice, '^ He is gone !*' 

" Gone I" exclaimed lionel. " Whither, and when ?" 
^ < ^ The pec^pld seem visited by the wrath of God, sir,** retiihied 
Ihe jiroman« ^'^Old and young, the sick and well, are caay 
about the 8hed£ng of blood ; and it^« beyond the might of man 
to say where the torrent will be stayedi*' r 

''But what has this to do with Ralph r Where is he? W^ 
man, you are ndt:piji^ngnie false f" 

^11 .Heaven, forbid that I should evidvbej&lse again I and 
io you least of. all God's creatures I JN^q, no, Major Lincoln :; 
the wondei:fial man, who seems to .have lived so long that he 
can even read our secret thonghts, as I bad supposed man oould 
never read them, has left me, and I know not whether he will 
everretunuV '/ 

. '^ £(rer I Yo\i have not driven . him by violence fbom under 
your m^Besable^i»)of?^' . • . » 

: f' My jroof is like that of the fowls e£ th^ aar-rr^'tis the roof of 
any who are so unfoitunate as to neediitb.) These is no spot on 
earth, Maj<a; Lincoln, that I can call mine ^. but one day therc^ 
will be oner-ryes, yes, there will be & narrow, house provided 
for us aH ; and God grant thai mine may be as .quiet as the 
eoffin is said to be I . I lie not. Major Xtincolh — no, this time 1 
am innocent of deceit-^Balph and Job have- gone together, but 
whither I kiiow not^ nnkas it be to join the people without the 
towsL They left me as the moon nose, and he gave me a part> 
ihg and a warning voice, that will ring in my ears until they 
are deafened by the damps of the grave !** 

" G»>ne to join the Americans, and with Job !" returned Lio» 
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uel, mufiing, and without atteading to the dosing words of AM* 
gail. ^ Your hoy will purcha^ peril with this madness, Mra. 
Brfliy,:and should be looked to«^ I 

^ Job is not one of God*s accoui^tables; nor is he to be treated 
like other children," returned the woman. "Ah! Major- lin^^ 
cdln, a healthier, and a stouter, and. a finer boy wasT not to be 
Been in the Bay province, till the obild had reached his Mh 
year ; then, then it was ' that ihe judgment of. Hearen fell on 
itK^er- and sbnr-^ekness inade' him what yon see,, a being 
with the form, but without the reison of man, and I have 
grown 'die wreteh T am. But it has^ aH been fpretold, and 
wandhgs enough have I had of it ail; 'for is it not said, that 
Be ^ will visk the sins of the £ltthen upon the children until 
the third and foinrih genelration V Thank Odd, niy sorrows 
and sinswiU endldth Job, for th^ never ^can be ^a third to 
snierr' ■"';•!:. 

' ^ I^^ said Idonel, ''there be any ^n whidi lies heavy aii your 
hearty e^ery dodsid^atidn, whether of jusfioe or fep^tanc^ 
should induce you to confess y«i|r errors toUiose whose happi^ 
oess may be affected by th^ knowle%ej if any such there be." 

The amdotts ey^ cfl the woman rased itself to meet the look 
of the yOung man; buty quaiHng before the piercing, gaze it 
encountered, she quickly turned' it upon the litter xod confusion 
ei her disoidered apartment. lionel waited s(»ne time for a 
reply; but finding that she remained obstinately «ilent^ he eon- 
tinned-^ . 

<«¥Vom what has already p^ussedy you must be conscious that 
I have good reason 1;o believe that my feelings are deeply con- 
cerned in your secret ; make, theil, your confession of the guilt 
which seems to bear you down so*^ heavily; and' in return for tlie 
eonfidetiee, I promise you my foi^veness and protection." 

As Lionel pressed thus dh:ectly the pdi&t so near his heart, 
the woman shrunk away from h^r situation near hiih, and her 
dountenance lost, its he proceeded, its remarkable expression of 
compunction, in a forced look of deep surprise, that showed she 
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was no novice in dissimulation, whatever might he the ocoa 
nonal warnings- of her eonscience. 

" Guilt r' she repeated, in a slow and tremulous voice : **ir« 
are all guilty, and would he lost creatures, hut for the hkxki Oi 
the Mediator." 

^ Most true. But you have spoken of crimes that infringe 
the l^ws of man, as well as those of God.'' 

" 1 1 Major Lincoln — ^I a disorderly law'^reaker i" exclaimed 
Ahigail, affecting to husy herself in arranging her apartment 
^ It is not such as I that have leisure or courage to hreak Uu 
hiws ! Major Lincoln is trying a poor lone woman, to make 
his jokes with the gentlemen of his mess this evening : 'tis c«r» 
tain we all of ua have our burdens of guilt to answer for% 
Surely Major Lincoln couldnt have heard Minister Hunt preach 
his sermon, the last Sabbath, on the ^ins of the town P 

Lionel colored highly at the artful imputation of ihe Woman^ 
that he was practising on her sex and unprotected situation ; 
and, greatly provoked, in secret, at her duphcity, he became 
more guarded in his language, endeavoring to lead her on, by 
kindness and soothing, to the desbed communications. But all 
His ingenuity was met by more than equal abilities on the part 
of Abigail, from whom he only obtained expressions of surprise, 
that he could have mistaken her language for more tham the 
usual acknowledgment of errors, that are admitted to be conl- 
mon to our lost nature. In this particular, the woman was in 
no respect singular ; the greater number of those who are 
loudest in their c<Mi&ssions and dennnciataons on tiie aban- 
doned nature of our hearts, commonly resenting, in the deepest 
manner, the imputation <^ individual ofifenoes. Hie more eam- 
3st and pressing his inquiries became, the more waiy she grem 
until, disgusted with her pertinadty, and secretly suspecting her 
of foul play with her lodger, he left the house in anger, deter 
mining to keep a close eye on her movements, and, at a suitable 
moment, to strike such a blow as should bring her not only to 
eonfession, but to shame. 
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. Under the influence of tliis momentary resentment, and un< 
able to avoid harboring the most unpleasant suspicions of his 
aunt, the joung man determined, that very mcMning, to with- 
draw himself entirely, as a gnest^ from her dwelling. Mrs. 
Le<$hmere, who, if she knew at all that Lionel had been a wit* 
ness of her intercourse with Ralph, must have received the in- 
telligence from Abigail, received him, at break£sist, with a manner 
&at betrayed no such consciousness^ She listened to his ex* 
coses for removing with evident concern ; and more than once^ 
as Lionel spoke of the probable nature of his future life, now 
ths^ hostilities had <x»nmenced — ^the additional trouble his pres- 
ence would occasion to one of her habits and years — of his 
great concern in her behalf— and, in short, oi aQ that he could 
devise in the way of apology for the st^, he saw her eyes 
turned anxiously on Cecil with an expression which, at another 
timcj might have led him to distrust the motives of her hospi* 
tality. The young lady herself however, evidently heard the 
proposal wiih great satisfaction^ and, when her grandmother 
appealed to her opinion, whether he had urged a single good 
t^ason for the measure, she answered, with a vivacity that had 
been a stranger to her manner of kte — « 

*^ Certainly, my dear grandmamma — the best of all reasons : 
his inclinations. Major Lincoln tires of us, and of our hum- 
drum habits, and — ^and in my eyes, true politeness requires that 
we should suffer him to leave us for his barracks, without a word 
oi retnonstrance.** 

" My motive must be greatly mistaken, if a desire to leave 
ton — ^ 

" Oh, sir, the explanation is not required. You have urged 
BO many reasons, cousin Lionel, that tiie true and moving mo- 
tive is yet kept behind the curtain. It must and can be no other 
than ennuu^ 

^ Then I will remain," said Lionel ; ^ for any thing is better 
than to be suspected of insensibility." 

Cecil looked both gratified and disappointed ; she played with 
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her spoon a moment in embarrassment, bit her beautiful lip 
willi vexation, and tben said, in a m^re friendly toner- r ^ 

.^.I must then exonerate jou from the imputation. Goto 
70m* own quarters, if it he a^eeable,;and we will; beliete your 
incomprehensible reasons for the change ; besides, as a Idnsman, 
we shall see you every day, you know.-' 
] Lionel had now no longer any excuse for not abiding by; ius 
avowed determination; and, notwithat^iding Mrs^ Lechmero 
parted from her interesting nephew with an exhibition c^ reluo* 
tanee tihat was in singular contract with; her usually cold. and 
formal manner, the desired removal was madeln the coui^ of 
that very mormng. , . [ ,/ . 

- '.iV^en this dhahge was accomplished, w^ejc aftec week^slipped 
by in the manner related in the preceding ehapter,< during whioh 
the leinfbrc^entscdntinned to amve, and genetal after genaral 
appeared in the place to aupport ihe un^tjsrprising Gag&jn the 
eo:ciduGt of the war. The iiniid Junongst the colonists Were ap** 
palled as they heard the long U«t.o£ projud and bo^isted names 
recounted. There wais Howe, ajnain sprung from a noble, race, 
long known for their deeds in arms, and whose chief had already 
shed his blood on the sml (^ America; Clinton, another cadet 
of anillustrious house, better known for his p^'sonal intrepidity 
ai«i domestic kindness, than for the rough qualities of the war- 
rior; and the elegant and accomplished Burgoyne,. who had 
aheady purchased a name in the fields of PiHtugal ^nd Ger- 
many, which he was destined soon to lose in the wilds (4 Amer- 
ica. In addition to these might be mentioned Pigot, Grant, 
Robertson, and the heir of Northumberland, each of whom led 
a brigade in the cause of his prince ; besides a host of men of 
lesser note, who had passed their youth in arms, and were now 
about to bring their experience to the field, in opposition to th^ 
untrained husbandmen of the plains of New England* As if 
this list were not sufficient to overwhelm their inexperienced 
adversaries, the pride of arqas had gathered many of the young 
among the noble and chivalric in the British empire, to the 
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{KHiit on which all eyes were turned ; amongst whom^ the on^ 
who afterwards :a<lded the fairest wreath to the laurtsls of his 
ancestors, was the jcnnt heir of Hastings and Moira, the gallant, 
but, as yet, untried boy of Rawdon, Amongst such eompan- 
ions, many of whom had been his associates in England, the 
hours of Lionel passed swiftly by, leaving him but little leisure 
to meditate on th<»e causes which had brought him ako to the 
scene of: GOfitentioiu • 

One wann evening, towards the middle of June, lionel be- 
came &. witness of the following scene, through the open doors 
which communicated between his private apattment and the 
room which Polwaith had dedidated to what he called *^the 
knowing mess.*^ M^Fuse was seated at a table, with a ludicrous 
six of maffwteriai authority, while Polwarth held a station at 
hi&:aide^ which appeared to partake of the double duties of a 
ludge and a scribe. Before this formidable tribunal iSeth Sage 
Was airaigned, as it.woidd seem, to answer for certain offences 
alleged to .have been committed in the field of battle. %Borant 
that hk landlord had not rec<$ived th<Q benefit of . the late ex^ 
change, and curious to know what all the suppressed roguery 
he could detect in the demure countenances of his iHendii might 
signify, Lionel dropped his pen, and listened to the 'succeeding 
dialogue.: 

. 'VNow answer to your ofiences, thou silly felbw, with a wise 
name,'' M^Fuse copimenoed, in a voice that ^d not fail, byits 
harsh cadences, io create some of {hat awe which, by the ex- 
ptession of the speaker^s eye, it wouM seem h^ labored to pro^ 
ddee; "speak oiit with the freedom of a man, and )he compuno^ 
tions of a: ChrislaaQ, if you have them. Why should I not send 
you at once to Ireland, thait ye knay get your deserts on three 
pieces of timber, the one being had* crosswise for the sake of 
convenience ? K you have a contrary reason, bestow it without 
di>lay, for the love you bear yoiir own angular deformities.'* 

The wags did not altogether feil in their object, Seth betf^* 
ing a good deal more uneasiness than it was usual for l^e matf 
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to exhibit even in situations of uncommon peril. After clearing 
his throat, and looking about him, to gather from the eyes of 
the spectators which way their sympathies inclined, he answered 
with a very commendable fortitude — 

^ Because it's ag'in all law." 

^ Have done with your interminable perplexities of the law," 
cried MTuse, ^ and do not bother honest gentlemen with its 
knavery, as if they were no more than so many proctors in big 
wigs I 'lis the Qospel you should be thinking o^ you godless 
reprobate, on account of that final end you will yet make, one 
day, in a most indecent hurry." 

" To your purpose, Mac," interrupted Polwarth, who perceived 
that the erratic feelings of his friend were beginning already to 
lead him from the desired point ; ^ or I will propound the mat- 
ter myself in a style that would do credit to a mandamus 
counsellor." 

^ The mandamuses are all ag'in the charter, and the law too,* 
continued Seth, whose courage increased as the dialogue bore 
more directly upon his political principles ; ^ and to my noind 
it's quite convincing, that if ministers calculate largely on up- 
holding them, there will be great disturbances, if not a proper 
fight in the land ; for the whole country is in a blaze I" 

"Disturbances, thou immovable iniquity I thou quiet assassin!" 
roared M^Fuse ; " do ye not call a light of a day a disturbance) 
or do ye tarm skulking behind fences, and laying the muzzle ol 
a musket on the head of Job Pray, and the breech on a mul- 
lein-stalk, while ye draw upon a fellow-creature, a commendable 
method of fighting ? Now answer me to the truth, and disdain 
all lying, as ye would 'ating any thing but cod on a Saturday, 
who were the two men that fired into my very couiitenanee, 
firom the unfortunate situation among the mulleins that I have 
detailed to you?" 

"Pardon me. Captain M*Fuse," said Polwarth, « if I say that 
your zeal and indignation run ahead of your discretion. If we 
alarm the prisoner in this manner, we rnay defeat the ends of 
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]iisiice. Besides, sir, there is a reflectioii contained in your lan^ 
guage, to which I must dissent A real dumb is not to be de* 
spised, especially when served up in wrapper, and between two 
coarser fish, to preserve the steam. I have had my private medi- 
tations on the subject of getting up a Saturday's club, in order 
to enjoy the bounty of the Bay, and for improving the cookery 
<rftliecod.'** 

^ And let me tell you. Captain Polwarth,'' returned the grena- 
dier, cooking his eye fiercely at the other, ^that your epicurean 
propensities lead you to the Yerge of cannibalism ; for sure it 
may be called that, when you speak of 'ating, while the life of 
a fellow-cr'ature is under discussion for its termination — ^" 

^ I conclude," interrupted Seth, who was greatly averse to all 
quarrelling, and who thought he saw the symptoms of a breach 
between his judges, '^the captain wishes to know who the two 
men were that fired on him a short time before he got the hit 
in the shoulder f* 

^ A short time, ye marvellous hypocrite ! — 'twas as quick as 
pop and slap could make it" 

** Perhaps there might be some mistake, for a great many of 
the troops were much disguised — ^" 

**Doje insinuate that I got drunk before the enemies of my 
king r' roared the grenadier. ^ Harkye, MisterSage ; I ask you 
in a genteel way, who the two men were that fired on me, in 
the manner detailed ; and remember that a man may tire of 
putting questions which are never answered." 

" Why," returned Seth, who, however expert at prevarication, 
eschewed, with religious horror, a direct lie, '^ I pretty much 
conclude that they— the captain is sure the place he means was 
just beyond Menotomy ?" 



* R msf be m lit matter of iDqairjr Ibr the antiqiuttlaB, to I«wn whether the eapUdn 
ever put hia prcjeet in execation ; and if so, whether he has not the merit of foonding 
that flunoos association, which, to this hour, maintains the Catholic custom of the 
tost, b J testing on the last daj of the week on the staple of New England ; and whlofc 
is said to assemble regularly, with maeh good-fellowship, arouid more good wtni 
than is ever oncoantored at any ether board in the known workL 
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^As sure as men can be," said Polwarth, ^^ who possess the 
use of their eyes.** 

^ Then Captain Pelwarth can give testimony to the &ct T 

^ I believe Major Lincoln's horse carri^ a small \At of ypur 
lead to this mpmenti Master Si^.'' 

Seth yielded to this ibQcum^tion of evidence against him ; 
and knowing, moreover, that the grenadier had literally made 
him a prisoner in the fact of renewing his fire, he sagaciously 
determined to muke a noi^rit of necessity, and can<Mly to ac 
knowledge his agency in inflicting th^ wounds* The uUnost, how * 
ever, that bia cautiou9 hiibits would permit l4m tp say^ was^» 

^ Seeing tker^ can't well be any mistake, I se^n to tMnk the 

two men wer0 (^ic^y . Job Iui4 X*" . . 

^Chiefly, you lath of uncertainty r.epcoliiimedMTase; ^if 
there was any chief in tbiUi ooin^nidly asaywinatjonof wounding 
a Christian, and of also hurtii^ a home — whioh, though noth- 
ing but a dumb baste, has better blood than runs in your own 
beggarly veins^'twas ypur own. tigly ]9x>pordq|vs* But/ 1 re- 
joice that you have come to the opnfessionjBl 1 I c^.npw see 
you hung with felicity. If you have aqy thing to say, urge it at 
once, why I should not embark jo$, for Irdand by the first ves- 
ad, in a letter to my loufdrlient^oant^. wij^ a reque^ that WU 
give you ao ^atly prd^epaio)), Itiid a, di^^ent lunetaL'' 

Seth belonged to. a class ^ his epuAtryi¥ieni aipcfngst whom, 
while there was a superabKiKlanoe of ingenui^, t^ere.was lit- 
erally no joke. I)eceived by the appeariftkiQe irf anger, which 
had in reality blended with . the aasttiQed manneir of die grena- 
dier, as he. 4^^>^^ ]4poi^ the irfitnting. subject 0f:lua owa injuries, 
the belief of the prisoner in the sacred protection of the laws 
became much shaken, and he began to reflect very smoualy on 
the insecurity of the times, as well as on the despotic nature of 
the miHtary power. The little humor he had inherited from his 
puritan ancestors was, though exceedingly, quaint^ altogether 
after a diflerent fiai^hion from the off'-hand, blundering wit of the 
Irishman ; and. that manner which he did pot possess, he could 
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not entirely comprehend; so that, as far as a very visible alarm 
furthered the views of the two cxHiapirators, thej vf&^ quite 
sucoessfuL Polwarth now took jatf on his evident eipbarrass^ 
ment, «nd observed, with a careless manner— 

'*Perhap& I caa . make a proposal, by which ,Mr. Sage m»y 
redeem his neck from the halter^ and at the same time essen- 
tially iserve an old friend.'' 

^ Hear ye that, tl^on confounder of men; «ncl bastes T' cried 
M'Fuse. ^^Downon3rourknees,and th^mk.Mr.PaiterF<^wartIi 
for the oharity of his. insinuation." 

8eih wa&not displeased to hear «uoh amicable intentions an- 
Bouhoed; but, habitually cantttous in all. bargajuiing, he sup- 
pressed the exhibition: of his sati^action, and said, with an air 
of deliberation that would have! dcme ci^dit to the keenest trader 
in King-street^ that ^*he (ho^dlika to h^ar thjoi temm of^agree- 

ment, before he gave his: coindusion/V 

^:They are simply: these," returned Pcrfwarth : "• you shall re- 
ceive your pafi8|>orts. and fireedom to-night, ^»ql condition that 
you sign this bond, whereby yoti will b^com^ obliged to supply 
our mess, as usuid, during the time the place is invested^ with 
certain articles of. food and oourishm^t, as herein set fc«th, 
and according tx> the prioes mentioned, ^hich the Teriest. Jew in 
Duke's Place would pronounce to be liberal. Here, take the 
instrument,, and ^read: and mark,' in order that we may in- 
wardly digests' " 

Seth took the paper, and. gave it that ibanner of investiga- 
tion that he W98 wontto besitow; on every tjnng which affected 
his pecuniary intepests. He objected to the price, of every arti- 
cle, all of which weseldJbMi in domplian<?e with his obstinate 
resistance ; .and hiB mdveoVei' insisted that a davne should be 
inserted to exonerate Mm from the penalty, provided the inter- 
course should be prohibited by the authmtieifsi of. the colony; 
after which' he oo^tinued-^ 

^ If the captain will agree to take charge of. the things, ah<{ 
become liable, I will conclude to make the trade." 
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*^ Here is a fellow who wants boot in a bargain for liii lifo T 
cried the grenadier. ^ But we will humor his covetous inclina- 
tions, Polly, and take charge of the chattels. Captain Pol- 
warth and myself pledge our words, to their saie-kee{»ng. Let 
me run my eyes over the articles,'' continued the grenadier, 
looking very grarely at the several covenants of the bond. 
" Faith, Paiter, you have bargained for a goodly larder I Bai^ 
mutton, pigs, turnips, potatoes, melons, and other fruits — 
there's a blunder, now, that would keep an English mess on a 
grin for a month, if an Irishman had made it I as if a melon 
was a fruit, and a potato was not ! The devil a word do I see 
that you have said about a mouthful, except aitables, either ! 
Here, fellow, clap your learning to it, and I'll warrant you we 
yet get a meal out of it, in some manner or other." 

^ Wouldn't it be as well to put the last agreement in the 
writings, too," said Seth, "• in case of accidents }" 

"Hear how a knave halters himself 1" cried MTuse: "he 
has the individual honor of two captains of foot, and is willing 
to exchange it for their joint bond I The request is too raison- 
able to be denied, Polly, and we should be guilty of pecuniary 
suicide to reject it ; so place a small article at the bottom, ex- 
planatory of the mistake the gentleman has fallen into." 

Polwarth did not hesitate to comply, and in a very few min- 
utes every thing was arranged to the perfect satisfaction of the 
parties ; the two soldiers felicitating themselves on the success 
of a scheme which seemed to avert the principal evils of the 
leaguer from their own mess ; and Seth finding no difSculty in 
complying with an agreement which was likely to prove so 
profitable, however much he doubted its validity in a court of 
*ustice. The prisoner was now declared at liber^, and was ad- 
vised to make hb way out of the place, with as litUe noise as 
possible, and under favor of the pass he held. Seth gave 
the bond a last and most attentive perusal, and then departed^ 
well contented to abide by ite conditions, and not a little pleased 
to escape from the grenadier, the expression of whose half* 
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e^JinlCj half-serioiis eye, occasicmed him more perplexity than 
auy other subject which had ever before occupied his astute- 
ness. After tlie disappearance of the prisoner, the two worthies 
repaired to their nightiy banquet, laughing heartily at the suc- 
cess of their notable invention. 

Lionel suffered Seth to pass from the room, without speak- 
ing ; but, as the man left his own abode with a lingering and 
doubtful step, the young soldier followed him into the street, 
without communicating to any one that he had witnessed what 
had passed, with the laudable intention of adding his own per- 
sonal pledge for the security of the household goods in ques- 
tion. He, however, found it no easy achievement to equal the 
speed of a man who had just escaped from a long confinement, 
and who now appeared inclined to indulge his limbs freely in 
the pleasure of an unlimited exercise. The velocity of Seth 
continued unabated, until he had conducted Lionel far into the 
lower parts of the town, where the latter perceived him to en- 
counter a man, with whom he turned suddenly under an arch 
which led into a dark and narrow court Lionel instantly in- 
creased his speed, and as he entered beneath the passage, he 
caught a glimpse of the lank figure of the object of his pur-, 
suit, gliding through the opposite entrance to the court; and, 
at the same moment, he encountered the man who had ap- 
parently induced the deviation in his route. As Lionel stepped 
a little on one side, the light of a lamp fell full on the form of 
the other, and he recognized the person of the active leader of 
the caucus (as the political meeting he had attended was 
called), though so disguised and muffled that, but for the acci* 
dental opening of the folds of his cloak, the unknown might 
have passed his nearest friend without discovery. 

^ We meet again T' exclaimed Lionel, in the quickness ol 
surprise ; "^ though it would seem that the sun is never to shine 
on our inteiTiews." 

The stranger stai-ted, and betrayed an evident wish to can- 
tinue his walk, as though the other had mistaken his person , 
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ihen,^ as if suddenly recioBectiiig himBel^ he tui-ned and ap 
proaclied Lionel, inth easy dignity, and answered— 

^ The tMrd time is said to contion the cbarm I I fun happy 
to -find that I meet Ma^or Lincoln unhfu-medi ^tcor the djEingeps 
he so lately encountered." ., 

^ The dangers hare . probahly beem ei^ggera;^ by those 
who wish ill to the; oauae ofpttt nUtsterJ* refturped Lionel, 
cddly* ' 

Thero was a rcahn, but proud smile, on the faee of the stran- 
ger, as he replied-^ . 

^^ I shall not ^pute the information of ^ne who bore^ so con- 
spicuous a part iuthe deeds of <tbali[ d^yr . Still yen wil} reinem- 
ber, though the inan^ toLeziogtoii Was, like our owi^ accidental 
rencontres, in the dark, that a bright nun shone upon the re- 
treaty and nothing has been.hid."! .; < 

^ Nothing need be concealed,? .replied J4onelj neitded by the 
proud composure of the oiher^ .^, unless indeed^ the man I ad- 
dress is afraid to walk the streiets ^f Boston in open day." 

^^ The /nan you address, Mf^or I^iQC^ln,? ^d the stranger, 
advancing in his warmth a step neiaietr to Lioiiel, " has da,red to 
walk the streets of Boston both by day and by night, when the 
bullies of him yOu call your master, hate strutted their hour in 
the security of peace; and^ npw a natiop is upto hun^ble their 
pretensions, shall he shrink fix»m treading his native spil.wben 
he will?'' 

''This is bold language from an enemy withii^ a British 
eamp I Ask yourself what course iaj duty requires of me.*^ 

**' That is a ■ question which lies . between Mi^or Lincoln and 
uis consciences'' returned thie'.straBger; ^thoughj'' he added, 
after a momentary pause, and in a milder tone, iuaf if h^ recol 
iected the danger of, his 8]ibuati<H^ ''the gentlemen if hii name 
and lineage were not apt to be iitfonners; when, tbey dwelt in 
the land of their birth." ... 

" Neither is their desceniant But let this be the last iO^ ouf 
interviews, until we can meet as friends, or, as enemicss should, 
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where we inaj difiooss these topics St the points of our 
weapons." 

** Amen," said the stranger, seizing the hand of the young 
man, and presnng it with the warmth of a generous emulation : 
*^ that hour may not be far distant, and may God smile only on 
the just cause r 

Without uttering more, he drew the folds of his dress more 
closely around his form, and walked so swifUy away that Lionel, 
had he possessed the inclination, could not have found an oppor- 
tunity to arrest his progress. As all expectation of overtaking 
Seth was now lost^ the young soldier returned slowly and 
thoughtfully towards his quarters. 

The two or three succeeding days wer^ distinguished by an 
appearance of more than usual preparation among the troops, 
and it became knowQ that officers of r^ had closely recon- 
noitered the grounds ^ the opposite peninsnla.^ Lionel pa- 
tiently awaited the progress of events; bat as the probability 
of active service increaa^ his wisl^es to make another effort to 
probe the ^ret <^ the. tenant of the warehouse revived, and 
he took his way towards the Pock Square, with U^at object, on 
the night of the fourth day firoiQ:the precedii^g interview with 
the. stranger* Jt wa^ long aflter the tattoo had laid the town in 
that deep quiet which follows the bustle of a garrison ; and, as 
he passed along, he. saw none but the sentinels, pacing their 
short limits, or aA occasional officer, returning at that late hour 
from his revels* ot ,im duty* The. windows of the warehouse 
were.dark, and its inhaUtai^tfi^ if any ^t had, were wrapped in 
deep; sleep. Restless and, ^excited, Lionel pursued, his walk 
through the nam>^ and gloomy streets of the North-End, until 
he unexpectedly fou^d hiniself issuing upon the opei> space 
that is tenanted by the dead, on Copp's Hill. On this emi- 
nence the English general had caused a battery of heavy can- 
non to be raised, and Lionel, unwilling to encounter the chal- 
lenge of the sentinels, inclining a littie to one side, proceeded 
to H&e brow of the hill, and, seating himself on a 4stone, began 
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to inuse deeply on his own fortunes, and the situation of tke 
country. 

The night was obscure, but the thin vapons which appeared 
to overhang the plac^ opened at times, when a faint starlight 
fell from the heavens, and rendered the black hulls of the ves- 
sels of war, that lay moored before the town, and the &int out- 
lines of the opposite shores, dimly visible. The stillness of 
midnight rested on the scene, and when the loud calls of ^ All's 
well " ascended from the ships and batteries, the momentary 
cry was succeeded by a quiet as deep as if the universe slum- 
bered under this assurance of safety. At i^udi an instant, when 
even the light breathings of the night air were widible, the 
sound of rij^ling waters, like that occaraoned by raising a 
paddle with extreme caution, was borne to the ear of the young 
soldier. He listened intently, and then, bending his eyes in 
the direction of the ^stint sounds, he saw a small canoe gliding 
along the surface of the water, and soon ehoot upon the grav- 
elly shore, at the foot of the hill, with a motion so easy ana 
uniform as scarcely to curl a wave on the land. Curious to 
know who could be moving about the harbor at this hour, in 
such a secret manner, Lionel was in the act of rising to de- 
scend, when he saw the dim figurd of a man land from the 
boat, and climb the hill, directly in a line with his own posi- 
tion. Suppressing even the sounds of his breath, and drawing 
his body back within the deep ^adow cast from a point of the 
hill, a little above him, Lionel waited until the figure had ap- 
proached within ten feet of him, when it stopped, and ap- 
peared, like himself to be endeavoring to suppress all other 
sounds and feelings in the absorbing act of deep attention. 
The young ek)ldier loosened his sword in its sheath, before he 
said — 

** We have chosen a private spot, and a secret hour, sir, for 
our meditations V* 

Had the %ure possessed the* impalpable nature of an imma- 
terial being, it could not have received this remark, so atartling 
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(from its Buddenness, with greater apathj t^ian did the man to 
whom it was addressed. He turned slowly towards the speaker, 
and seemed to' look at him earnestly, before he answered, 'in a 
ioWy menacing yoioe — 

^ There's a granny on the hill, with a gun and baggonet, 
walking among the cannon, and if he hears people talking 
down here, he'll ,make them prisoners, though one cf then> 
should be Major Lincoln." 

'^ Ha ! Job," said Lionel ; ^ and is it you I meet prowling 
about like a thief at night ? On what errand of mischief hare 
you been sent this time f" 

" If Job's a thief for coming to see ihe graves on Copp's," re- 
turned the lad, sullenly, " there's two of them." 

" Well answered, boy I" said-Lionel, with a smile. " But I 
repeat) on what errand haye you returned to the town at this 
unseasonable and suspicious hour T 

^ Job loves to come up among the graves before the cocks 
crow ; they say the dead walk when living men sleep." 

^ And would you hold communion with the dead, then ?" 

*' "lis mifvl to ask them many questions, and such as you do 
put should be made in the Holy Name," returned the lad, in a 
tone so solemn, that^ connected with the place and the scene, it 
caused the blood of Lionel to thrill. ^ But Job loves to be near 
them, to use him to the damps,' ag'in the time he shall be called 
to walk himself in a sheet at midnight" 

" Hush I" said lionel. " What noise is that ?" 

Job stood a moment, listening as intently as his companion, 
before he answered — 

" There's no noise but the moaning of the wind in the bay, 
or the sea tumbling on the beaches of the islands." 

" 'Tis neither," said Lionel : " I heard the low hum of a hun- 
dred voices, or my ears have played me falsely." 

" May be the spirits speak to each other," said the lad : ** they 
lay their voices are like the rushing winds." 

lionel passed his hand across his brow, and endeavored tc 
43 
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reeorer the tone of bis mind, which had been strangely disor* 
dered by the solemn manner of his companion, and walked 
slowly from the spot, closely attended by the silent changeling. 
He did not stop until he had reached the inner angle of the wall 
that inclosed the field of thQ dead, when he paused, and, leaning 
on the fence, jagain listened intently. 

**Boy, I know not how your silly conydrsa^on may have 
warped my brain," he said, ^ but there are surely strange and 
unearthly sounds lingering about this place, to-night I By 
heavens! there is another rush of voices,. as if the tar above 
the water were filled with living beings; and then^ again, I 
think I hear a noise as if heavy weights were falling to the 
earth." 

" Ay," said Job, " 'tis the clods oil the coflSns : the dead are 
going into their graves ag'in, and 'tis itime that we should leave 
them their own grounds." 

lionel hesitated no longer, but he rather run than walked 
from the spot, with a secret horror that^ at anoUier moment, he 
would have blushed to acknowledge ; nor did he perceive that 
he was still attended by Job, until he had descended some dis- 
tance down Lynn-street. Here he was addressed by his com- 
panion, in his usually quiet and unmeaning tones — 

"There's the house that the governor built, who went down 
into the sea for money I" he, said. " He was a poor boy once, 
like Job, and now they say his grandson is a great lord, and 
the king knighted the grand'ther too. It's, pretty much the 
same thing whether a man gets his money out of the sea or out 
of the earth ; the king will make him a lord for it" 

**You hold the £G»rors of royalty cheap, feUow|" returned 
Lionel, glancing his eye carelessly at the ^Phipps' House,' as he 
passed : " you forget that I am to be some day one of your de- 
spised knights P' • 

" I know it,", said Job ; " and you come from America, too. 
It seems to me thai all t^ie poor boys, go from America to- the 
king to be great loids, and all t^e sons of the groat lords come 
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to America to be made poor boys. Nab says Job is the son of 
a great lord, too 1" 

"Then Nab is as great a fool as her child," said Lionel; "but, 
boy, I would see your mother in the morning, and I expect you 
to let me know at what hour I may visit her." 

Job did not answer, and Lionel, on turning his head, per- 
ceived that he was suddenly deserted by the changeling, who 
was ftbeady gliding back towards his favorite haunt among the 
graves. Vexed at the wild humors of the lad, Lionel hastened 
to his quarters, and threw himself in his bed, though he heard 
the loud cries of " AlFs well," again and again, before the strange 
phantasies, which continued to cross his mind, would permit 
him to obtain the rest he sought. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

^ We ve finer gentlemen, no doubt, than the plain ftrmera we are about to en- 
eounter. Our hats carry a smarter cock, our swords hang more gracefully by cur 
Meiif and we make an easier figure in a ball-room ; but let It be remembered, tfaftt 
the most finished maccaroni amongst us, would pass for an arrant clown at Pekin." 

LkMks vrom a nrsBAN Offiobb, kto 

When the heavy sleep of morning fell upon his senses, visions 
of the past and future mingled with wild confusion in the dreams 
of the youthful soldier. The form of his father stood before 
him, as he had known it in his childhood, fisdr in the proportions 
and vigor of manhood, regarding him with those eyes of benig- 
nant, but melancholy affection, which characterized their ex 
pression after he had become the sole joy of his widowed parent. 
While his heart was warming at the sight, the figure melted 
away, and was succeeded by fantastic phantoms, which appeared 
to dance among the graves on Copp's, led along in those gam- 
bols, which partook of the ghastly horrors of the dead, by Job 
Pray, who glided among the tombs like a being of another 
world. Sudden and loiid thunder then burst upon them, and 
the shadows fled into their secret places, from whence he could 
see, ever and anon, some glassy eyes and spectral faces, peering 
out upon him, as if conscious of the power they possessed to 
chill the blood of the living. Bis visions now became painfully 
distinct, and his sleep was oppressed with their vividness, when 
his senses burst their unnatural bonds, and he awoke. The air 
of morning was breathing through his open curtains, and the 
light of day had already shed itself upon the dusky roo& of the 
town. Lionel arose from his bed, and had paced his chamber 
several times, in a vain effort to shake off the images that had 
haunted his slumbers, when the sounds which broke upon the 
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Stillness of the air became too plain to be longer mistaken by a 
practised ear. 

^ Ha r' he muttered to himself^ ^ I have been dreaming but 
by halves : these are the sounds of no fancied tempest^ but can- 
non, speaking most pkinly to the scddief T 

He opened his window, and looked out upon the surrounding 
scene. The roar of artillery was now quick and heavy, and 
Lionel bent his eyes about him to discover the cause of this un- 
usual occurrence. It had been the policy of Gage to await the 
arrival of his reinforcements befcnre he struck a blow which was 
intended to be decisive ; and the Americans were well known to 
be too scantily supplied with the munitions of war, to waste a 
single charge of , powder in any of the vain attacks of modem 
sieges. A knowledge of these facts gave an additional interest 
to the curiosity with which Major Lincoln endeavored to pene- 
trate the mystery of so singular a disturbance. Window after 
window in the adjacent buildings soon exhibited, like his own, 
its wondering and alarmed spectator. Here and there a half- 
dressed soldier, or a busy townsman, was seen hurrying along 
the silent streets, with steps that denoted the eagerness of his 
curiosity. Women b^an to rush wildly from their dwellings, 
and then, as the sounds broke on their ears with tenfold heavi- 
ness in ihQ open air, they shrunk back into their haUtations in 
pallid dismay. Lionel called to three or four of the men, as 
they hurried by ; but^ turning their eyes wildly towards his 
window, they passed on without answering, as if the emergency 
were too pressing to admit of speech. Finding his repeated in* 
quiries fruitless, he hastily dressed himseli^ and descended to the 
street. As he left his own door, a half-dad artillerist hurried 
past him, adjusting his garments with one hand, and bearing io 
tlie other some of the lesser implements of the particular corps 
m wliich he served 

" What means the firing, sergeant,*^ demanded Lionel, *^ and! 
whither do you hasten with those fusees f ' 

** The rebels, your honor, the rebels \^ returned the soldier 
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lookiiig back to speak, without ceasing his speed ; *' and I go tc 
my guns !" 

^ The rebels I" repeated Lionel : ** what can we have to fear 
from a mob of countrjiten, in such a position ? That fellow has 
slept from his post, and apprehensions for himself mingle with 
this zeal for his kingf 

The towns-people now began to pour from their dwellings in 
scores ; and Lionel imitated their example, and took his course 
towards thci adjacent height of Beacon HilL He toikd his way 
up the steep ascent, in company with twenty more, without eic- 
changing a syllable with men who appesired as much< ai^nished 
as himfidf At this early intemlption of their slumbefs^ and in a 
few minutes he stood on » little graissy platform, surrounded by 
a hundred interested gazers. Tne sun had just lifted the tiiiii 
veil of mist from the bosom of the waters, irndthe eye was per- 
mitted to range over a wide field beiifeath the light vapor. 
Several vessels were moored in the channels of the Charles and 
Mystick, to cover the northern approaches to th^ place ; and as 
he beheldi the column of white smoke that Was wreathing about 
the masts ci a frigate among them, Lionel was no longer at a 
loss to comprehend whence the firing proceeded. While he 
was yet gazing^ uncertain of the reasons which demanded this 
show of war, immense fieldis of smoke burst from th^ «ide' of a 
ship of the hne^ who also opened her deep4nouthed cannon, 
and presently her example iva& followed by several fioatiiig 
batteries, and lighter vessels, until the wide amphitheatre of hills 
that eiicirded Boston was -filled with the echoes of a hundred 
pieces of artillery* • 

"• What can it mean, sir ?" ex<^aimed a young officer of his 
»vn regimcfnt, Itddrea^ng Major Lincoln : ^' the sailors are in 
downright earnest, and they scije their gims with shot, I know, 
by the rattling of the reports." 

^* I can boast of a vision no better than your own,** returned 
Lionel ; *' for no enemy can I see. As the guns seem pointed at 
the opposite peninsula, it is probable a party of the Americana 
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are atteinptiDg to destroy the grass whicli lies newly mown in 
the meadows." 

The young officer was in the act of assenting to this conjeo- 
ture, when a yoice was heard above their heads, shouting — 

"There goes a gun from Gopp's! They needn't think to 
frighten the people with their rake-heliy noises ; let them Uaze 
away till the dead, get out of their graves-^the Bay^Bien will 
keep die hiUr / • 

Every eye was immediately turned upward, and the wonder- 
ing and amused spectators discovered Job Prayi seated in the 
grate of the'beacon^ his countenance, usually so- vacant^ gleam- 
ing with exultation, while he. coi^tinued waving his hat high in 
air, as gun. after gun was added to tUe uproar of the cannonade. 

'^ How now, fellow r exclaimed Lionel: '^ what see you, and 
where are the Bay-men of whpni you speak f 

^ Where!" . returned the simpleton, clapping his hands with 
childish delight. Why, where they <»une at dark midnight, and 
where they'll stand at open noonday i , The Bay-men can look 
into the windows of old Funnel at last ; and now let the regulars 
come on, and they'll teach the gpdless muid^'exs the law I" 

Lionel, ft Uttle irritated with the bold language of Job, called 
to him, inan angry yoice^ 

" Come down from that perch, fellow, and explain yourself, or 
this grenadier shall lift you from, your «eat, and transfer you 
to. the post for a little of that wholesome conoction which you 
need." ^ 

''You promised that ihe grannies should never flog Job 
ag'in," said the changeling, crouching down in the grate, whence 
he looked out at his threatened chaatiser with a lowering and 
sullen eye ; ^ and Job agreed to run your aVnds, and not take 
•my of the long's crowns in pay." 

''<>ome down, then, this instant, and I will remember the 
compact." 

Comforted by this assurance, whicli was made in a more 
friendly tone. Job threw himself carelessly from his iron seat^ 
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and clinging to the post, he slid swiftly to the earth, wher^ 
Major Lincoln immediately arrested him by the ai-m, and de- 
manded — 

" Where are those Bay men, I once more ask ?" 
"There 1" repeated Job, pointing over the low roofe of the 
town, in the direction of the opposite peninsula. " They dug 
their cellar on Breed's, and now they are fixing the under- 
pinnin', and next you'll see what a raising they'll invite the 
people to P* 

The instant the spot was named, all thdse eyes, which had 
hitherto gazed at the vessels themselves, instead of searching 
for the object of their hostiKty, were turned on the green emi- 
nence which rose a little to the right of the village of Charles 
town, and every doubt was at once removed by the discovery 
The high, conical simmiit of Bunker Hill lay naked and unoc- 
cujwed, as on the preceding day; but on the extremity of a 
more humble ridge, which extended within a short distance of 
the water, a low bank of earth had been thrown up, for pur- 
poses which no military eye could mistake. This redoubt, small 
and inartificial as it was, commanded by its position the whol6 
of the inner harbor of Boston, and even endangered, in some 
measure, the occupants of the town itself. It was the sudden 
appearance of this magical mound, as the mists of the morning 
had dispersed, which roused the slumbering seamen ; and it had 
already become the target of all the guns of the shipping in the 
bay. Amazement at the temerity of their countrymen held the 
townsmen silent, while Major Lincoln, and the few officers whc 
stood nigh him, saw, at a glance, that this step on the part of 
their adversaries would bring the affairs of the leaguer to an' 
instant crisis. In vain th^ turned their wondering looks on 
the neighboring eminence, and around the different points of 
the peninsula, in quest of those places of support with which 
soldiers generally intrench their defences. The husbandmen 
opposed to them had seized upon the point best calculated to 
%nnoy their foes, without regard to the consequences ; and in e 
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fbw short hours, &vored by the mantle of nighty had thrown up 
their work with a dexterity that was onlj exceeded by their 
boldness. The truth flashed across the l»rain of M^^or Liftcohi 
with liis first glance, and he felt his cheeks glow as he remem- 
bered the low and indistinct murmurs which the night air had 
wafted tp his ears^ and those inexplicable fancies, which had 
even continued to haunt him till dispersed by truth and the 
light of day. Motioning to Job to follow, he left the hill witli 
a hurried step; and when they gained the comiooii, he turned 
and said, sternly, to his compsmion-^ 

** Fellow, you have been privy to this midnight work l* 

^ Job has enough to do in &e day^ witliout laboring in the 
night, when none but the dead are out of their places of rosty'* 
returned the lad, with a look of mental imbecility which imme- 
diately disaisned the res^itocbent of the other. 

Lionel smiled as he again remembered his own weakness, 
and repeated to himself — 

"' The dead I ay, these are the works of the living; and hcM 
men are tbey who have dared to do tlie deed. But tdl me, 
Job — for 'tia in vain to attenspt deceiving me any longer-*— what 
number of Americans did you leave on the hill, when you 
crossed the Charles to visit the graves on Copp's, the past 
night r 

'^Both hills were crowded," returned the other; "Breed's 
with the people, and Oopp's with the ghosts : Job believes the 
dead rose to see their children digging so nigh them P 

" 'Tis probaUe,^ said Lionel, who believed it wisest to hiunor 
the wild bonoeits of the lad, in order to disann his cun- 
ning; "bu<^ though the dead ai'e invisible, the living maybe 
counted.** 

"Job did count five hundred men, marching over the nose of 
Bunker, by starlight, with their picks and spades ; and then he 
8t(^[^>ed, for he forgot whether seven or eight hundred came 
nexf* 

" And after you ceased to count, did many others pass F* 
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** Tbe Bay colony isn't so poorly off for men, that it can't 
muster a thousand at a raismg.*' 

^ But you had a master workman on (he occdsaon : was it the 
wotf-hunter of Gonneeticut ?" 

^ lliere is no occasion to go from the province to find a 
workman to lay out a cellar! lackey Gridley is a Boston 
boyP . - . 

^ Ah I he is' the' chief I We can have nothing to. fear, then, 
since the Ooanecticut woodsmmi is iK>t at their hedd P' 

^ Do you think old Prescott, of Pepperel, will quit the hill 
while he has a' kernel of powder to bum f No, no, Mcjor lin- 
odhi, Ralph himself ain't a stouter warrior ; ! and y<^ canH light- 
en Ralph r 

^ But if they fire their cannon oftenj their KrnaU stock of am- 
munition will be soon consumed, and then they must unavoid- 
ably run.'' ■ '■ ■ 

Job laughed tauntingly, and with an appeai^nce of high 
scorn, before he answered^ 

^ Tea, if the Bay-men were as dumb as the kii^ tro<^ and 
used such big guns I But the camion of the colony 'want but 
little brimstone, and .there's but a-few of thein. Lei the rake- 
helliea go up to Breed's^-^the people will teach them the law !" ' 

Lionel had now obtained all he expected to learn from the 
dmpleton concerning the force and condition of the Americans; 
and as the inonients were too precious to be wasted in. vain dis- 
course, he bid the lad repair to his quarters' that night, and left 
him. On entering his own lodgings, Miajor Lincoln shui him 
self up in his private apartment, and passed several hours in 
writing, and examining important papers. One letter, in par- 
ticular, was written, read, torn, and re-written, five or tax times, 
until at length he placed his seal, and directed the! importan 
paper with a sort of carelessness that denoted his patience was 
3xhausted by repeated trials. These documents were intrusted 
to Meriton, with orders to deliver them to their several ad- 
dresses, unless countermanded before the following day; and 



LIONEL LINC O LN. 21*1 

Ihe young nuin liasiily swallowed a late and light breakfiut 
While shut up in his closet, Lionel had several times thrown 
aside his pen to listen, as the hum of the place penetrated to 
his retirement, and announced the excitement and hustle whicli 
pervaded the streets of the town. Haying at length. completed 
the task he had assigned himself, he caught up his hat^ and took 
his way, with hasty steps, into the centre of the place. 

Cannon were ratting over the rough pavements, followed by 
ammunition-wagons, and officers and men of the artillery wero 
seen in swift pursuit of their pieces. Aide-deniamps were riding 
furiously through the sti^ets, chafged with important mes- 
sages ; and here and there an «^cer might be seen issuing 
from his qaarters, with a countenance in which manly pride 
struggled powerfully vriih inwaid dejection, as he tought the 
last glance of anguish^ which followed his retiring f^rm, from 
eyes that had been used to me^t his own with lookb of cotifi- 
dence and love* There was^ however, but little time to dwell 
on these flitting glimpses of domestic . woe, amid the general 
bustle and glitter of the scene. Now and then the strains of 
martial music broke up through the windings of the crooked 
avenues, and detachments of the troops wheeled by, on their 
way to the appointed place of embarkation. While libnel 
stood a moment at the comer of i street, admiring the finn 
movement of « body of grenadiers, his !eye fell on the! powerful 
frame and rigid features of M^Fuse, marching at the head ot 
his company with that gravity which regarded the accuracy of 
the step amongst the most important incidents of life. At a 
short distance from him waa Job Pray, timing his paces to the 
tread of the soldiers, and regarding; tibe gallant show with 
stupid admiration, while his ear unconsciously drank the in- 
spriting music of their band. As this fine body of men pamed 
on, it was inmiediately succeeded by a battalion, in which Lio- 
nel instantly recognized the facings ai his own reginietit. The 
warm-hearted Polwarth led his forward files, and, waving hit 
hand, he cried — 

10 
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** Qod bless you, Leo 1 God bles^ you ! we shall make a &it 
Btand-up fight of this ; there is an end of all stag-hunting." 

The notes of the horns rose above his voice, and Lionel 
could do no more than return his cordial salute; when, re- 
called to his purpose by the sight of his comrades, he turned 
and pursued his way to the quarters of the commander-in- 
chie£ 

The gate . of Province House was thronged with military 
men - some waiting for admittance, and others entering and de- 
parting with the air of those who were charged with the ^ecu- 
tion: of matters of the deepest moment. The name of Maj<« 
Lincoln was hardly announced before an aid appear^ to con- 
duct him into the presence of the governor, with a politeness 
and haste that several gentleiaen, who had been in waiting for 
hours, deemed in a trifling degree unjust. 

Lionel, however, having little to do with muimurs which he 
did not hear, followed his conductor, and was iuunodiatdy ush- 
ered into the apartment, where a council of war had just closed 
its deUberadons. On the threshold of its door he. was camr 
polled to give way to an officer, who was departing in haste, 
and whose powerful frame seemed bent a little in the intensity 
of thought, as his dark, military countenance lighted for an in- 
stant with the salutation he returned to the low bow. of the 
young soldier. Around this chief a group of younger men im-. 
mediately clustered, and as they departed in company, laonel 
was enabled to gather, from their conversation, that they took 
their w^ for the field of battle. The room was filled with offi- 
cers of high, rank; though here and there was to be seen a man 
in civil attire, whose disappointed and bitter looks announced 
him to be one of those mandamus counsellors whose evil ad- 
vice had hastened the mischief their wisdom could never repair 
From out a small circle of these mortified civilians, the unpre- 
tending person of Gage advanced to meet Lionel, forming a 
marked contrast, by the simplicity of its dress, to the military 
splendor that was glittering around him. 
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*^ In what can I oblige Major Lincoln f* he said, taking the 
jTOung man by the hand cordially, as if glad to get rid of the 
troublesome oounsellcnrs he had so unceremoniously quitted. 

" * Wolfe's own' has just passed me, on its way to the boats, 
and I have ventured to intrude on your excellency to inquire if 
it were not time its major had resumed his duty." 

A abade of thought was seated for a moment on the placid 
features of the general, and he then answered, with a friendly 
smile — 

^ Twill be no more than an affair of outposts, and must be 
quickly ended. But should I grant the request of every brave 
young man whose spirit is up to-day, it might cost his majes- 
ty's service the life of some ofScer that would make the pur- 
chase of the pile of earth too desu*." 

" But may I not be permitted to say, that the family of Lin- 
coln is of the province, and its example should not be lost on 
such an occasion 9" 

" The loyalty of the colonies is too well represented here to 
need the sacrifice," said Gage, glancing his eyes carelessly at the 
expecting group behind him. " My council have decided on 
the officers to be employed, and I regret that Major Lincoln's 
name was omitted, since I know it will give him pain ; but 
valuable lives are not to be lightly and unnecessarily exposed." 

Lionel bowed in submission ; and, after communicating the 
little he had gathered from Job Pray, he turned away, and found 
himself near another officer of high rank, who smiled as he ob- 
served his disappointed countenance, and, taking him by the 
arm, led him fix)m the room, with a freedom suited to his fine 
€gure and easy air. 

** Then, like myself, Lincoln, you- are not to battle for the 
king to-day," he said, on gaining the ante-chamber. " Howe 
has the luck of the occasion, if there can be luck in so vulgar 
an affair. But allons ; accompany me to Oopp's, as a spectator, 
since they deny us parts in the drama ; and perhaps we may 
pick up materials for a pasquinade, though not for an epic" 
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" Pardon me, General Burgoyne" said Lionel, " if I view the 
matter with more serious eyes than yourself.'* 

"Ah ! I had forgot that you were a foDower of Percy in the 
hunt of Lexington P* interrupted the oth^ ; " we will call it a 
tragedy, then, if it better suits your humor. For myself, Lin- 
coln, I weary of these crooked streets and gloomy houses, and, 
having some taste for the poetry of nature, would have long 
since looked out upon the deserted fields of these husbandmen^ 
had the authority, as well as the inclination, rested with me. 
But Clinton is joining us ; he, too, is for Cqi^^s, where we can 
all take a lesson in arms, by studying the ma.nner in which ^ 
Howe wields his battalions.'* 

A soldier of middle age now joined them, whose stout frame, 
while it wanted the grace and ease of the gentleman who still 
held Lionel by the arm, bore a martial character to which the 
look of tihe quiet and domestic Gage was a stranger ; and, fol- 
lowed by their several attendants, the whole party immediately 
left the government-house to take their destined position on the 
eminence so often mentioned. 

. As they entered tlie street^ Burgoyne relinquished the arm of 
his companion, and moved with becoming dignity by the side 
of his brother general Lionel gladly availed himself of this 
alteration, to withdraw a little from the group, whoee steps he 
followed at such a distance as permitted him to observe those 
exhibitions of feeling, on the part of the inhabitants, which the 
pride of the others induced them i/o overlook. Pallid and anx- 
ious female fiaces were gleaming out upon them from every 
window, while the roofs of the houses, and the steeples of the 
churches, were beginning to throng with niore daring, and 
equally interested spectators. The drums no longer rolled along 
the narrow streets, though, occasionally, the shrill strain of a 
fife was heard from the water, announcing the movements of the 
troops to the opposite peninsula. Over all was heard the inces- 
sant roaring of the artillery, which, untired, had not ceased to 
rumble in the air since the appearance of light, until the ear, 
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accustomed to its presence, had learnt to distinguish the lessei 
sounds we have recorded. 

As the party descended into the lower passages of the town, 
it appeared deserted by every thing having Hfe ; tiie open win- 
dows and neglected doors betraying the urg^cy of the feelings 
which hi^ called the population to situationa more &vorable 
for observing the. approaching contest This appearance of in* 
tense cniiosity exdted the S3rmpathies of even the old and prac* 
tised soldiers ; and, quickening their paces, the whole Soon rem 
from among the gloomy edifices to the open and unobstructed 
view from the hilL 

The whole scene now lay before them. Nearly in their fi-ont 
was the village of Oharlestown, with its deserted streets, and 
silent roo&, looking like a place of the dead ; or, if the signs of 
life were visible within its open avenues, *twas merely some 
figure moving swiftly in the solitude, like one who hastened U> 
quit the devoted spdL On the opposite point of the south- 
eastern face of the peninsula, and at the distance of a thousand 
yards, the ground was already covered by masses of human 
beings in scarlet, with thdr arms gUttering in a noonday sun. 
Between the: two, though in the more immediate vicinity of the 
silent town, the rounded ridge already described rose abruptly 
from a flat that was bounded by the water, until, having attained 
an elevation of some fifty or sixty feet, it swelled gradually to 
the IMe crest, where was planted the humble object that had 
occasioned all this commotion* The meadows on the right 
were still peaceful and smiling, as in the most quiet days of the 
provinde, though the excited fancy of liohel imagined that a 
sullen stillness lingered about the neglected kilns in their front, 
and over the whole landscape, that was in glooniy consonance 
with the approaching scene. Far on the left^ across the waters 
of the Charles, the American camp had poured forth 4ts thou- 
sands to the hills; and the whole population of the country, for 
many nul^ inland, had gathered to a point, to witness a struggle 
charged with the &te of their nation. Beacon Bill rose from 
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out the appailiug silence of the town of Boston, like a pyramid 
of liviDg faces, with every eye fixed on the fatal point; and 
men hung along the yards of the shipping, or were suspended 
on cornices, cupolas, and steeples, in thoughtless security, while 
every other sense was lost in the absorbing interest of the sight 
The vessels ci war had hauled deep into the rivers, or, more 
properly, those narrow arms of the sea which foiined the penin- 
sula, and sent their iron missiles with unwearied industiy acrosb 
the low passage which alone opened the means of communica* 
tion between the self-devoted yeomen on the hill, and their dis- 
tant countrymen. While battalion landed after battalion on 
the point, cannon-balls from the battery of Copp*s and the 
vessels of war were glancing up the natural glacis that sur- 
rounded the redoubt, burying themselves in its earthen parapet, 
or plunging with violence into the deserted sides of the loftier 
height which lay a few hundred yards in its rear ; and the 
black and smokihg bombs appeared to hover above the spot, 
as if pausing to select the places in which to plant their deadly 
combustibles. 

Notwithstanding these appallii]^ preparations and ceaseless 
annoyances, throughout that long and anrious morning, the 
stout husbandmen on the hill had never ceased their steady 
efforts to maintain, to the uttermost extremity, the post they 
had so daringly assumed. In vain the English exhausted every 
means to disturb their stubborn foes ; the pick, the shovel, and 
the spade, continued to perform their offices ; and mound rose 
after mound, amidst the din and danger of the cannonade, 
steadily, and as well as if the fanciful conceits of Job Pray 
embraced their real objects, and the laborers were employed in 
the peaceful pursuits of their ordinary lives. This firmness, 
however, was not like the proud front which high training can 
impart to the most common mind ; for, ignorant of the glare 
of military show ; in the simple and rude vestments of their 
calling; armed with such weapons as they had seized from the 
hooks above their own mantels ; and without even a banner to 
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wave its cheenng folds above their heads, they stood, sustained 
only by the righteousness of their cause, and those deep moral 
principles which they had received from their fathers, and 
which they intended this day should show were to be transmits 
ted untarnished to their children. It was afterwards known 
that they endured their labors and their dangers even in want 
of that sustenance which is so essential to support animal spirits 
in moments of calmness and ease ; while their enemies, on the 
point, awaiting the airival of their latest bands, were securely 
devouring a meal, which to hundreds amongst them proved to 
be their last The fatal instant now seemed approaching. A 
general movement was seen among the battalions of the British, 
who began to spread slang the shore^ under cover of the brow 
of the hill — ^tlie lingering boats having arrived with the rear 
of their detachments — ^and officers hurried from regiment to 
regiment with the final maadates <^ their chief. At this mo- 
ment a body of Americana appeared on the crown o£ Bunker 
Hill, and descending swiftly by the road, disappeared in the 
meadows to the left of th^ o^m nadoubt. This band was 
followed by others, who, like theoiseljres, had broken through 
the dangers of the narrow pass, by braving the fire of the ship- 
{»ng, and who also luuried to joiii their comrades on the low- 
land. The British general determined at once to anticipate 
the arrival of frurtber reinforoements,^ and gave forth the long^ 
expected order to prepaid for the a^ttiick.. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

■ Th Impertom Briton,- on the welV-foogbt gnmnd, 
No etoM tbr J07, or wanton triomph, found ; 
Bnt Bftw, with grief, their dreame of conquest vain, 
rait tho deep woanda» and moorn'd their vetVtna ilaln.** 

HUMPHKBTIb 

Thk Americans had made a show, in the ooturse of that 
fearfiil morning, of returning the fire of their enemies, bj 
throwing a few shot from their light field*>piece8, as if in modr- 
eryof the tremendous cannonade which they sustained. But 
as the moment of severest triid' approached, the same awful 
stiUnees which had settled upo:^ the deserted streets of Charles- 
town hovered arotmd the redoubt On the meadbws; to its 
left^ the reeeutij arrived bands hastilj threw the rals of two 
fences mto one; and, covering ihe whole with the mown grass 
that stUTOUnded them, ihey posted tbemeelves along the frafl 
defence, which an9wered no better purpose than to conceal their 
weakness from their adversaries. Behind this characteristic 
rampart, several bodies of husbakidmen, from the neighboring 
provinces of New Hampshire and Connecticut, lay on their 
arms, in sullen expectation. Their line extended from the shore 
to the base of the ridge, where it terminated several hundred 
'eet behind the works ; leaving a wide opening, in a diagonal 
direction, between the fence and an earthen breastwork, which 
ran a short distance down the declivity of the hill, from the 
northeastern angle of the redoubt A few hundred yards in the 
rear of this rude disposition, the naked crest of Bunker Hill 
rose, unoccupied and undefended ; and the streams of the Charles 
and Mystic, sweeping around its base, approached so near each 
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Other as to blend the sounds of their ripi^g. It was across 
this low and narcow isthmus that the royal frigates pouoed a 
stream of fire that never ceased^ while around it hovered the 
numerous |>arties. of the undisciplined Amerioans, hesitating to 
attempt the dangerous passage. 

In this manner Gage had, in a great degreci, surrounded the 
devoted peninsula with his power ; and th^ bold men, who had 
so daringly planted themsdves under ihe muzdeis of his cannon, 
were left, as aheady stated, unsupported, without nourishment, 
and with weapons from their own gun-hooks, singly to maintain 
the honor of their nation. Including men of all ages and con- 
ditions, there mjght have been two thousand of them ; but, as 
the day advanced, small bodies of their countrymen, taking 
counsel of their feelings, and animated by the example of the 
old partisan of the woods, who crossed and recrossed the neck, 
loudly scoffing at the danger, broke through the fife of the 
shipping in time to join in the closing and bloody business of 
the hour. 

Qn the other hand, Howe led more than an ^qual number of 
the chosen troops of. his prince ; and as boats continued' to ply 
between, the two peninsulas throughout the afternoon, the rela- 
tive disparity continued undionnished to the end of the strug- 
gle. It was at this point iii our narralive that, deeming himself 
sufficiently strong to fi»t» the defences of his despised foes, the 
arrangements immediately preparatory toJaiich a^ imdertaking 
were made in fiill view, of the excited spectators. Nottrith- 
standmg the security with .whidi the English ^general mar- 
shalled his yninoKy he felt that the approaching contest would 
be & battle of no common incidents. The eyes <^ tens of thou* 
sands were &stened on his movements, and the occasion de< 
manded the richest diq^by of the pageantry of war. 

The troops fimned with beautifol accuhu^, jand the eolunma 
moved steadily along the shore, and took their assigned stations 
under cover of the brow of the eminence. Their force was io 
some measure divided ; one moiety attempting th() toilsome as 
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cent of the hill, and the oUier moving along the beach, or in 
the orchards of the more level ground, towards the husbandmen 
on ihe meadows. The latter soon disappeared behind some 
fruit*trees and the brick-kilns just mentioned. The advance of 
the royal columns up the ascent was slow and measured, giving 
time to. their field-guns to add their efforts to the uproar of the can- 
nonade, which broke out with new fury as the battalions prepared 
to march. When each column arnved at the allotted point, it 
spread the gallant array of its glittering warriors under a bright 
sun. 

^ It is a glorious spectacle I" murmured ihe graceful chieftaiii 
by the side of Lionel, keenly alive to all the poetry of his al- 
luring profession. ^^How exceeding soldier-like 1 and with 
what accuracy his * first-arm ascends the hiiy towards his 
enemy P 

The intensity of his feelings prevented Major Lincoln from 
replying, and the other soon forgot that he had spoken, in the 
overwhelming anidety of the moment The advance of the 
British line, so beautiful and slow, resembled rather the ordered 
steadiness of a drill, than an approach to a deadly struggle. 
Their standards fluttered proudly above them ; and there were 
moments when the wild music of their bands was heard rising 
on the air, and tempering the ruder sounds of the artillery. 
The young and thoughtless in their ranks turned their fiEu:es 
backward, and smiled ezultingly, as they beheld steeples^ roo&, 
masts, and heights, teeming with their thousands of eyes, bent 
on the show of their bright array. As the British lines moved 
in open view of the little redoubt, and began slowly te gather 
around its different faces, gun after gun became silent, and the 
curious artillerist, or tired seaman, hiy extended on his heated 
piece, gazing in mute wonder at the spectacle. There was just 
then a minute when the roar of the cannonade seemed passing 
%way like the rumbling of distant thunder. 

" They will not fight, lincoln,'' said the animated leader at 
the side of Lionel : '^ the military front of Howe has chilled 



LIONEL LINCOLN. 22) 

the hearts of the knaves, and our victory will be blood- 
less !" 

** We shall see, sir — vm shall see P' 

These words were barely uttered, when platoon afiber platoon, 
among the British, delivered its fire, the blaze of mnsketry 
flashing swifUy around the brow of the hill, and was immedi- 
ately followed by heavy volleys that ascended irom the orchard. 
Btill no answering sound was heard from the Americans, 
and the royal troops were soon lost to the eye, as they slowly 
marched into the white cloud whidi their own fire had alone 
created. 

** They are cowed, by heavens— the dogs are cowed I" once 
more cried the gay companion of Lionel, '^ and Howe is within 
two hundred feet of them, unharmed !^ 

At that instant a sheet of flame glanced through the smoke, 
like lightning playing in a cloud, while at one report a thousand 
muskets were added to the uproar. It was not altogether &ncy 
which led Lionel to imagine that he saw the smoky canopy of 
the hill to wave, as if the trained warriors it enveloped faltered 
before this close and appalling discharge ; but, in another in- 
stant, the stimulating war-cly, and the loud shouts of the com- 
batants, were borne across the strait to his ears, even amid the 
horrid din of the combat. Ten breathless minutes flew by like 
a moment of time, and the bewildered spectators on Copp's 
were still gazing intently on the scene, when a voice was raised 
among them, shouting — 

" Hurrah ! let the rake-hellies go up to Breed's — ^the people 
will teach 'em the law !" 

" Throw the rebel scoundrel from the hill I Blow him from 
the muzzle of a gun !** cried twenty soldiers in a breath. 

^Holdr exclaimed lionel: '^'tis a simpleton, an idiot, a fool!" 

But the angry and savage murmurs as quickly subsided, and 
were lost in other feelings, as the bright>red lines of the royal 
troops were seen issuing from the smoke, waving and recoiling 
before the still vivid fire of their enemies. 
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** Ha I" said Burgoyne ; " 'tis some feiiit to draw the rebdli 
from their hold !** 

" 'Tis a palpable and disgraoeful retreat I** mistered the stem 
warrior nigh him, whoee truer eje deiteotM. at a glanoe the dia- 
comfitnre of the hssailanta. ^Tia an6tlie^:h»<le Retreat before 
Uierebelar j 

"^ Hurrah P shonfed the reoblefla ohangeHi^: dgnn } ^ there 
come the regulars out (^ th^ mrdsalti^ too 1 See the granmes 
skolking behind the Mlnal Let them go on: to Breed's — ^the 
people will teadh 'em the law r 

No cry of vengeance preceded the act this time, but fifty of 
the soldiery rushed, as by a oommoti impulse, on ihdi^ prey. 
Lionel had not time to uttdri a word of remonstraneeyb^ore Job 
appeared in the air, borne on the uplifted arms of a dOsen men, 
and at the next instant he waa fteeu rolUi^ down the ateep.de- 
diviiy, with a Telocity that i^unML him- to the watei^s' edge. 
Springing to his feet, the undaunted ^h^i^Ung onoe Inore 
waved his hat in triumph, and sboiit^ fcfrth again }a& offensive 
challenge. Then turning, he launched his canoe from its 
hiding-place among the adjacent Imnber^ amid' a shower of 
stones, and glided acroda the sti^t; his little bto^lt escaping un- 
noticed in the. crowd of boats ihat wer^. rowing in all direo* 
tions. But his progress was watch^ by the uneasy eye of 
Lionel, who saw him land and dist^pear, with hasty steps, in 
the silent streets of the town. 

While this trifling by-play was enacting, ihe great drama of 
the day was not at a stand. The smoky veil, .which dung 
around the brow of the eminence, was lifted by the. air, aind 
sailed heavily' a^ay to the sotithWestj leaifSng the: scene of the 
bloody akruggle again open to the view. ' .'Licmeriwitiiessed the 
grave «nd meaning glances which the two li^ut^{t)its of the 
king exchanged as they simultaneously turned their gliijsses 
from th(B fatal spot, and, taking the cme'pr^ffei^ by Burgoyne, 
he read their explanation in th^ numbers of the dead that lay 
profusely scattered in front of the redoubt. At this instant, ab 
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offioer from the. field held aa earneat eooununicatiou with the 
two leaders ; when,, haying delivered his orders^ he husteued 
back toJbis bbat, like ic»ie who felt himself employed in matters 
of life and death. 

^ It shall be done, sir," repeated Clinton, as the other depart- 
ed, ius own honest brow sternly knit under l^gh martial exdte- 
mentb ^The artill^ hare their: ord^i's^ and the wprk will be 
acoomplished without diBlay." 

^ This, Maj<» Lmcohi," cried hismore sophisticated compan- 
ion, ''this is one of the trying duties of the soldier I To fight, 
to bleed^ or ev^ to: die, for his prince, is bis happy privilege ; 
but it is sometimes his. unfortunate lot to become the instirum^Qt 
of vengeance." 

Lionel waited but a moment for an explanation : the flaming 
bails were soon seen taking their wide circuit in the air, and 
carrying their desolation among the close and inflammable 
roofii of the opposite iown. In a veiy few minutes^ a dense, 
black smoke arose from the deserted buildings, and forked 
fiames played actively along the heated shingles, as though 
riothig in their umnolested possession of the place. He regard- 
ed the gathering destruction in painful siienoe ; and^ on bend- 
ing his looks towards his compaxiions, he fancied, notwithstand- 
ing the language of the other, that he r^ the deepest regret 
in the isvarted eye of him who had so unhesitatingly uttered 
the fatal nuindate to destroy. 

In scenes like these we are attempting to dissciibe, hours ap- 
pear to be minute^ and time flies as imperceptibly as life slides 
from beneath the feet of age. The disordered ranks of the 
British. had been arsested. at the base of the hiU, and wore 
again forming under ihie eyes. of their leaders, with admirable 
discipline, and eztracffdinary care. Fresh battalions, from Bos- 
ton, marched with high military pride -into the line, and every 
thing betokened that a second assault was at hand. When the 
moment of stupid amazement which succeeded the retreat of 
the royal itwyjps had passed, the troops and batteries poured out 
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Uieir wrath with tenfold fury <m their enemies. Shot were in 
ceesantly glandn^ up the gentle accliTit7,nuidljploughing acroei 
its grassy sur&oe, while black and tiireatening shells appeared 
to hover above the work, like the monsters of the «r,. about tu 
stoop upon their prey. 

Still all lay quiet and immovable within the low mounds Oa 
earth, as if none there had a stake in the issue of the bloody 
day. For a few moments only, the tall figure of an aged man 
was seen slowly moving along the summit of the rampart, 
calmly regarding the dispositions of the English general ia the 
more distant part of his Hue, and after exchanging a few words 
with a gentleman, who joined him in his dangerous lookout, 
they disappeared together behind the grassy banks. lionel 
soon detected the name of Prescott df Pepperel, passing through 
the crowd in low murmurs, and his glass did not deceive him 
when he thought, in the smaller of the two, he had himself 
descried the graceful person of the unknown leader of the 
" caucus." 

All eyes were now watching the advance of the battalions, 
which once more drew nigh the point of ofMiteBtb The heads 
of the columns were already in view of their enemies, when a 
man was seen swiftly ascending the hill from the burning town: 
he paused amid the peril, on the natural glacis, and swung his 
hat triumphantly, and Lionel even fancied he heard the exult- 
ing cry, as he recognized the ungainly form oi the simpleton, 
before it plunged into the work. 

The right of the British once more disappeared in the or- 
chard, and the columns in front of the redoubt again opened 
with all the imposing exactness of their high discipline. Their 
arms were already glittering in a line with the green fiices of the 
mound, and Lionel heard the experienced warrior at his sid« 
murmuring to himself — 

" Let him hold his fire, and he will go in at the point of the 
bayonet I" 

But the trial was too great for even the practised courage of 



LIOhSL LINCOLN. .231 

llio rojal troops. Volley sucoeeded volley, and in a few mo- 
ments they luul again curtained their ranks behind the misty 
Bkreen produced by their own jEure. Then eame the terrible 
fiash from the redoubt, and the eddying volumes from the ad- 
verse hosts rolled into one cloud, envelojung the combatants in 
its folds, as if to conceal their bloody work from the spectators. 
Twenty times, in the short space of as many minutes, Major 
Lino^ fsmcied he heard the incessant roll of the American 
musketry die away before the heavy and regular volleys of the 
troops ; and then he thought the sounds of the latter grew more 
&int, and were given at longer intervals. 

The result, however, was soon known. The heavy bank of 
smoke, which now even cluug along the ground, was broken in 
fifty places ; and the disordered masses of the British were seen 
driven before their deliberate foes in wild confusion. The flash- 
ing swords of the officers in vain attempted to arrest the torrent^ 
nor did the flight cease, with many of the regiments, until they 
had even reached their boats. At this moment a hum was 
heard in Boston, like the sudden rush of wind, and men gazed 
in each other's faces with undisguised amazement. Here and 
there a low sound of exultation escaped some unguarded lip, 
and many an eye gleamed with a triumph that could no longer 
be suppressed. Until this moment the feelings of Lionel had 
vacillated between the pride of country and his military spirit; 
but, losing all other feelings in the latter sensation, he now 
looked fiercely about him, as if he would seek the man who 
dare exult in the repulse of his comrades. The poetic chieftain 
was still at his side, biting his nether lip in vexation ; but his 
more tried companion had suddenly disappeared. Another 
quick glance fell upon his missing form in the act of entering a 
boat at the foot of the hill. Quicker than thought Lionel was 
6n the shore, crying, as he flew to the water's edge — 

** Hold I for God's sake, hold I Remember the 47th is m the 
field, and that I am its major !" 

''Receive him," said Clinton, with that grim isatisfaotion with 
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which men acknowledge a valued friend in momeuts of great 
trial ; ^ and then row for your lives, or, what is of more value, 
for the honor of the British name.'' 

The biain of laonel whirled as the boat shot along its watery 
bed, but before it had gained the middle of the stream he had 
time to consider the whole of the appalling scene. The fire 
had spread from house to house, and the whole village of 
Oharlestown, with its foiv hundred buildings, was just bursting 
into flames. The air seemed filled with whistling balls, as they 
hurtled above his head, and the black sides of the vessels of war 
were vomiting their sheets of flame with unwearied industry. 
Amid this tumult, the English general and his companions 
sprung to land. The former rushed into the disordered ranks, 
and by his presence and voice Tecalled the men of one regiment 
to their duty. But long and loud appeals to their spirit and 
their ancient fame were necessary to restore a moiety of their 
former confidence to men who had been thus rudely repulsed, 
and who now looked along their thinned and exhausted ranks, 
missing, in many instances, more than half the well-known 
countenances of their fellows. In the midst of the fidtering 
troops stood their stem and unbending chief; but <tf all those 
gay and gallant youths, who followed in his tnun as he had de- 
parted from Province House that morning, not one remained, 
but in his blood. He alone seemed undiaburbed in that dis- 
ordered crowd ; and his mandates went forth as usual, calm and 
determined. At length the panic, in some degree, subsided, 
and order was once more restored as the high-fipuited and 
mortified gentlemen of the detachment regained their lost au- 
thorily. 

The leaders consulted together, apart, and the dis)>ontious 
were immediately renewed for the assault. Military show was 
no longer affected^'but the soldiers laid down all the uitolesis im- 
plements of their trade, and many ev^n cast aside :thtit outer 
garments, under the warmth of a broiling sun, added to tile 
heat of the conflagration, which began to diffuse itself along 
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the extremity of the peninsula. Fresh companies were placed 
m the colmnns, and niost of the troops were withdrawn from the 
meadows, leaving merely a few skirmishers to amuse the Ameri- 
cans who lay behind the fence. When each disposition was 
completed, the final ngnal was given to advance. 

Lionel had taken post in his regiment, but marching on the 
skirt of the column, he commanded a view of most of the 
scene of battle. In his front moved a battalion, reduced to a 
handful of men in the previous assaults. Behind these came a 
party of the marine guards, from the shipping, led by their own 
veteran major ; and next followed the dejected Nesbitt and his 
corps, amongst whom Lionel looked' in vain for thid features of 
the good-natured Polwarth. Similar colunms marched on their 
right and left; encirding three sides of the redoubt by their 
battalions. 

A few minutes brought him in fiill view of that humble and 
unfinished mbund of earth, for the possession of which so much 
blood had that day been spilt in vain. It lay, as before, still as 
if none breathed within its bosom, though a terrific row of dark 
tubes were arrayed along its top, following the movements of 
the approaching columns, as the eyes of the imaginary charmers 
of our own wilderness are said to watch their victims. As the 
uproar of the artiUery again grew feinter, the crash of falling 
streets, and the appalling sounds of the conflagration on their 
left, became more audible. Immense volumes of black mnoke 
issued from the smouldering ruins, and, b^Uyin^ outward, fold 
beyond fdd, it overhung the work in a hideous cloud, lasting 
its gloomy shadow across the place of blood. 

A strong column was now seen ascending, ais if from out the 
burning town, and the advance of the whole became quick and 
spirited. A low call rah through the platoons, to note the naked 
weapons of their adversaries, and it was followed by the cry of 
«*To the bayonet I to the bayometP 

<* Hurrah 1 for the Royal'Irifli P* shouted MTuse, at the head 
of the dark column from the conflagration. 
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" Hurrah 1" echoed a well-known voice from the silent 
mound ; ^^ let them come on to Breed's ; the people will teach 
'em the law r* 

Men think at such moments with the rapidity of lightning, 
and Lionel had even fancied his comrades in possession of the 
work, when the terrible stream of fire flashed in the faces of the 
jnen in front 

" Push on with the ^th," cried the veteran major of ma- 
rines — " push on, or the ISth will get the honor of the day I" 

"We cannot," murmured the soldiers of the ^th; "their 

fire is too heavy l" 

" Then break, and let the marines pass through you !" 

The feeble battalion melted away, and the warriors of the deep, 
trained to conflicts of hand to hand, sprang forward, with a 
loud shout, in their places. The Americans, exhausted of their 
ammunition, now sunk sullenly back, a few hurling stones at 
their foes in desperate indignation. The cannon of the British 
had been brought to enfilade their short breastwork, which was 
no longer tenable ; and as the columns approached closer to the 
low rampart^ it became a mutual protection to the adverse 
parties. 

" Hurrali I £c>x the Royal Irish I" again shouted MTuse, rush- 
ing up the trifling ascent, which was but of little more than his 
own height. 

" Hurrah !" repeated Pitcairn, waving his sword on another 
angle of the work — ^ the day's our own I" 

One more sheet of flame issued out of the bosom of the work, 
and ^ those brave men, who had emulated the examples of 
their officers, were swept away, as though a whirlwind had 
passed along. The grenadier gave his war-cry once more, be- 
fore he pitched headlong among his enemies; while Pitcairn 
fell back into the arms of his own child, l^e cry of ' Forward, 
4'7th,' rung through their ranks, and in their turn this veteran 
battalion gallantly mounted the ramparts. In the shallow ditdi 
Uonel passed the expiring marine, and caught the dying seoif 



LIONEL LINCOLN. 235 

despairing look from his eyes, and in another instant lie found 
himself in the presence of his foes. As company followed com- 
pany into the defenceless redoubt, the Americans sullenly retired 
by its rear, keeping the bayonets of the soldiers at bay with 
clubbed muskets and sinewy arms. When the whole issued 
upon the open ground, the husbandmen received a close and' 
Gital fire from the battalions, which were now gathering aroimd 
them on three sides. A scene of wild and savage confusion 
then succeeded to the order of the fight, and many htal blows 
were given and taken, the m^lee rendering the use of firearms 
nearly impossible for several minutes. 

Lionel continued in advance, pressing on the footsteps of the 
retiring foe, stepping over many a lifeless body in his difficult 
progress. Notwithstanding the hurry, and vast disorder of the 
fray, his eye fell on the form of the graceful stranger, stretched 
lifeless on the parched grass, which had greedily drank his blood. 
Amid the ferocious cries, and fiercer passions of the moment, 
the young man paused, and glanced his eyes around him witih 
an expression that said, he thought the work of death should 
cease. At this instant the trappings of his attire caught the 
glaring eyeballs of a dying yeoman, who exerted his wasting 
strength to sacrifice one more worthy victim to the manes of his 
countrymen. The whole of the tumultuous scene vanished 
from the senses of Lionel at the fiash of the musket of this man, 
and he sunk beneath the feet of the combatants, insensible of 
further triumph, and of every danger. 

The fall of a single officer, in such a contest, was a circum- 
stance not to be regarded; and regiments passed over him, 
without a single man stooping to inquire into his fate. When 
the Americans had disengaged themselves from the troops, they 
descended into the little hollow between the two hills, swiftly, 
and like a disordered crowd, bearing ofi* most of their wounded, 
and leaving but few prisoners in the hands of their foes. The 
formation of the ground fistvored their retreat, as hundreds of 
bullets whistled harmlessly above their heads ; and by the time 
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they gained the acclivity of Bunker, distance was added to their 
security. Finding the Md lost, the men at the fence broke 
away in a body from their position, and abandoned the mead- 
ows; the whole moving in confused masses behind the crest of 
the adjacent height The shouting soldiery followed in their 
footsteps, pouring in fruitless and distant volleys-; but on the 
summit of Bimker their tired platoons were halted, and they 
beheld the throng move fearlessly through the tremendous fire 
that enfiladed the low pass, as little injured as though most of 
them bore charmed lives. 

The day was now drawing to a close. With the disappear- 
ance of their enemies, the ships and batteries ceased their can- 
nonade ; and presetitly not a musket was heard in that place, 
where so 'fierce a contest had so long raged. The troops com- 
menced fortifying the outward eminence, on which they rested, 
in order to maint^n their barren c6nq^€»st ; and nothmg further 
remained for the achievement 6( the royal lieut^ants, but to go 
and mourn over their victory. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

**8be apddks, yet she tayt nothln;: wbat of OmI ? 
Her eye disoQnrses— I will mnswer it." 

BOMBO.' 

Although the battle of Bunker Hill was fought "wbile the 
^graas yet lay. on the meadows, the heats of summer bad been 
fdlowed by the nippmg frosts of November; the leaf had 
fallen in its hour^ and the tempests and biting colds of february 
had succeeded, befor6 Major lincoln left that couch where 
he had been, laid, when carriedr^in total helplessness, from tbe 
fiital hdlghts of the peninsula. Throughout the whole of that 
long period, the hidden bullet had defied the utmost skill of the 
British surgeons; nor could all iheir science and experience 
embolden them to risk cutting certain arteries and tendons in 
the body of the heir of Lincobi, which were thought to ob- 
struct the passage to tliat obstinate lead, which, all agreed, 
alone impeded the recovery of the un£[>rtunate sufferer. This 
indecision was one of the penalties tbat poor.Iioaiel paid for 
his greatness ; for had it been Meriton who lihgered, instead of 
his mastery it is quite probable the case would have been deter> 
mined at a much earlier hour. At length, a young and enter- 
prising leech, with the world before him, arrived from Europe, 
who, possessing greater skill or more efirontery (the effects are 
sometimes the same) than his fellows, did not hesitate to decide 
at once on the expediency of an operaticm. The medical stafi 
of the army sneered at this bold innovator, and at first were 
content with such silent testimonials of their contempt But 
when the friends of the patient, listening, as usual, to the whis- 
perings of hope, consented that the confident man of probes 
should use his instruments, the voices of his contemporaries 
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became not only loud, but clamorous. There was a day or two 
when even the watch-worn and jaded subalterns of the aiiny 
forgot the dangers and hardships of the siege, to attend with 
demure and instructed countenances to the unintelligible jargon 
of the* " Medici " of their camp ; and men grew pale, as they 
listened, who had never been known to exhibit any symptoms 
of the disgraceful passion before their more acknowledged ene- 
mies. But when it became known that the ball was safely ex- 
tracted, and the patient was pronounced convalescent^ a calm 
succeeded, that was much more portentous to the human race 
than the preceding tempest ; and in a short time the darii^ 
jHTfiictitioner was universally acknowledged to be the founder 
of a new theory. The degrees of M. D. were showered upon 
his honored head from half the learned bodies in Christendom, 
while many of his enthusiastic, admirers and imitators became 
justly entitled to the use of the same magical symbols, as aih- 
n^nnents to their patronymics, with the addition of the first 
letter in the alphabet. The ancient reasoning was altered to 
suit the modem facts, and before the war was ended, some 
thousands of the servants of the crown, and not a few of the 
patriotic colonists, were thought to have died, scientifically, 
under die &vor of this important discovery. 

We might devote a chapter to the minute promulgation of 
such an event, had not more recent philosophers long since 
upset the practice (in which case the theory seems to fall, as a 
matter of course), by a renewal of those bold adventures, which 
teach us^ occasionally, something new in the anatomy of man ; 
as in the science of geography, the sealers of New England 
have been able to discover Terra Australia, where Gook saw 
nothing but water ; or Parry finds veins and arteries in that 
part of the American continent which had so long been thought 
to consist of worthless cartilage. 

Whatever may have been the efiects of the operation on the 
surgical science, it was healthful, in the first degree, to its sub- 
ject For seven weary months Lionel lay in a state in which 
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he miglit be said to exist, instead of live, but little conscious of 
surrounding occurrences; and, happily for himself^ nearly in- 
sensible to pain and ansdety. At moments the flame of life 
would apparently glimmer like the dying lamp, and then both 
the fears and hopes of his. attendants were disappointed, as the 
patient dropped again into that state of apathy in which so 
much, of his -time was wasted. From an erroneous opinion of 
his master's sufferings, Meriton had been induced to make a 
free use of soporifics, and no small part of Lionel's insensibility 
was produced by an excessive use of that laudanum, for which 
he was indebted to the mistaken humanity of his valet. At the 
moment of the operation, the adventurous surgeon had availed 
himself of th^ same stupefying drug, and many days of dull, 
heavy, and alarming apathy succeeded, before his system, find^ 
ing itself relieved from its unnatural inmate, resiuned its health- 
ful functions, and began to renew its powers. By a «ingular 
good fortune, his leeoh was too much occupied by his own nov^ 
honors, to follow up his success, Hcundem extern, as a great 
general pushes a victory to the utmost ; and that matchless 
doctor. Nature, was permitted to complete the cure. 

When the effects of the anodjnes had subsided, the patient 
found himself entirely free from uneasiness, and dropped into a 
sweet and refreshing sleep, that lasted for many hours without 
interruption. He awoke a new man ; with his body renovated, 
his head clear, and his recollections, though a litde confused 
and wandering, certunly bett^ than they had been since the 
moment when he fell in ^e tin^Ue on Breed's. This restoration 
to all the nobler properties of life occurred about the tenth 
hour of the day ; and as Lionel opened his eyes, "with under 
standing in their expression, they fell upon a cheerfulness which 
a bright sun, assisted by the dazzling light of the masses of 
snow without, had lent to every object in his apartment The 
curtains of the windows had been opened, and every article of 
the furniture was arranged with a neatness that manifested tlte 
studied care which presided over his illness. In one comer, it 
45 



240 LIONEL LIKCOL^. 

is true, Meiiton had established himself in an easy-chair, with an 
arrangement of attitude which spoke more in favor of his con- 
sidehitioii for the valet than the master, while he was comfort- 
ing his faculties for a night of watchfulness, by the sweety be- 
cause stolen, slumbers of the morning. 

A flood of recoUections broke into the mind of Lionel to- 
getheif, and it was some UtUe time before he could so fax sep 
arate the true from the imaginary, as to attain a tolerably cleai 
comprehension of what had occurred in the little age he had 
been dozing. Raising, himself <m one elbow, without difficulty, 
he parsed his hiuid. once or twice slowly over his &ce, and then 
trusted his voice in a summons to his man. Meriton started at 
the well-known sounds, 9od after diligently rubbing his eyes, 
like one who awakes by swprise, he arose and gave the cus- 
tomary reply, 

"How BQW, Meriton r exclaimed Maj(»r Lincoln ; "you sleep 
as sound as a recruit gsl post, and I suppose you have been sta- 
tioned like one, with twice-told orders to be vi^lant*^ 

The valet stood with opext mouth, as if ready to devour his 
master's words with more senses than one; and then, as Lionel 
concluded, passed his haiids in quick succession over, his eyes, 
as before, though with a very different object, ere he an- 
swered— ^ 

" Thank God, sir, thank God ! you look like yomself once 
more, and we shall live again as we used to. Yes, yes, sir — 
you'll do now — ^youll do this time. That's a miracle of a man, 
is the great Lon'non smtgeon ! and now we shall go back to 
Soho, and live like dvilizers. Thank God, sir, thank God I you 
smile again; and I hope if any thing should go wrong, you'll 
86on be able to give me one of those awliil looks that I am so 
used to, and which makes my heart jump into my mouth, when 
I know Tve been forgetful I" 

The poor fellow, in whom long service had created a deep 
attachment to his master, which had been greatly increased by 
the solicitude of a nurse, was compelled to cease his tiiiccn- 
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nected expressions of joy, while be actually wept Lionel was 
too much affected by this evidence of feeling, to contintie the 
dialogue, for several minutes ; during which time he employed 
himself in putting on part of his attire, assisted by the gulping 
valet, when, drawing his robe-de-chambre around his person, 
he leaned on the shoulder of his man, and took the seat which 
tho other had so recently quitted. 

** Well, well, Meriton, that will dO)" said Lionel, giving a 
deep hem, as though his breathing was obstructed ; ^ that will 
do, silly fellow ; I trust I shall live to give yoti many a frown, 
and some few guineas, y^ I have been shot, I know — ^ 

**Shot,fflrr' interrupted the videt— "you have been down- 
right and unlawfully murdered I you were first shot, and then 
baggoneted, and after that a troop of horse rode over you. I 
had it from one of the Royal Irish, who lay by your side the 
whole time, and who now lives to tell of it ; a good honest fel- 
low is Terence ; and if such a thing was possible that your 
honor was poor enough to heed a pension, he would cheerfully 
swear to your hurts at the King's Bench, or War Office ; Bride- 
well, or Bt. Jame&'s ; it^s all one to the like of him." 

" I dare say, I dare say," said Lionel, smiling, though he 
mechanically passed his hand over his body, as his valet spoke 
of the bayonet — " but the poor fellow must have transferred 
sonie of his own wounds to my person : I own the bullet, but 
object to the cavalry and the steel." 

" No, isir, / own the bullet, and it shall be buried with me in 
my dressing-box, at the head of my grave," said Meriton, ex- 
hibiting the flattened bit of lead, exdtingly, in the palm of his 
hand ; " it has been in my pocket these thirteen days, after tor- 
menting your honor for six long months, hid in the what d'ye 
call 'em muscles, away behind the thingumy artery. But snug 
as it was, we got it out ! He is a miracle, is the great Lon'non 
aurgeon P 

Lionel reached over to his purse, which Meriton had placed 
r^ularlyon the table, each morning, in order to remove it 

11 
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agaiii at night, and, dropping iseveral guineas in tihe hand i^ bis 
valet^ said — 

^ So much lead must need some gold to sweeten it Put up 
the unseemly thing, and never let me see it again P 

Meriton cooLy took the opposing metals, and after gtancing 
Ids: eyes at the jguineas, with a readiness that embraoed their 
amount in a single look, he dropped them carelessly into one 
pooket^ whSe he restored the lead to the other with an exceed- 
ing attention. to ita pi^eservation. He tb^n turned his band to 
the customary duties of bis station. T . i 

'^ I remember irell to bate been in a fight oh the heights: of 
Charlestown, even to the inst^t when.! got my hurt," continued 
nis master ; 'Vand I evai teoollect matiy things that bare occur« 
red Mnoe ; a petiod whidi .appeaiB Vik» i whole life to me. Bui 
after ^ Meriton, I believe, my ideas:baYQ not been'remarkable 
for their deamess*'' 

'^Loid, sir, you have talked to me, abd spolded 'me, and 
praised ine^ a hundred Isind a hundred itimes -over again ; but 
you bare never scolded iis sharp like as you can, nor bare you 
ever spoken and looked as bright as jrou do this mommgr 

^ I am in the bouse of Hits. L^chmere,'^ agaijr contintied li- 
oilel, examining the* room; I know this apartment and those 
private doors too well to be mistaken.'^ 

^ To be sure you are^ sir ; Madam Lecbmere bad yoii brought 
here from the field to her own bouse, and one of the best it is 
in Bostdn, t6o : and I expect that madam would some how k)se 
her title to it^ if aiiy thing aeriiCMis should happen to ns I'^ 

"Sudb. as a bay<Hiet, or a ttoop of bor^i but why do you 
fSincy any sudi thing !" 

^Because, sir, whien madam comes hei» of an aflemoon, 
which she did daily, before she sickened, I heard ber yery 6ften 
lay to herself if you should be so unfortunate as to die, there 
would be an end to all her hopes of her house.'' 

^Theti it is Mrs. Lechmere who visits me daily,^ said lioilel, 
thoughtfully ; " I have recollections of a female form boveritig 
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around my bed, tboiigh I had supposed it more youthful and 
active than that of my aunt" . 

''And you are quite right, sir; you have had such a nurse 
the whole time as is seldom to be met with. For making a 
posset or a gniel, I'll match her with the oldest woman in. the 
wards of Guy's; and, to my taste, the b^ bar-keeper at the 
Lon'npn is a fool to her at a negus." 

^ These are high accomplishments, indeed 1 and who may be 
dieir mistress r 

*^ Miss Agnus, sir ; a rase good nurse is Miss AgdusDanforth 1 
though in p<Mn]b of regard io. the tiioops, I shouldn't presume to 
call her at all distinguishable " 

^Miss Danfor^** repeatidd Lionel, dropping his e3^[>ecting 
eyes, in disappointment, from the fiice of Meriton to the floor; 
^ I hope she has not sustained all this trouble on my account 
alone? Ihere are -women enough in the ' establishineht : one 
w<ndd tiiink such offices might be borne by the domestics ; in 
shorty Meriton, was she without an aasiBtant in: all these little 
kindnesses?" 

^ / h^ped her, you know, sir, all I could ;/£hottgh my ne- 
guses never touch the right spot, like Miss Agnus V^ 

"^ One would thinly by your accoimt, that I have done little 
else than guzzle port wine for' eax months,'' said Lionel, pet- 
tishly/ 

''Lord, sir, you wouldn' t drink a thimblefull from a glass, 
often ; which I always took for a bad symptom ; for Vm certain 
'twas no &ult of the liquor, if it wasn't diiink." 

** Well, enough of your favorite beverage I I sicken at the 
name already. But, Meritor, have not others of my friends * 
called to inquire after my ^Evte ?" 

*• Certainly, sir : the oommand^-in-chief sends an aid ot a 
servant every day ; and Lord Percy left his card more than — ^ 

" Poh I these are calls of courtesy. But I have relatives in 
Bcvstoii— Miss Dynevor, has she left the town t" 

" No, sir," said the valet^ very coolly resuming the duty of 
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arranging tike vials on the night-table : ^ she is not much of a 
moving body, is that Miss Cecil." 

" She is not ill, I trust ?" demanded Lionel. 

" Lord, it goes through me, part joy and part fear, to hear you 
speak again so quick and brisk, sir I No, she isn't downright 
ailing, but she hasn't the life and knowledge of things, as her 
cousin, Miss Agnus," 

" Why do you think so, fellow ?" 

^' Because, sir, she is mopy, and don't turn her hand to any 
of the light lady's work in the fifuavly* I have seen her sit in 
that very chair, where you are now, sir, for hours together, 
without moving ; unless it was some nervous start when, you 
groaned, or breathed a little upward through your honor's nose. 
I have taken it into my consideration, sir, that she poetizes ; at 
ail events, she hkes what I calls quietude." 

^ Indeed I" said Lionel, pursuing the conversation with ^n in* 
terest that would have struck a more observant man as remark- 
able. "' What reason hare you for suiq>ecting Miss Dynevor of 
manufacturing rhymes ?" 

" ii^cause, sir, she has oflten a bit of paper in her hand ; and 
I have seen her read the same thing oyer and over again, till 
I'm sure she must know it by heart; which your poetizers al- 
ways do with what they writes." 

" Perhaps it was a letter ?" cried Lionel, with a quickness 
that caused Meriton to drop a vial he was dusting, at the ex- 
pense of its contents. 

^ Bless me, Master Lionel, how strong, and like old times, you 
speak !" 

^ I believe I am amazed to find you know so much of the di- 
vine art, Meritdn." 

" Practice makes perfect, you know, sir," said the simpering 
valet '* I can't say I ever did much in lihat way, though J 
wrote some verses on a pet pig, as died down at Rayenscliffe, 
the last time we was there ; and I got considerable eclaw for a 
few lines on a vase which Lady Bab's woman Inroke one day, in 
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a scuffle, when the foolish creature said as I wanted to kiss her ; 
though all that knows me, knows that I needn^t break vases to 
get kisses £rom the like of her I" 

•< Very well,** said Lionel : " some day, when I am stronger 
I may fike to be indulged with a perusal. Go now, Meriton, to 
the larder, and look about you : I feel the symptoms of return- 
ing health grow strong upon me^" 

The gratified valet instantly departed, leaving his master to 
the musings of his own busy &ncy. . 

Several minutes passed away before the young man raised his 
head from the hand that supported it, and then it was only done 
when he thought he heard a light footstep near him. His ear 
had not deceived him, for Cecil Dynevor herself stood within a 
few feet of the chair, which concealed, in a great measure, his 
person from her view. It was apparent, by her attitude and her 
tread, that she expected to find the sick where she had seen him 
last, and where, for so many dreaty months, his listless form had 
been stietehed in apathy. Lionel followed her graceful move- 
ments with his eyes, and as the airy band of her morning-cap 
waved aside at her own breathing, he discovered the unnatural 
paleness that was seated on her speaking features. But when 
she drew the folds of the bed-curtains, and missed the invalid, 
thought is not' quicker than the motion with which she turned 
her light person towards the chair. Here she encountered the 
eyes of the young man, beaming on her with delight, and ex- 
pressing all that animation and intelligence, to which they had 
so long been strangers. Yielding to the surprise and the gush 
of her feelings, Cecil flew to his feet, and clasping one of his ex- 
tended hands in both her own, she cried — 

" Lionel, dear Lionel, you are better ! God be praised, you 
iook well again I" 

Lionel gently extricated his hand from the warm and un- 
guarded pressure of her soft fingers, and drew forth a papei 
which she had unconsciously committed to his keeping. 

" This, dearest Cecil," he whispered to the blushing maiden^ 
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'^ this is my own letter, written when I knew mj life to bo at 
immineiit hazard, and speaking the purest thoughts of mj heart. 
Tell me, then, it has not be.en thus kept for n6ihing S" 

Cecil dropped her face between her ha^nds for amcment, in 
burning shame, and then, as all the.emotiQtis of the moment 
crowded around her heart, she yielded to th^xn.a^ a woman, and 
burst into a paroxysm of tears. It is needless to dwefl on those 
consoling and seducing speeches of the young itian, which soon 
succeeded in luring his companion not only from her sobs, but 
eren from her confusion, and permitted her to raise her beauti- 
ful countenance to his ar^^t gaze, bright and confiding as his 
fondest wi^es could h^ye rna^e it. ; 

The letter of Lionel was too direct, not to liave her pride, !and 
it had been too o^n perused foe a sin^e sehtence to be soon 
forgotten. Be^des, Cecil had watched over his couch too fondly 
and too long, to indulge in my <xf those little ooquetrieiB i^hich 
are sometimes met with in similaif scenes She said all' that an 
affectionHite, generous, and modedt female would say on nich an 
occasion ; and it is certain that, well as Lionel looked on waking, 
the little she uttered hiA the effect to'improre his: appearance 
l^oftE^d. ; * 

" Alid. ypu re<5eiv6d: ipy letter (m the momiiig after the bat- 
dej^' said Lionel^ leaning fondly over her, as she still, iincon- 
sdoilsly, kneeled by his side.. 

" Yes — yes : it was y<>ur order that' it should be sent: to me 
only in case of your death ; but for more than a iinonth you 
were numbered as among. the dead by us all. Oh! what a 
Qionth was that r ' : ' 

" 'Tis past, my sweet friend, and, God be praised, 1 may now 
look forward to health and ha{)piBe88." 

^' God be praised, indeed I'' murmured Cecil, the tears again 
roshing to her eyes. '* I would nc^ Hve that m(mth ovi^ again, 
Lionel, for all that this world c^ Ofier 1" . 

" Dearest Cecil," he teplied, " I can only repay this kindness 
and suffering on my account^ by shielding you frpm the rude 
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contact of the world, even as your father would protect you, 
were he again in being.'' 

She looked up in hi& face with all the soul of a woman's con- 
fidence beaming in her eyes, as she answered — 

" You will, Lincoln, I know you will : you have sworn it, and 
[ should be a wretch to doubt you." . 

He drew her unresisting form into his arms, and folded her to 
his bosom. In another monient, a noise, like one ascending the 
stairs, was heard through the open door of the room, when all 
the feelings of her sex rushed to the breast of Cecil. She 
sprung on her feet, and, hardly allowing time to the delighted 
Lionel to note the burning tints that suffused her whole face, 
she darted fr6m tiie room tdth the rapidity and lightness of an 
antelope. 



^^^^ ^^> 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

••Dttd, for A dactt, dead." 



While Licnel was in the conftisioii of feeling produced by 
the foregoing scene, the intrader, after a prelude of singularly 
heavy and loud steps, on the floor, as if some one approached 
on crutches, entered by a door opposite to the one through 
which Cecil had so suddenly vanished. At the next moment 
the convalescent was saluted by the fiill, cheerful voice of his 
visitor — 

** God bless you, Leo, and bless the whole of us, for we need 
it I" cried Polwarth, eagerly advancing to grasp the extended 
hands of his fiiend. ** Meriton has told me that you have got 
the true mark of health — a good appetite — at last I >should 
have broken my neck in hurrying up to wish you joy on the 
moment, but I just stepped into the kitchen, without Mrs. Lech- 
mere's leave, to show her cook how to broil the steak they are 
warming through for you — a capital thing after a long nap, and 
full of nutriment — God bless you, my dear Leo : the look of 
your bright eye is as stimulating to my spirits as a West India 
pepper is to the stomach.'^ 

Polwarth ceased shaking the hands of his reanimated friend, 
as with a husky voice he concluded, and turning aside under 
the pretence of reaching a chair, he dashed his hand before his 
eyes, gave a loud hem, and took his seat in silence. During 
the performance of this evolution, Lionel had leisure to observe 
the altered person of the captain. His form, though still ro- 
tund, and even corpulent, was much reduced in dimensions, 
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while, in the place of one of those lower members, with which 
nature famishes the human race, he had been compelled to sub- 
stitute a leg of wood, somewhat inartificially made, and roughly 
shod with iron. This last sad alteration, in particular, attracted 
the look of Major Lincoln, who continued to gaze at it with 
glistening eyes, for some time after the other had established 
himself to his entire satisfaction, in one of the cushioned seate 
of the apartment. J 

** I see my frame-work has caught your eye, Leo," said Pol- 
warth, raising the wooden substitute with an air of affected in« 
difference, and tapping it lightly with his cane. " *Ti8 not as 
gracefully cut, perhaps, as if it had been turned from the 
hands of Master Phidias ; but in a place like Boston, it is an 
invaluable member, inasmuch as it knows neither hunger nor 
cold." 

** The Americans, then, press the town," said Lionel, glad to 
turn the subject, " and maintain the siege with vigor ?" 

" They have kept us in horrible bodily terror, ever since the 
shallow waters towards the main-land have been frozen, and 
opened a path directly into the heart of the place. Their Vir- 
ginian generalissimo, Washington, appeared a short time after 
the affair over on the other peninsula (a cursed business that, 
Leo!), and with him came all the trimmings of a large 
army. Since that time they have worn a more military front, 
though little else has been done, excepting an occasional skir- 
mish, but cooping us up, like so many uneasy pigeons, in our 
cage." 

" And Gage chafes not at the confinement t" 

" Gage I — we sent him off like the soups, months ago. No, 
no — ^the moment the ministry discovered that we had' come to 
our forks, in good earnest, they chose Black Billy to preside : 
and now we stind at bay with the rebels, who have already 
learnt that our leader is not a child at the grand entertainment 
of war." 

" Yes, seconded by such men as Clinton and Burgoyne, and 
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Buj^rted by the flower of our troops, the position can be eanlj 
maintained." 

^ No position can be easily maintained, Major Lincoln," said 
Polwarth, promptly, "in the face of starvation, both internal 
and external." 

" And is the case bo desperate ?" 

" Of that you shall judge yourself my friend. When Parlia- 
ment shut the port of Boston, the colonies were filled with 
grumblers j and now we have opened it, and would be glad to 
see their supplies, the devil a craft enters the harbor willingly ! 
Ah I jMeriton, .you have the st^ak, I see ; put it here, where 
your master can have it at his elbow, and bring another plate — 
I break£asted biit indiffer^tly well this morning* So, we are 
thrown coinpletely on our own resources. But the rebels do 
not let us enjoy even them in peace. This thing is done to a 
tum—h^w charmingly the blood foUows the Imife! They 
have gOQo so &r as to equip privateers, who cut off pur neces- 
saries ; and he is a lucky man who can get a meal like the one 
l>efore iis." 

^ I had not thought the power of th(e Americans could have 
forced matters to such a pass." 

"What I have mentioned, though of vital importance, is not 
half. If a man' is happy enough to obtain the niatenals for a 
good dish — ^you should havjd rubbed a|i onion over these plates, 
Mr. Meritpn — ^he don't know where he iss to find fuel to cook it 
withal." 

" Looking at the comforts with which I am surrounded, my 
good friend, I cannot but fancy your imagination heightens the 
di^ess." . „ 

" Fancy no such silly thing ; for when you get abroad, you 
will fin^ it but tf)0 exa0t In. the article of food, if ; we are not 
reduced, Ukd the n^eii of Jerusalem, tp'eating one < another, we 
are, hiJf the tame, rather worse off, being entireiy destitute of 
wholesome nutriment. Let but an unlucky log float by the 
town among the ice, and go forth and witness the straggling 
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•lid skirmishing between the Yankeies and* our frozen fingers for 
its possession, and you will bedome ai believer I Twill be lucky 
if the water-soaked relic of some wharf should escape without 
a cannonade I I don't tell you these things ais a grumbler, Leo; 
for, thank Qodj I have only half as )nany toes as other men, to 
keep warmth in ; and as for eating, a little will suffice for me, 
oow my corporeal establishment is to sadly reduced** 

Lionel paused in melancholy, as his Mend attempted to jest 
at his miafortune, and then, by a r&cj natui^ tranation, for a 
young man in his situation; he proudly exclaimed — 

"• But we gained the day, Polwarth 1 and drove the rebels 
from their intrenchments, like chaff before awhirl^dndT 

^ Humph r ejaculated the captain, laying his wooden leg 
carefully over its more valuable fellow^ md regarding it rue- 
fully, while he spoke-*-^ had we made a suitable use of the 
bounties of nature, and turned their position, instead of running 
into the jaws of the beast, many might have left the field better 
supplied with appurtenances than are some among us at present. 
But dart William loves a brush, they say, and be enjoyed it, on 
that occasion, to his heart'a conte9t I" 

^ He must be grateful to Clinton for lifi timely j»<esetice T' 

^ Does the devil delight in martyrdom ! The presence of a 
thousand rebels would have been nvore. welqcn);ie^ even at that 
moment ; nor has he smiled once on his good-natured assistant, 
since he thrust himself in that unweloom0 mftuper, betwe^i him 
and his enemy. We had enotigh to think of^ with our dead 
and.wounded, and in midntaining our conquest or something 
more than black looks and unkind eyea would have followed the 
deed." 

^ I fear to inquire into the fortunes of the field, so mai^y names 
of worth must be tfumbered.in the los^'' 

^ Twelve or fifteen hundred men sire not tcf be knocked on 
the head out of such an army, and all the clever fellows escape. 
Gage, I know, calls the loss something like eleven hundred ; 
but, after vaporing so much about the Yankees, their prowess ia 



252 UIOKEL LINCOLN. 

not to be acknowledged in its bloom at once. A man eeldom 
goes on one leg, but be halts a little at first, as I can say from 
experience — put down thirteen, Leo, as a medium, and you'll 
not miscalculate largely : yes, indeed, there were some brave 
young men amongst them ! Those rascally light-footed gentry, 
that I gave up so opportunely, were finely peppered — ^and there 
were the Fusileers had hardly men enough left to saddle their 
goat P* 

^ And the marines I they must have suffered heavily ; I saw 
Fitcaim fall before me," said Lionel, speaking with hei^tation : 
^^ I greatly fear our old comrade, the grenadier, did not escape 
with better fortune." 

"• Mac P exclaimed Pdwarth, casting a furtive glance at his 
companion. ** Ay, Mao was not as lucky in that business as he 
was in Germany — ^he-em — ^Mac — ^had an obstinate way with 
him, Leo; a damn'd obstinate fellow in all military matters.; 
but as generous a heart, and as free in sharing a mess-bill as 
any man in his majesty's service I I crossed the river in the 
same boat with him, and he entertained us with his queer 
thoughts on the art of war. According to Mac's notions of 
things, the grenadiers were to do all the fighting — a damn'd odd 
way with him had Mac T' 

" There are few of us without peculiarities, and I could wish 
that none of them were more ofiensive than the trifling preju- 
dices of poor Delmis M'Fuse." 

" Yes, yes," added Polwarth, hemming violently, as if deter- 
mined to clear his throat at every hazard ; ^ he was a little 
opinionated in trifles, such as a knowledge of war, and matters 
of discipline ; but In all important things as tractable as a child. 
He loved his joke, but it was impossible to have a less difficult 
or more unpretending palate in one's mess ! the greatest evil 
I can wish him is breath in his body, to live and enjoy, in these 

* ThlB regiment, in conseqnenoe of some tradition, kept a goat, with glided boms, 
M a memorial Onoe a jear it celebratM a fbstiTal, lii which the bearded quadruped 
aeted a oonspicaous part In the battle of Banker Hill, the ooipe was dlatiiigalabed 
alike for its oonrage and its losses. 
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bard times, when things become excellent by compuiison, the 
sagacious provision which his own ingenuity contrived to se* 
cure out of the cupidity of our ancient landlord. Mister Seth 



"Then that notable scheme did not entirely M\ to the ground/' 
said Lionel, with a feverish. desire to change the subject once 
more. ^ I had thought the Americans were too vigilant to ad- 
mit the intercourse " 

" Seth has been too sagacious to permit them to obstruct it 
The prices acted like a soporific on his conscience, and by using 
your name, I believe, he has formed some friend of sufficient 
importance amongst the rebels to protect him m his trade. His 
supplies make their appearance twice a week as regularly as the 
meats follow the soups in a well-ordered banquet" 

"You then can communicate with the country, and the coun- 
try with the town 1 Although Washington may wink at the 
proceeding, I should fear the scowl of Howe." 

" Why, in order to prevent suspicions of unfair practices^ and 
at the same time to serve the cause of humanity, so the ex- 
planation reads, you know, our sapient host has seen fit to em- 
ploy a fool as his agent in the intercourse — a fdlow, as you may 
remember, of some notoriety; a certain simpleton, \i^o calls 
himself Job Pray." 

Lionel continued silent for many moments, during which time 
his recoUeotious began to revive, and his thoughts glanced over 
the scenes that occurred in the first months of his residence in 
Boston. It is quite possible that, a painfiil, though still general 
and indefinite feeling mingled with his musings ; for he evidently 
strove to expel some such unwelcome intruder, as he resumed 
the discourse with a strong appearance of forced gayety. 

" Ay, ay, I well remember poor Job — a fellow onoe seen and 
known, not easily to be forgotten. He used, of old, to attach 
himself greatly to my person, but I suppose, like the rest of the 
world, I am neglected when in retirement" 

"You do the lad injustice; he not only makes frequent in- 
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quiriesy after his sloTenly manner I acknowledge, concerning 
your condition, but sometimes he seema better informed in the 
matter than myself and can requite my frequent answers to 
his questions, by imparting, instead of receiving, intelligence of 
your improvement; more especially since the ball has been 
extracted." 

^^ That should be very singul&r, too," said lionel, with a still 
more thoughtful brow. 

^ Not so very remarloble, Leo, as one would at first imagine," 
interrupted his companion : .^ the lad is not wanting in sagadty, 
as he manifested by his choice . of dishes at our old mess-table. 
Ah ! Leo, Leo, we may see inany a discriminating palate, but 
where shall we go. to find another such a fiiend i-^-one who 
could eat and joke — drink and quaizel with a man, in a breath, 
like poor Dennis, who is gone from among us forever I There 
was a piquancy about poor Mac, that acted on the duln^s of 
life like condiments on the natural appetiteT 

Meriton, who was dil%ently brushing his master's coat — ^an 
office that he performed daily, though the^^arment had not been 
worn in so long a period — ^stde a glance at the averted eye of 
the major, and understanding its expression to indicate a deter- 
mined silence, he ventured to maintaan the discourse in his own 
unworthy person. 

^ Yes, sir, a nice gentleman was Captain M^Fiise, and one as 
fought as stoutly for the king as any gendemdn in the isrmy, all 
agrees. It was a thousand pities such a fine figure of a man 
hadn't a better idea of dress : it isn't all, sir, isuB is gifted in' that 
i»ray. Biit everybody says he's a detrijoiehtal loss, though 
thena's some officers iii town who consider so littie how to wear 
their onuunents, that if they were to be shot, I am sure no one 
would miss them." 

" Ah I Meriton,'^ cried the full-hearted: P^lwarth, "J see you 
we a youth of more observation than I had suspected. Mac 
had all the seeds of a man in himj though some of them might 
not have come to maturity. There was a fiavor in his humor, 
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that served as a relish to every conveisatioii in which he inin- 
gled. !Pid you serve the poor fellow up in handsome style, 
MerkoB, for his last worldly exhibition t". ; 

^^ Yes, indeed^ sir : we g^ve him as otoamental a funeral as 
can be seen out of Lon'non« Besid^esUie Boyai Irish, all the 
grenadiers was out; that. is^ all fts wasn't hurt^ which was near 
half of them* A& I knowed the regard Master Lionel had for 
the captain, I dressed him with my pw^ hands : I trimmed his 
whiskers, sir, and altered his hair more in. front; and seeing 
thayb his honqr was getting a little, gniy, I threw, on a sprinkling 
of powder, and as handsome a ccrpse wafi Captain M^¥use 
as any gentleman in the army» let the other be who he 
may I" 

The eyes of Polwarth twinkled^ and he blew his nose with a 
noise not unlilqd the sound of a clarion^ ere I^e rejoined-r- 

** yes, yes, time, and hiurdahips had given a touch of frost to 
the head of the poor fellow; but it is a consolation to know 
that he died like a soldier^ and not by the hands of that vulgar 
butcher, Kature ; and that^ being dead, he was removed accord- 
ing to his deserts P 

" Indeed, sir,'' said Meriton^ with a solemnity worthy of the 
occasion, "we gave him a great procession: agi:eatdea} can 
be made out of his majesty's uniform,; on such festivities, and it 
had a wonderful look about it I Did you speak, sir ?" 

^ Yes,'' added lionel^ impatiently : ^ i:emoye the cloth ; and 
go, inquire if there be letters for me." 

The valet submissively obeyed, and after a short pause the 
dialo^e was resumed by ^e gentJemen; on subjects of a les 
painful nature. 

As, Polwarth was exceedingly commumcative, Lionel soon 
obtained a very general, and, to do the captain suitable; jiiatice, 
an extremely impartial account of the situation of the hostile 
forces, 84 well as of all the leading events that had trans{»red 
once the day of Breed'a Once or twice the invalid ventured 
an allusion to the spirit of the rebels, and to the unexpected 
46 
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energy they hid disooYered ; but Polwarth heard them ail in 
silence, answering only by a melancholy smile, and, in the last 
instance, by a significant gesture towards his unnatural sup- 
porter. Of course, after this touching acknowledgment of his 
former error, his fiiend waved the subject for others less personal. 
He learned that the royal general maintained his hardly- 
earned conquest on the opposite peninsula, where he was as ef- 
fectually bele^uered, however, as in the town of B<>ston itselfl 
In the mean time, while the war was conducted in earnest at 
the point where it commenced, hostilities had broken out in 
every one of those colonies, south of the St. Lawrence and the 
Great Lakes, where the presence of the royal troops invited an 
appeal to force. At first, while the colonists acted under the 
impulses of the high enthusiasm of a sudden rising, they had 
been everywhere successful. A general army had been organ- 
ized, as already related^ and divisions were employed at difier- 
ent points to effect those conquests which, in that early state of 
the struggle, were thought to be important to the main result 
But the effects of their imperfect means and divided power w^i^ 
already becoming visible. After a series of minor victories, 
Montgomery had fallen in a most desperate and unsuccessful 
attempt to carry the impregnable fortress of Quebec ; and, ceas- 
ing to be the assailants, the Americans were gradually compelled 
to collect their resources to meet tliat mighty effort of the crown, 
which was known to be notiiBr distant As thousands of their 
fellow-subjects in the mother country manifested a strong repug- 
nance to the war, the ministry so far submitted to the influence 
of that free spirit, which first took deep root in Britain, as to 
turn their eyes to those States of Europe, who made a trade in 
human life, in quest of mercenaries to quell the temper of the 
colonists; In consequence, the fears of the timid amongst the 
Americans were excited by rumors of the vast hordes of Rus- 
sians and Germans, who were to be poured into their country, 
with the fell intent to make them leaves. Perhaps no step of 
*iieir enemies had a greater tendency to render them odious in 
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lae eyes of the Americans, tluin tliis measure of introducing 
foreigners to decide a quarrel purely domestic. So long as none 
but men who had been educated in those acknowledged plinci- 
plcs of justice and law, known to both people, were admitted to 
the contest, there were visible points, oommon to each, which 
might render the struggle Jess fierce, and in time lead to a per- 
manent reconciliation. But they reasoned not ini^tly, when 
they asserted, that in a contest r^idered triumphant by slares, 
nothing but abject submission could ensue to the conquered. 
It was like throwing away the scabbard, and, by abandoning rea- 
son, submitting the result to the sw<Nrd alone. In addition to 
the estrangement, these measures were gradually increasing be- 
tween the people of the mother country and the colonies, must 
be added the change it jffoduced amongst the latter in their 
habits of regarding llie p^«on of their prince. 

During the whole of the angry discusfflon, and the recrimina<> 
tions, which preceded the drawing of blood, the colonists had 
admitted, to the fullest extent, not only in their language, but 
in their feelings, that fiction of the British law, which says ^' the 
king can do no wrong." Throughout the wide extent of an 
empire, on which the sun was never known to set, the English 
monarch could boast of no subjects more devoted to his femiily 
and person, than the men who now stood in arms against what 
they honestly believed to be- the unoonstituiional encroachments 
of his power. Hitherto the whole weight c£ their resentment 
had justly Men on the advisers of the prince, who himself was 
thought to be ignorant, as he was prpbably innocent, of the 
abuses so generally |)biOtised in his name. But aa the contest 
thickened, the natinral £9^ngft of the maai were thought to savor 
of the political aets ke was required to sanction with his name. 
It was soon whispered, amongst those who had the best means 
of intelligence, that the feelings of the sovereign were deeply 
interested in the maintenance of what he deemed his prerogar 
ti^e, and the ascendency of that body of the representatives of 
his empire, which he met in person and influenced by his pres 
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ence. Ere long this ' opinion was rumored abroad, and as the 
minds of men began to loosen from their ancient attaclunents 
and prejudices, they confounded, by a very natural feeling, the 
head Trith the members; forgetting thai '^liberty and Equality'' 
formed ho part of the trade of princes. The name of the mon- 
arch was daily fiilling into disrepute ; and as the colonial writers 
ventured to allude more freely to his person' and power, the glim 
meribgs of that light were seen, which was a precursor of the 
rise of ^^the stars of the West" amongst the national symbols 
of the eurth. Until then, few had thought^ and none had ven- 
tured to speak .openly, of independence, Uiough events had 
been silently preparing the colonistB for such a final measure. 

Allegiance to the prince was the last and only tie to be 
severed; for the colonies :ah«ady governed themselves in all 
matters, whether of ihtenuil ot fareign policy, as effsctually as 
any people could, whose right to do so was not generally! ac- 
knowledged. But as the honest nature of Geoi^ IIL admiir 
ted of no disguise, mutual disgust and alienation were the 
natural consequences of the reaction of sentiment hetween the 
prince and his western people.* 

AH this, and much more, of minute detail, wias hastily com- 
mented on by Polwarth,: who possessed, in the midst of his 
epicnieah propensitiei^ sterling good sense, and g^t integrity 
of intention. Lionel was chiefly a listens, nor did he. cease 
the greedy and interesting empk^ment until warned hy his 
weakness, and die stjroke of a neighboring dock, that he was 
trespassfaig too&r on prpdenoe. His friend tJien assisted the 
exhausted invalid to his bed; aad.afriar giving him a world of 
good advice, tc^tb^ with a warm pressure of the hand, he 
stumped his way out vi the room, mOi a ^oise.tbat brought, at 
every tread, lin echo ttom the heart of Major litiooln. . 

* Tbe prqindloes of the king of England were nimroidable in hlsinsnlated sttn- 
man, but hit tlrtaes and Integritjr were ezelOBlTely ttie property of tbe raw. Hfii 
■peeoh to our flyat minlater -afte^ tbe peace eanpot be too often reoorded: "I waa 
tbe last man in inj kingdom to aeknowledi^ joar Independence and I shall be the 
b0t toTlolateit> 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

■^GodffevermeanttbfttmanslioaldMalotlMheaTiis ' 
By strideA of human wisdom.** 

Gowrn. 

A VBRT few days of gentle exercise in the bracing air of Uie 
season, were sufficient to restore the strength of the invalid, 
whose wounds had healed while he lay slumbering under the 
influence of the anodynes prescribed, by his leech; Polwarth, 
in consideration of the dilapidated, state of his own limbs, tor 
gether with the debiHty of lionel^ had so far braved the ridicule 
of the army, as to set up one of those comfortable and easy 
conveyances, which, in the good old times pf colonial humility, 
jwere known by the quaint and unpretending title of toni-pungs. 
To equip titus establishment, he had been compelled to impress 
one of the fine hunters of his friend. The animal had been 
tai^ht, by virtue of much training froni hk groom, aided a 
little, perhaps, by the low Btate pf 1^ g^^eis of the ^ace, to 
amble through the snow s^ quietly as if he were ^soiiscioas <^ the 
altered condition of his master's health. In this qafe vehicle 
the two gentlemen niight be seen ddily, gUdiiig ^opg the upper 
streets of the town, and moving through the winding paths of 
the common, receivings the congratulations of their friends; or, 
in their tum^ visiting others, who, like ihemiselvea, had been 
wounded in the murderous battie of the preceding summer, but 
who, less fortunate than they, w«re still compelled to submit to 
the lingering confinement of tiieir quarters. 

It was not difficult to persuade Cecil and Agnes to join ii 



1 



260 LIONEL LINCOLN. 

manj of their short excursions, though no temptation could 
induce the latter to still the frown that habitually settled on her 
beautiful brow, whenever chance or intention brought them in 
contact with any of the gentlemen of the army. MissDynevor 
was, however, much more conciliating in her deportment, and 
even, at times, so gracious as to incur the private reproaches of 
her friend. 

" Surely, Cecil, you forget how much our poor countrymen 
are si^ering in their miserable lod^ngs without the town, or 
you would be less prodigal of your condescension to these but- 
terflies of the army," cried Agnes, pettishly, while they were 
uncloaking after one of these rides, during which the latter 
thought her cousin had lost sight of that tacit compact, by 
which most of the women of the colonies deemed themselves 
bound to exhibit their feminine resentments to their invaders. 
" Were a chief from our own army presented to you, he could 
not have been received in a sweeter manner than you bestowed 
your smile to-day on that Sir Digby Dent T* 

''I can say nothing in &vor of its sweetness, my acid cousin, 
but that Sir Digby Dent is a gentleman — " 

** A gentieman ! — yes — so is every EngKshman who wears a 
scarlet coat, and knOws how to play off his airs in the colo- 
nies P 

" And as I hope I have some claims to bei called a lady," 
continued Cecil, quietiy, ** I do not know why, in the littie in- 
tercourse we have, I should be rude to him.** 

" Cecil Dynevor !" exclaimed Agnes, inik a sparkling eye, 
and with a woman's intuitive perception of the other^s motives, 
"•all Englishmen are not Lionel Lincolns.'* 

" Nor is Major Lincoln an Englishman," returned Cecil, laugh- 
ing, while she blushed; " though I have reason to think tiiat 
Captain Polwarth may be." 

" Silly, child, silly ; the poor man has paid the penalty of his 
offence, and is to be regarded with pity." 

** Have a care, my coz. Pity is one of a large connection of 
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gentle feelings ; when you once admit the iii'st-born, jou.maj 
leave open your doors to the whole family." 

^^Now that is exactly the point in question, Cecil — ^because 
you esteem Major Lincoln, you are willing to admire Howe and 
all his myrmidons ; but I can pity, and still be ^rm." 

^ Le bon temps viendra /" 

" Never," interrupted Agnes, with a warmUi that prevented 
her perceiving how much she admitted ; f^ never, at least under 
the guise of a scarlet coat.'' 

Cecil smiled, but having completed her toilet^ she withdrcw 
without making any r^ly. 

Such little discussiops, enlivened more or less by die peculiar 
spirit of Agnes, were of frequent oocuirenoe, though ,the eyt. of 
her couffln .became daily more thoughtful, and the indifference 
with whidi she listened was. more apparent in each succeeding 
dialogue. 

In the mean time, the affairs of the siege, thou^ conducted 
with viitreme caution^ amounted only to a vigilant blockade. 

The Americans lay by thoosandsi in the surrounding villages, 
or were hutted in strong bands nigh the batteries which com*- 
manded the approaches to the place. Notwithstandinj^ Hieir 
means had been greatly increased by the capture of several 
vessels, loaded with warlike stores, as well aa by the reduction 
of two important fortresses towards the Canadian frontieifi,- they 
were still too scanty to admit of that wasteful expenditure, which 
is the usual accompanimenl of war. In addition to their ne- 
cessitieB, as a reason for forbearance, might also be mentioned 
the feeUngs of the colonists, who were anxious, in mercy to 
themselves, to regain their town with as little injury as possible. 
On the other hand, the impression made by the battle of Bunker 
Hill was still so vivid as to curb the enterprise of the royal 
commanders, and Washington had been permitted to hold their 
powerful forces in check, by an untrained and half-armed mul- 
titude, that was, at times, absolutely destitute of the means oi 
maintaining even a momentary conquest. 
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Asy however, a show <^ hostiHties was maintained, the reporta 
of cannon were frequently heard, and there' were da;^* wh^i 
ftkirmishes between the advanced parties of the two - hbsts 
bfoinght on more heavy firings, which continued f<»r longer 
periods. The ears of the ladies had been long accustomed to 
these rude sounds, and as the trifling loss which followed was 
altogether confined to the outworks, they were listehed to with 
but little or no terror. 

In this manner a fortnight flew swifUy away, without an in* 
cident to be related. One fine meaning, at the end <^ that 
period, Polwarth drove into the little courtyard of Mnk Lech- 
mere s residence, with all those khowii:^ flouriaheis he could 
oonomand, And which, in the year 1775, were- thought to indi- 
cate the greatest ^mifiaiity with the properties of a tom-pung. 
In another minute his wood^i member was heard in the pas- 
sage, timing his steps, as he approached the room where the 
rest of the j^arty. were waitmg his apjpearance. . The twooousins 
stood wrappied in furs, with their smiling fiioes >ldoomii^ 'be- 
neath double rows of lace to softeai the pictures, while Major 
Lincoln was in the act of takbg his cloak fix>m Meriton, aa the 
do<^ opened fo)r the admisdon Gi the captain. 

" What, already dished T' ^olainied the good-halured Pol- 
walcth, glancing his eyes from one to .the other.: ^ so niueh the 
better ; punctuality is the true leavjen of lile--a good watch is 
as necessary ta the Iguest as the- host, and to the host as his 
cook. Miss Agnes, you a]:e anUudngly murderous torday I li 
Howe expects his subalterns to do theit duty, he shoidd not 
sufler you to go. at large in his ca];npb*V 

The fine ey^ of Miss Qanforth spadded as he proceeded, but 
haj^ning to &11 on hit mutilated person, its expression s(^ned, 
and she was content with answering with ia smile— 

^ Let your general look to himself; I seldoioa go abroad but 
to espy his weakness I" 

The captain gave an expressive shrug of his shoulder, and 
turning aside to his friend, said in. an under-tone — 
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* You see how it is, Major Lincolii ; ever since I have been 
Compelled to serve myself up, like a turkey from yostei'dev^s 
ditrn^, with a single leg, I have not been able to get a^h^rp 
reply from the young woman — she has grown an even-tempered^ 
tasteless morsel ; and I azil l£be a two*pronged fork— only fit for 
carving : well, I care not how boou they €ut nae up entirely^ since 
she has lost hei piquancy — but shall we to the chun^ T 

Lionel locked a little .^nba^rassed, and Angered a paper he 
held in;his.}iaind, for a, moment, before lie handed it to the other 
for his perusaL 

"What have we here T continued Polwarth : "*Two offi- 
cers, wounded in the kte battle, desire to return Ihanks for 
their reoovOTy'-^hum— hum— hum — two ? — ^yourself^ and who 
is the other r 

" I had hoped it would b^ my old companion az^ school* 
feUowT 

" Ha ! what^ me 1" erclf^koed the captain, unconsciously de- 
vatii^ hiswood^ le^ and eziaiiining it with a rueful eye; 
"umj^ ! Leo,. do you thipk a mask has a particular reas<^ to be 
grateful for the I069 of a legV* 

" It might have been worse." 

"I don^tknowi" interrupted Polwarth, a little obstinately; 
" there:Would have been moire symmetry in it, if it had been 
both,** 

" You forget your inother,'' continued Lionel, as though the 
other had not spoken ; " I am very sure it will ^ve her heart 
felt plea^ur^." 

Polwarth gave a loud hem, rubbed his hand over his face 
once or twice, gave another furtive glance at his solitary limb, 
and then answered with a litde tremor in his voice — 

" Yes, yes — ^I believe you are quite right — :a mother can love 
her child, though he should be chopped into mincemeat ! The 
aex get that generous feeling after they are turned of forty — ^it'a 
your young woman that is particular about proportions and 
ocHrrespondents." 
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^ You coiisen^ then, that Meriton shall hand in the request, 
as it reads?" 

Polwarth hesitated a angle instant longer, and then^ as he 
remembered his distant mother (for Lionel had touched the 
right chord), his heart melted within him. 

" Certainly, certainly^ — ^it might have been w^orse, as it was 
with poor Dennis — aj, let it pass for two ; it shall go hard, but 
I find a kn^ to bend on the occasion. Perhaps, Leo, when a 
certain young lady sees I can have a * Te Deum' for my ad- 
venture, she may cease to think me such an object of pity as at 
present" * 

Lionel bo^ed in silence, and the captain, turning to Agnes, 
conducted her to the sleigh with a particularly lofty air, that he 
intended should indicate his perfect superiority to the casualties 
of war. Cecil took the arm of Major Lincoln, and the whole 
party were soon seated in the vehicle that was in waiting. 

Until this day, which was the second Sunday <since his reap* 
pearance, and the first oh which die wealher permitted him to 
go abroad, Lionel had no opportunity to observe the alt^^ed 
population of the town. The inhabitants had gradually left &e 
place, some clandestinely, and others under favor of passes from 
the royal general, until those who remained were actually out- 
numbered by the army and its dependants. As the party ap- 
proached the "King's Chapel," the street was crowded by 
military men, collected in groups, who indulged in thoughtless 
merriment, reckless of the wounds their light conversatk>n in- 
flicted on the few townsmen, who might be seen moving to- 
wards the church, with deportments suited to the 6<^emnity 
of their piupose, and countenances severely chastened by a re- 
membrance of the day, and its serious duties. Indeed, so com- 
pletely had Boston lost that distinctive, appearance of sobriety, 
which had ever been the care and pride of ite people, in the 
levity of a garrison, that even the immediate precincts of the 
temple were not protected from tiie passing jest or rude mirth 
of the gay and unreflecting, at an hour when quiet was wont 
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to scttlo on the wb<»le promce, as d^p as if Nature, liad ceased 
her ordinary fu&cti<»is to unite in the worship of man. Lionel 
observe the ehange with mortiBeatbn \ mctf* did- it escape kis 
onea^ glances, that his two female companions conoeieiled theif 
foees in their muifs, as if to exdude a ^liew t&at brought stil 
mora pakful recollection to minds ^atij t^ni^d in the reflecting 
habits of the country. 

When the sleigh drew up befone the edifice, a dozen ha:nds 
were extended to kmst the ladies in 'Hieir short but difficult 
passage into the heaVy portico. Agnes coldly bow^^ her ac- 
knowledgments, observing, with an extremely equivocal smile, 
to one of the most assiduous of the yptmg men-^ 

" We,^^ wiio an accuirixMaied to the c&ixiate, ^d no difficulty 
in walking on ioe, though to you fcn^g^ers it may seem so 
hazardous.'^ She then bowed, and walked grarely into the 
bosom of the church, without deigning to betiitow a&other glance 
to her right hand (XT her lefL 

The maimer of Cecil, thougli more chastened and feminine^ 
and consequently more impressite^ was equally reserved* like 
her cousin, she proceeded directly to her pew, repubing the 
attempts of those who wished to detain her a moment in idle 
discourse, by a lady-like propriety that checked the advance of 
all who approached her. In conisequence of the rapid move* 
ment of their companions, Lionel and Polwarth were left «mong 
the crowd of officers who thi^ingedthe entrance of the church. 
The former moved up within the ^colonnade, and passed from 
group to group, answering and maldhg the custcnnaliry inquiries 
of men engaged in the business of war. Here, three or four 
veterans were dustered about one of those heavy columns, that 
were arranged in fennidable show on -three faces of the build- 
ing, discussing, with becoming gravity, the political signs of the 
times, or the military condition of theit respective Corps. There, 
three av four unfledged boys, tricked in all the vain emblems of 
their profession, impeded the entrance of the few women who 
appeared, under the pretence of admiration for the sex, while 

12 
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they Becretly dwelt on the glitter of their owb ornameBt& Scat- 
tered along the whole extent of the entrance were oth^ little 
knots ; some listening to the idle tale of a professed jester, some 
abusing the land in whidi it was their hJbd to serve, and others 
recounting the manrels they had witnessed in distant climes, 
and in scenes of peril which beggared their utmost powers of 
description. 

Among such a collection it was not difficulty however, to &d 
a few whose views were m<»re elevated, and whose d^>ortmen4 
might be termed less offensive, either to breeding or princi^es. 
With one of the gentlemen of the latter ohiss Xdonei was held 
for some time in discourse, in a distant part of the portico. At 
length the sounds of the organ were heard issuing from the 
church, and the gay parties began to separate, like men sud* 
denly reminded why they were collected in that unusual place. 
The companion of Major Lincoln had left him, and he was him- 
self following along the colonnade, which was now but thinly 
peopled, when his ear was saluted by a low voice, singing in a 
sort of nasal chant at his very elbow^— 

" Woe unto you, Pharisees ! for ye love the uppennost seats in' 
the synagogues, and greetings in the nuirketf 

Though Lionel had not heard the voice since the echoing cry 
had issued out of the &tal redoubt, he knew its first tones on the 
instant Turning at this singular denunciation, he beheld Job 
Pray, erect and immovable as a statue, in one of the niches in 
front of the building, wh^ce he gave forth his warning voice, 
like some oracle (^leaking to its devotees. 

" Fellow, will no peril teach you wisdom f demanded Lio- 
nel ; ^ how dare you brave our resentment so wantonly ?" 

But his questions were unheeded. The young man, whose 
features looked pale and emaciated, as if he had endured recent 
bodily disease, whose eye was glazed and vacant, and whose 
whole appearance was more squalid and miserable than usual, 
appeared perfectly indifferent to all around him. Without even 
altering the riveted gaze of his unmeaning eye, he continued—^ 
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^ Woe unto you 1. &r ye neither go in yourselves, noitner suffei 
ye them ihai are entering to go in I'' 

" Art deafy fool t" demanded lionel. 

In an instant the eye <^ the other. was turned on his interro- 
gator, and Maj(v Linooln felt a thrill pass through him, when 
he met the wild gleam of inteUigence that lighted th^ counts 
nance of the changeling, as he continued, in the same ominoui 
tones — 

^ Whosoevw shaH say to his brother, Raca^ shall be in danger 
of the council ; but whosoever shall say, Iliou fbol, is in danger 
of hc^-fire." 

For a moment Lionel stood as if spell-bound by the manner 
<a^ Job, whole he uttered this dreadful anathema. But the in- 
stant the secret influence ceased, he tapped the lad lightly with 
hk cane, and bid him descend tcom the niche* 

"^ Jbb'ft a prophet)" petumed the other, dishonoring his decla- 
ration at the same time, by losing t^e singular air of mcmientary 
intelligence, in his usual appearance of mental imbecility^--^ its 
wicked to strike a prophet The Jews stoned the prophets, and 
beat them too." 

^ Do then as I bid you ; would you stay heie to be beaten 
by the soldiers ? Go now, away : after serviee come to me, 
and I will famish you with a better coat than the garment 
yoiiwear." 

" iHd you never read the good bo^k," said Job, " where it 
tells how you mus'n't take heed for food nor raiment i Nab 
says when Job dies he'll go to heaven, for he gets notHing to 
wear and but little to eat Kings wear their di'mond crowns 
and golden flaunliness ; and kings always go to the dark place.'* 

The lad suddenly oeased, and crouching into ihe very bottom 
of his niche, he began to play with his fingers, like an infant 
amused with the power of exercising its own members. At the 
same moment Lionel turned from him, attracted by the rattling 
of side-arms, and the tread of many feet behind him. A large 
party of officers, belonging to the staff of the army, had paused 
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k> liuea to whatwas pasaihg. Amongst them Lionel recognized, 
at the first glance, two of thexshiefkidna, who, a little in advance 
of their attendants, were IsLeealy. eyeing ihe singular being that 
was squatted in the niche. Notwithstanding his surpdse, Major 
LinooUi detected the scowl that impended over the daik brow 
of the colnmander-in-chie^ while, he bowed. low, in deference to 
his rank. 

^ Who IB this fellow, that dare condemn the mighty €i the 
earth to such sweeping perdition f" demanded Howe — ^^.his own 
sovereign amongst the number f" 

" "lis an unfortunate being, wanting in intellect, with, whom 
accident has made me acquainted," returned Major lincoln ; 
^^ who hardly Imows what he utters, and least of all in ^hose 
presence he has beon speaking.'^ 

" It is to such idle opinions, which a^ conceived by the de- 
ffigning^ and circulated by the ignorant^ that we may ascribe the 
wavering allegiance of the colonies,*' said; the British generaL 
^ I hope you caa answer, for the loyalty of yoiur singular ac- 
quaintance. Major Lincoln f 

Lionel was about to reply, with some little spirit, .wh^n the 
companion of the frowning chief suddenly ezdaimed-r- 

^ By the feats of the feathered. Hermes, but this is the iden- 
tical Merry-Andrew who took the flying leap from Copp^s,. of 
which I have already spoken to you. Am I in error,. Lincoln t 
Is not this the shouting philosopher^ whose feelings were so ele- 
vated on the day of Breed's, that he could not refrain from fly- 
mg, but who, leas fortunate thau Icarus, made his descent on 
terra firma?" 

" I believe your memory is fiuthful, sir," satd Lionel, answer- 
ing the smile of the other; ^ the lad is often brought ^to trouble 
by his simplicity*" 

Burgoyne gave: a gentle impulse to iha arm he held, as if he 
thought the wtetched being before them lunworthy of further 
eonsidi^tion ; though secretly with a view to prevent an im- 
politic exhibition of the well-known propensity of his senior to 
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piish his notfons of mtlitaiy asccindency to the extreme. Peiv 
ceiving bj the still darkening look of the other that he hesi- 
tated, his ready lieutenant observed — 

>'Poorifell€Pi^! his treason was doubly pnnished, by a flight 
of some fifty feet' down the declivity of Copp's, stod thfe mortifi;- 
catioh <^ witniassing the glorious triumph of his ttiaj^ty's tTooi)s. 
To such a wretch we may well afford forgiveness." 

Howe insensibly yieldad to the continued pfessiire of the 
other, and his haard. features eren relaxed into a scowling smile, 
to he said, while turning away**f^ 

"Look to your acquaintance, Majo]*Lincoln/'ofj bad as his 
present condition seems, he may make it worse* Su<2& ktiguage 
<»mnot:be tolerated in a place besieged. That is the word, I 
believe^the rebels call their mob a besieging armyi do they 
not??' •■. ■ ..■•...•.. ■ 

" They do gather round bur winterrquarters, and claim some 
such di^tindioB'^'' '; 

^ It mttet be acknowledged they did well on Breed's too 1 
The shabby rascals fought like true men**^ . 

** Despei^tely, and with some disorefion," answered Burgoyne ; 
" but it was their fortune to meet those who fought bett^, And 
withgi«aterskill. Shall we ei^ter ?^ 

The frown was now entirely chased from the brow of the 
ehie^ who said complacently— ^ 

" Gonie^ getttlemeh, we are tardy; unless more industrious, 
we shall not be in season to pray for the king; inu<$h l^eSss 
ourselves." ' . 

The whole party advanced a step, when a bustle in the rear 
announced the approalch of anoth^ officer of high rank, and 
the seco&d in eonunand' entered into the colonnade, followed 
also by the gentlemen of his family. The instant he appeared, 
Ihe self-contented look vanished from the features of Howe, who 
retomedhissalikte/^th cold civility, and inimediately enlet'ed 
thd'churoh. The quick-^tted Burgoyne again intdrposed^ and 
a^ he made way in his turn, he found means to whimper into th« 
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ear of Clioton some well-inKs^ned allusion to ike events of that 
very field, which had gireii birth to the heazt-burnings between 
his brother generals, and had caused the feelings of Howe to be 
estranged from the man to whose assistance he owed so much. 
Clinton yielded to the subde influence of the flattery, and fol- 
lowed his commander into the house of God, with a bknd con- 
tentment that he probably mistook for a feelmg much better 
suited to the {^aoe and the occasion. As the whole groilp of 
spectators, consisting of aids, secretariea, and idlers, without^ 
immediately imitated the example of the generals, Lionel found 
himself alone witli the changeling. 

From the moment that Job discovered the vicinity of the 
English leader, to that of his disappearance, the lad remained 
literally immovable. His eye was fastened on vacancy, his jaw 
had fallen in a maimer to give a look of utter mental alienation 
to his countenance ; and, in shorty he exhibited the degraded 
lineaments and figure of a man, without his animation or in-' 
teUigence. But as the last footsteps of the retiring party be- 
eame inaudible, the fear, which had put to flight the feeble in- 
tellects of the simpleton, slowly left him, and raising his face, he 
said, in a low, growling voiee — 

" Let him go out to Prospect ; the people will teach him the 
lawl" 

^ Perverse and obstinate simpleton P- cried Lionel, dragging 
him, without furth^ ceremony, from the niche ; " will you per- 
^vere in that £cK>liflh ciy until you are \diipped from regiment 
to regiment for your pains V^ 

"' You pt*omised. Job the grannies shouldn't beat him any 
more, and Job promised to run your ar'n'ds." 

''Ay 1 but unless you learn to keep silence, boy, 1 i^iall for- 
get my prcmiise, and give you up to the anger of all the grannies 
in town." 

'' Well," said Job^ br%htening in his look, like a fool in his 
saltation, ^ they are half of them dead, at any mte : Job 
hesrd the bigfl^t man among 'em roar like a ravenous Hon. 
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RujTAh for the Royal Irish,' but he never spoke agHn ; though 
there wasn't any better rest for Job's gun than a dead man's 
Bhoulder !" , 

" Wretch 1" cried Lionel, recoiling from him in honor, " are 
your hands then stained with the blood of M'Fuse ?" 

*^ Job didn't touch him with his hands," returned the undis- 
i urbed simpleton ; " for he died lijke a dog, where he fell I" 

Lionel stood a moment in utter confusion of thought ; but 
hearing the inMible- evidence of the near approach of Polwarth 
in his tread, he said, in a hurried manner, and in a voice half 
choked by ,his emotions — 

" Go, fellow, go to Mrs. Lechmere's, as I bid you : tell — ^tell 
Meriton to look to my fire." 

The lad made a motion towards obeying, but checking him- 
self^ he looked up into the he^ of the other with a piteous and 
suffering look, and said — " 

" See, Job's numb with cold ! Nab and Job can't get wood 
now ; the king keeps men to fight for it. Let Job warm his flesh 
a little ; his. body is cold as the dead I" 

Touched to Uie heart by the request, and the helpless aspect 
of tlie lad, Lionel made a silent signal of assent, and turned 
quickly to meet his £riend» It was not necessary for Polwarth 
to speak, in order to apprise Major Lincoln tliat he had over- 
heard part of the dialogue between him and Job. His counte^ 
nance and attitude sufficiently betrayed his knowledge, aa well 
as the effect it had produced on his feelings^ He kept his eyes 
on the form of the simpleton, as the lad shufiled his way 
along the icy street, with, an expression that could not easily be 
mistaken. 

" Did I not hear the name of poor Dennis ?'* at length he asked. 

^' 'Twas some of the idle boasting of the fool. But why are 
you not in the pew ?" 

^ The fellow is a prot^g6 of yours. Major Lincoln ; but you 
may carry forbearance too far," returned Polwarth, gravely. 
*^ I come for you, at the request of a pair of beautiful blue eyes^ 
47 
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that have inquired of each one that has entered the church, this 
half hour, where and why Major Linooln has tarried.^' 

Lionel bowed his thanks, and affected to laugh at the hutnor 
of his friend, while* they proceeded together to the pew of Mrs. 
Lechmere without further delaj; 

The painful refleotionai esdted by this interview with* Job, 
gradually, yahished from the mind of Lionel, as he yielded to 
the influence of the solemn serrice of the church. He heard 
the difficult and suppressed' breathing of the fidr being who 
kneeled by: his side, while the minisier read those ihanksgiytngs 
which personally concerned himself and no little of «arthly 
gratitude mingled with the loMer. aspinitiokis of the youth, as 
he listened. He caught the timid gknce of the soft erye from 
behind the folds of Geoirs veil, as they rose^ and he- took his 
seat as happy as an ardent young man might wdl be> fimoied, 
under the consciousness of possessing the best aifedtions of a 
femsle so youthful, so loyely, and so pure. 

Perhaps the service was not altogether so consoling to the 
feelings of Polwarth. As he i^ecoreo^ his solitary feot again, 
with s<»ne litme difficuity^he cast ayery equivocal glance at 
his. ii&itoBbered peison^ hemmed aloiid,; and^ fiidshed with a 
rattling of his wooden leg about thi pew, that attracted the 
^es of Uie whol^ oongrc^taan, as if he intended the ears of all 
pres^dt should beartestknonj in whose behalf tbeir owners had 
uttered iheir extraordinary thanksgivihga. 

The offieiaXifig mii^ster was iax too discreet to vex the attention 
of his superi<«s with any prolir and nnweicdme exhibitions of 
the Chiisti«n?s duty. The impressive di^very of ;las text re- 
quired one minute. Four were consumed in the exordium. The 
argument. was ingeniously condensed into ten more; and the 
peroration of his essay was happily concluded in four minutes 
and a half; leaving him the satisfaction of knowing, as he was 
fissured l^y. fifty watclies, and twice that number of contented 
fooes^ that he had accomplished his task by half a minute within 
the ortliddox period. 
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For this exactitude he doubtless had his reward. Among 
other testimonials in his favor, when Polwarth shook his hand 
to thank him f<n: his kind offices in his own behalf he found 
room for a high compliment to the discourse, concluding by 
assuring the flattered divine, ^that, in addition to ito other great 
merits^ it was done in beautiful time T 
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CHAPTER XX. 

** Away ; let nanght to lore displeasing, 
My Winiflreda, move your care: 
Let naught delay the heavenly blessing. 
Nor sqneamish pride, lior gloomy fear." 

Anontmoubw 

It was perhaps fortunate for the tranquillity of all concerned, 
that, during this period of their opening confidence, the person 
of Mrs. Lechmere came not between the bright image of purity 
and happiness that Cecil presented in each lineament and action, 
and the eyes of her lover. The singular, and somewhat con- 
tradictory interests that lady had so often betrayed in the move- 
ments of her young kinsman, were no longer visible to awaken 
his slumbering suspicions. Even those inexplicable scenes, in 
which his aunt had so strangely been an actor, were forgotten 
in the engrossing feelings of the hour ; or, if remembered at 
all, were only suffered to dim the pleasing pictures of his imagi- 
nation, as an airy cloud throws its passing shadows across some 
cheerful and lovely landscape. In addition to those very natural 
auxiliaries, love and hope, the cause of Mrs. Lechmere had found 
a very powerful assistant, in the bosom of Lionel, through an 
accident which had confined her, for a long period, not only to 
her apartment, but to her bed. 

On that day, when the critical operation was performed on 
the person of Major Lincoln, his aunt was known to have 
awaited the result with intense anxiety. As soon as the favor- 
able termination was reported to her, she hastened towards his 
room with an unguarded eagerness, which, added to the gene- 
ral infirmities of her years, had nearly cost the price of her Kfe. 
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tltsr foot became entangled in her train, in ascending the stairs, 
but disregarding the warning cry of Agnes Danforth, with that 
sort of reckless vehemence that sometimes broke through the 
formal decorum of her manners, she sustained, in consequence, 
a Mi that might well have proved fatal to a much younger 
woman. The injury she received was severe and internal ; and 
the inflammation, though not high, was sufficiently protracted 
to arouse the apprehension of her attendants. The symptoms 
were, however^ now abating, and her recovery no longer a mat- 
ter of question* 

As Lionel heard this from the lips of Cecil, the reader will 
not imagine the effect produced by the interest his aunt took in 
his welfsre was at all lessened by the source whence he de- 
rived his knowledge. Notwithstanding Cecil dwelt on such 
a particular evidence of Mrs. Lechmere's attachment to her 
nephew with much earnestness, it had not escaped Major Lin- 
coln, that her name was but seldom introduced in their frequent 
conversations, and never, on the part of his companion, without 
a guarded delicacy that appeared sensitive in the extreme. As 
their confidence, however, increased with their hourly communi- 
cations, he began gently to lift the veil which female reserve had 
drawn before her inmost feelings, and to read a heart whose 
purity and truth would have repaid a more difficult investigation. 

When the party returned from the church, Cecil and Agnes 
immediately hastened to the apartment of the invalid, leaving 
Lionel in possession of the little wainscoted parlor by himself; 
Polwarth having proceeded to his own quarters, with the assist- 
ance of the hunter. The young man passed a few minutes in 
pacing the room, musing deeply on the scene he had witnessed 
before the church ; now and then casting a vacant look on the 
fandfttl ornaments of the walls, among which- the armorial 
bearings of his own name were so frequent, and in such honor- 
able situations At length he heard that light footstep approach, 
whose sound had now become too well known to be mistaken, 
and in another instant he was joined by Miss Dynevor^ 
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" Mrft, Leciu^iero,^ he said, leading her to a aettee, and pla- 
cing himself by her wde-r" you found her better^ I trust ?" 

^ So iv:eU, that, she intenda adventuring, this morning, an in- 
lerriew with your owa fomiidable self. Indeed, Lionel, you 
have eveiy reason to be grateful for the deep interest n^ grand- 
mother takes in your wel&re. Ill as she has been, her inquiries 
in your behalf were ceaseless ; and lihave knowu her refuse to 
answer any questions about her own critioal condition, until her 
physician had relieved her:anxiety eohcerning yours.'*' ; 

As Cecil spoke, the tears rushed into her eyes, aiid her bloom 
deepened iwith the strength of her. feelings, i 

'^It ia to you^ then, that much of my gradtude is due,^ 
retmned . Lionel ; ^ fear, by pehmtfeing me to blend my lot with 
yours, I find tbeW value in her eyes. Have yoii ncqiiainted Mrs. 
Lechmere with the full extent b£my presumption ? : 8he knpws 
of our enga^ment I" ■ ^ ,.,,.. 

" Could I do otherwise t liVlile yoiur life waa in peril, I ooi>- 
fined the knowledge^ of my intereitin your situation to my own 
breast; but when we w;ere flattered with the hopeis of a recovery, 
I placed your letter in the hands of my natural adviser, and 
have the consdation of knowing, that she improves of my--«- 
what shall I csdl it, Lionel ^^-Would not. folly be the. better 
wordF .... , ■ ' .-.• . ^ • :-;;' ,..,•■. 

" Call it what you will> so you do not. disavow it I have 
hitherto' forborne inquiring into the views, of A&s. Lechmere, in 
tenderness to her situation ; but J may flatter myself Cecil, that 
she will not reject met^" . ..... 

For a single instant the blood rushed tumuUuoudy over the 
fine countenance of Miss Dynev^r, suffusing even :het temples 
and forehead with its healthful btoom ; but, as she cast a re- 
proachful glance at her lover,^ it deserted even her cheeks, while 
she answered calmly, though with, a s%ht exhibition of dis- 
pleasure in her air"-^ 

^It saay have been the misfortune of my grandmother' to 
new the head of her own iamily with too partial eyes ; bdt^ if 
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it be 80^ ber roward should not be distnidt* The weakneae is, I 
dare saj, very mAxixAt though not less a weakness." 

For the first tanie Lionel fully ooi^pi^hended the causje of 
that yariable manner, with which Cedl h$d received his atten- 
tions» until interest in his, person hiui stilled her sensitive feel- 
ings. Without^ howerer^ betraying the least oonsdousn^ss oi 
his intelligence, he aivsweifed-* 

^Gratitude does not deserve so forbidding a name as dis- 
trust; nor will vanity penmt me to callperiiillity in my £ft?or a 
weakness,^ 

"' The word is a good and a safe term, as applied to poor 
human naturej* said €)eGil, si]ulidg o^ce more with all her native 
sweetness^ '^ and you may pos^bly ovetlpok it^ when you recollect 
that our foiUei ate sometajxietfi h^rediUlry^" 

^ I'pafdon your ulnMnd suspicion fqa thiit gentle acimowledg- 
meht^ But J may itioWy'without hesitatipii, ^pp'ly to your grand- 
moiher £>r b^r oon^lit^ to our immeditite union T 

^* You tf ould not 'have your ^pith$lamium suDg^- whem^ at tho 
next moment^ you may be requiiied. to listen to- the dirge ot 
somefti^ndr 

^ The very reason yotturge l^ain^t 0\yr marraag^, indjoeel^ mb 
to press it> Cfecil^ -As the season «d¥iuices> this pfeyiojf ws* 
must end^ . QoWe will either biidaik out of his boundf^ and drive 
the AniericAns tt^m tlie hilh^.or seek SQme otbe^ point lor more 
active iw&ter In either case you wcruld be left in a: distfaeted 
and ditided CQuntiy, at an age too tender for jonx own safety, 
rather the guardian than the ward of your helpless parent 
Sui^ely, Cecii, you would not hesittite to accept of my protec- 
tion at such a crisis, I h^ almost dai^ to si^, in tendeptess to 
younsel^ as Well air t» my leelings.'' s . 

"Sajy on," she answered; "I admire your ingenuity^ if not 
your argument In the first place, however,^ I do not believe 
yOiuf general .cftn drive the Amerieans firom their post so eaaly ; 
for, by a very simpde process in figures, that even I.imdeiBtandf 
you may find, that if one hill costs so many hundred men^ that 
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the purchase of the whole would be too dear. Naj, lion^ do 
not look do grave, I implore you I Surely, surely, you do not 
think I would speak idly of a battle that had nearly cost your 
life, and — and — ^my happiness." 

*^ Say on,'' sidd lionel, instantly diwniflsiag the momentary 
cloud from his brow, and amiling fondly in her anxious &oe ; 
"I admire your casuistry, and worship your feeling; but can 
also deny yout argument." 

Reassured by his voice and manner, after a moment of ex- 
treme agitation, she continued, in the same playful tones as 
before — 

" But we will suppose all the hills won^ and the American 
chie^ Washington, who, though nothing but a rebel, is a very 
respectable one, driven into the country with his army at his 
heels ; I trust it is to be done without the assistance of the 
women I Or, should Howe remove his forces, as you inti- 
mate, will he not leave the town behind him f In either case, 
I should remain quietly where I son ; safe in a British garrison, 
or safer among my countrjntnen." 

" Cecil, you are alike ignorant of the dangers and of the rude 
lawlessness of war. Though Howe should abandon the place, 
'twould be only for a time : believe me, t^e ministry will never 
yield the possesion of a town like this, which has so long dared 
their power, to men in arms against their lawful prince.^ 

** You have strangely forgotten the last six months, lionel, or 
you would not accuse me of ignorance of the misery that war 
can inflict" 

''A thousand thanks for the kind admission, dearest Cecil, as 
well as for the hint," said the young man, shifting the ground 
of his argument with the consistency, as well as the readiness 
of a lover ; ** you have owned your sentimeiits to me, and would 
not refuse to avow them again !" 

^ Not to one whose self-esteem will induce him to forget the 
weakness ; but, perhaps, I might hesitate to do such a silly thing 
before the world." 
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"^ I will then pat it to jonr heart,'' he oontinued, witLoat re- 
garding the smiling coquetry she had affected. ^ Believing the 
best, you vnM admit that another battle would be no strange 
occurrence ?" 

She raised her anxious looks to his fiice, but remained silent. 

" We both know, at least I know, from sad experience, that 
I am &r from being invulnerable. Now answer me, Oedl, — 
not as a female, struggling to support the fiEJse pride of her sex, 
but as a woman, generous and full of hearty like youTseli^ — 
were the events of the last six months to recur, whether would 
you live them over affianced in secret, or as an acknowledged 
wife, who might not blush to show her tenderness to the 
world r 

It was not until the large drops, that glistened at his words 
upon the dark lashes of Miss Dynevor, were shaken from the 
tremulous fringes that concealed her eyes, that she looked up, 
blushing, into his face, and said — 

^ Do you not then think that I endured enough, as one who 
felt herself betrothed ; but that closer ties were necessary to fill 
. the measure of my Riffering ?" 

"• I cannot even thank you as I would for those flattering 
tears, until my question is plainly answered.** 

" Is this altogether generous, lincoln 9" 

^ Perhaps not in appearance, but sincerely so in truth. By 
heaven, Cecil, I would shelter and protect you from a rude con- 
tact with the world, even as I seek my own happiness !*' 

Miss Dynevor was not only confased, but distressed; she 
however said, in a low voice — 

^ Yott forget. Major Lincoln, that I have one to consult^ with- 
out whose apiHTobation I can promise! nothing." 

^ WiU you, then, refer the questioDL to her wisdom f Should 
Mrs. Leehmere approve of our immediate union, may I say to 
her, that you authorize me to ask it f 

Oedl said nothing ; but smiling through her tears, she per- 
mitted Lionel to take her hand in a manner that a much less 
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Mmguitie man would batd found no difficulty in construing into 
an fusaent 

'*Ck>m6, then,'' he oiied, let us hasten to the apartment ot 
Mrs. Lechmere; did you not say she expected meF She suf- 
fered him to draw her arm £hrough his own, and lead her from 
the room. Notwithstanding the buoyant hopes with which 
Lionel conducted his companidii throi^h the passages of the 
house^ he did ;not> approach the chamber of Mrs. Ledimere 
without some inward repugnance. It was not possible to fotget 
entirely all that had ao ieoently passed, or to still, effactually, 
those dark suspicions whidi had been once awak^ed within his 
bosom. His pu]^)06e,' htywever, bore him onward^ and a glance 
at the trembling being, who now absolutely leaned on him for 
support, drore every considerBtion, in which she did not form a 
most prominent part^ from hs mind. 

^ The enfeebled appearance of the invalid^ with a sucklen recol- 
lection that she had sustained so much, in consequenoe of her 
anxiety in his own behalf so far aided the caiise of his atmt, 
that the young man noit only met her with cbrdiaUty, but with 
a feeling akin to gratitude. ' . 

The indispositian of Mrs. Lechmere had now continued for 
several weeks, and ber features, aged and sufdcen fts they wete, 
by the general decay of nature, sSorded strong additional testi- 
mony of the severity of her riecent illness. iHer fiace; besides 
being paler and mcnre eioiaciated than usualy had ca^ight that 
anxious expression, which great and protracted bocBly ailing is 
apt to leave on the' human countenance. ' Her brew was, how- 
ever, smooth and satisfied, unless iit moments, when a al^ht and 
involuntary play of the mtlsdes betrayed that fleeting pains 
continued, at short intervals^ to ronind her of her illness.- She 
.'eceived her visitors with a smile that wastsofto^ and .more con- 
ciliating than, usual, and whksh the pallid and earewom appears 
ance of her features rendeised deefj^ impressivQ. '. • 

^ It is kind, cousin lion^V she said, extending: her withered 
nahd to her ybung kinsman, >^in tiie sick to come thus to visit 
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the well. For after so long apprehending the worst on ybni 
account^ I cannot consent that my trifling injury should be men- 
tioned before your more serious wounds." 

^ Would, madam, that you had as happily recovered from 
their effects as myself," returned Lionel^ taking her hand, and 
pressing it with great sincerity. "■ I shall never forget that you 
owe your illness to anxiety for me.'' 

^ Let it pass, sir ; it is natural that we should feel strongly in 
behalf of those we love. I have }ived to see you well again, 
and, God willing, I shall live to see this wicked rebellion crushed." 
She paused; and i^iuling for a moment on the young pair who 
had approached her couch, she continued, >* Cecil has told me 
all, Major Lincoln." ^ 

^No, not all, dear madam," interrupted Lionel; *^I have 
something yet to add ; and in the commencement, I will, own 
l^at I d^nd altogether on your pity and judginent to support 
my pretensions.'^ 

^ Pretensions is an- injudidotis word, cousin Liond ; ^here 
there is a pesrfect equality of birth, educsttibn, and virtues, and, 
I may say, considering the difference in the sexes, of fortune 
too, it may amount to claims ; but pretensioitt is mi etsprenaon 
too ambiguous. Cecil, my child, go to my £brary ; in the 
small, secret drawer of my escritoire, you Will find a paper bear- 
ing your iaan»\ read it, my love^ and ^e^ bring if hither." 

She motioned to libnel to be seated, aadd when ihe door had 
closed on the retiring form of Cedl, she resumed the conversar 
tion. •• ■ •.:■:.■ --• • I . • 

''As we are about to speak of buednese, the i3on(iided gtri may 
as well be relieved. Major Lincbln. What is this particular 
avor that I shall be required to yield t" 

^ Like any other sturdy mjsndicant, tdio may have already 
partaken largely of your bounty, I xsome to beg the imsnediate 
pft of the last and greatest boon you can bestow." 

''My grandchild. There is no necessity for useless raaarves 
between us^ cousin Lionel, for you wiU remember that I too am 
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a Liucolo. Let m then speak freely, like two friends, wLo hare 
inet to determine on a matter equally near to the heart of each." 

" Such is my earnest wish, madam. I have been urging on 
Miss Dynevor the peril of the times, and the critical situation of 
the country, in both of which I have found the strongest rea- 
sons for our immediate union." 

"And Cecil—?" 

"Has been like hersdf— kind, but dutiful. She refers me 
entirely to your decision, by which alone she consents to be 
guided." 

Mrs. Lechmere made no immediate reply, but her features 
pow^ully beti'ayed the inward Workings of her mind. It cer- 
tainly was not displeasure that caused her to hesitate, her hol- 
low eye lighting with a gleam of satisfaction that could not be 
mistaken ; neither was it uncertainty, for her whole countenance 
seemed to express rather the uncoatroUable agitation which 
might accompany the sudden accomplishment of long-desired 
ends than any doubt as to their prudence. Gradually her agita- 
tion subsided ; and as her feelings became more natural, her 
hard eyes jSlled with tears, and when she spoke, there was a 
Bofbiess mingled with the tremor of her voices that Lionel had 
nerer before witnessed. 

" She is a good and a dutiful child, my own, my obedient 
Cecil I She will brii^ you no wealth. Major lincoln, that will 
be esteemed among your hoards, nor any proud title to add to 
the lustre of your honorable name ; but she will bring you what 
b as good, if not better — ^nay, I am sure it must be better — a 
pure and virtuous heart, that knows no guile," 

"A thousand and a thousand times more estimable in my 
eyes, my worthy aunt I" cried Lionel, melting before the touch 
of nature, which had so ^ectually seined the harsh feelings of 
Mrs. Lechmere; "let her cpme to my arms pennyless, and 
without a name ; she will be no less my wife — ^no less her own 
•DYaUiAblA selL" 

" I spoke only by comparison, Major Lincoln : the child of 
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Colonel Dynevor, and the granddaughter of the Lord Viscount 
Cardonnell, can have no cause to blush for her lineage ; neither 
will the descendant of John Lechmere be a dowerkss bride. 
When Cecil shall become Lady Lincoln, she need nerer wish to 
conceal the escutcheon of her own ancestors under the bloody 
hand of her husband's." 

'^May heaven long avert the hour when either of us may be 
required to use the symbol T' exclaimed Lionel. 

^ Did I not understand aright 9 was not your request for an 
instant marriage 9" 

" Never less in error, my dear madam ; but you surely do 
not forget that one lives so mutually dear to us, who has every 
reason to hope for many years of life ; and I trust, too, of hap- 
piness and reason." 

Mrs. Lechmere looked wildly at her nephew, and then passed 
her hand slowly before her eyes, from whence she did not with- 
draw them imtil a universal shudder had shaken the whole- of 
her enfeebled frame* 

'* You are right, my young cousin," she said, smiling faintly; 
"' I believe my bodily weakness has impaired my memory. I 
was indeed dreaming of days long since past You stood be- 
fore me in the image of your desolate fkther, while Cecil bore 
that of her mother — ^my own long-lost but wilful Agnes ! Oh ! 
she was my child I my child I and God has forgotten her faults 
in mercy to a moihCT's prayers." 

Lionel recoiled a step before the wild energy of the invalid's 
manner, in speechless amazement. A flush had passed into her 
pallid cheeks, and as she concluded, she clasped her hands be- 
fore her, and sunk on the pillows which supported her back. 
Large insulated tears fell from her eyes, and, slowly moving 
over her wasted cheeks, dropped inngly upon the counterpane. 
Lionel laid his hand upon the nightrbell, but an expressive ges- 
ture from his aunt prevented his ringing. 

** I am well again," she said; ''hand me the restorative by 
ycvr Btde." 
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Mrs. Lecbmere drank freely from tlie glass, und in ianoth^ 
minute her agitation subsided^ her features settling into their 
rigid oon>posure, and her eye resuming its hard expressioil, as 
though nothing had ocourred to disturb her usual cr>ld and 
worldly look. 

'^ You see how much better youth can endure the ravages of 
disease than age, by my i»resent weakness, Major Lincoln," she 
continued ; *'but let vA tetum to other and more agreeable sub- 
^ts — ^you have not only my consent, but iny wish,! that you 
should wed my grandchild. It is a happiness that I have rather 
hoped for than dared to expect, and I will freely add, 'tis a con- 
summation of my wishes that wiU render the ereniag of my 
days not only happy, but UesSed." 

"Then, dearest madam, why should it be delayed?-- *m> one 
tsan say what a day may hmg forth, tit siidi a. time 'as this, and 
the moment of bustle and action is not the hour' to register the 
marriage vOws." ; i , 

After musing a moment, Mrs. Lechmere replied^^i 

" We have a good and holy custom in this xdigious' province, 
of <^toosing the day which the Lord has i^ apart for lida own 
exeltisiye wo):Ship as that on which tb enter into the honorable 
stat^ bf matHibony,, Choose, then, between this orrlhe; next 
gabbatb fw yotat mipMs." 

What^^ver might be the atdor !of the joiing tDan,he wasa 
little surprised at the shortness'iDf the ^fotaD^r peidod^; /but the 
pride of hic^ B^ would not admit of any hesitation. 

** Let it be thii diay, if Miss Bynevoroan be brought* freely to 
conselkt." • •; ■ ' '."■.' r .. . ■ , . . • 

"Here then she ccariea to tell, jou that,:at my reqiaesi, she 
does. Oedl, my owA sweet dhild,! hare proknised Major JAu'* 
yibx that you will become his wile this day." ! 

Miss Dyaevor, who had idvaiiced into the' oentre of the loom, 
before she heard the purp<Mt of this speech^ stopped abort, andf 
stood like a beautiful statue, ex^veesing astonishnitot and: dis- 
may. Her color went and came with alarming quidmess, and 
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the paper fell from ber trembling baiidB to ber f<^t, wbkb ap* 
peared riveted to the floor. 

** To^y 1" she repeated^ in a voice barely audible— "did you 
say totday, my grandinotber f 

" Even to-day, my child." 
; . " Why ihia reluctance, this alanu, Cecil f". said lionel, ap 
proaching, and leading her g^tly to a seat ^ You know the 
peril; of th^e timea — you have coiuiesbended to own. your senti- 
mentSTrHSODfiider ; the winter is bveakingy and the first thaw cau 
lead to evehts which may entirely alter our sitnataoiu" 

"AIL these may have weight in your eyes. Major linooln,'* 
interrupted Mrs. Lechmere, in a voice whose mai^bed solemnity 
drew the attention of her hearers ; " but I have other and deeper 
motives, : Have I not already proved the dangers and the evils 
of delay t Ye are yoimg, and ye are virtuous^ why should ye 
not be happy 9 Cecil, if you love: and revere me^ as I think you 
do^ you will beeome his wife this day.** 

" Let me have time to think, dearest grandmother. The tie 
is so new and so solemn I Major Iincoln,-^ear Ii]onel,*^you 
are pot wont to be ungenerous ; I throw myself on your kind- 
new 1" 

Lionel did not speak, and Mrs. Lechmere calmly answered—^ 

" Tis not at his, but my request, that you will comply." 

Miss Dyikevor rose from her seat by the side of Lionel, with 
an air of offended delicacy, and said, with a mournful smile, to 
her lover — 

'. ": Sfaiess has rendered my good mother timid and weak — will 
you excuse my desire to be alone with. her f 

^ I leave you, Cedl," he said, ^ but 'if you ascribe my silence 
to any other motive than, tenderness, to your feelings, you are 
unjust both to .yourself and me.'' 

She expressed her gratitude only in :her looks, and he imme- 
diately withdrew, to await the result of their conversation in his 
own apartment The half hour that Lionel passed in his cham* 
ber seemed half a year; but at the expiration of that short pe- 
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riod of time, Meriton came to aimoance that Mis. LeoLmere 
desired his presence again in her room. 

The first glance of her eye assured Major Lincoln that his 
cause had triumphed. His aunt had sunk back on her pillows^ 
with her countenance set in a calculating and rigid expression, 
which indicated a satisfaction so selfish that it almoet induced 
the young man to regret she had not (ailed. But when his 
eyes met tiie tearful and timid glances of the bluing Cecil, he 
fdt that, provided she could be his without violence to her feel* 
ings, he cared but Ht^e at whose instigation she had oonsented. 

^K I am to read my &te by your goodness, I know I may 
hope,'' he said, advancing to her side — ^ if in my own deserts; 
I am left to despair." 

^ Perhaps 'twas feolishflincoln," she said, smiling through 
her tears, and firankly placing her hand in his, ^ to heshate 
about a few days, when I feel ready to devote my h£^ to youv 
happiness. It is the wish of my grandmother that I place mj- 
self under your protection." 

^ Then this evening nnites us fiX'ever S" 

^ There is no obligation on your gallantry, that it should posi*^ 
tively take place this very evening, if any or the least dijfficulties 
present." 

'* But none do, nor can," interrupted Lionel. ^ Happily the 
marriage forms of the colony are simple, and we enjoy the con- 
sult of all who have any right to interfere." 

^ Gk>, then, my children, and complete your brief arrange* 
meats," said Mrs. Lechmere : '^ 'tis a sol^im knot that ye tie ! 
it must, it will be happy !" . 

Lionel pressed the hand of his intended bride, and withdrew ; 
and Cecil, throwing herself into the arms <^ her gran<hxiother, 
gave vent to her feelings in a burst oi tears. Mrs. Lechmere 
did not repulse her child ; on the contrary, she pressed her once 
or twice to her heart ; but still an observant spectator might 
have seen that her looks betrayed more of worldly pride, than of 
those natural emotions which such a scene ought to have exoitcd 
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CHAPTER XXI. ^ 

** CouM^ friar Fxanctai be, brief ; only to the pUln fomi of mantage.* 

U.UOR ADO ABOOT KOTBIIIO. 

Major Lincoln had justly said, the laws regulating marriagei 
in the Massachiisetts, which were adapted to the in&nt state of 
the country, threw but few impediments in the way of the in- 
dissoluble connection. Cecil had, however, been educated in 
the bosom of the English Church, and she dung to its forms 
and ceremonies with an affection that may easily be accounted 
(ot in their soknmity and beauty. Notwithstanding the colo- 
nists oflten chose the weekly festival for their bridals, the rage 
oi reform had excluded the altar fixxn most of their temples, 
and it was not usual with them to celelMrate their nuptials in 
the places of public worship. But there appeared so much of 
unreasonable haste, and so little of due preparation, in her own 
case, that Miss Dynevor, amicus to give all solemnity to an act, 
to whose importance she was senably alive, expressed her desire 
to pronounce her vows at that altar where she had so long been 
used to worship, and under that roof where she had already, 
since the rising of the sun, poured out the thanksgivings of her 
pure spirit in behalf of the man who was so loon to become her 
husband. 

As Mrs. Lechmare had declared that the agitation of the day 
and her feeble condition must unavoidably prevent her witness* 
ing the ceremony, there existed no sufficient reason for not in- 
dulging the request of her grandchild, notwithstanding it was 
not in strict accordance with the customs of the place. But 
being married at the altar, and being married in public, were 
48 
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not similar duties ; and in order to effect the one and avoid the 
other, it was necessary to postpone the ceremony until a late 
hour, and to clothe the whole in a doak of mystery, that the . 
otherwise unembarrassed state of the parties would not have re- 
quired. 

Miss Dynevor made no other confidant than her cousin. Her 
feelings being altogether elevated above the ordinarily idle con- 
siderations which are induced by time and preparations on such 
an occasion, her brief arrangements were soon ended, and she 
awaited the appointed moment without alarm, if not without 
emotipBi 

Ijonel had. much more to perform. He knew that the least 
intimatiou of such a. scene would collect a curious and a dis- 
agreeable crowd itrQ^nd and in the church, and he therefore de^ 
termipedithat his {dans should be arranged in silence, and maxi- 
aged secretly. In order to prevent a siupriae, Meriton. was sent 
to the . <^lergyman, requesting, him to^appmht an hour in the 
evening whei^ he could give an interview to^Major lincoln. He 
was answered that at any moment after iiineoVloGk Dr, Liturgy 
would be released from the duties of : the day, and in readiness 
to r0c^ve hk^ Thei;e was no alternative;. and; ten was the 
time mentioned to Cecil when she was cequ^ted to meet him 
before the altar« Major lihcoln distrusted a little the discretion 
of Polwarth, and he contented himself with merely telling his 
fkiend ihat he was to be nlarried that evening, and that he must 
be careful to repair to Tremont^treet in. order to give away .the 
bride, appointing an hour sufficiently eady for all the subsequent 
movements. His groom and his valet had< their re4>ective and 
separate orders, and long before the important moment, he had 
every thing arranged, as he believed, beyond the possibility of a 
iisappdntment. 

Perhaps there was something a little romantic, if not diseased, 
in the mind of Lionel that caused him to derive a secret jdeasiure 
from the hidden movements he contemplated. He : was certainly 
not entirely free from a touch of that melancholy and morbid 



LIOVBIilJlHGOLN; 280 

Innnor winch: lias been mentionfid as the ehanicterirtio of his 
race, nor did he always feel the less happy because lie wasf a 
lilOe miaerabie. However, either by ihiaJactivits^ of intellect or 
tliai excellent training in life he hijd uoclergone, by being re- 
qiiiied to act eady forhunael^ he had.8o.fiur'fliioce4ididd in quell- 
ittg the evil ipimt wiihin hixi^asita sendfritf, inBiienoe. quite 
imperceptible to others, and nearly so to himseK It had, in 
fine, left ini^ what wb have endeavoired to tepresent.him lA tjbese 
pflgea*-**liot .a bhbi without faults, bnti^eitaiuly^oue of jtoany 
high and generoua.viHiies. . 

An the day dvew to a ^ose,.the small-fftinily party.in Tremontr 
street collected, in their usual manner, to partake of the evening 
wjpuMif whidi was ciHB^on thionghont'theeolopaes at that 
period.' 'Cecil waa p^.and at times, n aKght tremot was per* 
oeptibie in the httfe ikand whi6h::didv the officer of thiUble ; 
but. ther^ was a forced eidmness.aeatiBd'ift beir:hu}n»d ey^.'tbiJt 
betajkittadihe lesbluiion she. hadsmiwioiied to her assist^nee in 
(»der to conqdy with: tii« wishes of her grandmbther; Agnea 
Danforth was silent and observant, though an occasional look, 
•if moiethan usual meiming, betxayed what she thought of the 
mystery and suddenness of the approitohiiig nuptials^ : H wbuld 
seem, however, that the importaiice^of thes^ she. wifts about to 
take had served! to raise the bride aboi^e the little affidotations of 
her sex; f6r she apdbecf the pr^pacatioos liket iin» trlfo ovned 
hei' kitefest in tiieir oonipletid% audfwhb 4y(^.drei4«d Hhjiii 
som^faingmightyet oociir to.niat:ithem*; . 

^K I were superstitious, and'hadiiith u» dniensi Id|MX>ln,'' 
she said, ''the hour and the weatb^t ,mi|^t well inthpidate me 
ftom taking this step. See, the wiiAl iifthWy blpwa across the 
ehdleai wasteii of the oceait, and: tba 'Wow. is drivtug through 
Ae streets in "whirlwindaP . 

'i'lt is not yet too late to cOunteriiUiBd.|ny .<h4^(9, Cecil," h^ 
said, regaiding her anxiously ; '^ I haVe majdenU my movements 
so like a great commander, th^ H is iwea^ Ui retrcgrade as to 
advance.'' 

13 
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^ Woald you ihea retreat before one so little fbnnidable si^ 
I ?"' dbe returned, smiling. 

'^ You surely undeiBtand me as wieluDg only to change the 
place <^ our xnairiage. I dread exposing you and 08r> kind 
cousin to the tempest, which, as you say, after swe^)ing orei 
the ocean so long, appears rejoiced to find knd on which to ^» 
pend its fury.^' 

^I have not mificonstnied your- meanings liouel, bqt must 
you be mistaken in mine* I will become your wife to-night^ 
and cheerfully too ; for what reason ^ean I have. to doudbt you 
now move than formerly ? But my vows ^musi bei offered aiyihe 
altar.** 

Agues, p^ceiring that her oonsxa ^wke with ji suppzessed 
emotion that made utteianoe difficulty gay^y intertnpted her — 

''And as for the snow, you know tittle of Boston girls^ of you 
think' an i<nde has any terrors for them, 2 vow/Oedl, 1 do 
think you and I ha^e been guilty, when 'obiMbeii^ e£ coasting in 
a handnded, down the side of Beacoii,in. a worse, fiuny than 
this.** 

^We^ w^e guilty of many mad and siliy. ihii^ at t^ that 
might not grace twenty, Agnes." 

''Lord, how like a- matron she speaks already!" 'interrupted 
the other, throwing up her eyes and claspmgher/himdsinaf* 
feoted admiration: " nothing short of the ^urdt wffi satisfy so 
di8(»*eet a daii^, Major I^eoln ! so dismiss your caires ob her 
account, and be^n to enumerate the cloaks and OYereosits neose*' 
sary to your own preservation*?' . 1 - 

Lionel made a Kvely reply, when a^ dialogue <rf some spirit 
ensued between him and Agnes, to which even Cecil listened 
with a beguiled ear. Wh^' the evening had adrsnoed, Pol* 
w^h made his appearance, suitably attired, and with a face 
that was sufficiently knowing and important for the loocasion. 
Hie {Presence of the captain reminded Lionel of the hiteness ci 
thehouF, and without delay, he hastened to oommiqiieaite hia 
plans to his friend. 
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At a few minutes before ten, Polwarth was to accompany the 
ladies in a covered sleigh to the chapel, which was not a stone's 
tii&FOw from their residence, where the bridegroom was to be in 
readiness to receive them, with the divine. Referring the cap- 
tain: to Meriton for farther instructions, and without waiting to 
hear Hie other express his amazement st the singularity of the 
plan, Major Lincoln said a few words of tender encouragement 
to Oedl, looked at his watch, and throwing his cloak around 
him, took his hat, and departed. 

We shall leave Polwaith endeavoring to extract the meaning 
of all these mystflrious movements from the wilful and amused 
Agnes (Oecii having retii^ also), and accompany the bride- 
groom in his progress tbtirards ^ residence of the divine. 

Major Lincoln found the streets entirely deserted. The night 
was not dark, fer a Mi moon was wading among the volumes 
of clouds^ which drove before the tempest in dark and threaten* 
ing masses, that contrasted singularly and wildly to the light 
covering of the hills and buildings of the town. Occasioaaily 
the gusts of the wind would lift eddying wreaths of fine snow 
fi!iMA some rob^ and whole squares were wrapt in mist as the 
frozen vapor whistled by. At times, the gale howled among 
the chimneys and turrets, in a steady, sullen roaring ; and there 
were again mommits when the element appeared hushed, as if 
its fury were expended, and winter, having worked its might, 
was yieldii^ to the steady, but insensible advances of spring. 
There was something in the season and the hour peculiarly in 
consonance with the excited temperament of the young bride- 
groom. Ev^i the solitude of the streets, and the hollow rush- 
mg of the winds, the fieeting and dim light of the moon, which 
afforded passing glimpses of smrounding objects, and then was 
bid behind a dark veil of shiiUng vapor, contributed to his pleas- 
ure. He made his way through the snow, willi that species of 
ttem joy, to which all are indebted, at times, for momenta of 
wild and pleasing self-abandonment. Hb thoughts- vaciyated 
between the purpose of the hour, and the unlooked-for coinci- 



202 uiovwih x.iircoJkiN« 

dence of circumstaooes/tb^t .b4<l dothed it in. a dr^. of ^oh 
rbQumtic mysteiy.. Oooe or twiee a pfti»fiil J^od xiar k tii^cmght^ 
Goaneeted with tte secret of Mr^. I^i3bm«ri^V.life^&uiidr1t8 way 
among his in^xte pleamg yisioiis, but it wa4 (p^jr <^a^j&om 
his nuiid by th^imiig^ of her who antaited ii^ mpy^&o^mUi m mck 
oonflding faith, md wjth. mck oeoure atid.d^pe^d^t'affo^oo* 

As the residence of Dfr. Liturgy, wiis 0]»,4te Npllii-^etu]^ whi<lh 
^as then oi^ of the bshiooable qiuiir(;«rs pf jth^. t^w4, tbe d^ 
tance required that Lionel shofild be diSi^ntyiJn ctr^r to be 
punctual to his appointment You^, Actir^ aod'ftill bf bope, 
he passed al09g the un^u^l paTepnentft with gm%. ra|HdS^y, and 
had the datiaiaotifeQ of perceiving by: bift watcihy^wbeii. admitted 
to the. presence: pf ,the .clergyioim, that hi^ i^peed. ')M eten out- 
9tHpped.the prov^b^ fl^tpess of tim^ itaelC.; : .. 

The leyereod g^tlemian wapiu his. ^ISaAj^ nQtm^Vmg himself 
for the ftrdttoug duiied ni ti^ dajr^ wil& thd.CK^ntfoH^ of a lltrge 
e$sy^:h4ir^ a wai!fa flret.aifd '« piiteher Wed withftmis^ture of 
eid^ dnd ginger, togefehet with otbet iwtictes that^rould haye 
done cr^t to the biowledgie of: J^olwarth ik^ sp}eelk His full 
and decorous ing wa9 i^plaped by a.tr^yet: oap^' his shoes were 
unbu^^ and hi?^ heels i?eleiiAed.from eoplte^ent In sh<^ 
all his lurapgementa weice those of a knaA wbo^ haying endured 
a day :^of labor, w^s resolv^ U> proye .thti enjpym^ta of an evenr 
ing of . rest. His pipe, thOi^h filled, :aAd On the : little table by 
his jside, was not %ht^d, ift coiDplim^zft to the: guest he expected 
f^t that hour. Atf he.^as; slightly acqu^nl^ed ^frilih Major Lin- 
coln, no introduct^Q. was necessaty, and the two gentlemen 
were soon seated; the,C!i|e eQdeavoriiig to oy^r<k>me the embar- 
irassment he felt on reteslling his singular en^u^ ^d the other 
waiting, in no littlo curiodtyj to leam the re^$on wh.y a itaember 
oi Parliament, and the heir of ten thousiand a yeaii, ahoidd come 
i^broad on such an unpropitious night 

At leiji^ I4onel succeeded in making the astonished priest 
unde^tand his wkbes, imd paused to heA^ the expected ap|>n^ 
bation of his proposal 
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Dr. liturgy had list^edwith tl^ most profonnd attention, « 
|f to cutdb wMae Qlue to explain the mjBtery of the extraordinary 
prooeedii^^' and ^hen die young man conclwled, be lineon- 
fidoudy lighted his pipe^ and hegan to throl¥ out large -douds 
(Asmoke, like a man who felt there was a <ie9ignlto aliridge his 
pleasures, and .whO' was consequently ^termined- to^ m^ the 
most of his. timet 

^ Married I To be married in diurch I and after {he night 
lecture ?** he mu^red in a low voice between his long-drawn 
foSk. ^ ^TtB my duty— certamly — ^Majpr Lincoln — to marry my 
parishioners — ^ 

^ In the present instance, as I kiK>w my request to be irregular, 
sir,*' interrupted the impatient Liond, "• I will make it your in- 
terest also.'* While speaking, he took a well-filled purse from 
his podcet, and, with an air of much delicacy^ laid a- small pile 
of gdd by the »de of the silver spectade-case of thci divine, as 
if to show him. thfe ^<M^nce it the- talue of &e two metals. 

Dp. Liturgy bowed his ackjiowtedgmenfs, and- iiisensibly 
diaoged the stream of smokj^ ^ the opposite cbmer of. his 
mouth, so as to leave the view . bf the glittering bobn unob- 
structed. At the same time he raised the heel of one shoe, and 
thmw an anxious glance at' the i^urtained window, to inquire 
into the. state of the weath^. 

^ Gould not the ceremony be p^ormed at the house of Mi's. 
Ledimeref* he asked: ^Mis& Dynevor is a tender child, and I 
fear the cold air of the chapel mig'ht do her no service.*' 

^ It is her wish to go to the altar, and you are iseiiESble it is 
not my part to question her dedsio^ in such a matter." . 

^ Tis a pious inclination ; though I trust she knows the dis- 
tinction bet#^h the spiritual and the tetnporai church. The 
laws of the oolomed are too loose on the subject of marriages. 
Major Lincoln ; culpably "and dangerously loose P • 

" But as it is not in our power to alter, my gdod air, you will 
permit me to profit by them, imperfect as they are?'* 

* Undobiably — it is part of my oflSce to christen, to marrv; 
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and to bury ; a duty which, I often say, covers the beginning, 
the middle, and the end of existence.^ — ^But pennit me to help 
you to a little of my beTerage, Major Lincdor-^we call it *• Sam- 
son,' in Boston ; you will find the * Danite' a warm.comipanion 
for a February night in this climate." 

''The mixture is not inaptly named, ftii*," aaid Li<Hie], 
after wettmg his lips, '' if strength be the quality itiost con- ' 
eidered." 

'' Ah I you have him from the lap of a DeUlah ; but.it is un- 
becoming in one of my oloth to meddle with aught of the 
harlot" 

He laughed at his own wit, and made a more spirituous than 
spiritual ^dditicn to his glass, \^hile he continued — 

^ We divide it into ' Qamson with his hair ofi^' and ' Samson 
with his hair on ;' and I believe myself the most orthodox in 
preferring the man of strength in his native comeliness. I 
pledge you, Major Lincoln : may the middle of your days be as 
happy fks the charming young lady you are about to espouse 
may well render them; and your end, sir, that of a good 
churchman, and a faithful subject." 

Lionel, who considered this compliment as an indication of his 
success, now rose, and said a few words on the subject of their 
meeting in the chapel. The divine, who manifestly posses^ 
no great relish fur the duty, made sundry slight objectionfr to 
the whole proceeding, which were, however, soon overcome by 
the arguments of the bndegroojm. At lengthy every difficulty 
was happily adjusted, save one, and that the epicurean doctor 
stoutly declared to be a serious objection to acting in the mat- 
ter. The church fires were sufiered to go down, and his sexton 
had been taken from the chapel, that very evening, with every 
symptom on him (^ the terrible pestilence which then raged 
in the place, adding by ita danger, to the horrors and the pri- 
vations of the siege. 

''A clear case of the small-pox, I do assure you, Major Lin- 
coln," he continued, "and contracted, without doubt, from eome 
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•miflfiaries sent into the town for that porpoae, hj the wicked 
devices of the rebels." 

^ I have heard that each party aceoaes the other oi jesoniiug 
to these unjustifiable meiuia of annoyance," returned Lionel ; 
^ but, as I know our own leader to be above such baseness, J 
will not suspect any other man of it without proof." 

^ Too charitable by hal^ sir — much too charitable I But let 
the disease come whence it will, I fear my 'sexton will prove its 
victfm." . 

^ I will take the charge on myself of having the fires re- 
newed," said lionel : *' the embers must yet be in the stoves, 
and we have still an hour of time before us." 

As the clergyman was much too conscientious to retain pos- 
session of the gold without fully entitling himself to tlie owner- 
ship, he had long before determined to coinply, notwidistanding 
the seciet yearnings, of his flesh. Their plana were ]io\^ soon 
arranged, and Lionel, after receiving the key of the chapel, took 
his leave for a time. 

When Major Lincoln found himself in the. street again, he 
walked for some distance in the direction of the chapel, anxiously 
looking along the deserted way, in order to discover an unem- 
ployed soldier, who might serve to perform the menial offices of 
tiie absent sexton. He proceeded for some distance without 
success ; for every tjiiiig human seemed housed, even the num- 
ber of lights in. the windows beginning to decrease in a manner 
which denoted that the.usual hou? of rest had arrived. He had 
paused in the entrance of the Dock Square, uncertain where to 
apply for an assistant, when he caught a glimpse of the figpire 
of a man, crouching under the walls of it» old turreted ware- 
house, so often mentioned. Without hesitating an instant, he 
approached the spot, fi*om which the figure neither moved, nor 
did it indeed betray any other evidence of a consciousness: of 
his proximity. Notwithstanding the dimness of the moon, there 
was K^ enough to detect the extreme misery of the object be- 
fore him. His tattered and thin attire sufficiently be^Kike iho 
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motive of the struiger for, seeking a shelter from the cotimg 
winds behind an angle of the wall, while his .phjB^eal wanla 
were betrayed bj the eager manaer in which be gnawed at a 
bone that might w^iiaje been rejected from, the mei^ of. the 
meanest private, notwithstanding the extreme searcity tba^t pre- 
vailed in the gurfsdn. .' IiQnel>£;>igot kr a moment his pveaent 
object^ at this ezhibhioa.i>f human sufieiingy aad with a land 
voice he addressed the :wretdhed.being« 

^ You have a cold spot to eat your supper in, my friend/' he 
said; ** and it^wiould ^em, too, but a scanty meaL*' . . 

Without ceasing to masticate his iwerable »ut<ime&t, or even 
raising his eyes, the other said, in; a gwwKog. V0ioe— : . . . 

f The king could fiibttt up ibe Idurbor^and keep.oui the sUps; 
but ha hasn't the might to drive: .cold weather from Voeton, in 
ihemonih'of M^r^I" . , 

^ As I live, Job Prayl I'Come with' i^e, bo^v ^uad I will^ give 
you a better meal, and a wanner place to.exgQjl ilt.in \. bu^ first 
tell me, can you procure a lantern and a lightfrxHtiyoaf mother?'* 

"" You eauH go in the wir^'Us' t<3irnight,'*.fetntn^ :tte\lad, 
pontivefy*.. 

'^ Is theie iio jdaoe at hand^ then, Irbere 4uch: things nu 
puvchaaed-f.: ; . ,:.- ; '•'•.--.., 

^Iliey keepithem iher«,'';aalid Job^ pdliting suUenly tb a low 
bosldii^ on the of^poate side of the aqoar^ through oue of the 
windowB of wUu^ ;i fiunl'ligfat waa glimmenng. 

*^Then. tdm this money, and ^ buy thesn for me, without 
deky.""- ..' 
^ Job hesitated with iIl-*concealed neluiotapQe^: 

^Go^ fellow, I haire instant need of thefn,.and youoan keep 
the change ferydur reward." 

The.70n1ng.maB no longer betted. ai\yindastio6ition to go, 
but answered with great: pr<Hnptitode, forgone of.Ua.imbelcile 



^ Jol) will go, if you will. let him buy. Nab.some ne^ with 
tbechaager . 
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^Oertainly, buy whatljaa will with it; und furtliermore, I 
promise you, tliat neither yoar knoiher not younelf shiall want 
again for food or dothiDg.'' 

^ Job'ff.a-hnngfy/^ said thd siiiipletdn ; ^ hut they say hungei 
don't come as eravihg upon a young stomach as upon an old 
one. Do you think the liitig'lmowa what it is io be a-cold and 
hungry??' - - ' 

'^ I know not, boy—bat I know %dl well that if one sufiering 
like you were before him, kin he^ would yearn to relieve him. 
Go, go, and buy yourself food too, if they have it." 

tn a very few minutes liot^el saw the simpleton issuing from 
the house to whicfh be had vtin ^t his bidding, with the desired 
lantern: "■■'■:■ '■'••;'.'■• . > ■'-'•'' 

*^ IMd you get any food f said Lionel, motiomtig to Job to 
precede him with the light ; ^ I truist you did not entirely forget 
yourself in yotir hftstie to serve tne.^ 

** J6b hope» he didn't csttch the pe(S(tilence,^ rettlrned the lad, 
eating at the saine thne voraciously of a small roll o( btead. • 

** Catch what? what is it you hope you did not catch?" 

^The pestilence— they are full of the foul disorder in that 
house/* 

** Do you mean the small-pox, boy ?" 

** Yes ; some call it ismaS-pox^ and some call it the foul disor- 
der, ttnd other ildnie the pestilence. The king cab keep out th<} 
trade, but h^^^an^ keep 'oilt tbe dold and the jMstilenbe fcom 
Bostcm ; but when the p€K)]^Ie get the town; back, they'll know 
what to 46 wStdi it^hey*!! send it all t» the pest-hbusen P 

^ I hop(» Iha?^ heft dqpoied y^tt unwittingly to danger, Job^ 
t€ would hav4 b^n 'bett^ had rgbhe myself ; for I was inocu- 
lated for the terrible ^dideauB0 in Iny iii&ncy " 

Jobj who, in %xp^rei^ng 'hi6 sesn^e of the d^g^r, had ex- 
hausted t&e i^rei^ of h» feeble mind on the subject, Aiade no 
reply, bttt contihued Walking throtigh litie ^uatej uhtil they 
reached its teiix!lnati(^, whtf^ turned, and inquired wlucb 
'iray he was to go. : -^ 
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^ To the church," said lionel^ ^'and siviftly, lad." 

As they entered Corih-hill, they encountered the fury ci tlte 
wind, when Major lincohi, bowing his head, and gathering his 
cloak about him, followed the light which flitted along the pave- 
ment in his front. Shut out in a manner from the world by this 
covering, his thoughts returned to their former channel, and in 
a few moments he forgot where he was, or whom he was fol- 
lowing. He was soon awakened from his abstraction by per- 
ceiving that it was necessary for him to ascend a few st^^s, 
when, supposing he had reached the place of destination, he 
raised his head, and unthinkingly followed^ his conductor into 
the tower of a large edifice. Immediately perceiving hb mis- 
take, by the difference of the architecture from that of the 
Eing^s Chapel, he reproved the lad for his folly, and demanded 
why he had brought him thither. 

^^ This is what you call a church," said Job, ^ tiiough I call 
it a meetin^us\ It^s no wonder you don't know it — hr what 
the people built fos a temple, the king has turned into a 
stabler 

'* A stable !" exclaimed Lionel. Perceiving a strong smell of 
horses in the place, he advanced and threw open the inn6r door, 
when, to his amazement; he perceived that he stood in an area 
fitted for the exercises of the cavalry. There was no mistaking 
the place, nor its uses. The naked gaUeries, and many of the 
original ornaments, were standing; but tbe accommodations 
below were destix>yed, and in their places the floor 1^ been 
covered with earth, for horses and their riders to practise in the 
cavesson. The abominations of the place even now offended 
his senses, as he stood on that spot where he remembered so 
often to have seen the grave and pious colonists asfsemble, in 
oroiirds, to worefhip. Seizing the lantern from Job, he^ huiried 
out of the building, with a disgust that even the unobservant 
simpleton had no difficulty in discovering. On reaching the 
street, his eyes fell upon the lights, and on the silent dignity ci 
the Province House, and he was compelled to reooUeot, that 



this wanton violation of the feelings of the colonists had been 
practised directly under the windows of the royal governor. 

" Fools, fools !" he muttered bitterly : " when ye should have 
struck like men, ye have trifled as children ; and ye have for- 
gotten your manhood, and even your God, to indulge your be- 
sotted spleen ^ 

** And now these very horses are starving for want of hay, as 
a judgment upon them P said Job, who shuffled his way in- 
dustrious^ at the other's side. ^ They had better have gone 
to meetin' themselves, and heard the expounding, than to set 
dumb b^usts a rioting in a pla^d that the Lord used to visit so 
often!" 

^'Tell me, boy, of what other act of folly and madness has 
the army been guilty f 

•*Whatl haven't you hieaid of the Old North I IteyVe 
made oven-wood of the grandest temple in the Bay I If they 
dsired, they'd lay their ungodly hands on old Funnel itself P 

Lionel mt^de no reply. He had heard that the distresses of 
the garrison, heightened as they were by the ceaseless activity 
of the Americans, had'compelled tbem to convert many houses, 
as well as the church in question, into fuel. But he saw in the 
act nothing more thati the usual recourse of a common military 
exigency. It wHs free fixnn that reckless ocmtempt of a people's 
feelings^ which was exhibited in the prostitntion of the ancient 
walls of the sister edifice, which was known throughout New- 
England, with $ species of veneratioit, as the ^ Old South." He 
continued his way gloomily along the silent streets, until he 
reached 1^ mors iavxnred temple^ in which the ritual of the 
English church was observed, and whose roof was rendered 
iouMy saered, in the eyes of the galrrison, by the accidental 
cs^ctimstaiic^ of bearing the title of their earthly monarch. 
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CHAPTER X-XII. 

**Tl)oii art too like tbe spirit of ^anqno ; down T ' 



Major Lincoln found tbe King's Chapel differing in evolj 
particular from the venerahle, but prostituted building" he had 
}u«t quilted. Ab he entoK^, the light of jus lantern pli^ed 
over the rich scarlet covering of many a' pe^, and glanced upon 
the gMttering oman^ntsof the polished pcgiui, iVfhicV "^oyr 
slmnbered in ju chilled a sifenoeas the<d^ad, ndiich lay in such 
miflla^udBs widiiB ahd'^ffithont the innssiy^ ira^ Th(9; labored 
ocdunmsy lidih theiir deader [sbb&t^ and' fretted. ciqpit$]s^ tliirew 
shapeless idiadows across rthe -diin: baoi^;rQimd; pep}ding thjd 
galkriea and eeiHng with iroagiriary. phantoms of thin air. M 
thiaalight deluaioa; passed ^way, be became sen^ble: of the 
change in the tempdnatwre. The ,waFnp(th'w4e iM>t yet dissipated, 
"whidi ^lad been: maintained during .the diff^ren^- s^rvipes pf the 
day ; ior^ ncttwithstanding th^ mn'ts of the town $A^ garrison, 
the ia^na^d temple^ where the nipresentlktive of the, sovereign 
Was wont'to worahi^^ knew.noit ihe . oidiniu!;]^ privaiUons <^.tfae 
place. Job waadiiscted to sjopj^ the dying ^mbfsrs of the 
stoves withr&esh iuel, and fulthfeaiftipletim WjsU'bew irhero io 
find the stores .of the dtiurdh, his office was perf<»»ied ^with tti 
alacrity that. was not a iitHe inccaaaedby his i^wn ^nSeris^ 

When the busde of preparation had sUbsidlBd, Lionel drew a 
chair from the chancel, while Job crouched by the side of the 
quivering iron he had heated, in that attitude he was wont to 
assume, and which so touchingly expressed the secret conscious^ 
ness he felt of his own inferiority. As the grateful warmth dif 
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fused itself ov6r die half-naked frame of ihe simpleton^ his head 
annk upon lus boaom, and he was hat fiiUing into a.-slumber, 
like a worried Jiotiiid thai had at length found ease and shelter. 
A moce actiye mind would have wished to learn tihe - reasons 
that oould indnoe faia companion jbo seek such an asyhim at that 
unseasonahje hour; But Joh wasastsranger to curiosity; nor 
did the occasional glimmerings of his mind'oflben exteild heyond 
those holy preeepb which had heea taught hiin with such. care, 
before disease had sapp^.his &coltie8y or those pc^ular. prin- 
ciples of thiB time, that formed so. esseiitial a portion of the 
thoiights of eyeiy New £nglandnviou . 

Not so with Major Lineoln. His watch told, him that many 
weary minutes must elapse before he could expect to roeeiFe 
his bide ; and he disposed himself to wait, witii aa nuieh' pa- 
tienca i» oi>mp<«ted witkfiyetand-twent7,^dihe!aircieuii8taBce& 
In.a dioft time this Utilkiess of the AmpA wto leetored, inter- 
rupted only by the passing gusts of £he wJnd witibottt^ and'the 
dttil roaritig of theiii]cnaoe^ by whose' side J^ob sbiadattPdd in a 
state of happy obHvion. 

LidnelendeavQred to still his truant thoughte,' and ;l>ring l&em 
in trajmingfor the solemn ceremony in which he waa sooatobe 
an actor. Finding the ttok too difficulty he amse^ aiHl ap- 
proadiing a window^ looked out upOfn.ihe'So]ilude;aiid' the 
whirlwinds of snow tkat drifted throtigh ?the strcfets^ eagerly 
listening for those sounds of approach, which his reiasan told 
hini he oiigiit jiot yet.to espeoi \ Again! he aeated himael^.and 
turned . 1^ eyea mquirinj^y! afaant Idm, with % sort : of inward 
apprebenskm ti^ some one lay emiceaJedy in the auironnding 
gloom, with a secret desire to mar his approaching happiness. 
There was so much of !wild and ieverish romanoe in tha inci* 
dents of the day, that he found it difficult,! at momenta,: to credit 
iheiif reality^ and had recotffse to hasty glances at {tie iUkr, his 
attire, and even his insensible companion, to rembiire'ihe dd^- 
AKA'fnMor his mind. .: Again he lookedupward at lihe imBtciady 
and huge shadows which wavered along the ceiling of tin' waUa^ 
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and his former appreheosioiut of some bidden evil were i>&yived, 
with a viyidness that amoimted nearlj to a presentiments Bo 
uneasy did he become at length, under this impressionyUbat be 
walked along the more distant aisles^ sosupulonaly looloBg into 
the dark pews, and thfowing a soratuazing.^aDce. behind each 
column, and was rewarded for his trouble hy bearing the h<^ow 
echoes of his own footsteps. 

In returning from this round, he approadied the stchre^ and 
yielded to a s^ong desire of listening to the voioe ol even Job, 
in a moment of such morbid excitement Toudung the sim- 
pleton lightly with his foot, the other awoke with that readi- 
ness which denoted the sudden and disturbed nature of his or- 
dinary rest 

*^You are unusually dull to-night, Job," said Lionel, en- 
deavoring to hush his uneasiueas in affected pleasantry, ^ or you 
would inquire the reason why I pi^ my visit to the cbwch at 
this extraoidinary hour." 

'^Boston folks love their meetiaWs," returned the obtuse 
simpleton. ^ 

"Ay \ but they love their beds, too, fellow; and one hatf oi 
them are now enjoying what you seem to covet so much.'* 

" Job loves to eat, and be warm I" 

" And to sleep too, if one may judge by your drowsiness.*' 

" Yes, sleep is sweet ; Job don't fed a-hungered when he^s 
biceping.'' 

Lionel remained silent for several moments, under a keeai 
peroepUon of the su&ring exhibited in the touching helpless- 
ness which marked the manner of the other, beibre he con- 
dnued— 

" But I expect to be joined soon by the decgyman, and some 
ladies, and Captain Polwarth." 

"Job Hkes Captain Polwarth — he keeps a rgrattd sight of 
provisions I-' 

" Enough of this I can you think of nothing but your stooi 
aoh,boyr 
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^ God made hunger," said Job, glooiiiiily, *^ and he made food 
too; but the king keeps it all for his rake^ellies P 

" Well, listen, and be attentive to what I tell you. One of 
the ladies who will come here is Miss Dynevor ; you know Miss 
Dyneror, Job ? the beautiful Miss Djmevor !" 

The charms of Cecil had not, howerer, made their wonted 
impression on the dull eye of the idiot, who still regarded the 
speaker witii his customary air of apathy. 

"Surely, Job, you know Miss DynerorT repeated Lionel, 
with an irritability that, at any other time, he would haye been 
the firat to smile at — " she has dten ^ven you money and 
clothes." 

" Yes ; Ma'am Lechmere is her grandam !" 

This was certainly one of the least recommendations his 
mistress possessed in the eyes of Lionel, who piaused a moment, 
with inward vexation, before he added — 

" Let who will be her relatives, she is this night to become 

> my wife. You will remain and witness the ceremony, and then 

you will extinguish the lights, and return the key of the church 

to Dr. Liturgy. In the morning, come to me for your reward.** 

The changeling arose, with an air of singular importance, 
and answered — 

" To be sure. Major Lincoln is to be married, and he asks 
Job to the wedding ! Now, Nab may preach her sarmmis about 
pride amd flaunty feelings as much as she will ; but blood is 
blood, and flesh is flesh, for all her sayings T 

Struck by the expression of wild meaning that gleamed in 
the eyes of the simpleton, Major Lincoln demanded ah explana 
tiott of his ambiguous language. But ere Job had leisure to 
reply, though his vacant lookvagain denoted that his thoughts 
were abeady contracting themselves within ikeir usually narrow 
Hmits, a sudden noise drew^the attention of both to the entrance 
of the chapel. The door opened in the next instant, and the 
figure of the divine, powdered with drifted snow, and encased in 
various defences against the cold, was seen, moving with a be 
49 
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eoming gravity, throtrgh the principar jusle. . Lionel hastened 
to reoeiye him, and to conduct him to the seat he had juift occu- 
pied himself 

Whea Dr. Liturgy had unckiiaked; and aj^peared in his rohes 
of office, the benevolence of his smile, andthe^hol^ expression 
of his countenance, denoted that he "was satisfied ¥rith the con- 
dition in which he found the piBparattonBr .• . . >. 

'' There is no reason whj a church shocddnot be as comfort- 
able as a man's liEirary, Major Lincoki,'' he ssdd^ hitclulig his seat 
a little nearer to the. stove. ^ It is a puritanical and a dissent- 
ing idea, that religion has taij thing, forbidding or glpomjri^ its 
nature ; and wherefore should we assemble amid pains and in- 
convenience to discharge its sacred offices P. ; 

^ Quite true, sir," retxErned Lionelj iookitig amdouslj tiuTQugh 
one of the windows; ^f I have not jet heard the hour of ten 
strike, though my watch tells me ifc;ia time F ' 

^ The wef^er rendeni the * piiblic cloths ver^ irregular. 
There are so many uiiavtndlible. evils to which flesh is heir, that 
we should endeavor to b^ happy tm ail oceasicms^— indeed it is 
aduty^-^ ; 

^It*s not in th^ hatnr of ain to make fidlen man happy,'' said 
a low, growling voice from behind the stove. 

*' Ha I what I did you speak,. Major Linc6b-ra very sitigular 
sentiment fbr a brid^grooni P ihutt^red th^ divide* 

" Ife that- weak young man, whom I have brought hither to 
assist with the firds; repeating scftne of. th€f lotQ' of bis mother ; 
nothing else, EOT.'' 

By this time Dr. Liturgy had caught A glimpse <)f^e crouch- 
ing' Jbl^ and^ compidien)(^g the intei^ption,' herfdr back in ^ 
]iis chair, smilinig liupensiliously, ab he continuM-^ 

^ i know the'lad, sir ; I should know him, : He ia le^irned in 
the teacts, and^ somelrhat given, to 'disi»itati(m! . in iqiaittQrs. foi. i^ 
ligi^' Ik a: pity the! litde' intellect he hds, had tiot b^ec 
better tmahj^ed in his in&m^y ; but . iheyrl^ve helpjbd tOiCgrasb 
biale^le mind with thflir^ subtBtiea. . We— I meaft we :of the 
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establifihed church-— often style him the Boston Calvin — ^ha, ha, 
ha! Old Cotton was not his equal in subtilty I But speaking 
of the establffihment, do you not &ncy that one of the conse- 
quences of ^is reibelUen will be to extend its benefits to the 
colonies, and that we may look iln^ard to the period when the 
due ehuToh shall possess its inheritance in these religious jHt>V- 
mces r 

^'Oh, most certainly r said Lionel, again walking anxiously 
to the window ; " would to God they had come P 

The divine^ with whom weddings were miatters of too frequent 
occurrence to awaken his sympathieB, understood the impatient 
bridegroom literally, and replied accordin^y — 

"• I am glad to hear fou say it, Mijor Lincoln, and I hope, 
when the act of amnesty shall be passed, to find your yote on 
the flide of such a condition." ; 

At this instant Lionel caught a glimpse of the well-known 
sleigh, moring slowly slang the deiterted sta^t, and, uttering a 
cry of pleasure, he rushed toth^ door'to receive his^ bride. i)r. 
Litui^ finished his sentence to himself^ and rising :firom his 
comfortable positaon, he took the light, and entered the chaiieeL 
The disposition of the candles having been previously made, 
when they were lighted, his book opened, his robeis aix^usted, 
and his features settled into a suitable degree -of sdeinnity, he 
stood, waiting with becoming ciignity the approach of those 
over whom he wai to pronounce the nuptial benediction. Job 
placed himself within the shadows of the building, and stood 
regarding the attitude and imposing aspect of the priest, with a 
species^ of childish awe; 

Then came a group, emerging ftom thiei obscurity of the dis- 
tant part of the church, and ihoving slowly ^towards ihe altar. 
Cecil was in front, leaning on tSutt ieuin which: lionel had givefin 
her, as much for support, as through courieeiy. She had re- 
moved her outer and warmidt garments in the vestibule ^ the 
sacred edifice, and now appeared, attired in a inanner as well 
raited to the suddenness and privacy, as to the importance of 
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the oeremonj. A mantle of satiD, trimmed with delicate fure, 
fell carelessly from her shoulders, partly concealing by its fdds 
the exquisite proportions of her slender form. Beneath was a 
vestment of the same rich material, cut after Ihe fashions of 
that period, in a manner to give the exact outlines of the bust. 
Across the stomacher were ^eep rows of fine lace, and wid& 
borders of the same valuable texture followed the retiring edges 
of her robe, leaving the costly dress within partly exposed to 
the eye. But the beauty and simplicity of her attire (it was 
simple for that day) was lost^ or, rather, it served to a^oni, un- 
noticed, the melancholy beauty of her countenance. 

As they approached the ^pectii^ priest, Cecil threw, by a 
gentle movement^ her mantle oa thei rails of the chance}, and 
acconi^anied Lionel with a firmer tread than before to the foot 
of the altar. Her cheeks were pale; but it was rather with a 
compelled resolution than dread, while her eyes were full ot 
tenderness and thought Of the two devotees of Hymen, she 
^diibited, if ikot the most composure, certainly the most single- 
ness of purpose, and intentness pn the duty ]>efore them ; for 
while the looks of lionel were st^lmg uneasily about the 
building, as if he expected some hidden object to start up out 
of the darkness, hers were riveted on the priest in sweet and 
earnest attention. 

They paused in their allotted places ; and after a monoent was 
allowed for Agnes and Polwarth, who alone followed, to ente* 
the chancel, the low but. deep tones of the minister were heard 
in the solemn stillness of the place. 

Dr. Liturgy had borrowed a suitable degree of inspiratioo 
from the dreariness of the hour, and the solitude of the build- 
ing where he was required to discharge his sacred functions 
As he delivered the opening exhortation of the service, he made 
long and fi:»quent pauses between the members of the sentences, 
giving to each injunction a distinct and impressive emphasis. 
But when he came to those closing words — . 

^Jfa»y man can slum juut cau^e toAy -hey may not be lam^ 
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fully joined together^ hi him now xpeak^ or else^ hereafter, for 
itfer hold his peace^ 

He lifted his voioe, and raised his eyes to the more distant 
parts of the chapel, as though he addiessed a multitude in the 
gloom. The faces of all present involuntarily followed the 
direction of his gaze, and a moment of deep expectation, which 
can only be explained by the singularly wild character of the 
scene, succeeded the reverberation of his tones. At that mo- 
ment, when each had td^en breath, and all were again turning 
to the altar, a huge shadow rose upon the gallery, and extended 
itself along the ceiling, until its gigantic proportions were seen 
hovering, like an evil spectre, nearly above them. 

The clergyman suspended the half-uttered sentence. Cecil 
grasped the arm of Lionel convulsively, while a shudder passed 
through her frame, that seemed about to shake it to dissolution. 

The shadowy image then slowly withdrew, not without, how- 
ever, throwing out a fantastic gesture, with an arm which 
stretched itself across the vaulted roof^ and dow;n.the walls^ as 
If about to clutch its victims beneatii. 

" If any man eon show just cause why they may not be lauh 
fully joined together, let him now speak, or else, hereafter^ for- 
ever hold his peace,^^ repeated the priest aloud,, as if he would 
summon the universe at the challenge. 

Again the shadow rose, presenting this time the strong and 
huge lineaments of a human face, which it was not difficult, at 
" 'h a moment, to fancy possessed even expression and life. Its 
strongly marked features seemed to work with powerful emo- 
tion, and the lips moved as if the airy being was speaking to 
unearthly ears. Next cams two arms, raised above the gazing 
group, with clasped hands, as in the act of benediction, after 
which the whole vanished, leaving the ceiling in its own dull 
white, and the building still as the graves which surrounded it 

Once more the excited minister uttered the summons ; and 
again every eye was drawn, as by a secret impulse, to a spot 
which seemed to possess the form, without the substance, of p 



S08 LIONBL LINCOLN. 

human being. But the shadow was seen no more*. AfLei 
waiting several moments in vain, Dr. Liturgy proceeded, with a 
voice in which a growing tremor was very perceptible ; but no 
further interruption was experienced to the end of the service. 

Cecil pronounced her vows, and plighted her troth, in tones 
of holy emotion ; while Lionel, Who was prepared for some 
strange calamity, went through the service to the end, with a 
forced calmness. They were married ; axid when the blessing 
was uttered, not a sound nor a whi^r was lieard in the party. 
Silently they all turned away from the spot, and prepared to 
leave the place. Ceieil stood passively, and permitted Lionel to 
wrap her form in the folds of her mantle with tender eare ; and 
when she would have smiled her thanks for the attention, she 
merely raiiscd her anxious eyes to the ceiKng, with an expression 
that could not be mistaken. Even Polwarth ytbs mute; and 
tignes forgot to offer those congratulations and good wishes, 
ifith which her heart had so recently been swelling. 

The clergyman uttered A ifew words of caution to Job con- 
teming the candles and the fire, and hurried after tlie retiring 
party with a quickness of step that he was wTlHtig to ascribe to 
the latenesd of the hour, and with a total disregard to the safety 
of the edifice ; leaving the chapel to the possession of the ill- 
gifted, but undisturbed son of Abigail Pray. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

** Forbear to Jadge, for we are sinners all; 
Cioie up bis ejes^ and diiir tba enrtain elM»( • 
And let oa ail to meditatiomT* 

KiKoHonrrYL 

Tu|^ bridal; party entered, thjQir. little vehide Almt aiK^ thought- 
fiul ; the Y5>i^ oi Pplwartk being alone jaudibld, m be gftye a fen? 
low and hurried oiden U>. j^he ff^f^ who waa i^ waiting. Dr. 
Liturgy approaeLeid for a moment, atd^wiule W oot|ipsKmentS| 
wbea tjne sleigh darted away from before the bui^dingf m swiftly 
fu» i^ the horse that drew it partoojc of the 9eoKet unensiivaiS of 
those it held. The movements of the divine, tbough lefss ^pid; 
werjd eqp^ly dili;g!en,t9 aad in le$$ .than a, minute, the ifinds 
whistljed, and clouds of finow it€flr>^ driven throug}i a street wbicb 
every thiDg; pQfl9e88ing life appeared piace more to .have iiiban* 
doned. ' . . 

The instant Polwarth had discharged his load at the door of 
Mrs, Lecbmere, he muttered something of ^ happiness and to- 
oioiTOw,'* which his friend did not ui^derstiMEidy and, dashed 
through tike gate of the court-yard^ at tbe same mad T^e that 
he had driven from the church. .On entering the house, Agnes 
repaired to the room of b^r aunt^ to report that the marriage 
knot was tied, while Lionel led his silent brid^ into the empty 
pwlor. 

Ceci4 stood, fixed and motionless as a statue^ while her bus* 
band remove4 her cloak and mantle'; her cheeks pale^ her eyes 
riveted on the floorj and her whole attitude and manner exhib- 
iting liie intensily of thought wbicb had been created by the 
scene in which she had just been an actor. When be had re- 
fieved her light form from the load of garments in which it had 
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been enveloped by his care, he impelled her gently to a seat by 
his side, on the settee, and, for the first time since she had ut- 
tered the final vow at the altar, she spoke — 

^ Was it a fearful omen ?" she whispered, as he folded her to 
his heart, ^ or was it no more than a horrid fi&ncy V* 

"'Twas nothing, love — 'twas a shadow — -that of Job Pray, who 
was with me to light the fires." 

'^No — ^no-^Bol" said Oeeil, speaking with the rapidity of high 
excitement, and in tones that gathered strength as she proceed- 
ed : '^ those were never the unmeaning features of the miserable 
nu^leton ! Know you, Lincoln, that in the haughty, the terrific 
outlines of those dreadful Hnemnents on the wall, I fimcied a re 
semblance to the profile of our great-uncle, your father^is prede 
eesBor in the title — ^Dark Sir lionel, ka-hle was cail^** 

^ It was easy to fan<7 any ^rng; at such a time, and teder 
Budi cirouinstances. Do net cloud the happiness of our bridal 
by these gloomy fancies." 

^ Am I gloomy or superstitious by haUt, Lionel T she asked, 
with a depreoatmg tenderness in her r^ce, that touched his in- 
most heart ^ B«t it came at fuch a moment, mid in such a 
shape, ihat I should be more than woman not to tremble at its 
terrible import r 

** What is it you dread, Cecil ? Are we not married ; law- 
fully, solenmly united f * — The bride shuddered ? but perceiving 
her unwilSng, or unable to answer, he continued-^*'^ beyond the 
power of man to sever; and with the consent, nay,- by the earn* 
est wish, the command, of the only being who can have a rtghf 
to express a wish, or have an opinion on the subject ?" 

" I believe — ^that is, I think, it is all as you say, Lionel," r©-, 
turned Cecil, still looking about her with a vacant and distlfes^ 
air, that cmdled his Wood; "yes — ^yes, we sffe certainly mar- 
ried ; and oh I how ardently do I implore Him who sees and 
governs all things, that our union may be blessed I but — " 

^BfA what, Cecil ? will you let a thing of naught--^ shaclow 
, — affect you in this manner ?" 
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^ Twaft tt fibadow^ u you aay, linodn ; but ivhere was the 
•ubstance !'■ 

^ CecU) my sensible, my good, my pious Cecil, why do your 
Acuities slumber in this unaccountable apathy ? AA your own 
ttKcellent reason : can there be a shade where nothmg obsti-ucts 
thelightr 

^' I know not I eannot reason — ^I h«ve not reason. All. 
things are poflsiUe to Him^- whose will is Ittw, and whose sli^t-' 
est wish shelves the univerBe. There was a shadow, a dsrk^ a 
speakkig, and a teml^e shadow ; but who <saai say, where was 
the reality r 

^1 had aboost answered, with the phantonif only in your aen- 
sitire imagination, love. But arouse your slumbering powers, 
Cecil, and refiect liow possible it was for some curious idler ot 
the garrison to have watohed my morements, and to have 
secreted himself in the chapel ; perhaps from wanton mischief 
— ^perjkaps without motive of any kindl" 

^^ He then chose an awful moment in whieh to act his gam- 
bdsT 

^ It may have been one ni^ose knowledge was just equal to- 
giving a thieatrical effect to his silly deception. But are we to 
be cheated of our happiness by such weak devices ; or to be 
miserable because- Boston contains a fool f ' 

'^I may be weak, and silly, and even impions in this tenor, 
Lincoln," she said, turning her softened looks, upon his anxious 
&oe, and attempting to smile; ^ but it is assailii^. a woman in a 
point where she is most sensitive.-^You know that I have no 
reserve with you, now. Marriage with us is the tie that ' bindi 
all charities in one,' and at the mconent when the heart is full 
of its own security, is it not dreadful to have such mysterious 
presages, be they true, or bo they false, answering to the awful 
appeal of the ehurch P . 

^Nor is the tie less binding, less important, or less dear, my 
own Cecil, to us. BeHeve me, whatever the pride of manhood 
may say of high destinies, and glorious deeds, the same affeo^ 
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tioBs are deeply Beat^in our nature, and must be;8Q0liied hy 
those ive love, and not by those who contribute to bur .Tanit^. 
Why then permit this ohiU tc(. Might your best, afii^i^jis'in 
their huddiagP .. . ; : : 

There was so muoh ihs^ ma aoodung to- &e aaxi^bf a 
bride, in his sentiments, and so much of tender interestiin hii^ 
manner, that he at length suisoeededy in a grfeat degree^in Juring 
Cecil from berileii^e^risb apprehensions,' Ashe spokeamaBtling 
Uoomdiffiised iis^overhercold and . pallid: cheefcsi: and when 
he had done, her ey^, lighted with the glow of a wQinaii?si mm- 
fidence, and were turned on his own in bright, hixt blushiii^ 
pleasure. .■ She repeated his n^ord V«biU/ withanealpluisis and 
aamOe^ thai could . not be . roiseoostrued^- and in a few.minntes 
he entire^ aiieceeded ia quelHng the unefu&y pteseotimenta , that 
had gained m momentary ascend tocy .over her. dear and ezoel- 
lent fiicultaea. ,: / .. . a ^ 

But notwithstanding 'Major Lincoln reasoned! to wdl, and 
with so niuch succes^ against the io&mUy of his bride, he was 
by no means equal to maintain as just an argument with him- 
sel£ The miorbsd s^snsibili^.ol his mind had been awidc^ed 
in a most alarming maimer by the occnrtences of the: evening, 
though his warm interest in the happinowi of Geeil Jbad ^OAbled 
him to smother them, so long ajs hfi;wit»J9B«td the extent and 
nature of her apprehensions.. But^ ezacdy in: the ;pr6p0rtaotL- as 
he persuaded her into IbrJKet&lness dtjiha past, his rdeoilledtions 
became, more vivid and keen; and^ notwitfaiitaxiding hic( art^ he 
might n6t have been able toeonceal.the workiags of his tvoublec^ 
tlioughtd from his compamon, had not Jignea -appeared, and an 
nounoied the desire of Mrs. Lechmete to reoeiye: the bride and 
bridegroom in her ttck^ainber. 

^Comd, Lincoln,'^ said his lovely companion, risicilg at the 
summons, " we have been selfish in forgetting hOw strongly my 
grandmother sympathizes in our good car evil fortunes. We 
should have discharged litus duty without waiting to be reminded 
of le 
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Without making any other reply than a fond pressure of the 
tiaad he held, Lionel drew her arm through his own, and fol 
lowed Agnes into the little hall which conducted to the uppei 
part of the dwelling. 

^ You know the way, M^or Lincoln,'' said Miss Danforth ; 
^ and should you not, my lady bride can show you. I must go 
«nd cast a worldly eye on the little banquet I haye ordered, but 
which I fear will be labor thrown away, since Captain Polwarth 
has disdained to exhibit his prowess at the board. Truly, Major 
Lincoln, I marrel that a man of so much substance as your 
fiiend, should be frightened from his stomach by a shadow 1" 

Cecdl eTsn laughed, and in those sweet feminine tones that 
are infectious, at the humor of her cousin ; but the dark and 
anxious expression tliat gathered round the brow of her husband 
as. suddenly checked her mirth. 

^ Let us ascend, Lincdn,'' she said, instantly, ^ and leave mad 
Agnes to her household cares, and her folly.^' 

^ Ay, go,** cried the other, turning away towards the supper* 
room — ^ eating and drinking is not ethereal enough for your 
elevated happiness ; would I had a repast worthy ci such senti*- 
mental enjoyment I Let me see— rdew-drops and lovers' tears, 
in equal quantitieB, sweetened by Cupid's smiles, with a dish oi 
sighs, drawn by moonlight, for piquancy, aa Polwarih would 
say, would flavor a bowl to their tastes. The dew-drops might 
be difficult to procure, at this inclement season, and in sudi a 
night; but if sighs and tears would serve alone, poor Boston is 
just now rich enoiagh in materials 1" 

Liond, and his half-bluMiing, half-^OEiiling companion, heard 
the dying sounds of her voice, as she entered the distant apart- 
ment, expressing, by its tones^ the mingled pleasantry and spleen 
of its mistress^ and in the next instant they forgot both Agnes 
and her humor, as they found themselves in the presence of 
Mrs. Lechmere. 

The first glance of his eye at their expecting relative, brought 
a painful throb to the heart of Major Lincoln. Mrs. Lechmere 

14 
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had caused herself to be raised in the bed, in whidi she was 
seated neariy upright^ supported bj pillows. Her wrinkled and 
emaeiated cheeks were flushed with an unnatural color, that 
contrasted too violently with the marks which age and strong 
passions had impressed, with their indelible fingers, on the sur- 
rounding wreck of those haughty features, which had onoe been 
distinguished for great, if not attractiTO beauty,* Her hard eyes 
had lost their ordinary expression of worldly care, in a bright* 
ness which caused them rather to glare than to beam with 
flashes of unbridled satis&ction that could no longer be repress- 
ed. In shorty her whole appearance brought a startling convic- 
tion to the mind of the young man, tfaai>hi|teTer might have 
been the ardor of his own feelings in espousing her grandchild, 
he had at length realized the finide^ desires of a being so 
worldly, so designing, and, as he was; now made keenly to re- 
member, of one also, who, he had inuch reason to apprehend, 
was so guilty. The invalid did not se^a to think a ecmceal- 
ment of her exultation any longer necessary ; for, stret^ing out 
her arms, she called to her child, in a voice raised above its 
natural tones, and which was dissonant and harsh i^rom a sort oi 
nnboly triumph. — 

^ Come to my arms, my pride^ my hope, my dutiful, my de- 
serving daughter ! Come and receive a parent's blessing — that 
bl^ng which yon so mudi deserve T' 

Even Cecil, warm and consoling as was the la^ignage of her 
grandmother, hesitated an instant at the unnatural voice in 
which the summons was uttered, and . advanced to meet her 
embrace with a manner less warm than was usual to her own 
ardent and unsuspecting nature. This secret restraint existed^ 
however, but for a mom^at ; for when she felt the encircling 
arms of Mrs. Lechm^re pressing her warmly to her aged bo- 
som, she looked up into the &oe of her grandmother, as if to 
thank her for so much affection, by her own guileless smiles and 
tears. 

*^ Here, then, Major Lincoln, you possess my greatest, I had 
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iJmost said my only treasure P' added Mrs. Lechmere. " She is 
a good, a gentle, and dutiful child ; and Heaven will bless het 
for it, as I do.'' leaning forward, she continued, in a less ex- 
eited voice— ^* Kiss ihe, my Cecil, my bride, my Lady Lincoln ! 
for l^ that loved title I may now call you, as yours, in the course 
of nature, it soon will be." 

Cecil, greatly shck;ked at the unguarded exultation of hei 
grandmother, gently withdrew herself from her arms, and with 
eyes bent to the floor in fihaine, and burning cheeks, she will- 
ingly moved aside, to aHow Lionet to approach, and receive his 
share of the congratulations. TLd stooped to bestow the cold 
and reluctant kiss which the offered cheek of Mrs. Lechmere in- 
vito and muttered: a few ineoh^ent words concerning his pres- 
ent happiness, and the obligation she had eonferred* Notwith- 
standing the high ai^ disgUCsting triumph which had broken 
through the usually cold and oautibus manner of the invalid, a 
poweilul and unbidden touch of liature mingled in her address 
to the bridegroom. The feiry and unnatural glow of her eyes 
even softened wiHi a tearj as dbe spoke-^ 

** Lionel, my nephew^ my son,*' ethe said, ** I have endeavored 
tcy receive you in a manner worthy of the head of an ancient 
and honorable name ; but were you a sovereign prince, I have 
now done my last and best in your &vor. Cherish her — -love 
her— be more than husband — ^be all of kin to the precious 
child, f<txr she merits all t Now is my latest wish fulfilled ! 
Now may I prepare myself for the last great change, in the 
quiet of a long and tranquil evening to the weary and trouble- 
some day of Itfe P ; . 

** Woman!" said a tremulous voice in the background, ^thou 
deceivest thyself I" 

** Who," exclaimed Mrs; Lechmere, raising her body with a 
«x>nvuisive start, as if about to leap froni the bed — ^ who is it 
speaks ?" 

^ Tis I," returned the well-remembered tones of Ralph, as he 
advanced from the door to the foot of heT couch — *^'ti8 I, 
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Pnscilla Leuhmere ; one who knows thy merita and tl^ 
doom r' 

The appalled woman fell hack on her. pillows, ga^ng ka 
breath, the flush of her cheeks giving place to their former 
signs of age and disease, and her eye losing its high exultation 
in the glazed look of sudden terror. . It would seem, however, 
that a single moment of reflection was sufflcieot to restore her 
spirit, and with it all her deep resentments. She motioned the 
intruder away, hy a vic^nt gesture of the hand, and after an 
effort to command her utterance, she said, in a voice rendered 
doubly strong by overwhelming passion — 

^ Why am I braved, at such a mametit,'in the privacy of my 
sick-chamber ? Have that madman, or inopostor, whichever he 
may be, removed from my prqsence P 

She uttered hw request to deadened ^am. Lionel neithw 
moved n(»r answ^^. His whole attention was ^ven to Balph, 
across whose hollow featwes a smile of calm indlfierenoe passed, 
which denoted how little he regarded the t^^eatened violence. 
Even Cecil, who clung to the arm of Lionel, with all a woman's 
dependence on him she loved, was unnoticed by the latter, in 
the absorbing interest he took in the sudden reappearance of one 
whose singular and mysterious character had, long sinoe^ raised 
such h<^s and fears in his own bosom. 

'* Your doors will siiortly b^ open to all who may choose to 
visit here,** the old man coldly answered. ^ Why should I be 
driven from a dwelling whdre heartless crowds shall so soon 
enter and depart at will I Am I not old enough ; or do I not 
bear enough of the aspect of the grave, to become your oon^ 
panion f Prisdlla Lechmere, you have lived till the bloom of 
your cheeks has given place to the color of the dead ; your dim- 
ples have become ^urowed and wrinkled lines ; and the beams 
of your onoe bright eye have altered to the dull look of care-— 
but you have not yet lived for repentance." 

"• What manner of language is this 2" cried his wondering 
Gstener, inwardly shrinking before his st€aidy, but glowing look 
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* Why am I siiigled from the world for this persecution ? Are 
my sins past bearing; or am I alone to be reminded that sooner 
or kter age and death will come 9 I have long known the in 
firmities of life, and may truly say that I am prepared for theii 
final consequences." 

" 'Tis weU," returned the unmoved and apparently immovable 
intruder. "Take, then, and read the solemn decree of thy 
God ; and may He grant thee firmness to justify so much confi- 
dence." 

Afi he spoke, he extended, in his withered hand, an open let- 
ter towards Mrs. Lechmgrre, which the quick glance of Lionel 
told him bore his own name in the superscription. Notwith- 
standing the gross invasion of his rights, the young man was 
nassive under the detection of this second and gross interference 
of the other in his most secret matters, watching with eager in- 
terest the effect the strange communication would produce on 
his aunt 

Mrs. Lechmere took the letter from the stranger with a sort 
of charmed submission, which denoted how completely his sol- 
emn manner had bent her to his will. The instant her look fell 
on the contents, it became fixed and wild. The note was, how- 
ever, short, and the scrutiny was soon ended. Still she grasped 
it with an extended arm, though the vacant expression of her 
countenance betrayed that it was held before an insensible eye. 
A moment of silent and brealiiless wonder followed. It was 
succeeded by a shudder which passed through the whole frame 
of the invalid, her Hmbs shaking violently, until the rattling oi 
the folds of the paper was audible in the most distant corner ot 
the apartment 

** This bears my name," cried Lionel, shocked at her emo- 
tions, and taking the paper from her unresisting hands, " and 
should first have met my eye." 

" Aloud — aloud, dear ^onel !" said a faint but earnest whis- 
per at his elbow : " aloud, I implore you, aloud I" 

It was not, perhaps, so much in compliance with this affecting 
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Appeal^ in which the whole soul of Cecil seemed wrappedi as bj 
yielding to the overwhelming flow of that exeiteinent to which 
he had been aroused, that Major Lincoln was led to conform to 
her request. In a roiee rendered desperatelj.calm bj his emo- 
tions, he uttered the fatal contents of the note, in tones so dis- 
tinct^ that they sounded to his wife, in the stillness of the place, 
like the prophetic warnings of one from the dead : . 

^ The state of the town has prerented that dose att^tion io 
the case of Mrs. Lechmere, which her injuries rendered neces- 
saxy. An inward mortification has taken place, and her present 
ease is only tJie forerunner of her death. I fed it my duty to 
say, that though she may liye many hours, it is not in^probable 
that she will die to-night'* 

To this short, but terrible annunciation, was placed the well- 
known signature of the attendi^g physician. Here was a sud- 
den change, indeed I All had thought that the disease had 
given way, when it seemed it had been preying insidiously on 
the vitals of the sick. Dropping the note, Lionel exclaimed 
aloud, in the suddenness of his surprise — 

^ Die to-night I This is an unexpected summons, in- 
deed!" 

; The miserable woman, after the fist nerveless moment of her 
dismii7,.tiirBed her.looksanxiously from face to face, ai^ listeur 
ed intently to the words of the note, as they fell from the lipa 
of Lionel, like one eager to detect the glimmerings, of hope i^ 
the alarmed expression of their countenances. But the lan- 
guage of her physician was too jdain, direct, and positive, to be 
misunderstood or perverted. Its very coldness, gave it a terrific 
character of truth. 

'^ Do you, then^ credit it t^ she asked, in. a voice whose husky 
tones betrayed but too plainly her abject unwillingness to be 
assured. '^ You I Lionel Lincoln, whom I had thought my 
friendr . 

Lionel turned away sUently from ihe sad .spectacle of h&t 
misery ; but Cecil dropped on her knees at the bedside, and 
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clasping her hands, she elevated them, looking I ke a; beautifa 
picttffe of pious hope, as she murmured — 

^ He is no friend, dearest grandmother, who would lay flattery 
to a parting soul I But there is a better and a safer depehdeinee 
than all this world can offer P 

" And you, too T cried the devoted woman, rousing herself 
with a strength and energy that would seeim to put thd profes- 
sional knowledge of her medical attendant at defiance — ^'do 
you also abandon me ? you, whom I have watched in infancy^ 
nursed in sirSenng, fondled in happiness, ay I and reared in vir- 
tue — jes, that I can say boldly in the face of the universe I — 
you, whom I have brought to this honorable marriage — ^Would 
you repay me for all, by black ingratitude ?" 

^ My grandmother 1 nay grwodmother I talk not thus cruelly 
to your diild I — ^but lean on the Bode of Ages for mipport, ^yen 
as I have leaned on thee r 

"Away— ^away — ^weak, fooHsh chil41 Exoesfr, <rf: hjappintess 
has maddened thee I Gome hither^ my dotn ; It^ us ispeak of Ba- 
venscliffe, the |>roud seat of ou^ ancestors; and of . ihOsd. days 
we are yet to pass; under its hospitable t^h, Tfae: silly girl 
thou hast wived would.wSsh to frighlea me I" 

lidnel shuddered with inward )iondF iidul^ he listen(pd to 
die forced and broken intc>natibns of her vdiee,.a8 she. tht« utr 
fered the lingering wishes of her iiattire* ^^ turned again 
from the view, and, for a; moment^ buried his face in his htmd^ 
as if to exclude the world and ita wickedness, tcigethor, from his 
sight 

" My grandmother, look not so wildly at us !" continued thjB 
gasping Cecil ; "you may have yet hours, nay, days, before 
you.'' She paused an iniltant to follow the unsettled and hope^ 
less gaze of an eye that gleamed despairingly on the objects of 
the room, and then, with a meek dependence on her o;wn. J^U' 
rity, dropping her flAce .between her hands, she cried aloud in 
her agony — 

" My mother's tnother I wOuld that I could di^ for theeT 
50 
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^ Die r echoed the same dissonant mce as before, from a 
throat that already began to rattle with the hastened ap- 
proaches of death — ^ who would die amid the festivities of a 
bridal I — ^Away — Cleave me. — To thy closet, and thy knees, if 
thou wilt — ^but leave me 1" 

She watched, with bitter resentment, the retiring form of 
Cecil, who obeyed with the charitable and pious intention of 
complying literally with her grandmother's order, before she 
added — 

"The girl is not equal to the task I had set her I All 
of my race have been weak, but I — ^my daughter — ^my hus- 
band's niece — ^ 

^ What of that niece ?" said the startling voice of Ralph, in- 
terrupting the diseased wanderings of her mind — "^ that wife of 
thy nephew — the mother of this youth ? Speak, woman, while 
time and reason are granted thee." 

Lionel now advanced to her bedside, under an impulse that 
he could no longer subdue, and addressed her solemnly — 

^ If thou knowe^ aught of the dreadful calamity that has 
befallen my family," he said, ^ or in any manner hast been ac- 
cessary to its cause, disburden thy soul, and die in peace. Sis- 
ter of my grandfather ! nay, more, mother oi my wife I I con- 
jufe thee, speak — ^what of my injured mother f " 

" Sister of thy grandfather — mother of thy wife," repeated 
Mrs. Lechmere, slowly, and in a manner that sufficiently indi 
cated the unsettled istate of her thoughts — "Yes, both are true ?' 

" Speak to me, then, of my mother, if you acknowledge tJie 
ties ci blood— tell me of her dark fate !" 

" She is in her grave — dead — rotten — yes — ^yes — her ooasted 
beauty has been fed upon by beastly worms I What more 
would ye have, mad boy I Wouldst wish to see her bones in 
their winding-sheet ?" 

"The truth !" cried Ralph ; "declare the truth, and thy own 
Ticked agency in the deed I" 

" Who speaks ?" repeated Mrs. Lechmere. dropping her vrice 
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from its notes of high excitement again, to the tremiilous ca- 
dency of debility and age, and looking about her at the same 
time, as if a sudden remembrance had crossed her brain; 
" surely I heard sounds I should know T' 

" Here ; look on me — ^fix thy wandering eye, if it yet has 
power to see, on me," cried Kalph, aloud, as though he would 
command her attention at every hazard — ^ *tis I that speak to 
thee, Priscilla Lechmere." 

" What wouldst thou have ? My daughter I She is in her 
grave ! Her child ? She is wedded to another. — ^Thou art too 
late I Thou art too late ! Would to God thou hadst asked her 
of me in season — ^ 

" The truth — the truth — ^the truth !"— continued the old man, 
in a voice that rung through the apartment in wild and start- 
ling echoes — ^ the holy and undefiled truth I Give us that, and 
naught else." 

This singular and solemn appeal awakened the latest energies 
of the despairing woman, whose inmost soul appeared to recoil 
before his cries. She made an effort to raise herself once more, 
and exclaimed — 

" Who says that I am dying ? I am but seventy I and 'tis 
only yesterday I was a child — a pure, an uncontaminated child ! 
He lies — ^he lies ! I have no mortification — I am strong, and 
have years to live and repent in." 

In the pauses of her utterance, the voice of the old man wau 
still heard shouting — 

" The truth— the trutii— the holy, undefiled truth T 

'* Let me rise and look upon the sun," continued the dying 
woman, " Where are ye all ? Cecil, Lionel — ^my children, do 
ye desert me now ? Why do ye darken the room ? Give me 
h'ght — ^more light — ^more light ! for the sake of all in heaven 
and earth, abandon me not to this black and terrible darkness I" 

Her aspect had become so hideously despairing, that the voice 
of even Ralph was stilled, and she continued uninterruptedly to 
shriek out the ravings of her soul. 
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.^ Why talk to such as I of deatht-^My time has been too 
ihorti — give me days-^re me hoai»— give me moments! 
Cecil — ^Agnes — ^Abigail : where are ye ? — ^help me, 9t I fi^dl !" 

She raised herself by a desperate effoxl^ from the pillows, and 
dutohed wildly at the empty air* Meeting the extended hand 
of Lionel, she oaught it witib a dying grasp, gave a ghastly 
smile, under the fidse security it imparted, and falling^ backward 
again, her mortal part settled, with a iinirersal shudder, into a 
state ofetenial rest 

As the horrid exclamations of the deceased ended, so deep a 
stillness succeeded in the apartment, that the passing gusts ot 
the gale were heard sighing among the roo6 of the town, and 
might easily be mistakan, at such a moment, for. the moanings 
of unembodied s^ts over so aocuraed an end. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

I wondflr, Cir, ilnoe wives are ttonstroos to yon. 
And that yoa fly them, aA yoa swear them, lordship, 
Tet, yoa desiie to marty.'*. 

AlL^S WILL THAT XmMI 

Oboil had left the room of her grandmother, with the con- 
tciousness of sustaimng a load of anguish, to which her young 
experience had hitherto left her a stranger. On her knees, and 
in the privacy of her closet, she poured out the aspirations of > 
her pure spirit, in fervent petitions to that Power, which she, 
who most needed its support, had so long braved by the 
mockery of respect, and the seemliness of idevotion. With her 
soul elevated by its recent oonmmnion with her God, and her 
feelings soothed even to calmness by the sacred glow that was 
shed around them, the youthful bride at length prepared to re- 
sume her post at the bedside of her aged relative. 

In passing fix>m her own room to that of Mrs. Lechmere, she 
heard the busy roice of Agnes below, together with the sounds 
of the preparations that were making to grace her own hasty 
bridal, and for a moment she paused to assure herself that all 
which had so recently passed, was more than the workings of a 
disturbed fancy. Ske gazed at Che unusual, though modest or- 
naments of her attire ; shuddered as she remembered the awful 
omen of the shadow ; and then came to the dreadful reality 
with an overwhelming conviction of its truth. Aiter laying her 
hand on the door, she pansed, with secret terror, to catch the 
sounds that might issue from the chamber of the sick. After 
listening a moment, the bustle below was hushed, and she, too, 
heard the whistling of the wind, as its echoes died away among 
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the chimneys and angles of the building. Encouraged by the 
death-like stillness of those within her grandmother's room, 
Cecil now opened the door, under the pleasing impression that 
she should find the resignation of a Christian, where she had so 
lately witnessed the incipient ravings of despair. Her entrance 
was timid ; for she dreaded to meet the hollow, but glaring 
eye of the nameless being who had borne the message of die 
physician, and of whose mien and language she retained a con- 
fused but fearful recollection. Her hesitation and her fears 
were, howeyer, alike vain ; for the ro<Mn was silent and tenant- 
less. Casting one wondering look around, in quest of the 
ibrm most dear to her, Cecil advanced with a light step to 
the bed, and raising the coverlet, discovered the fatal truth at a 
glance. 

The lineaments of Mrs. Lechmere had already stiflSBned, and 
assumed that cadaverous and ghastly expression, which marks 
the touch of death. The parting soul had left the impression 
of its agony on her features, exhibiting the wreck of those pas- 
sions which caused her, even in death, to look backward on that 
world she was leaving forever, instead of forward to the im- 
known existence, towards which she was hurried. Perhaps the 
suddenness, and the very weight of the shock, sustained the 
cheerless bride in that moment of trial. She neither spoke nor 
moved for more than a minute ; but remained with her eyes 
riveted on the desolation of that countenance she had revered 
from her infancy, with a species of holy awe that was not en- 
tirely free firom horror. Then came the recollection of the por- 
tentous omens of her wedding, and with it a dread that the 
heaviest of her misfortunes were yet in reserve. She dropped 
the covering on the pallid features of the dead^ and quitted the 
apartment with a hurried step. The room of Lionel was on the 
same floor with that which she had just left, and before she had 
time for reflection, her hand was on its lock. Her brain was 
bewildered with the rush of circumstances. For a single in* 
stant she paused with maiden baahfulness, even recoiling in 
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^oiisitiye shame from the act she was about to commit, whea all 
hear fears, mingled with glimmerings of the truth, flashed again 
across her mmd, and she burst into the room, utteiiog the name 
<^ him she sought, aloud. 

The brands of a fallen fire had been carefully raked together, 
and were burning with a feeble and wavering flame. The room 
seemed filled with a cold air, which, as she encountered it, chilled 
the delicate person of Cecil; and flickering shadows were playing 
on the walls, with the uncertain movements imparted by the 
unsteady light But, like the f^artment of the dead, the room 
was stiU and empty. Perceiving that the door of the little 
dressing-room was open, she rushed to its threshold, and the 
mystery of the cold air, and the wavering fire was explained, 
when she felt the gusts of wind rush by her from the open door 
at the foot of the narrow stainu If Cecil had ever been required 
to explain the feelings which induced her to descend, or the 
manner in which it was effected, she would have been unable to 
comply ; for, quick as thought^ she stood on the threshold of the 
outer door, nearty unconscious of her situation. 

The moon was still wading among the driving clouds, shed- 
ding just light enough to make the spectator sensible of the 
stillness of the camp and town. The easterly wind yet howled 
along the streets, occasionally Hfting whirlwinds of snow, and 
wrapping whole squares in its dim wreaths. But nether man 
nor beast was visiHe amid the dreariness. 

The bewildered bride shrunk from the dismal view, with a 
keen perception of its wild cotisonance with the death of her 
grandmother. In another moment she was again in the room 
above, each part of which was examined with maddening anx- 
iety for the person of her husband* But her powers, excited 
and unnatural as they had become, could su|^rt her no longer. 
She was forced to yield to the imfH:e6sion that Lionel had de 
serted her in the most trying moment^ and it was not strange 
that she coupled the sinister omens of the night with his mys- 
terioub absence. The heartrstricken girl clasped her hands in 
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anguish, and shrinking the name of her cousin, sunk on tii« 
floor in total insensibility. 

Agnes was busily and happily employed with her domestios^ 
in preparing such a display of the wealtih of the Leohmeres as 
should not disgrace her cousin in the eyes of her more wealthy 
lord and master. The piercing cry, however, notwithstanding 
the bustle of hurrying servants, and the clatter of knives and 
plates, penetrated to the snpper^oom, stilling each movement^ 
and blanching every cheek. 

**' "lis my name V^ said Agnes ; ^ who is it calls ?" 

** K it was pambky^ returned Meriton, withi a suitable em- 
phasis, ^ that Master lioneFs bride could scream so, I should say 
it was my lady's voice!" 

** Tis Cecil — ^'tis Cedl P cried A^es, darting from the room. 
^ Oh, I feared— I feared thel^ hasty^ nuptials P 

Hiere was a general rush of the menials into the chionbeia, 
when the fiital truth 1)ecame immediately known to the whole 
family. The lifeless clay of Mra. Lechiiiere was; discovered in 
its ghasUy deformity, and, to all but Agnes, it aflforded a suffi- 
cient solution of the situation of the 1>ride. 

More than an hour passed b^ore the utmost care of her Attend* 
ants succeeded in restormg Cecil to a state in which ^pestioHs 
might avail any thing. Then her cousin took advantage of the 
temporary absence of h^ women, to mention the iiame of her 
husband. Cecil heard her with sudden joy ; but looking about 
the room wildly, as if seeking han with her eyes, ^e pressed her 
hands upon her hearty and fell backward in that state of insen- 
siHlity, from which she had just been roused. No part of this 
expressive evidence of her grief was lost on th^ other, who left 
the room the infttsbt her <»re liad succeeded in bringing the 
Bufferar once more to her recollecti<»u ..... 

Agnes DanfoMk had never regarded her aunt with that con- 
fiding veneration and love which puri&d the afiecdons of the 
granddaughter of the deceased* She haid always possessed her 
more immediate relatives, from whom she derived her ftelings 
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and o^nions, nor was she wanting in sufficient disGemmenito 
distinguish the oold and selfish traits that had so particukrij 
marked the character of Mrs. Lechmere. She had^ therefcHre, 
eonaented to mortify her own spirit, and submit to the priva- 
tions and dangers of tine siege, entirely from a disinterested at- 
tachment to her cousin, who, without her presence, would have 
found her solitude and situation irksome. 

In consequence of this disposition of her mind, Agnes was 
more shodced than distressed by tile unexpected death that had 
occurred. Peilu^ if her anxiety had been less roused in be- 
half of Cedl, she might have retired to weep ov^ tiie departure 
of one she had known so long, and of one, also, that, in the 
sincerity of her heart, ^e beheved so littie prepared f<Hr the 
mighty change. As it was, however, she took her way calmly 
u> the parlor, where she summonod Meriton to her presenciB. 

When the valet made his entrance^ she assumed the appear- 
vioe of a composure that was &r fimn her fedings^ and desired 
him to seek his master, with a request that he would ^ve Miss 
Danforth a short interview, without delay. « During the time 
Meriton was absent on this errand, Agnes endeavored to collect 
her thoughts for any emergency* 

Millute passed after minute, however, and the valet did not 
retum.. She arose, and stepping lightly to : tibe door, listened, 
and thought she h^ard his footst^ moving about in the more 
dist^ parts of the bmldingy witK K quickness that proved he 
conducted the search in good iEiutL : At length fihe heard ihem 
nigher, and it was soon certain h$ wait on Ids return. Agnes 
seated hersdf^ $s before, and with (in ait thut seemed as^ if she 
expected to receive thid master instep of the man. Meriton, 
however, returned alone. 

** Major Lincoln,'' she said, '^you desired him to meet. me 
h^er 

The whole countenance of Meriton expressed hift amixement, 
as he an^wfr^d-^ '.. 

** Loid I Miss Agnus, Master lidnd h|» jfone oUt ! gone out 
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on such a night ! and what is more remarkable, he has gone 
out without his mourning; though the dead of his own blood 
and connections lies unburied in the house T' 

Agnes preserved her composure, and gladly led the valet on 
in the path his thoughts had taken, in order to come at the 
truth, without betraying her own apprehensions. 

"' How know you, Mr. Meriton, that your master has been so 
far forgetful of appearances f* 

^ As certain, ma'am, as I know that he wore his parade uni^ 
form this evening when he left the house the first time ; though 
little did I dream his honor was going to get married 1 K he 
hasn't gone out in the same dress, where is itf Besides, 
ma'am, his last mourning is under lock, and here is the key in 
my pocket." 

^'Tis singular he should choose such an hour, as wdl as thb 
time of his marriage, to absent himself T 

Meriton had long learned to identify all his interests with 
those of his master, and he colored highly under the oblique 
imputation that h« thought was no less cast on Lionel's gallantry, 
than on his sense of propriety in general. 

" Why, Miss Agnus, you will please remember, ma'am,** he 
answered, ^ as this wedding hasn't been at all like an English 
wedding — ^nor can I say that it is altogether usual to die in 
England as suddenly as Ma'am Lechmere has been pleased — ^ 

'* Perhaps," interrupted Agnes, ** some accident may have 
happened to him. Surely no man of common humanity would 
willingly be away at such a moment'* 

The feelings of Meriton now took another direction, and he 
unhesitatingly adopted the worst apprehensions of the young 
lady. 

Agnes leaned her forehead oft her hand for a miniite in deep 
reflection before she spoke again, then, raising her eyes to the 
valet, she said — 

" Mr. Meriton, know you where Captain Pol warth bleeps P 

^ Certainly, ma'am ! He's a gentleman as always sleeps iv 
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' his own bed, unless the king's serrice calls him elsewhere. A 
oonsiderate gentleman is Captain Polwarth, ma'am, in respect of 
himself." 

Miss Danforth bit her lip, and her playful eye lighted for an 
instant, with a ray that banished its look of sadness ; but in an- 
other moment her features became demure, if not melancholy, 
and she continued — 

" I believe, then — ^'tis awkward and distressing, toe, but noth- 
ing better can be done.** 

" Did you please to give me any orders. Miss Agnus f* 

" Yes, Meriton ; you will go to the lodgings of Captain Pol- 
warth, and tell him Mrs. Lincoln desires his immediate presence 
here, in Tremontnatreet." 

" My lady I" repeated the amazed valet : " why. Miss Agnus, 
the women says as my Jady is unconscionable, and does not 
know what is doing, or who speaks to her ! A mournful wed- 
ding, ma'am, for the heir of our house P 

** Then tell him," said Agnes, as she arose to leave the room, 
^ that Miss Danforth would be glad to see him." 

Meriton waited no longer than was necessary to mutter his 
approbation of this alteration in tibe message, when he left the 
house, with a pace that was a good deal quickened by his grow- 
ing fears on the subject of his master's safety. Kotwitiistanding 
his apprehensions, the valet was by no means insensible to the 
severity of the climate he was in, nor to the peculiar qualities 
of that night, in which he was so unexpectedly thrust abroad to 
encounter its fury. He. soon succeeded, however, in making his 
way to the quarters of Polwarth, in the midst of the driving 
snow, and in defiance of the cold that chilled his very bones. 
Happily for the patience of the worthy valet, Shearflint, the 
semi-miiitary attendant of the captain, was yet up, having just 
discharged his nightly duties about the person of his master, 
who had not deemed it prudent to seek bis pillow without prov- 
ing the consolations of the trencher. Ihe door was opened at 
the first tap of Meriton, and when the other had expressed hit 
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surprifie by the uftoal exclamatioDSythe two attendants adjoumeU 
to the sitting-room, where the endb^s <^ a good wood-fire wane 
yet shedding a grateful heat in the apartment 

''What a shocking countiy is this America for cold, Mr. 
Shearflint !" said Meritpn, kicking the brands togetJbier wiUi his 
boots, and rubbing his hands over the coals. ^ I doesnft think 
as our English cold is at all like it It's a stronget and a better 
cold, is ours, but it doesn't cut one like dull razors, as this here 
of America." 

Shearflint, who fancied himself particularly liberal, and ever 
oaade it a point to show his magnammity to his enenaies, never 
speaking of the colonists without a sort of protecting air,' that 
he intended should reflect largely on 'his own candor, briskly 
replied-^ 

" This is a new country^ Mr. Meriton, and one shouldn't be 
OY^*nice. When one goes abroad^ one must learn to pu|;> up 
with difficulties ; especially in the icolonies, where it can't be 
expected all things should be. as comfortable as we has 'em at 
'ome." 

" Well, now, I call myself a little pai:tictdar in respect of 
wea&er," returned Meiiton, **^Ba^ any going. But give me £ng* 
land for dimate, if for nothing else. The water comes down 
in that blessed country in good, honest drops, and not in 
little frozen bits, which prick one's face like so many fine 
needles 1" 

*^ You do look, Mr< Meritpn, a little as if you had been shak- 
ing your master's powder-puff about yo^ own ears. But I 
was just finishing the he^l4ap of the captain's hot toddy ; per* 
haps if you was to taste it^ 'twould help to thaw out the 
idears.'* 

^ Ood bless me, Shearflint I" said Merita% relinquishing his 
grasp of the tankard, U>, take, breath after a most vigorora 
draught — "^ do you always stuff his night-cap so ^\<k f 

*^'Sp — ^no : the captam <?ai^ t^ s mixtuire by his nose, and it 
doesn't do to make partial alterations in his glassy" returned 
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Shearflint, giving tbe tankard a circular motion to stir its con< 
tents, while he spoke, and swaUowing the tnfle that remained^ 
apparently at a gulp. ^ Then, aa I thinks it a pity that any 
thing should be wasted in these distressing times, I generally 
drinks what's left, after adding sum'at to the water, just to mel- 
low it d6wn. But what brings you abrps^ such a foul nighty 
Mr. Meriton I" 

" Sure enough, my idears wanted thawbg, as you instigated, 
Shearfiint I Here have I been sent on a message of life and 
death, and I was forgetting my errand like a raw boy just hired 
from the country I" 

*' Something is stirring, then I" said the other, offering a 
chair^ which his companion received, without any words, while 
Fblwarth's man took another, with equal composure. ^I 
thought as much, from the captain's hungry appearance, when 
he eame home to-night, after dressing himself with so much care, 
to take his supper in Tremont-street" 

^ Something has been stirring, indeed ! For one thing, it is 
certain. Master Lionel was married to-night^ in the King's 
Chapeir 

" Married P edioed the other. " Well, thank Heaven, no 
such unavoidables has befallen us, though we have been ampu* 
trated. I couldn't live with a married gentleman, no how, Mr. 
Meriton. A master^m breeches is enough ios me, without one 
in petticoats to set him on f 

'^That dep^ids altogether on people's conditions, Sheaiflint,'' 
returned Meriton, with a sort of condescending air of condo- 
lence, as though he pitied the other's poverty. ^ It would be 
great folly for a captain of foot, that is nothing^/ a captain of 
foot, to unite in Hymen. But, as we say at Bavenacliffe and 
Soho, Cupid will listen to the siyihs of the heir of a Devonshire 
baronet, with fifteen thousand a year." 

^ I never heard any one say it was more than ten,** inter* 
nipted the other, with a strong taint of ill-humor in iua 
miuuier* 
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''Not more than ten I I can count ten mjsdf^ and I am sur? 
Uiere must be some that I doesn't know ofl" 

** Well, if it be twenty," cried Shearflint, rising, and Irick 
ing the brands among the ashes, in a manner to destroy all 
the cheerfulness of the little fire that remained, ''it won't 
help you to do your errand. You should remember that 
us servants of poor captains have nobody to help us with our 
work, and want our natural rest What's your pleasure, Mr. 
Meriton !'* 

" To see your master, Mister Shearflint" 

" That's impossibility ! he's under five blankets, and I wouldn't 
lift the thinnest of them for a month's wages." 

" Then I shall do it for you, because speak to him I must. 
Ib he in 'this room f " 

"Ay, you*ll find him somewhere there, among the bed- 
clothes," returned Shearflint, throwing open the door of an ad^ 
joining apartment, secretly hoping Meriton would get his head 
broken for his trouble, as he removed himself out of harm's way, 
by returning to the fireplace. 

V Meriton was compelled to ^ve the captain several rough 
shakes before he succeeded in rousing him, in the least, from 
his deep slumbers. Then, indeed, he overheard the sleeper 
muttering — 

" A damn'd foolish business, that I Had we made proper use 
of our limbs, we might have kept them. You take this man to 
be your husband — ^better for worse — ^richer or poorer — ^ha! who 
are you rolling, dog ? Have you no regard to digestion, to shake 
a man in this manmer, just after eating ?" 

'*It'sI, sir— Meriton." 

" And what the devil do you mean by this liberty, Mr. I, or 
Meriton, or whatever you call yourself!" 

" I am sent for you in a great hurry, sir — awful things have 
happened to-night up in Tremont — ^ 

" Happened f repeated Polwarth, who by this time was thor- 
oughly awake. " I know fellow, that your master is married— 
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[ gave the bride away myself. I suppose nothing else, that i& 
particularly extraordinary, has happened ?** 

" Oh 1 Lord, yes, sir : my lady is in fainting-fits, and Master Li- 
onel has gone,God knows whither, and Madam Lechmere is dead V* 

Meriton had not concluded, before Polwarth sprang from his 
bed in the best manner ha was able, and began to dress himself^ 
by a sort of instinct, though without any definite object By 
the unfortunate arrangement <^ MeriUNn's inteUigenoe, he sup* 
posed the death of Mrs. Lechmere to be in consequence of some 
strange and mysterious separation of the bride firom her hus- 
band, and hia busy thought^ did not fail to recall the singular 
interruption of the nuptials, so often mentioned. 

"^ And Miss Daalbrth,^' he asked— '^ how does she be|r it ?" 

'* Like a woman^ as she is, and a true lady« It is no spiali 
thing as puts Miss Agnus beside herself sir (" 

*^ No^ that it is not ! ^he is much more apt to drive others mad.** 

^ 'Twas ska, or, as sent me to desire you to come up ta Tre- 
moatHrtraet without any delay." 

^ The devil it was I Hand me that boot, my good fellow. 
One boot, thank God, is sooner put on than two 1 The vest and 
stock next You, Shearflint ! where have you got to, sirrah I 
Bring me my leg, this instant P 

As soon as his own man heard this order, he made his ap- 
pearance ; and as he was much more eonveisant with the mys- 
tery of his master's toilet, than Meriton, the captain was soon 
equipped for his sudden expedition* 

Duruig the time he was dressing, he continued to put hasty 
questions to Meriton, eonoetning the cause of the disturbance 
in Tremontrstreet, the answers to which only served to throw 
him more upon iha ocean of uncertainty than ever. The 
instant he was clad, he wrapped himself in his cloak, and, 
taking the arm of the valet^ he essayed to find his way through 
the tempest to the spot where he was told Agnes. Danforth 
awaited his appearance, with a chivalry that^ in another age, 
•ad under difiei^it circumBtances, would have made him a hero. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

• FlMd Umtftt MOW how IttUo tbMi«pitoatMtr 

Blaic 

NoTWiTHSTANDiKG the nnuBual alacrity wHh which Pblwarta 
obeyed the unexpected ftummons of the capricious being whoae 
&Yor he had so long courted -with so Mttie apparont success, he 
lingered in his steps as he approached near enough to llie house 
in Trensonlrstreet to witness the glancing li^ts which flitted 
before the windows. On the threshold he stopped^ and listened 
to the opening and shutting of doors, idid all those marked and 
yet stifled sounds, which are wont to succeed A visit of the grim 
monarch to the dwellings of the sick. B}» rap was unansw^^, 
and he was compelled to order M^ton to show him into the 
little parlor where he had so often been a guest^ under more 
propitious Gircum8tanoe& Here he found Agnes^ awaiting his 
appearance with a gravity, if not sadness of demeanor, that in- 
stantly put to flight certain complimoitary eflusions, ^th which 
the captain had determined to open the interview, in order to 
follow up, in the true temper of a soldier, the small advantage 
he conceived he had obtained in the good Opinion of his mis- 
tress. Altering the idxulting ezpressiofi of his features^ with his 
first glance at the countenance of Miss Danforth, Polwarih paid 
his compliments in a manner better suited to the state of the 
&mily, and desired to know if in any manner he could contribute 
(o their comfort or relief. 

^ Death has been among us, Captain Pdwarth," said Agnes, 
** and his Visit has, indeed, been sudden and unexpected. To 
add to our embarrassment. Major Liiv^n is missing 1^ 

As she concluded, Agnes fastened her eyes on the face of ihe 
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oQier, as though she would require an ^planation of the unac- 
countable absence of the bridegroom. 

^Lionel Lincoln is not & man to flj because death ap- 
proaches," returned the cf^tain, musing ; ^iknd less should I 
suspect him of deserting, in her distress, one like the lovely 
creature he has married. Perhaps lie has gone in quest of mod* 
icalaid?** 

'^ It cannot be. I have gathered from the Inrdcen sentences 
of Cecil, that he, and some third person to me unknown, were 
last with my aunt, and must have been pi^nt at her death ; 
for the &oe was covered. I found the bride in, the room which 
Lionel has lately occupied-^die doors open, and with indications 
that he and his unknown companion had le^ the liouse by the 
private stairs which communicate with the western door. As 
my cousin speaks but little, all other due to the moyements of 
her husband is lost^ imless tlus ornament, which I found glitter- 
ing among ihe embers of the fire,' may serve lor such a purpose. 
It is, I believe, a soldier's gorget" 

'^ It is^ indeed ; and it would seem &e wearer has been in 
some jeopardy, by this buUet^hole through its centie. By 
heavens! — ^'tis that of M'Fusel — Here is the 16th engraved; 
and I know these little marks, which the poor fdlow was ac- 
customed to make on it at eveiry battle ; for he never failed to 
wear the bauble. The last was the saddest record of them all P 

^ In what manner, theni, could it be conveyed into the apart- 
ment of Major Lincoln f lb it possible tho^^-^"^ 

^In what manner, trtdyr* int^rupted Polwarihf rising in 
his agitation, and beginnSx^ to pace the room, in the best 
manner his mutilated condition would allow — ^Poor Dennis ! 
that I should find such a relic of thy end at last I You did not 
know Dennis, I believe. He was a man, fair Agnes, every way 
adapted by nature for a soldier. His was the form of Hercules I 
the heart of a lion, and the digestion of an. ostrich I But he 
could not master this cruel lead ! He is dead, poor fellow, he 

•ft dead P 

51 
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^ Still jou find no clue in the gorget by wliich to trace ilie 
living !" demanded Agnes, 

"Hal" exclaimed Polwarth, starting — "I think I begin to 
see into the mystery I The fellow who could slay the man with 
whom he had eaten and drunk, might easily rob the dead 1 
You found the gorget near the fire <^ Major Lincoln's rocMn, say 
you, fair Agnes f 

" In the embers, as if cast there for concealment, or drc^ped 
in some sudden strait*' 

"I hare it — ^I have itP returned Polwarth, striking his 
hands together, and speaking through his teeth — " 'twas that dog 
who murdered him, and justice shall now take its swing : fool 
or no fool, he shall be hung up like jerked beei^ to dry in the 
winds 4>f heaven I" 

^'Of whom speak you, Polwarth, with that threatening air f 
inquired Agnes, in a soothing voice, d which,^ hke the rest o( 
her sex,, she weU knew not only the power, but when to exer* 
cise it 

"Of a canting, hypocritical miscreant, who is called Job 
Pz»y-r-a fellow with no more conscience than brains, nor any 
more brains than honesty. An ungainly yiliain ; who will eat 
of your table to-day, and put the same knife that admiiddtdred 
to his hunger to your throat to-m<»row ! It was such a dog 
that bntofaered the glory of Erin!" 

" It must have been in open battle, then," said Agnes, " for 
though wanting in reason, Job has been relffed in the knowledge 
of good and evil. The child must be s^ongly stamped with 
the wrath of God, indeed, for whom some tSott is not made 
by a Boston mother, to recover his part in the gteiat atone- 
ment" 

" He, then, is an exception ; for surely no Christain will join 
you in the great natural pursuit of eating at one moment^ and 
torn his fangs on a comrade at the next" 

" But what has all this to do with the absent bridegroom 1" 

^' It proves that Job Pray has been in his room since the ftne 
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WM replenished, or some otiher than you would haye femid the 
gorget" 

^It proYes a. singular association, truly, between Major lin- 
coin and the fflmpleton,** said Agnes, mii^g;' ^but still it 
throws no light on his disa{^aranee/ -^iSras an. old man that 
my cousin mentioned in h^ une^ineeted senteiiees r 

^ My life on it, faiir Agnes, that li Major Lincoln has left the 
house mysterioib^y to-night, it is under* the ^danoe-of that 
wretch ! — ^I hare known -them togeth^ in coubcfi more than 
once, before this.** 

^l%en, if he be weak enough to foniake such a womft» as 
my cousin; at the in^gation of a fbol^ he is unworthy! of aa^ 
other thought!* 

Agnes cbloted as she spoke, atki turked -the ic^iTersatlon 
with a manner that denoted, how deeply she Tesented lihe sligbt 
to-Cedl. . : . 

The peculiar ffituatxott of the town, and the absei^feee of aR h^ 
own male relatives, soon induced Miss Danforth to listen to the 
reiterated' offers of s^ce from the captain, and filially to ac- 
cept them. Their conference was long and confidential; nor 
did Polwarth rethrie^ until .hi» footsteps wero assisted by the dull 
light of the approachihg day. When he left the house to re- 
turn to his own quarters, no ii<£hg8 had been heard oi Lionel, 
whose intentional absence was^now so certain, that thef captain 
proceeded to give his orders for {he funeral of the deceased, 
without any further delay. He had. canvassed with Agnes the 
propriety of every arrangement so- fully, that he was at bo loss 
how to conduct himsel£ It had been determined between them 
that -the state of the siege^ as well as eertain indications of move- 
ments whicii were already making in the garrison, rendered it 
inexpedient to delay the obsequies a moment longer that was 
required by the unavoidable preparati6n». 

Acc<^ngly, the Lechmere vault, in the churchyard of ihe 
'King's OhapeV was directed to be opened, and the vain trap- 
pings^ in which the dead are umudly enshrouded, were provideil 

15 
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The same dergpnan, T?ho had bo lately pEonounoed the nupiiajl 
benediction over the child, was now required to perform the 
last melancholy offices of the ohm'ch over the parent, and the 
invitations to the few friends of the family who remained in the 
place were duly issued in suitable form. 

By the time the sun had £Eillen near the amphitheatre of hill% 
along whose crests were, h&te and there, to be seen the works 
of the inde&tigable men who held the place in leaguer, the 
bcief preparations for the interment of the deceased were com* 
pleted. The prophetical words of Balph were now fulfilled, 
and, according to the custom of the province, the doors of one 
of its proudest dwellings were thown open for all those who 
chose to enter and depart at will The funeral train, though 
respectable, was far from extending to that, display of solemn 
oonntfinatnoes whioh Boston, in ito peace and pride, would not 
have fiedled to exhibit on any similar occasion. A few of the 
oldest and most respected of the inhabit^ts, wlio were distantly 
connected by blood or alliances with ihe deceased, attended; 
but there had been nothing in the cold and selfish character of 
Mrs. Lechmere to gather the ppor and dep0ndent in aprrowing 
gioup^ around her funeral rites. The passage of the body, from 
its late dwelling to the tomb, was quiet, decent, and impressive, 
but entirely without any d^nonstrations of grieC Cecil had 
buried herself and her sorrows, together, in the privacy of her 
own room, and none of the more distant relatives who had col- 
lected, male or female, appeared to find it at all difficult to 
restnun their feelings witlan. the bounds of the most rigid de- 
corum. 

Dr. Liturgy received the body, as usual, on the threshold of 
the sacred edifice, and the same solemn and afiecting language 
waa uttered over the dead, as if she had departed soothed by 
the most cheerful visions of an assured £uth. As the service 
proceeded, the citizens clustered about the coffin, in deep atten- 
tion, in admiration of the unwonted tremor and solemnity that 
had crept into the voice of the priest. 
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lanomg this little collection of the inhabitants of the colony 
were interspersed a few men in the military dress, who, having 
known the femily of the deceased in more settled times, had 
not forgotten to pay the last tiibute to the memory of one of 
its dead. 

When the short service was ended, the body was raised on 
the shoulders of ^e attendants, and borne into the yard, to its 
place of final rest At such a funeral, where few mourned, and 
none wept, no nnnecessary delay would be made in disposing 
of the melancholy relics of mortality. In a very few moments, 
the narrow tenement, which contained the festering remains of 
one who had so lately harbored such floods of human passion, 
was lowered firom tbe light of day, and the body was left to 
moulder by the side of those who had gone before to the dark- 
ness, of the tomb. Pierhaps, of all who witnessed the descent 
of the coffin, Polwarth alone, tlmmgh that chain of sympathies 
which bound him to the caprice of Agnes, feH any emotion at 
iEtll in consonance with tie solemn scene. The obsequies of 
Hie dead were, like the living character of the woman, cold, 
formal, and artificial. .Hie sexton and his assistants had hardly 
commenced replacing ^e stone which covered Ae entrance of 
the vault, when a knot of elderly men set the example of deser- 
tion, by moving away in a body fix)m the spot As they picked 
their footsteps among the graves, and over the frozen ground of 
the churchyard, they discoursed idly together, of the fortunes 
and age of the woman of whom they had now taken their 
leave forever. The curse of selfishness appeared even to have 
&Ilen on the warning which so suddcm an end should have 
given to those who forgot they tottered on the brink of the 
grave. They spoke of the deceased as of one who had failed 
to awaken the charities of our nature, and though several ren- 
tured their conjectures as to the manner in which she had dis^ 
posed of her worldly possessions, not one remembered to lament 
that she had continued no longer to enjoy them. From this 
theme thev soon wandered to themselves, and the whole party 
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quitted th^ chHrcbpurd jpjpng each oilier on the iorpa^ of 
tiin^, each man attempting to ape the elastic tread of jouthy m 
Older not only to ooaceal from his compamcms the ravages of 
age, hut ivith a voia desire to extend the arUfice sq far,.if pock 
Bible, as to deceive himselfl 

When the seniors of the party withdreW| the remaii;ider of 
the spectators did not hesitate to follow; and i9>a fewinkutes 
Polwarth found himself standing before, the vanity wit^ only two 
others of ail those who had. attended the. bod)r. The captain, 
who hmi been at no little expense of timer and; trouble to mainr 
1»i& the decencies which beeame a near Inend of the^ family of 
the deceived, stood a mmute logger, to permit the^e; lingering 
followers to retire, aiso^ before- W turned his own baok on the 
place of t^e dead; But perceiv^ they bo& juamtained their 
posts, in silent attention, heriused his ey^s, more curiously^ to 
etamine who these loit^em mi^t be. | 

The one neaiest to himself was a.maa, whose dr«ss and air 
be^ke him to be of no very exalted rank in life, while the 
other was- a womnn, a[ even4in inferior cpnditipn, if ah opini<»i 
might be formed from the squalid miaepy that was exhibited in 
ix&t attire. A little fatigu^with the^arduous labors of the 
day, and of the dutaes of the unusual pffice he bad assumed* 
the worthy ci^ptaia touched his hat; with studied decorum, and 
said— 

^ I thank you, good people, for this mark of respeat to the 
memory of my deceased finend ; but as we have pei£>rmed all 
that can now be done in her behalf we ^11 retjre." 

Apparently encouraged hy the easy and courteous manner of 
Polwarth, the man approached s^ mgh^, and, after bowing 
with niuoh respect^ Toured to say-r^ 

^' 7hey tell me 'tis the funeral of Madam Lechmere that I 
hitve witnessed 1", . 

^ They tell you true, sir," returned the caption, beginning 
slowly to pick his way towards the gate : " of Mrs. Prisoilla, 
the relict of Mr. John Lechmere — a lady c^ a creditable de> 
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Bcentj aiid I think it will iibt be denied that she has had honor- 
able interment'* 

** If it be the lady 1 suppose,'* continued the stranger, " sjhe 
is of an honorable descent, indeed^ Hek* maiden name wa» 
Lincoln, and she is aunt to the great Devonshire bai^onei of that 
fiamily." 

" How 1 Imow you the linoohis ?* exclaimed Polwarth, stop- 
ping short, and turning to examine the oilier with a stricter 
eye. Perceiving, however, that the stranger was a man of 
harsh and peculiarly forbidding features, in the vulgar dress al*" 
ready mentioned, he muttered — *^ You may have heard of IJiem, 
friend, but I should doubt whether your intimacy could amount 
to such wholesome flEuniliarities as eating and drinking." 

^ Stronger intimacies than that^ sir, are sometimes brought 
about between men who were bom to very different fortunes,^ 
returned the stranger, witli a pecufiarly sarcastic and ambigu- 
ous smilcj which m^ant more ihan met the eye. ^ But all who 
know the Lmcolns, sir, win allow their claims to distmction. 
If this lady was one of them, she had reason to be proud of her 
blood.** . . 

" Ay, you are not tadhted, I see; with these revolutionary no 
(ions, my friend,** returned Polwarth : " sho was also connected 
with a very good sort of a family in this colony, called the Dan- 
forths — you know the Danforths ?** 
' "Not at all, ar: I—" 

" Not know the Danforths I** exclaimed Polwarth, once more 
stopping to bestow a fi^er 'scrutiny on lus companion. After a 
short pause, however, he nodded his head, in approbation of his 
own conclusions, tind added — ^'*No, no— I am wrong — ^I' see you 
could not have known much of the Danforths.** 

The stranger appeared quite willing to overiook tlie cavalier 
treatment he received, for he continued to attend the difficult 
'botsteps of the mainded soldier, with the same respectful defer- 
ence as before. 

" I have no knowledge of the Danforths, it is true,** ho an- 
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swei^ ; '' but I may boast of some intimaoy with the family of 
Lincoln." 

^ Would to God, then," cried Polwartii, in a sort of soliloquy, 
which escaped him in the fulness of his heart, " you could tell 
us wh^t has become of its heir I" 

The stranger stopped short in his turn, and exclaimed — 

" Is he not serving with the army of the king^ against this 
rebellion ? Is he not here ?" 

" Qe is here, c»: he is there, or he is anywhere : I tell you he 
is lost'* 

'^ He is lost r echoed the other. 

" Lost I" repeated a humble female voice, at the very elbow 
of the captain. 

This singular repetition of his^own language aroused Pol- 
warth from the abstraction into which he had suffered himself 
to fall. In his course from the vault to the churchyard gate, 
he had unconsciously approached the woman before mentioned, 
and when he turned at the sounds of her T<Hce, his eyes fell 
full upon her anxious countenance. The very first ^anoe was 
enough to tell the observant captain that, in the midst of her 
poverty and rags, he saw the broken remains of great female 
beauty. Her dark and intelligent eyes, set as they were in a 
sallow and sunken cotmtenance, still retained much of the 
brightness, if not of the softness and peace, of youth. The eon- 
tour of her face was also striking, though she might be said to 
resemble one whose loveliness had long since departed with her 
innocence. But the gallantry of Polwarth was proof even 
against the unequivocal signs of misery, if not of guilt, which 
were so easily to be traced in h^ appearance ; and he too much 
respected even the remnants of female charms which were yet 
visible amid such a mass of unseemliness, to regard them with 
an unfriendly eye. Apparently encouraged by the kind look ol 
the captain, the woman ventured to add — 

" Did I hear aright, sir ? Said you that Major Lincoln wa« 
lostr 
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'* I am afraid, good woman,'' returned the captain, leaning 
on (he iron-shod stiok, with which he was wont to protect his 
footsteps along the icy streets of Boston, *' that this siege has, 
in your case, proved unusually seyere. If I am not mistaken 
in a matter in which I profess to know much, nature, is not 
supported as nature should be. You would ask lor food, and 
God forbid that I should deny a fellow-creature a morsel of that 
which constitutes both the seed and the fruits of life. Here is 
money." 

The muscles of the attenuated countenance of the woman 
worked with a sudden convulsiTe motion, and, for a moment, 
she glanced her eyes wistfully towards his silver, but a slight 
flush passing quickly over her pallid features, she answered— 

" Whatever may be my wants and my suffering, I thank my God 
that he has not levelled me with the beggar of the streets. . Be- 
fore that evil day shall come, may I find a place amongst these 
frozen hillocks where we stand! But I beg pardon, sir: I 
thought I heard you speak of Major Lincoln." 

'* I did ; and what of him ? I aakl he was lost ; and it is 
true, if that be lost which cannot be found." 

'' And did Madam Lechmere take her leave before he was 
missing f asked the woman, advancing a step nearer to Pol- 
warth, in her intense anxiety to be answered. 

^'Do you think, good woman, that a gentleman of Major Lin- 
coln's notion of things would disappear after the decease of his 
relative, and leave a comparative stranger to fill the office of 
principal mourner ?" 

^ The Lord forgive us all our sins and wickedness I" mut- 
tered the woman, drawing the shreds of her tattered cloak 
about her shivering form, and hastening silently away into the 
depths of the graveyard. Polwarth regarded her unceremo- 
nious d^>arture for a moment ia surprise, and then, turning to 
his remaining companion, he remarked-** 

"That woman is unsettled in her reason, for the wai&t of 
wholesome nutriment It is just as impossible to retain the 
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fomen of ihe mind, and neglect the stomach, as it is to expect 
a. truant boj irill make, a learned man.'' Bj this time the 
worthy captam had foi^tten vh<Mii it was he addrdsscd) and he 
continued, in his usual philosophic strain; ^Children are sent to 
sdiool to kam aiJ: useful int^rtTons but that of eatiug; for to 
eat-^ihat is^ to eat with judgment-^ as much of au invention 
as any other discovery. Every mouthful a man swallows, has 
to undergo four important operations^' each of which miay be 
called a crisis in the human constitution." 

^Suffer m» to help you over this grave,'' 'said the other, offi- 
ciously o&ring.hiB assistance* 

*^ I thank you, «r, I thank you — ^'tis a sad' cbmmeniary on 
n^ woods P rettti^ned theijcaptain,: with a mehnchdy smile. 
'^ The time has been when I served in tiie It^t corps, biii your 
men in unequal quafltitiesio^' good fw^ 
sons ! Ab I was* sayingv there 19 &^ the sdection ; second, 
masttcaticm ; third, degluiitioh ; andilasliy, the digestidnJ' ' 

" Quite true, sir," said the .'sftnuiger, aiitder abruptly : ^thin 
diet andli^t meals' are best Ifor the brain.'' - - : 

^ Thin diet and Hght meals^ sir, are good^ f<^ nothing hut tc 
rear dwaxfi and idiots Pf rettdned the daptain, with some heat. 
* I j*q)eat to you, sir*-?' 

He was interrupied l^the #tntnger,who suddenly smothered 
a <£8sertadon on the cpnneotion between the material and im- 
material, by a^ng^^-n 

*^ If theheir of such a^finnily be iost^ ia there nbne to see thai 
he is found again ?" 

Polwarth^ fiiidiiig himself thus chewed in did very opening 
of his theme, stopped ajgain^ and stared ihe ^other* full in the 
face for af moment^ without making any rej^y. His kind fed 
ing, however, 'got the better of his displeasure, and yielding to 
the interest he felt in the fiarte of liimd, he answerod— ^ 

*^ I would go all lengths^ and incur every hazard, to do him 
service*" . ^ * 

*'' Ihen, sir, accident has brought'thbse togeUier who are will- 
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ing to engage in the same undertaldng. I, too, will do my 
utmost to discover him. I have heard he has friends in this 
province. Has he no connection to whom we may apply for 
intelligence t" 

*' None nearer than a wife." 

'' A wife r reputed the otber, in surprise. " Is he, then, 
married f " 

A long pause ensued, during which the stranger mused deep- 
ly, and Polwarth bestowed a still more Bearehing scrutiny than 
ever on his companion. It would appear that the result was 
not satisfEu^tory to the captain; for, shaking his head, in no 
very equivocal manner, he resmned the task <tf .picking his way 
among the graves, towavds the gate^ with renewed <liligence. 
He was in die act oJT seating hims^ in the pung, wh^A the 
strmger i^n stood at Us^IboWy and said— '.'''< 

>' Jf I knew where to find Jus wi^, I woiiId>ofier my services 
to the lady." 

Eohrarth pointed to the building of winch Cecil was novr the 
mistnes^ and answerod,. somewhat superciliously, as he drove 
awj^— 

**" l^e is there, my good friend, but yonr application will be 
useless.'' '. 

The stranger |:eGeived the direction in an understanding man- 
ner, and smiled with sidiified confidence, while he took the op- 
posite route from that by virhicli the busy eqnipage «f the captain 
had ahready disappeared. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

" Up Fiab-«tr«et t down Saint Magnns' ooimw I 
Kill and knock down 1 Throw tliem into Thames I— 
What Bolae la tUs I bear 7 Dare any be eo bold to aoond 
Setreat or pariey, when I command them kill f" 

KDTO HSNItT IV. 

It was rarelj, indeed, that the equal-minded Polwarth under- 
took an adventure with so fell an intent as was the disposition 
with which he directed the head of the hunter to be turned to- 
wards the Dock Square. He had long known the residence of 
Job Pray, and often, in passing from his lodgings, near the 
common, into the more fashionable quarter of the town, the 
good-natured epicure had turned his head to bestow a nod and 
a smile on* the unsophisticated admirer of his skill in the culi- 
nary art But now, as the pung whirled out of Com Hill into 
the well-known area, his eye fell on the low and gloomy walls 
of the warehouse,. with a far less amicable design. 

From the time he was apprised of the disappearance of his 
friend, the captain had been industriously ruminatiog on the 
subject, in a vain wish to discover any probable reason that 
might induce a bridegroom to adopt so hasty, and, aj^Mirently, 
so unjustifiable a step, as the desertion of his bride, and that, 
too, under circumstances of such peculiar distress. But the 
more he reasoned, the more he found himself involved in the 
labyrinth of perplexity, untu he was glad to seize on the slight- 
est clue which offered, to lead him from his obscurity. It has 
already been seen in what manner he received the intelligence 
conveyed through the gorget of M'Fuse, and it now renuuns for 
us to show with what commendable ingenuity he improved the 
hint. 
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It had always been a matter of surprise to Polwarth, that a 
aaan like Lionel should tolerate so much of the society of the 
simpleton; nor had it escaped his observation, that the com- 
munieations between the two were a little concealed under a 
shade of mystery. He had overheard the foolish boast of the 
lad, the preceding day, relative to the death of MTuse ; and the 
battered ornament, in conjunction with the place where it was 
found, which accorded so well with his groveUing habits, had 
tended to confirm its truth. The love of Polwarth for the 
g^nadier was second only to his attachment for his earlier 
Mend. The one had avowedly fallen, and he soon began to 
suspect that the other had been strangely inveigled from his 
duty by the agency of this ill-giflted changeling. To conceive 
an opinion, and to become confirmed in its justice, were results 
generally produced by the same operation of the mind, with 
this disciple of animal philosophy. Whilst he stood near the 
tomb of the Lechmeres, in the important character of chief 
mourner, he had diligently revolved in his mind the brief argu- 
ments which he found necessary to this conclusion. The 
arrangement of his ideas might boast of the terseness of a syl- 
logism. His proposition and inference were something as fol- 
lows : — Job murdered M*Fuse ; — some great evil has occurred 
to Lionel ; — ^and therefore Job has been its author. 

It is true, there was a good deal of intermediate argument to 
support this deduction, at which the captain cast an extremely cur- 
sory glance, but which the reader may easily conceive, if at all 
gifted in the way of imagination. It woidd require no undue belief 
of the connection between very natural effects and their causes, 
to show that Polwarth was not entkely unreasonable in suspect- 
ing the agency of the simpleton, nor in harboring the de^ and 
bitter resentment that so much mischi^ even though it were 
sustained from the hands of a fool, was likely to awaken. Be 
that as it may, by the time the pung had reached the point 
already mentioned, its rapid motion, which accelerated the or- 
dinarily quiet circulation of his blood, together with the soom 
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through which he had just passed, and the recoikctiQiiis which 
had been <»owdkig on ihis mind, conspired lo liriiid\ipliis res- 
olution to a Teiy obetinate patch of determination. .Of all his 
sdiemesy embraoiiig^ as ihey did, eompulsioii, ebufesaon, and 
punii^uttent, Job Ibray! waa^ of coarse^ destined to her both the 
subject and the Tictim. . 1 • 

The shadows of evening were ahieadj' thrown i^nthetown, 
and the cold had long befi>oe driveii thefew dealcorsm lOBats jokd 
yegetableSy who continued to find didljremplojme&t aroiind the 
iU-fiimished i^ambles, to/their severah Himies^ in* their steqd 
there was only to be aeeu & tneagier and. impoi^shed foHow«¥ 
of the camp, stealing ahmg the shadows of >the! ibtuldingf with 
her half-£ftinished child, as. they seasehed amoi^ the offals id 
the maiket for some negfected JDorsd^ixs iekb out, the scanty 
meal of the night But while the comntdn [mart pr^^s^ikd tUs 
aj[4>earainee of dulbeiss and waht, ihe k>#er part of :Uie i^quarr 
exhibited a very different aspect.. ; :' ,.. r 

The warehouse was surrounded by. a body of m^n in unifionn, 
whose ^sordei'Jy And rapid moifementB rproclattndl it once, to 
the experienced eye of the captain, that they 'were engi^ed in 
a scene of lawless yiolence. Some were rushing fuiaou^y into 
the huilding, armed with tfuch weap{>ni» as the itroets finft 
offered to their hand^, whUe eih&t^ teturtied, filling the air with 
their threats aixd outcries. A cbnjstant leiiment of eager solders 
was setting ouit^ of tjie dark paasagea in ,the neigbhorhood tor 
wards the place, ^aad every window of. the buSUixigi was crowded 
with excited witnesses, who dung to the walls^ apparently ani- 
mating thosQ within by the»r.diem'ajidia]^ku8e. 

When Folwarth bade ShearflijitpuU the xeiiis^^ 
quick, half-formiad senlences.ihat bmt fr6nl the lioters, and 
even bef(»e iiet waa aUe^ in the dnddnesarof the ^Fsningj to dia- 
cove^ the faciDgs of their unlfor&i^ his ear. detected iha. well- 
kiiown dialect of the Royal Irish. The whde trntJi xiow broke 
upon him at once, and throwing his obese person frota the 
sleigb, ii^ the beat maniier he was able, he hobUed into .the 
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thrdog, with a amgtti^r 0(»i]|>ouBd ofleeling, which owod its 
biith to the oj^Kjsing.fmptilses of a thirst for yenge^n/^, imd the 
lingering influence ^Ixf his aatoral Idndneos, Better meu. than 
the captain hav^ however; iort -sight <Kf their: humanitj, under 
those fieree flyiii]>aithieff:that'Araawakened in momeiitsof tumult 
and yiolenoe. ]Py the time . he had foroed hS» pereon in,tp the 
larg^, dai^k apartnieiLt that ^nrmed the main bui)di9g, he had, 
in a great degree suffered himself to be woijoed w$o a siteaiiness 
of purpose,' which comported reij iH wilh. his inteUigetice and 
rank, fie even Usiened widi anaksooimtaUe jdeasuie 'to the 
threats and denuneiatioDa^whidb. filled <&&.huiUii)g; until he 
foresaw, from their savage nature;: there was great . dling^ .that 
one half of his oh^feet^ the disbbyery of Li^telj was iik^ly to. be 
frustrated by lixeir folfiknent; Ammated i^m^-^ this impres- 
sion, he threw the rioters from him with pfodigiOu^ Energy, and 
succeeded in'gaimng. a position wh'ere^he might' bjs0em1e.11 more 

efficient actor in the fray. ;. : . . ' 

^ere was still light enough, to disooyer Job Pr^y^pii^Qed in 
the oentre of the wat^hoiise, on Ms mis^cahle bed^ in,an;attit^de 
between lying and sitting. While his bodily condi^on seemed 
to require the former position, his fears had induced, him to 
atteihpt the latter. The lu*ge, red blotches whi^h : eoy^red'his 
unmeaning countenance^ and his flushed eyeballs, too pl^nly 
announced that the unfortunate young man^ in addition'to hav- 
ing become ^0 objeci of the wiath bf a lawless mob, w^ '^ prey 
to the t^avages of t^ lend disoidecwMdhhad long before ;%hte^ 
on the town; Around iiA squalid aiibjebt of poverty and dis- 
ease, a few of the Havdiest of tha rioters, du^y the surviving 
grenadiers of thia XSQi, had gstfaerod; whi^the lessi e^ited^ or 
more timid' among' tbfini) pcaotiaed vdieir means bf:aimoyance at 
a greater -cBslauiee from the mifligki atmosphere ci ib» distemper, 
^e brumed and bloody person of the simpletc^n D:ianifested how 
much he had already snared from the hdnds <4 his tijnii^intors, 
who happily possessed'no veiy fiictal weaponS| or H^ scene would 
have been much earlier terminated. Notwithstaiiding }a% great 
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bodily debility, and the praBsiDg dangers that beset hina on 
every side, Job continued to &06 his amwilanta, with a sort of 
stupid endurance of the pains they inflicted. 

At the sight of this levolting qpectade, the heart of Polwartii 
began greatly to relent^ and he endeayiwed to make himself 
heard in the damor of fifty voiees. But his presence was un- 
heeded, for his remonstrances were uttered to ignorant men, 
Tildly bent on vengeance. 

*^ Pul the baist from his rags I" cried one — *^ 'tis no a human 
jian, but a diyil's imp, in the shape of a fellow-cratur I" 

*^ For such as him to murder the flower oi the British army T 
taid another — ^"his small-pox la nothing but a foul invintion o^ 
th^ ould one, to save him from his daisarreTings I" 

^ Would any but a diril inyint sudi a disorder at all I" inter- 
ru^>ted a third, who, even in his anger, could not fcurget his 
humor. ^Have a care, b'ys, he may g^ve it to the whole 
family the naat'ral way, to save the charges of the inoculation P 

'^Have done wid ye'r foolery, Terence," returned the first; 
would ye trifle about death, and 1m unrevengedt Put a 
coal into his filth, b'ys, and burren it and him in the same 
bonfire r 

^A coal! a coal! a brand for the diviPs. burning T' echoed 
twenty soldiers, eagerly listening, in the madness of their fiiry, 
to the barbarous advice. 

Polwarth again exerted himself though unsuccessfullyi to be 
heard; nor was it until a dozen voices proclaimed, in disap- 
pointment, that the house contained neither fire nor fuel, that 
the sudden commotion in the least subsided. 

'^Out of the way 1 out of the way wid yeT iy>ared one of 
gigantic tnould, whose heavy nature had, like an overcharged 
volcano, been alowly wrought up to the eve of a fearful erup- 
tion — **^ Here is fire to destroy a salamander ! Be he divil or be 
he saint, he has great need ci his prayers P 

As he spoke, the fellow levelled a musket^ and another instant 
would have decided the fate of Job, who cowered before the 
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danger with instinctive dread, had not Polwarth beat up the 
piece with his cane, and interposed his body between them. 

'^ Hold your fire, brave grenadier," he said, warily adopting a 
middle course between the language of authority and that of 
oounsel. ^lliis is hasty and unsoldier-like. I knew, and loved 
your late commander well; let us obtain the confessions of the 
lad before we proceed to punishment — ^there may be others 
more guilty than he.** 

The men regarded the unexpected intruder with such furious 
aspects, as augured ill of their deference for his advice and sta- 
tion. "' Blood for blood T passed &om mouth to mouth, in low, 
sullen mutterings ; and the short pause which had succeeded 
his appearance was aheady broken by still less equivocal maiks 
of hostility, when, happily for Polwarth, he was recognized, 
through the twilight, by a veteran of the grenadiers, as one of 
the former intimates of M'Fuse. The instant the soldier com- 
municated this discovery to his fellows, the growing uproar 
again subsided, and the captain was relieved from no small 
bodily terror, by hearing his own name passing among them, 
coupled with such amicable additions as ^^his ould fri'nd T — 
^ an offisher of the light troops V* — ^ he that the ribbils massa- 
cred of a leg r' dx^. As soon as this explanation was generally 
understood, his ears were greeted with a burst from every 
mouth, of — ^ 

"^ Hurrah for Captain Pollywarreth I Mis fri'nd 1 the brave 
Captain Pollywarreth T 

Pleased with his success, and secretly gratified by the com- 
mendations that were now freely lavished on himself with 
characteristic liberality, the mediator, iipproved the slight ad- 
vantage he had obtained, by again addressing them. 

''I thank you for your good opinion, my Mends," he added> 

'' and must acknowledge it is entirely mutual. I love the Boyai 

Irish, on account of one that I wiell knew, and greatly esteemed. 

and who, I fear, was murdered in defiance of all the rules of 

war." 

52 
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^Hear ye that, Dennis f murdered P 

*^]Uood for bloodr' imtteped three or four surly reioes at 
ouoe. 

"Let 418 be deliberate^ that ire.inay be jurt, and juot that our 
▼engeanee may be awful," Pcdwartk quickly anewered, feaiful 
that if the t<ment oncei mcMre broke looee, it wcNild exoeed hie 
powers to stay it "A true aoklier always awake h» ocdem; 
and what regiment in the army can boast of ita disdpline^ if it 
be not the 18th t Form youiaelyes m a circle aiound your 
prisoner, and listen, while I extract the truth from him. After 
that, sheuld he prore guilty,.! will consign him to your tender- 
est mercy." 

The rioters, who only saw^ in the delay, a more methodical 
execution of their own violent purpose, received ^epcopoeition 
with another shout^ and the name oi Polwarih, pronounced in 
all the yarieties of their barl>aious idioms, rung loudly through 
the naked rafters of the building, while they diBpcised themaehres 
to comply. 

The captain, with a wish to gain time to command his 
thoughts, required that a hght should be struck, in order, as he 
said, to study the workings of the countenance of the accused. 
As the night had now gathered about them in good earnest, the 
demand was too reasonable for objection, and with the same 
headlong eagerness that they had manifested a lew xmautes 
before, to shed the blood of Job, they turned their attention, 
with thoughtless versatility, to effect this harmless dbjeet A 
brand had been brought, fbr a very di£^nt end, when the plan 
of burning was proposed, and it had beai cast ande i^am with 
the change of purpos6^ A few of its sparks were now ^oSected, 
and some bundles of oakum, which >y in a oomevof ihe waro- 
liouse, were fired, atid carefolly fed in 8uc}i a maimer as ta died 
a strong" lights through- e^eiy cranny c^ the glomny -edifice, ' 

By the aid of this fitful glare, the eaptain succeeded bnoe 
more in marshalling the rioters in such amamier thai; no eoirert 
mjury could be offered to Job. The whole affair now assumed, 
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etirioeity of ike men lirithout overcame their feais of infectioii, 
and they crowded into the place, in earnest attention, nntil, in a 
very few moments, no other eotind was audible hat the difficult 
and oppressed respiratioii of th^r victim. When all the other 
noises had ceased, and Poiwardi perceived by the eager and 
savage eomitenances^. athwart which the bright glare of the 
burning hemp was gleaming, that delay might yet be dangerous, 
he proceeded at once in his inquiries. - 

" You may see, Job Pray, by the manner in which you are 
surrounded," he ssdd, ''that ji^dgment has at length overtaken 
you, and that your only hope for mercy lies in your truth. 
Answer, then, to such questions as I shall put^ and keep the 
lear of God before your eyes.'* 

The captain paused to allow this exhortation to produce its 
desired effect. But Job, perceiving that his late tonnentors 
were quiet, and to all appearance bent on no immediate mis- 
chief^ sunk his head languidly upon his blankets, where he lay 
in silence, watching, with rolling and ansdous eyes^ the smallest 
movements of his enemies. Polwarth soon yidded to the im* 
patience of his listeheis,^ aaad continued*^ 

^ You are acquainted with Major lincoln P 

** Major Lincoln 1" grumbled three or four of tJie gr^tadiew ; 
''is it of hm that we want to hearf ^ 

'^ One moment, my wcarthy liSths ; I shall (xjme at the whole 
truth the 4Sooner, by taking, ibis indirect coiuse.'' ' . ! : 

''Hurrah for Oaptain 'P<%^warr^th f shouted the rioters, 
" him thatrthe ribbrk ixBissacrekl of !a leg 1" 

"Thank. yoa^r^aaik> you,/ my considerate frieiids : knswer, 
fellow, witliout ipreraridttioQ ; you disure' not 'deny io. me your 
knowledge of Major: liiidoln r 

After a momentary pau^ ii.k>w voice was heard muttering 
wnong'the blankebk^ ;• 

'^ Job knows all the Boston people; and Major LiiDccihi is a 
Boston boy." 
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^But with Major linooln you had a more pardculac acquaint- 
anoe. Restrain your imjpatieiioe, men; these questions lead 
directly to the fiicts you wish to know.'' The rioters, who were 
profoundly ignorant of what sort of &cts they were to be noade 
acquainted with by this examination, looked at each other in 
uneasy doubt, but soon settled down again into their former 
deep silence. ''You know him better than any other gentleman 
of the army f " 

'' He promised Job to keep off the grannies, ^d Job agreed 
to run his ar'tt'dsu" 

'' Such an arrangement betrays a greater intimacy than is 
usual between a wise man and a fool I If you are then so 
close in lei^e with him, I demand what has become of your 
associate?" 

The young man nuide no reply. 

^ You are thought to know the reasons why he has left his 
friends," returned Polwarth, ^ and I now demand that you de- 
clare them." 

^ Declare l" repeated the simpleton, in his most -unmeaning 
and helpless manner : ^ Job was never good at his schooling." 

^ Nay, then, if you are obstinate, and will not answer, I must 
withdraw, and permit these brave grenadiers to work their will 
on you." 

This threat served to induce Job to raise his head, and assume 
that attitude and look of instinctive watch&dness that he had so 
recently abandoned. A slight movement of the crowd followed, 
and the terrible words of ''Blood for blood I" again passed among 
them in sullen murmurs. The helpless youth, whom we have 
been obliged to call an idiot, for want of a better term, and be- 
cause his mental imbecility removed him without the pale 
of legal responsibility, now stared Wildly about him, with an 
increaaii^ expression of reason, that might be ascribed to the 
force of that inward fire which preyed upon his vitals, and wluob 
seemed to purify iti^ spirit in proportion as' it consumed the mar 
terial dross of his existence. 
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^^ It'si ag^iu the laws of the Baj to beat and tormeut a fellow- 
creature," he said, with a solemn earnestness in his voieei that 
would have melted hearts of ordinary sc^ness; ** and, what, is 
more, it's ag'in His holy book 1 If you hadn't made oveu-w^od 
of the Old North, and a horse-stable of the Old South, you might 
have gone to hear such expounding as would have made tlie 
hair rise on your wicked heads I" 

The cries of. " Have done wid his foolery 1" *' The imp is 
playing his games on us !" ^' As if his wooden mockery was a 
church at all fit for a ra'al Christian 1" were heard on every side, 
and they were succeeded by the often repeated and appalling 
threat of " Blood for blood 1" 

'* Fall back, men, &11 back !" died Polwarth, flourishing his 
walking-stick in such a manner as effectually to enforce his 
orders ; '* wait for his confession before you judge. Fellow, this 
is the last and trying appeal to your truth — your life most prob- 
ably depends on the answer. You are known to have been in 
arms against the crown. Nay, I myself saw you in the field on 
that day when the troops a-a-a countermarched from Lexing- 
ton ; since when you are known to' have joined the rebels while 
the army went out to storm the intrenchment on the heights ot 
Charlestown." At this point in the recapitulation of the offen- 
ces of Job, the captain was suddenly appalled by a glimpse at 
the dark and threatening looks that encircled him^ and he con- 
cluded with a laudable readiness ; '' on that glorious day when 
his majesty's troops scattered your provincial rabble like so many 
sheep driven from their pastures by dogs I" 

The humane ingenuity of Polwarth was rewarded by a burst 
of loud and savage laughter. Encouraged by this evidence of 
his power over his auditors, the worthy captain proceeded with 
an increased confidence in his own eloquence. 

" On that glorious day," he continued, gradually warming 
with his subject, '^ many a gallant gentleman and hundreds of 
fearless privates met their fi»te. Some fell in open and manly 
fight, and according to the chances of regular warfare. Som^— 
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h^-6-m — Bome bavB been mutilated ; and inll carry t^e marks 
of their glory with them to the gnrve.** His voice grew a little 
thkk asid husky as he prc»6eeded; but, shaking off his weak- 
ness, be ended with an energy that he intended should curdle 
the heart of the prisoner : ^ while, fellow, some have been 
murdered!" 

^ Blood for blood T was heard again passing ils fearful round. 
T^tliout attempting any longef U> repress the^ riffling spirit of 
the rioters^ P<4warth continued Ms interrogatories, entirely, led 
away by Hie strength of his owti ieeliligd on tins sensiiive 
subject., 

^ Remember you such a man as Dennis M'Fuse V^ he demanded 
in a voice of thunder ; ^ he t^t was treacherously i^ain in your 
inmost trendies, after the day was won I Answer me,, knave, 
were you not among the rabble, and did not your own vile hand 
the bloody deed r . 

A few words were heard from Job, in a low, muttering fone^ 
of which only ** the rake-helBeSj'' and " the people will teach '^m 
the law r' were sofficienily distinct to be understood. 

^ Murdei^ him I patt Inm sowl from b^y 1" exclaimed' &e 
fiercest of the grenadiers. 

** Hold,'* cried Polwarth ; *< but one mc«nent niore — ^I would 
relieve mf toijod from tibe debt I owe his memory. ^>eak, fel* 
low ; what know yoii of th^ deatli of the ccmmand^ €i these 
brave grenadiers?" 

Job, who had lisiened t6 :his lardrds attentively, though his 
uneasy eyes still contintijdd t<^ watch the slightest nMyvein^ts of 
his fees, i;iow turned to thospeaiker with |i look of fodish triumph, 
and answ^ed-* 

*' The 18th came tip tbe^ hill, shouting like roaring lions I but 
the Royal Irish had a death-howl, that evening, over their tallest 
manr' 

Fdwarth trembled with the Violence of the passions that betet 
Inm ; but) while with one hand he motioned td the men to keep 
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feaoky.Didth the other he ptodiioed the battered gorget froin hb 
fKxdcet^ aiid held k before the eyeA of the tamp\kitx>ih 

^Enow jom. M&f^ he demanded; ^'who ^ni tbe builet 
through this &tal hole «• / ...:. • 

! Job^okiiihe ioraameitt^ and for a momkit regarded it with 
aarUiEuxnoscaotis look. Ekit his conMetiandd gradtially lighting 
withra liajr of lumiddai meamag, helaughiediin scxMnofal ezulta^ 
tion^ s he answered^ I 

: "Th0aghlobi8afod,hecanaioo4r: -. > » : 

Polwftrth started back aghast^ vhiie iki flense tesentmenta of 
tiisimiiir. listeners broke through aH reatramfe TUey rallied a 
loud and aaVage ahoiity as one. nxan^ fiUing^ the bnilding wik 
hoarse execrations and cries for vengeance. TWeiity ex^»edienti 
to destroj^theit captive ifrore ^ tianied in '&' bceodi^ and i?ith all 
thb! dioraatonsiticr vehenttBnoe of their naUoai. ;MoBt of diem 
would hare beea irregularljr adc^ted, had notthe^man who. at* 
t^idbd ihe burning h^np. caught i^ a buwile' of the flaming 
eom&nsiihle^ and shouted aloudr-" > 

^ Smodder him in the fiery flamed l-rr-he% jui imp (if darlmefls; 
biircemhim in his rags firom bjelore the fader d TitsA^ * 

, The bflffbapovs prppoeitioil ^vTas.neceived'.with asoirt of fbenzied 
J07, fltnd in another moment « docon handfuls o£ the: oakum were 
in^ndiBg above the detotedhead .<xf IheibdHplesa lad. Job 
made & feeble attiBmpt toavertiha dreadful .£U»r that threatened 
him^ibttt he could ofi^r no !oAer se^fstauee than his o^tn il^eak« 
ened arm, and the abject mbaniilga of/ Us laDpc^tent mind. He 
was enveloped in a oKoiid of- Uaok >aQK>ke, tbrough whic^ die 
£ork^ flames had already beguh to. pl^^ whiBua woman burst 
mto the thrcwgy ca^it^ Ihd fi^ c(>n^U8tibIes fmn her, on 
either side, as she advanced, witbfa filrength that seemed super- 
natural. When she bad seached the bed, die tore a»de the 
smc^ng pile with hands that dis^regard^ the heaty and placed 
herself before the victim, like A fl^oe lipnesa. at bay^ in defence 
of her whelps. In this attitude she stood fin instant, reg^^rdiiig 
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the rioteiB with a breast that heared with passions too stroi^ 
for utterance, when she found her tongue, and vented j^r enMy- 
ti<HiB with all the fearlessness of a woman's indignatioii. 

"^ Ye monsters in the shape of men, what is't jt do f she ex- 
claimed in a T<Hce that rose above the tumult, and had the efiect 
to hush every mouth. ^ Have je bodies without hearts 1 the 
forms without the bowds of the creatures of God I Who made 
you judges and punishers of sins I Is tb«e a father «QODg 
you, let him come and view the anguish of a dymg duld ! Is 
there a son, let him draw near, and look upon a mother's sor- 
row I Oh I ye savages, wcwse than the beasts of the howling 
wilderness, who have mercy on their kinds, what is't ye do — 
what ist ye do P 

The air of nsstemal intrepidity with which this burst from 
the heart was uttered, could not &il to awe the worst passions 
of the rioters, who gazed on each other in stiqnd w(»kder, as if 
uncertain how to aet The hushed and momentaiy stilhiess 
was, however, soon broken once m(«e by the low, murmuring 
threat of "Blood for bloodl" 

" Cowards I dastards I soldiers in namo) and demons in your 
deeds !" continued the undaunted Abigail ; ^^corne ye hei^ to 
taste of human blood ! Go-— away with you to the hi^ I and 
face the men of the Bay, who stand ready to meet you with 
arms in their hands, and come not hither to bruise the broken 
reed t Poor, suffering, and stricken as he is, by a hand hr 
mightier than yours, my child will meet you diere, to your 
shame, in the cause of his country, and the law t" 

This taunt was too bittet for the unnurtured tempers to which 
she appealed, and the dying spark of their redentment was at 
once kindled into a bla2» by the galling gibe. 

The rioters were again in motion, and the cry of ** Bum the 
hag and the imp together P was fiercely raised, when a man of 
a stout, muscular frame forced his way into the centre of the 
crowd, maMng room for the passage of a female, whose gait 
and attire, though her person was concealed by her mantle, 
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announced her to be of a rank altogether superior to the usual 
guests of the warehouse. The unexpected appearance, and 
lofty, though gentle bearing of this unlooked-for visitor, served 
to quell the rising uproar which was immediately succeeded by 
so deep a silence, that a whisper could have been heard in that 
throng, which so lately resounded with violent tumult and bar- 
liarous execrations " . ' 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



■• A J, lir, jon stuOI find me reMooable ; if It be m^ I iball do Uuit tlut Is ntaoo.' 

8] 



During th<3 close of the foregoing scene, Polwarth was in a 
bewildered state, that rendered him utterly incapable of exer- 
tion, either to prevent or to assist the evil intentions of the soldiery. 
His discretion and all his better feelings were certainly on the side 
of humanity, but ihe idle vaunt of the simpleton had stirred 
anew the natural thirst for vengeance. He recognized, at the 
first glance, in the, wan but speaking. lineaments of the mother 
of Job, those Sided r^BDuumty of beauty that he had traced, so 
lately, m the squalid finale attendant who was seen lingering 
near the grave of Mrs. Iieclu9ere»' ,As she rushed before the 
men, with all the fearlessness of a mother who stood in defence 
of her child, the brightness of her dark eyeo, aided as they 
were by the strong glare from the scattered balls of fire, and 
the intense expression of maternal horror that shone in every 
feature of her countenance, had imparted to her appearance a 
dignity and interest that greatly served to quell the unusual 
and dangerous passions that beset him. He was on the point 
of aiding her appeal by his authority and advice, when the 
second interruption to the brutal purpose of tlie men occurred, 
as just related. The effect of this strange appearance, in such 
a place, and at such a tiine, was not less instant on the captain 
than on the vulgar throng who surrounded him. He remained 
a silent and an attentive spectator. 

The first sensation of the lady in finding herself in the centre 
of such a confused and unexpected throng, was unequivocally 



Ibal of an alarmed and shifnldi^ ckciicaey ;. but^ forgettiag hex 
wonumiBli apprekemians in the next moment^ siie coUeotad tin 
powers of bar Blind, lil» one' soataiaed by high and laudable: 
intentiona, andcdiv>pping the silken folds qf her (^lash, exhibited 
the ptde, bnt' lonely ooutttenance of Cecil :t6 iheiTiow of the 
wotidering bystanders After ai moment: of: profound atleiieay 
afae'spolce^^ ■ ^ ■'■"'■.. \ .1 . .■• ' ..].-•• 

^ I Imow not why I iiad thia fierce coiiecdoh ol &dea aroupd 
the sick-bed of thitt unlbrtunalift young man^'^ she aaid; "• but if 
it be widi evil pnrposej I charge, yon to Inleat, as yoiLldFd the 
honor of yonr gallant professionf w-iBOt the' power of .yonr 
leadiBrs. I boast myself a aoldiar'a infiv m^^ promise yon,'in 
the n4nie of xnud wiu) liaa the ear of .fiowat pardon 'for. what is 
past, or punishment fat your noie&eft, aa your condnct your^ 
siBlve*;"- . . ■ . . 

Thar rude listanacs ataiad aAeaeh -^dierin irraaohitoh^sitatiDn^ 
seeming airt^a^^toi Waver in thaiSipoi{M»e». whan thb old g^BBE" 
dier, whose fi^nsanes^ lud ao nearly dost' Job hk :life,, gruffly 
replied^— 

^If> you're: an^^eav'a iady, mladan^youUbo knowing how. 
to feel l»r> the Mlkda of kim^.ih&tla d^ aaid gone. Iputit 
toKbi fiioe of ypw iladyiAa{i^s.reasony::i£ il;!a not^toQ/miKb for 
mm to haiir,*^i-asid they such men 'as the 16thsy-HU>. hoar a £>ol 
boaMiing<»i tfaahagbwaiys' >and7thn9iigh'theBti!aeta.of the town, 
that he has been the death of: the likabf Oa^n UVvato, of 
thagrenadkra of that same radg'jnent r? 

*" t beliero I iipderatond yon^ fijend," xdiurMd Oacfl, ^^<»r I 
h#ro heard it wlni^Mred that .the yiMmg man . waa b^red to 
aid the Ameimna on Ihe bloody day to .whkli:y0a alhidar-lmt 
if it is not lawful to kill idbalile, wiiat are you, whose whole 
trade ia war f 

^0 was iutennpted by halj^a^aaeh eager, though respeetful 
ToiceB, muttering, in the incoherent, and vehement; manner oi. 
dmr country, ^it'a^dl a diiEBfeaee,:my lady i"-*^** Fair fig^g 
ttn^t fbttl fightii^, and foul fighting is murder T — ^wiih mai^ 

16 



863 LIONBL LINOOLir.. 

Other similar haif-lbcmed axid equally intelligible remoDstranoes. 
When this burst was ended^ the same gr^iiadier, who had be- 
fore spdten, took on himsdf the office of explaiuing. 

" If your ladyship spoke never a word again, ye' ve said the 
truth this time," he answered, '^ though it Wt e2(actly the 
truth at alL When a man is Idll't in the fair war, it's a god- 
send ; and no true Irishman will gainsay the same : but skulk- 
ing behind a dead body, and taking aim into the f alures of a 
fbllow-creature, is what we complain of against the bloody- 
minded rascaL Besides, wasn't the day wont and even hU 
death couldn't ^ve them the victory I" 

^ I know not all these nice distinctions in your diBadful call- 
ing, friend," Cecil replied, .^ but I have heard that many fell 
after the troops mounted the works." 

^ That did they ; sure your ladyship is knowing all abdut it I 
audit's the more need that s<mie should be punished for the 
murdw»>l It^s havd to tell when we've got the day with men 
who make a fi^t of it afiter they are fairly baitinl" 

^ That others suffered imder similar circumstances," continued 
Gedl, with a quivering lip, and a tremulous motbn of her eye- 
lids, ^ I well know ; but had never supposed it more than the 
usual fortune of every war. But even if this youth hai9 erred 
— ^iookathiml — is he an object lbr> the resentment of rien, 
who pride themselves on .meeting iheir enmuiea on equal terms ! 
fie has long been visited by a blow from a hand fax ipightier 
than yours, and even now is laboring, in addition to all other 
misfortunes, under that dangerous distemper, whose violence 
seldom i^>ares those it seizes. Nay, you, in the blindness of yo^r 
anger, expose. yourselves to its attacks ; and when you think only 
of revei^, may become its victims 1" 

The crowd insensibly fell back as she spoke, and a large cir- 
cle was left around the bed of Job, while many in the rear stole 
silently £rom the building, with a haste that betrayed how com* 
pleiely apprehension had got.the better of their more evil pab- 
Biom. Cecil paused but an instant, and pursued her advantage. 
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" Go," she said ; " leave this dangerous vicinity. I have busi- 
ness with this young man, touching the interests, if not the li£9, 
of one dear, deservedly dear, to the whole army, and would bo 
left alone with him and his mother. Here is money — ^retire 
to your own quarters, and endeavor to avert the danger you 
have so wantonly braved, by care and regimen. Go ; all shall 
be fcargotten and pardoned." 

The reluctant grenadier took her gold, and, perceiving that 
he was already deserted by most of his companions, he made 
an awkward obeisance to the fear being before him, and with- 
drew, not without, however, casting many a savage and sullen 
glance at the miserable wretch who had been thus singularly 
rescued from his vengeance*. Not a soldier now remained in 
the building ; and the noisy and rapid utterance of the retiring 
party, as each vehemently recounted his deeds, soon became in* 
audible in the distance. 

Cecil then turned to those who remained, and cast a rapid 
glance at each individufd of the party. The instant she en* 
countered the wondering look of Polwarth the blood mantled 
her pale features once more, and her eyes fell, for an instant, in 
embarrassment to the floor. 

** I trust we have been drawn here for a similar purpose, Gap- 
tain Polwarth," she said, when the slight confusion had passed 
away — ^^the welfiure of a common friend ?" 

"• You have not done me injustice," he replied. ^ When the 
sad office, which your &ir cousin charged me with, was ended, 
I hastened hither to follow a clue which, I have reason to be- 
lieve, will conduct us to—*' 

^' What we most desire to find," said Cecil, involuntarily 
glancmg her anxious eyes towards the other i^)ectator8. ^ But 
our first duty is humanity. Cannot this miserable young man 
be recenveyed to his own apartment, and have his hurts ex* 
amined ?" 

'* It may be done now, or after our examination," returned 
the captain, with a cool indifference that caused Cecil to look up 
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St him in surprise. Pwoeiving. tke u»&v0faW6 iiBpwseioJi Jim 
apathy had produced, Polwifftii, turned. Cfffekf^slj^ to a couple of 
men who were still och^ous kx>k«r9-Qxi,>at'th^ottter.4par'OC the 
buildings and oalkd to them-r^' Here, .Shf)«^9!l^, Merii^, ^ 
move the felloir infca yonder rocan." : r 

The servants in waitings who had l^een )iiUi<$rt<> woa^wag 
witnesses of all that passed, received. th?s itoaadat^ with sta^ng 
disgust Meriton was loud m hi$ mufuUurs^ And approMied the 
vei^ of diaohodftdnce before he ^ntented to tQuch ,3ucb an 
object iof sqtiaUd loiaety. M Ceeil^ boit^eY^r, e|if<aoed the prder 
by. her wishes^ the- disagneeable duty was t>^i^artn^ ai^ . Joh 
seplaced on. his pallet -in the talrervfropi wjuch- he, had been 
nidiely dragged, an .hoii£ before; hf, th^ soldiers. ' . 
: -At ^ momaib when aU- danger <^ furtliedr: violence, disap- 
peared, Abigail had sunk oin some of the lumber, of tljte apart* 
ment^ where she remained during the reii^ovfd of .her diild, m. a 
iort of fitupid apathy. When, however, she pwpeiv-ed thf^t they 
were now smrrouiided . by those who ^ere bent on jdeeds of 
mercy lather than of anger^ she slowly folJbired into' the little 
room, and became an anxioiaa obaerrerof the i^icoeediDg 
events. 

- Folwai^ seemed satisfied with.what had bee^ 4one for Job, 
imd 00^ stood aioo^ in sullen atteltdaftee oiu the pleasure ci 
Cecil. The latter, who had directed every mov^neftt with fo* 
male tenderness and eare, l)ade the servanta retire into the puter 
room,^a]id wait her. orders. When Ab%ail, therefore^ took her 
placoy sn silence, nieaif iJie bed of her <chH4 there ; remained 
present, besides herself and the sick, only Cecil, the captain, and 
the unknown man, who ha,d appairentityjled the fornii^ to the 
warehouse. .In addition to the ex^mug: {toootes pfthe oakunt, 
the feeble Hght of a candle was sbed.thtougb; the roo^i, merely 
rendering the ^oomy sodsery of its.texuokts iiiore dtdking. 

Notwithstanding the high but calm resolution which CecaU 
had diiE^lliyed in the for€g!^g scene with the xioter^ and which 
stall mamilested itself in the earnest br^tness of her intelligent 
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eye, she^ appeared wiliingfo {Hrofit bj the duskiiness of ifae.apiart- 
meot, to conceal her expressive feataxres from the gsm of even 
the fMiornifemale.; Sheplaoed henself in on^ of the:sbad6ws 
<^. the Tooim, : ^d > partLjrl rineed ;the i eahtsl^ hj a IgEaoeifiil 
xnocreixieiit of one of herih^ind^^hile she iddi^ased^the eim:- 
pleton. .. ; , , 

. ^ Though I hare noticomehhiher.with any intifent to: punish, 
nor in aay jftfomer! to igtlmidat^s: ybn vitji threaU, Job Pray/' 
Bke/said, tdth an eal?niastnefi»that rendered the sdfib tcpiee of her 
voice doubly impressive — " yet have I come to quei^on ydu,xm 
idatteisi ihatiit would be nrrong, aa vfell !as cniel in y6ii, to mis- 
represent, or in any manner to conceal'—^'' ; ., 

'^ Tou: have htde cause io'fear that any 'thing, baft the^ truth 
NRill be uttered by my 'child,'' interrupted AbigaiL . ^.The same 
power that destroyed his. leasom, has dealt tenderly with his 
heaitH-the boy knowa ho gaii^ :;; Would Jto God the ssone could 
be «aid of Ihe sinfiii woman who bore him P. . 

^ I hope the character you give your son will he aupported 
by his conduct," replied Cecil : " with this assurance of his in* 
iegriiy, I will directly question, him. !Biit that you may seie I 
take no idle liberty with ih& yoiing inan^ let me explain niy 
motives." She hesitated a moment, and averted! her £Eiee imoon* 
sdiously, afl she! contiimed — ^ I diould thii^ Abigidl Pray; that 
my. person uuist.be known 16 you I" 

l^'It isr-r^ is," returned iik% impatient. woman, who appeared 
tc^ £id the feminine and polished elegance ofithe aiher are<t 
proach to her own misery — "you «bB the happy and weklQiy 
heiress of her whom I have, seen ^is day laid in her vault The 
grave will open for all aiikermthe>riclh and the pooir^ the* happy 
as well aathe wretchiodi Yes^^yes,.! know you I you» ane the 
bride of. a ridl man's son !" ./ 

Cecil: shook back the dark tresses Iduub had iallen about her 
countenance, and raised her face, tinged wSith ita ricbesi bloonii 
aaishe answered, with an air of m^ronly dignity — /'■ -* 

" If you then know of my marriage, you will at once perc^jive 
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that I have the interest of a wife in Major lincoki — ^I would 
wish to learn his movements of your son." 

" Of my boy I of Job I from the poor despised child of pov- 
erty and disease, would you learn tidings of your husband ? — 
no— no, young lady, you mock us ; he is not worthy to be in 
the secrets of one so great and happy I" 

^ Yet am I deceived if he is not Has there not been one 
called Ralph, a frequent inmate of your dwelling, during the 
past year ; and has he not been concealed here within a very 
few hours P 

Abigail started at this question, though she did not hesitate 
to answer without prevarication^ — 

^ It is true. If I am to be punched for harbmng a being 
that comes I know whence, and goes I know whither, who can 
read the heart, and knows what man, by his own limited pow- 
ers, could never know, I must submit He was here yesterday ; 
he may be here again to-night ; for he comes and goes at will. 
^ Your generals and army may interfere, but such as I diEtre not 
forbid it^' 

^Who accompanied him when he departed last?" asked 
Cecil, in a voice so low that, but for the profound stillness of the 
place, it would have been inaudible. 

**My child — ^my weak, unmeaning, miserable child P said 
Abigail, with a reckless proinptitude that seemed to court any 
termination to her misery, however sudden or adverse. ^ If it 
be treasonable to follow in the footsteps of that nameless man, 
Job has much to answer for P 

^ You mistake my purpose — ^good, rather than evil, will attend 
your answers, should they be found true." 

^ True 1" repeated the woman, ceasing the rooking motion of 

her body, and looking proudly up into the anxious face of Cecil — 

^ but you are great and powerful, and are privileged to open 

Uie wounds of the unhappy l** 

. ** If I have said any thing to hurt the feelings of a child, I 



lilONSLLIKOOLH. W! 

«hall deeply legret the words," said Cecil, with genUe fervor — 
'^ I would rather be your friend than your oppressor, as you will 
learn when occasion offers." 

" No — TLO-^oti can never be a friend to meP^ exolaimed the 
woman, shuddering; '^the wife of Major. Lincoln ought never 
to serve the interests of Abigail Pray I" 

The simpleton, who had apparently, lain in dull indifference 
to what was passing, raised himself now from an^ong his rags^ 
and said, with foolish pride — 

*^ Major Lincoln's lady has come to see Job, because Job is a 
gentleman's son I" 

^' You are tlie child of sin and misery 1" groaned Abigail, 
burying her head in her cloak — :" would that you had never 
seen the light of day l" 

^ Tell me, then. Job, whether Major Lincoln himself has paid 
you this comj^ment, as well as V said Cecil, without regarding 
the conduct of the mother — ^ when; did you see him last ?" 

^^ Perhaps I can put tjiese questions in a more intelligible 
manner," said the stranger, with a meaning glance of his eye 
towards Cecil, that she appeared instantly to comprehend. He 
turned then to Job, whose countenance he studied closely^ for 
several moments, before he continuedr-" Boston niust be a fine 
place £ar parades and shows, young man ; do you ever . go to 
see the soldiers exercise f " 

''Job always keeps time in the marchings," returned the 
simpleton ; ^ 'tis a grand sight to see the grannies treading it 
off to the awful sound of drums and trumpets 1" 

''And Ralph," said the other, soothingly — redoes he march in 
their company too I" 

" Ralph ! he's a great warrior I ha teaches the people their 
trainings, out on the hills — Job sees him there every time he 
goes for the major's provisions." 

"This requires some explanation," said the. stranger,. 

** Tis easily obtained," returned the ibeervant Polwarth. ** llie 
68 



young BUMi h»B bMi< i]ukbtoi«r"<(£ oMUui.iiiti(det, (^frkwliCAl]^, 
from the country. into- tbe twrn, during ibe laab Mx months, 
under the fay<Nr of a flag." 

Hie man mused a moment .b^re he pursued. ihe sulyact. 

^ When were you kaib iumong the rebels, Job. f he akleagth 
asked. 

*' You had best not ^ .Jlie peop^ rebelsy'? mattered 4be.jr6ang 
ouin, sullen] j^^ for they "wion't pot up with, loiter names.'' 

'^I was wrong indeed," said the^ stranger. ^ But when went 
yoolastlcffixtmaioiisf'^ • 

''Job got in last Sabba'day morning; and. tibat^A <Hily yesr 
ierdayr ^ .."..■-.•..• : .' ^ -.'i ■ \i «.:>': - 

*How happened it^ feHow,iiuit you dul not brihg 4he> artides 
to met" demanded Polwarth, with a good'dtel of ii^iatieiit 
neat. • .'.''.• 

''He haft^un<}oestionablf' a sofficient' reason £x the. apparent 
neglect^" si^ the cautious and soodiing Strang. . ''You 
brought them her^, I stij^k)iBe;lDrsotte^^0f^ ' 

"Ay! to feed, his own gluttony rmuttep^d. the instated 
captain. . i • : 

The motii^ of the youiig man olaspcKlhdr haAda' t<%i6tfa6r 
convulsirefy, and made an efibrt to rise^vmd speak; butshe 
sunk again ittto her •hum'ble posture, asff choked by emotions 
that were too strong for utterance. ■- ^ ■ - 

Tins shorty but impressii^ pantcmiitne was^ uimolieed' l^ the 
stranger, who oonfinueid Ms inq^ties in the ttttie cool and ea^ 
manner as before. 

"Are they yet here f* he asked* , .. 

"Certain," said the unsuspecting simpliston; "Job has hid 
^em till Major Lincoln comes back. ' Bdth Balph- and Xk^or 
Lincoln Ibrgot totell Job what to do with the pfovkions." ' 

"In that case I am surprised you did not fiursuo them mA 
your load;" » ..i • 

" Ererybody thinks Job's ^a Iboly'^ miitteitsd ihe; ymag nitan ; 
*'but he knows too much to be lugging provisiobs out ag'in 



ainomg che people. . WhyfT^ he cdnlaDu^ rajsmg hime^l^ and 
speaking, with a bright glare dancing acrosd' his. eyes, that 
beiarayed how mtich be. prized the eniwd ad^^antagfe — ^'^the 
Bay-men oosoe down iwith.ciuryoads o£: thiiigs to ^t, :whiUe the 
town is filled iirithhuiDgerl? J, ... ,. ;. 

^^Troe; I: hM.foi^tteii tiley .wane gone im ^ambi]^ the 
AmericanB: of <aburse they- wc^i [undfir/ the Jag ,thit yon 
bore in?" - •. * 

^ Job didn't bring oay ^flag^iii»jlgQa o^rr^ the flag&l lie 
brought ai!u*k&y, a grand haaav »ttd a litde sa'jtie^TH&ere wam't 
aaqr flag among them;" - » , - ; 

Ai the sound oft^se eataMds,'the kiaptiun practed ixp his 
eaia, ondhe pcobably.woi^ ha^eagiun yiolialed the frigid ru^ 
of decoruBi, had iLotithft stnaagdr eondhued hia questio!^ 

^I see the truth dT all fcfa My, iny: aen£tiie!ftIiQw," he 
observed* ^11 was leasy foar Balph and Hi^or linbobi' to.go 
out by means of the same privilege, thai you tised to- eaxier.'' 

^ To be fiure^" muttei^ Job, who, iined.-of the questu^ had 
jaheady drc^ed his head again among his Uankets-n'^Balph 
knbws the wajf-r-heVBofiton^feornr' 

The strtol^r tumed io the attentive bride, and bowed, as if 
he were satisfied with the Tesidt' of his eiatoinadon. Cecil 
nndmtood tbtfS expression of his eoontenaiice, and m^de a 
mov^nenttowaiidaih^ pla^ '^herqlAbigailiPray was seated oi^ 
a cl^Bt^ bdti'ayihgfhy'the renewed rocking 6f her body, aiid the 
loii grdans 'Ihat fimikr. itime- tb tsnie /escaped ". her, /the agonjr oi 
mind shofenducedi ' J. 

^My fii^icaie^'' shii toid, speaking to the mother' of Job, 
^ shall be to prosidefpE jdixr>w»ni^; aft^ which I ihay profit 
by what: wtt haars.iioir-gaithtoedfe)ai yoidr som 

.^ Caie 3iot>fb[r tne jmd.min'eP teturaM AbigaiVin a tone of 
bitter lesighatibn/ ^ Thv Ust l^ow is iatrubk, and ii behooves 
sudh a& we to-bow. bu^. heada to it in sntoassion. . Bi^hea ^aod 
ptenty <knid not' sapa .jibur grandanoflieF ^om the : toihb,: and 
jpieKiu^' Death may taks: pity, ere long, dn me* What do I 
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say, sinner that I am I can I never bring my rebelliqiiB heart to 
wait his time P 

Shocked at the miserable despair that the other exhibited, 
and suddenly recollecting the similar evidences of a guilty life 
that the end of Mrs. Lechmere had revealed, Cecil continued 
fcilent, in sensitive distress. After a moment, to collect her 
thoughts, she said, with the meekness of a Christian, united to 
the soothing gentleness of her sex — 

^ We are surely permitted to admimster to our earthly wants, 
whatever may have been our transgressions. At a proper time 
I will not be denied in my wish to serve you. Let us now go," 
she added, addressing her unknown companion. Then, observ- 
ing Polwarth making an indication to advance to her assistance, 
she gently motioned him back, and antidpated his offer, by 
saying, '^ I thank you, sir — but I have Meriton, and this worthy 
man, besides my own maid without — I will not further interfere 
with your particular objects." 

As she spoke, she bestowed a melancholy, though sweet smile 
on the captain, and left the tower and the building, heihte he 
could presume to dispute her pleasure. Notwithstanding Cecil 
and her companion had obtained from Job all that he could 
expect, or in &ct had desired to know, Polwarth lingered in the 
room, making those preparations that should indicate an inten- 
tion to depart He found, at length, that his presence was 
entirely disregarded by both mother and child. The one was 
still sitting, with her head bowed to her bosom, abandoned to 
her own sorrows, while the other had sunk into his customary 
dull lethargy, giving no other signs oi life than by 'his labored 
and audible breathing. The cf^ytain, for a moment^ looked 
upon the misery of the apartment, which woce ' a still more 
dreary aspect under th» dull light of the paltiy candle, as well 
as at the disease and suffering which weve too plainly eidiibited 
in the persons of its abject tenants; but the glance at nether 
served to turn him from liis purpose. Temptation had be»et the 
hiunble foQower of Epicurus, in a form ikai never fiEdled to sub^ 
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due his most philosophio resolutions; and, in this instance, it 
prevailed once more over his humanity. Approaching the pal- 
let of the simpleton, he spoke, to him in a sharp voice, saying — 

*^ You must reveal to me what you have done with the pro- 
visions with which Mr. Seth Sage has intrusted you, young 
man — ^I cannot overlook so gross a violation of duty, in a mat- 
ter of such singular importance. Unless you wish to have the 
grannies of the 18th back upon you, speak at once, and speak 
truly." 

Job continued obstinately^ silent, but Abigail raised her head, 
and answered for her ohild — 

*' He has ilever fiuled to carry the things to the quarters of 
the major^ whenever he got back. Ko, no-^if my boy was 
so graceless as to steal, it would not be him that he would rob !" 

^ I hope so^— I hope so, good woman ; but this is a sort of 
temptation to which men ):eld easily in times of scarcity," re- 
turned the impatient captain, who probably felt some inward 
tokens of his own frailty in such matters. ^ K they had been 
delivered, would not I have been consulted concerning their 
disposition? The young man acknowledges that he quitted 
the American camp yesterday at an early hour." 

'^ Ko, no," said Job ^ ^ Balph made him come away on Satur- 
da*nighi He left the people without his dinner." 

^ And repaid his loss by eating the stores ! Is this your 
honesty, fellow ?" 

** Ralph was in such a hurry that he wouldn't stop to eat 
Ralph's a proper warrior, but he doesn't seem to know how 
sweet it is to eat !" 

^ Glutton ! gormandizer !: thou <)Btrieh of a man I" exclaimed 
the angry Pdwarth— ^^isit not enough that you have robbed 
me of my own, but you mnist make me more conscious of my 
OSS by thy silly prating I" 

'^If you really suspect my child of doing wrong to his em- 
ployers," said Abigail, ^ you know neither his temper nor hie 
Dreeding. I will answ^ for him, and with bitterness of hoait 
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do I say it^ that nolifaiiig.ni the. ahape of food baa> eaterad Ins 
mouth for many l6ng. and weary hours. Hear 3roii not hib 
pHeoua longingv £or nouiiahment I G^. wjio laoim all hearts, 
willhear aDdbelkTeh(iB.«ryr' • . f :^ ' 

>^ What'say you, woman r.etied PoHrardi^ ighairt wkh hor- 
ror^ ^not eaten, did yoaaay ?-^Why ]umti thou> im*^ lutmatard 
modier, provided for his i^antat-^why Laa he not shared iki 
yoormealsr 

Abigail looked up into his fiace with eyes that gleamed with 
hopeless want, aadie answered — . 

" Would I willingly see the ch^ of my body pexishof. hun- 
ger! The last orum he had waa.all thi^ was lefb m% and that 
oame froni the hands.of ..onei who, in belter justie^ should haste 
selit. me -poison ri. •. ' .i •: : : • . .-.>--.'f .'. ; ^••' 

^Nab dbnt Imow ofitfaetbon^ tliat^Qbjfixbiid-befoflre i^e bar- 
racks,'' said the yowog mkny feebly;. ^i wonder if the king 
knmrs how sweet bones are>f / . 

^ And the. protisiona,: 1A» i s^xnres P oried. > Polwartb, c nealrfy 
chokifig^^ ioc^iah boy, what hast, lihou done. wiith..tiie..pro- 
visioDsP. 

** Job knew .the •gnmniea. oouldn't iSnd them imder. that 
oakum^'' said the simpletGai,. raising lnn|self..to point. Qoi their 
place of oon6ealment| with silly' escultation^--" when Major lih- 
coin coineabackyiiuiybe hell giire. Nab ^and Jhib theibobes to 
pickr 

Polwfoth wi^s'nosooter made. aicc^aainted: with. the iitSikation 
of. the pi^edous stores, then lie UMre them^rfrom their <$<»eeal- 
roent, with the violence of a maniac As. he. separated the 
articles with: an unsteady hand, he mtber panted^ ihaflK.bieiBithed ; 
laid during ther short operatis^n,. eflrery.featwre in liie honest &oe 
was working with extraordinary emotioo. Now and then be 
muttered in an under tone, — ^^ No food P'-r-^ Suffiinn^ of inani- 
0aar or some such expressive exclamation, that: anffidently 
explained the current of Jiis thoughts. / When all-^as fid^y 
exposed, he ahcyuied, in a. tremendous i 



^Bh^arflimtlthoQ rascal!. SheasfliQtr-vbere Mve you hid- 
deQ youraelf?" 

l*hd reluctant' memal Icnew ham daogeooiM it was .40 beskate 
answering a summensuUered in suohia Toioe, and while his mas- 
ter wBt^ jet pepeathig his Gnea, he «p]feea]%d atthe.door of the 
little apartment) with A'fisuse eixpreasiye of4bQ4e^|>e9t attent]x>n« 

"Light up the fire, thou prince of idlefal"- Polwarth con- 
tinu6<} in the same high stoiin; ">he<e J9^)odj a^d tb^ie is 
hunger I God be pnused that lam.tibe milit yrko i& permitted 
to bring the two acquainted I . Hera, throw on OsiJnHn-^light 
iip,!ightii^r 

Aatbese rapid cMers^'wem accompanied by » corresponding 
earnestness of action, the^serrant^ who knewi.bis^ jaal^T's humor, 
aethknaelf moat diligently at work to com]dy« A pile of the 
tailed ^eoinbusiible Ttna f^aoed ;oa.the dt«»ry ih:u1 empty.bearth, 
«od. by a totu^h of the candle^ it was Jigbted> ioto > blase* As 
the roar of the chhnney and the brigbt'^glare w^e beard and 
aeen^ the.x[iotfaet and xshild.botb'tilnied:tl^irr}oi3i(^ng eyes to- 
wards ithe busy iictdrs in tl^e aoene. Folva9!:th. threw aside his 
eane, and commenced ahcing theifaam witb ^ dexterity, that 
denoted gnsatpracdce^ aa weH as an eagerness that renewed the 
evecbt^of his disgraced humsnityi • . 

■ " Bring .lHwod^^hlind down that apology for - a . gridij;on-*7- 
mnke odalsi niaKe coda.aionce^ rasclEd^" he said, at short inter- 
.Tab: ^ God fergiye me, that I should 0yer have meditated eyil 
to one suffering under the heaviest of curses I D^e hear, thou 
Shearilini I bring nioive wood ; I shall be r^ady for the fire in a 
nmrntei'*.- '••••• . • '. ' 

^ Tie impQ8tiblB,Mir,'?' said.' tiie'jwonied domestic ; ." X hare 
bron^ :t)M -sniaQafll .iohip' th«^ /is to be found^-wood is, too 
preoiooa id BoBtim te be lying in ihe atreeta." 
' ^ Where do yon kefep yoite fttcj, wpttian T ^eijoanded the 
captain, unconsdous that he addi^essed b^.i(^ ^ son^ rough 
Btrain that he used to his meoial-^'^ lami^eadytopnt down." 

** Ypu aee it all I you iee it all T -wd AlngaiV^u the a^bmisr 
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nre tones of a stricken conscience ; the judgment of God has 
not fallen on me singly T' 

**' No wood ! no pTovisioBs I" exclaimed Polwarth, speaking 
with difficulty — then, dashing his hand across his eyes, he con- 
tinued to his man, in a voice whose hoarseness he intended 
should conceal his emotion — "thou yillain, Shearflint, come 
hither — ^unstrap my leg." 

The servant looked at him in wonder, but an impatient 
gesture hastened his compliance. 

** Split it into ten thousand i&agments ; 'tis seasoned and 
ready for the fire. The best of them, they of flesh I mean, are 
but useless incumbrances, after all 1 A cook wants hands, eyes, 
nose, and palate, but I see no use for a leg !" 

While he was speaking, the philosophic captain seated him- 
self on the hearth with great indifSaience, and, by the aid of 
Shearflint, the culinaiy process was soon in a state of forwardness. 

^ There are people,*^ resumed the diligent Polwarth, who did 
not neglect his avocation while speaking, ^ that eat but twice a- 
day ; and some who eat but once ; though I never knew any 
man thrive who did not supply nature in four substantial and 
regular meals. These sieges are damnable visitations on hu- 
manity, and there should be plans invented to conduct a war 
without them. The moment you be^ to starve a soldier, he 
grows tame and melancholy : feed him, and defy the devil ! 
How is it, my worthy fellow t do you like your ham running 
or dry!" 

The savory smell of the meat had caused the suffering invalid 
to raise his feverish body, and he sat watching, with greedy 
looks^ every movement of his unexpected bene&ctor. His 
parched lips were already workiiig with impatience, and erery 
glance of his glassy eye betrayed the absolute dominion of 
physical want over his feeble mind. To this question he made 
the simple and touching reply of-—* 

** Job isn't particular in ^s ioating." 

** Neither am I," returned the methodical gourmand, return- 
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ing a piece of the meat to the fire, that Job had aheady devoured 
in imagination : ^ one would like to get it up well, notwith- 
standing the huny. A single turn more, and it will be fit for the 
mouth of a prince. Bring hither that trencher, Shearflint — it 
is idle to be particular about crockery in so pressing a case. 
Greasy scoundrel, would you dish a ham in its gravy ? What 
a nosegay it is, after all I Come hither ; help me to the bed." 

^ May the Lord, who sees and notes each kind thought of his 
creatures, bless and reward you for this care 'of my forlorn boy I" 
exclaimed Abigail, in the fulness of her heart ^ But will it be 
prudent to give such strong nourishment to otie in a burning 
fever ?" 

" What else would you give, woman ? I doubt not he owes 
his disease to his wants. An empty stomach is like an empty 
pocket — a place for the devil to play his gambols in. Tis your 
small doctor who prates of a meager regimen. Hunger is a 
distemper of itself, and no reasonable man, who is above hsten- 
ing to quackery, will believe it can be a remedy. Food is the 
prop of life; and eating, like a crutch to a maimed man. Shear- 
flint, examine the ashes for the irons of my supporter, and then 
dish a bit of the meat for the poor woman. Eat away, my charm- 
mg boy, eat away !" he continued, rubbing his hands in honest 
delight, to see the avidity with which the famishing Job re- 
ceived his boon. " The second pleasure in life is to see a hun- 
gry man enjoy his meal ; the first being more deeply seated in 
human nature. This ham has the true Virginia flavor ! Have 
you such a thing as a spare trencher, Shearflint 9 It is so near 
the usual hour, I may as well sup. It is rare, indeed, that a 
man enjoys two such luxuries at onc6 1" 

The tongue of Polwarth ceased the instant Shearflint admin- 
istered to his wants ; the warehouse, into which he had so lately 
entered with such fell intent, exhibiting the strange spectacle ol 
the captam, sharing, with social communion, in the humble re- 
tmst of its hunted and miserable tenants. 
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CHAPTER ZXVIII. 

** ^tf Tbnrio, gf T^ as 1My«, I pnij, ftwhtto ; 

We hftye some iwcrfit9 ^ confer about" 

Two Gkktlkidut of Tckcxa. 

Ddring the preceding exliibitiQa of riot and degradatioii in the 
Dock Square, a very different state of things existed l)eneath 
the roof of a proud edifice that stood in an. adjacent stxeet. 
As was usual at that hour of the night, the windows of Province 
House were brilliant with Ugtfts, as if in vioekery of the naked 
dreariness of the nei^bormg church,.; and eve^. approach io 
that privileged ri^dence of ^e representative x>f royalty was 
dosely goarded by the vigilance of armed men. Into this fa- 
vored dwelling it uQw becomes necessary to remov^ the scene, 
in ord^r to pursue the thread of our unpretending narrative. 

Domes^csy in rich jniMtaj^ liveries, might be seen gliding 
from room. to room, in the hurry of a banquet^some bearii^ 
vessels of the most generous winea into the apartment where 
Howe entertained th€|4eadj^ of thcrroyal army,- and others 
itetinmiog with the re^miazits of a feast^ which, though sumptu- 
ously served, h^viltg felt the scarcity of the times, had offered 
more to the ^yed than to the appetites of the guests; Idlers, 
in the loose Undress of their martial profession, loitered through 
the halls ; and many a; wistful glance, or lingering look^ fol- 
lowed ^^ odorous seentfi, as hun^bler raeniids recdved the 
viands, to. jtrbnfl|>ea^ tbem into the more seecet recesses (^ the 
buildings Notwiihstl^didg ^^ life and; activity >whic)i prevail- 
ed, ^tery taio^enlent Was conducted in silence and . jregdarity ; 
the whole of the lively seene aff<^ing a happy iHustratioa oi 
the virtues and harmony of order. 
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Within the yrsiik of that apartment^ to which every eye 
deemed directed as to a common centre, in antJcipataon of the 
slightest wish of those who revelled there, all was bright and 
oheerfuL The hearth knew nb want, of fuel ; the^ coarser work- 
manship, of the floor was hid beneadi rich and ample, cacpets, 
while the windows were nearly lost within the sweeping, fokle 
of cuFtains of figured damask. JStferf thing wore an air ^f ex- 
quisite comfort, blended with aispeeies of carelesa elegance. 
Even the. most minutB aitielei . of tha fiimiture .had been trans- 
ported from, that distant eoontzy, which was then thought tc 
monopi^i^ all t}ie:ouiin]iig: arts of handicraft^ito adnunister tc 
the pleasures of those who, however careless oi themsdvea in 
moments of trial, courted the most luxurious indnlgencea in 
their hobra of ease. ; . > . 

Along the centre of this gay apartment was spread the hoa- 
j^tehle hoard of the aitertainer. It waa surrounded by men in 
the tivppings of high inihtaiy rank, though hero and there 
might be aeen a guest,^ whose plainer attdre and dejec^ted.couse 
tenaiioe betrayed the presence of one or. two of those ndsjndgf- 
ii^ colbnisia) whose* confidenee in! the treiBiafless /power. of the 
orown began already to waiver. The fievlenant^C the king held 
his wonted place at the banquet, his dai^ -visagtt eicprea^Dg all 
the heartiness of a soldier's welcome, wMk ha) pbinted joqI 4his 
or thiit fiivorite aiaongst : an. abundant coUectxoii.tf wSms thuit 
indiided thech6i<bestliqubn of £kn'(^../ ^. ' '.'.,..,. I 

** Fia those who ahare ^ mesa^ a British ^geii/^ra]^ you have 
eiicounitered . ruda fare, to^ay, gentlemen^": h^^ cried ; > *^thollgfa, 
after -ail, ^tad ^h aan British soldier knowa how to fat|>en on, 
n the sen^ of his> inaaier/ /Fill, gent^emen^ fill in loyal 
bumpers ; for we have neglected our allegiance." 

Eaeh gbsa bow stood spaikhng and 4vdrohai^psd with wine, 
wben^ after a Aaei and solemn paaaa, the hoatifODnoimced alovd 
themagical wonds-^^ The Ehig.'\'ihwyiTbioe qdioeid thft id^ 
.%fteir whielr ihera< literally ancqeedad li boeailiiess- paii8e4. when 
an. ok} niib,<in the miilbCEa of aii affiocdrof the flaat^firsl piovii^ 
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his loyalty by flourishing on liigh his inverted glass^ added, with 
hearty will — 

** God bless him 1" 

^ God bless him 1" repeated ihe graceful leader, who has al- 
ready been more than onoe named in these pages ; "^ and grant 
him a long and glorious reign I and, should there be no treason 
in the wish, in death, a Grave like yourself worthy admiral — 
'Sepulcrum sine scnrdibus extme.'" 

^Like me I" echoed the blunt seaman, whose learning was 
somewhat impaired by hard and long service — '^ I am, it is true, 
none of your cabin-window gentry ; but his mi^esty might stoop 
lower than by favoring a faithful servant, like me, with his gni- 
eious presence.'' 

" Your pardon, sir ; I should have included, ' permissum ar- 
bitrio/'' 

The equivoque had barely excited a smile, when the sedate 
countenance of the commander-in-chief indicated that the sub- 
iect was too serious for a jest Nor did the naval chieftain ap- 
pear to relish the unknown tongue ; £or, quite as much, if not 
a litde more, offended with the liberty taken with his own 
name, than with the privileged person of the sovereign, he some- 
what smartly retorted 

^Permitted or not permitted^ I command the fleet of his 
majesty in these waters, and it shall be noted as a dieerfiil 
day in our log-books, when you gentlemen of the army dismiss 
us to our duty again, on the high-iseas. A sailor will grow 
as tired of doing nothing, as ever a soldier did of work, and I 
should like ^ elbow-room,' even in my coffin— ^ha, ha, ha — what 
d'ye think of that, master wit ? — ^ha, ha, ha — ^what d'ye say to 
that ?" 

^* Quite fair, well deserved, and cuttingly severe, admiral," 
returned (ihe undisturbed soldier, smiling with perfect self-poa- 
session, as he sipped his wine. ^^But as you find confinement 
and leirare so irksome, I will presume to advise your seiaiig 
some of these impudent Yankees, who look into the port ic 
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cyften, not only robbing us of our stores, but offending ao many 
loyal eyes with their traitorous presence." 

^ I command a parley to be beaten," inteirupted the com- 
mander-in-chief^ ^ and a truce to further hostilities, Wheie all 
have done their duty, and hare done it so well, even wit must 
respect their conduct Let me advise you to sound the contents 
of that dusty-looking bottle, Mr. Graves ; I think you will ap> 
prove the situation as an anchorage for the m^t." 

The honest old seaman instantly drowned his displeasure in a 
glass of the generous liquor, and, smacking his lips after the 
potations, for he repeated the first (m the moment, he ex- 
claimed — 

^'Ahl you are too stationary, by half^ to stir up the soul oi 
your Hquors. Wine should never slumber on its lees until it has 
been well rolled in the trough of a sea for a few months ; then, 
indeed, you may set it asleep, and yourself by the side of it, it 
you hke a cat's nap." . 

"As orthodox a direction for the ripening of wine as was ever 
given by a bishop to bis butler !" exclaimed his adversary. An- 
other significant glance from his dark-looking superior again 
checked his wilful playfulness, when Howe profited by the silence, 
to say with the frank air of a liberal host — 

^'As motion is, just now, denied us, the only means T can 
devise, to prevent, my wine from slumbering on its lees, is to 
drink it" 

*^ Besides which, we are threatened irith a visit from Mr. 
Washington, and his thiisty followers, who may save us all 
trouble in the matter, unless we prove industrious. In such a 
dilemma, Mr. Graves will not hesitate to pledge me in a glass, 
though it should be only to disappoint the rebels !" added Bur- 
goyne, making a graceful inclination to the half-ofiended sea- 
man. 

^ Ay, ay, I woidd do much more disagreeable things to cheat 
the rascals ci their plimder," returned the mollified admiral, 
food-naturedly nodding his head before he swallowed his 
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bttoqper. '^If tWe bo ^nj real danger of the loss <if dndfa 
liquid amber as this, 'twould be as well ^'send it along^iide tij 
tfaip, md I wiU hoist it ift, and ind'k a Wth; ^ottgh it>8hlires 
my own cott I believe I ootaofliand a:fl)itfess wbioh neitber 
Yjuikee, Frenchman, imh: ]>on, -ttfaAd like to besiege, tAless at a 

' The officers arouAd iam Ib^ked; exceedingly grave^ eaeliang<- 
ing glances of gr^t meaningy Cbough iilll OJbiitinued silent, as^ 
ihe commbn anbj^ of their i]ie<^gtlttidni» was too delicate to be 
loudly tittered in Boeh a pcedemcj^. At tekigth the second in 
commapd, who ^still fdt the coldness of hiil superior, a&d who 
had, hitherto, said nothing during the idle dialogue, Veiitured 
A remark, wjlii the gi^arity jxad, distance of k man mho was hot 
oertmii<^ his . welcome. 

. ^Om enemies grow bold astlie season advaiiees,'^ be saidi, 
^ aad it is past a^dbubt that they iMdU fi^d' us eit}jk>jmmi in ^e 
coming summer. It cannot be denied but they con^et 1^<^m- 
selves with great steadiness in all their batteries, e^)eciaby in 
ihis last^ «t die water-side ; nor ain I without appreheniaoil that 
thqr i^M yiftgitt upon -the istanA^ and ¥eiiderth^> situation of 
^ shipping hazaiHlotis." '' . \ . . r . 

'^Get upon the islands! drive the fleet -libm Oi^it ianbhors P 
exclsumidd the/ veteran sailor, is uttdlsguised ainazei^nt. ^I 
shadl . account St it happy day for England,' when Washington 
and his rabble trust themselves within reach of our shot f ' 
> ^^Gk)d grantus^dianceattho rascals with die bayonet in 
the open-field^'? cried H6wej^'«Bd. an end of these wititer-quar- 
ters ) I say-winter-quarters^ fer I tntst'iiogendeman can con^ 
elder this army i^ besieged by a m6b of aiined peasaiki»! %% 
hold the town, and they the county' ; but when the proper 
time UuaU ^me-*-well, sir, you^ pleasure,'' he continued, interr 
rupting himself to speak to an upper servant at his elbow. • 

Hbe iosn, wha had rttood Ibr ihore than a mifkiiie^ in an atti- 
tude o£' ibspeotAtl attentioi^ alixious to catch the eye of i^is 
master, muttei^d his message iti a low' and hurried V€»ce, as if 
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lyi the io^ptopciety of whispering. • Most of thdae «x>ixad hisi 
toilied! their lieads in ^lite indifferenbe ; but the okL saitor, "who 
sat too near to be totaUy ddaj^hadrcac^ht the weeds,: '^ a lady," 
V^hiefa was quite enough ta prorofce edk his memment^'after bqcIi 
afree.indidgencei>f the/betUeu Striking hdsi hand, shuotly on 
the tabk, he exohiinedy "^ith a fre^dm>: tiiat no other jHreseht 
could have presumed to use — ' ' : 

^^AsaillaseillbyGeoige^jatiaill ondervlrkaieoloara^'imad! 
hinges or rebels' t Here hiui heeB a blunder,^ wkU a* vtengeanee I 
Ihe.ct>olc has oertainly been too. late^ or the 4aiij is too; early I 
hai hfty l|ie^^ 1 yoii ace indeed^ fiiee liv^ 

Thd tough M tar. ei^o^yed his' joke exoeedingiy,-ehiioklkig 
with iftWapd delight at hia discovery. Ba waa^* boweytti^ akbe 
iu his merrimeiiti ftone .of tib soldiers Tol^umig ioMmdeistand 
his idli^sioiis, auy furtiber tluA by. exchanging. a few stolen looks 
of ununfia) aichiMSs. Howe hit his lips with^ohrions TCKatioiif 
and sternly ojdeped the man to.rjapeat his errand in a Toice that 
was mor0 aiadiUle. 

. ''A lady," said .the toemblii^ menial^ '^wiUies to see your 
excellency, and she waits youF pleasuny sir, in the Hhrary." 

^ Affumsi hii books, too T- ahouted the admiral ; I'^ithat Would 
haye better bepoiae yon, my joking friend \ I say, young man^ 
is the ^1 young and hand$K»ae ?'' 

^By the lightness of bar step, fiir, I should think her youngs 
buiheii^Qe W9$ concealed- under a hood.** 
; ^^ Ay ! ^jl the jade comes hooded into the houaeof the king] 
Pamn me, Hoite, but modesty is getting to he .a rare vhrtue 
amongst you gentlemen on shoittr'. 

'^'Tia a plain case against you,3ir^ for eren the servant, as 
you find» has tkteoted that she is light of carnage,'^ said the 
smili^ Surgoyne, makiug half a motion towards rising. ^ It 
|i ]^obably some applicant for relief, or for penuiflsion to depart 
Uie place.. Suffix me to see her, and spare yooisdf. the pain o; 
arefiisaL" 
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" Not at all," said Howe, gaining ins feat with an alacrity 
that anticipated the more deliberate moTement of the other : 
^ I should be unworthy of the trust I hold, could I not lend an 
occasional ear to a petition. Gentlemen, as there is a lady in 
the case, I presume to trespass on your indulgence. Admiral, I 
commend you to my butler, who is a woothy fellow, and can 
give you all the cruises of the bottle before you, since it left the 
island of Madeira.' ' 

He inelined his head to his guests, and passed fi:x>m the rooLj 
with a hurried step, that did not altogether consult appearances. 
As he proceeded through the hall, his ears were saluted by an- 
other burst, from the hearty old seaman, who, howev^, enjoyed 
his humor alone, the rest of the party immediately turning to 
other subjects, with wdl-bred dullness. On entering the room 
ahreadyi mentioned, Howe found himself in the presence of the 
female, who, notwithstanding their apparent indifferenoCi was at 
that very moment occupying the thoughts, and exercising the 
ingenuity of every man he had left behind him. Advancing at 
once to the centre of the apartment, with the ease and freedom 
of a soldier who felt himself without a superior, he asked, with 
a politeness somewhat equivocal— 

^ Why am I favored with this visit? and why has a lady, 
whose appearance shows she might command friends at any 
time, assumed this personal trouble V^ 

^ Because I am a supplicant for a favor that might be denied 
to one who petitioned coldly,'' returned a soft^ tremulous voice, 
deep within the covering of a silken calash. ^ As lame is. want* 
ing to observe the usual forms of applications, I have presumed 
to come in person, to prevent delay." 

'^ And surely, one like you can have little reason to dread a 
repulse," said Howe, with an attempt at gallantry, that would 
have better become the man who had offered to be his substi* 
tute. While speaking, he advanced a step higher to the lady, and 
pointing to her hood, he continued: ^^ Would it not be wise id aid 
your request with a view of a countenancQ that I am certiun can 
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5peak better than any words? — ^wbom have I the honor to le- 
oeive, and what may be the nature of her business ?" 

" A wife, who seeks her husband," returned the female, drop- 
ping the folds of her calash, and exposing to his steady eyes the 
commanding loveliness of the chaste countenance of Cecil. The 
sudden annunciation, of her charaotar waa forped from the lips 
of the unclaimed bride, by the freedom of a gaze to whiqh she 
was unused ; but the instant she had spoken, her eyes fell on 
the floor in embarrassment, and she stood deeply blushing at the 
strength of her own language, though preserving all the ap- 
parent composure and dignity of female pride. The English 
general regarded her beauty for a moment, with a pleased, 
though doubting eye, before he continued — 

^^ Is he whom you seek within or without the town T' 

" I much fear without I" . 

"• And you would follow him into the camp of the rebels t 
This is a case that may require some deliberation. . I feel assured 
I entertain a lady of great beauty ; might I, in addition, know 
how to address her ?" 

^^ For my name I can have no reason to blush,'^ said Cecil, 
proudly ; ^* 'tis noble in the land of our common ancestors, and 
may have reached the ears of Mr. Howe — I am the child of the 
late Colonel Dynevor l" 

"• The niece of Lord Cardonnel T' exclaimed her auditor, in 
amazement, instantly losing the equivocal freedom of his man- 
ner in an air of deep respect: ^ I have long known that Boston 
contained such a lady ; nor dp I forget that she is accused of 
concealing herself from the attentions of the army, like one of 
the most obdurate of our foes— attentions which every me^ 
in the garrison would be happy to show her, from myself down 
to the lowest ensign. Do me the honor to be seated." 

Cecil bowed her acknowledgments, but continued stand- 
ing— 

^ I have neither time nor spiiita to defend myself from such 
an imputation,'' she answered ; " though, should my own name 
54 
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prove no passport to your lavof, I must claim it kt belialf of hhii 
I seek." 

** iShould he be the reriest ^ebel in Ute' train of Washington, 
h^ baa great teaMm to -be proud of his fortnne T 

^ So fo-fronv nuikhig ftm^n^the ^hi^toles of tiie king, be has 
already been lavish df hi& blood in behalf of thie crown,'* re- 
tamed Oe6il,xi?ao(^s^ionsly' racing Ihe'i^akah agflln, with-maiden 
bashfixlneasi ito bhe felt the ttiooient waa a{^t>8chiBg when she 
mnat declare the naime bf the man, Miode infiuemce ov^ h^ 
fedingft she had already avowed. 

*^Andhei8cailedr-r 

The ansMrer was given to this dit^eot question in a low but 
distinct voice. Howe started when he heard l2te well-known 
name of an office of so mu^h considera6on; thbtigh a' mean- 
ing smile lighted his dark features, as he ^peat^ her words 

in surprise — ' : 

' " Majcv Lincoln I his refusal ta return ^ Barope, in sesoch of 
health, IB then Baitisiikcton!;f explained I Without the town^ did 
you say? There must be some error." ' 

" I fear it is too^ true." .... 

><lhe-hst^MlMb^ of'^ le^er oontmcl^ a^ain into their 
sternest look, and it was apparent how mtieh hei wa^ disturbed 
by the intelligence. • . - 

"1^ \§ pf^uiiiing too far on his privilege,** he miittered, in 
an Utider-tone;- ** L^t the place, say you, iw^out my knowl- 
edge and approbation, yothig lady ?" '' ^ * 
' "Sut dn ^o tmw^orthy Errand P Srietf the ahriosib deathless 
Cecil, instantly \<!f&\hg sight of herself in her anxiety fer Lionel 
**Pifv*te flOrtows liave driven iiim to to acit that, At aiiothcr 
time, he would be the first to oondeinn, as a soldier.** - 

Howe maintained a coolj but threatening liilencel, Ihat was far 
mote aj^alHAg than any words could be. The alarmed wife 
gazed at his lowering face for a minute, as if to penetrate hia 
secret thoughts ; then yielding, with the sensitrreness of a wo- 
man, to her worst apprehensions, she cried* — 
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^ Oh I you would not avail younelf of this confesaioii to do 
turn harm ! Has he not bled for you-^-hngered for months on 
the verge of the grave, in defence of your, cause^^and iriB you 
now doubt him ? Nay, sir, thou^ chance and yeaxa may have 
subjected him, for a time, to your cocitrol, he is every way your 
equal, and will confront each charge before his royal master, let 
who may bring thei|i against his iB{>otie6S name F 

" Twill be necestery,** the other coldly PspUei 

^ Nay, hearban not to my weak, unmeaning words," con<* 
tinned Cecil, writing her hands in doubting distress: '^I know 
notwhAt 1 say. He has ydur permission to hold intercourse 
with the country weekly f' 

^ For the purpose of obtaining the supplies nieeeAaiy to his 
past condition.^ 

^-Aild may Ee ^ot have gone on such an errpad, and imder 
&vor of the flag you younelf hiave cheerfully acoorded f 

'^ In- suoh a dase, trould I not have been qsoted tihe pain of 
thisiritervierfrP 

Cecil paus^ a moment, and seemed collecting her scattered 
&culti^ andp^TH^paring her ftfind for some serious purpose. 
After a little time,' ^be atteiiipted a painful smile, saying, more 
calmly— 

^ I had jprestfm^d too fiur oh military indulgence, and was 
even weak enough to believe the request woidd be granted to 
my name and situation." 

**No name, no situation, no drcuiiistauoes^ can ever ren- 
der—" : ; : re. ... . 

'^ Speak not the cQ^uel words, lest tihey once more drive me 
from my recollection,'' interm^pted Cecilv : ^£1»t hear me, sir : 
listen to a wife and a daughter, and you wiQ recall the cmA 
sentence." 

Without waiting for a reply, she advanced with a firm and 
proud step to the door of the room, passing her astonished com- 
panion with an eye and a face beaming with the fulness of her 
object In the outer passage, she beckoned from among the 

11 
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loiterers in the hall, to the stranger who had accompanied her 
in the visit to the warehouse ; and when he had approached^ 
and entered the room, the door once more closed, leaving the 
^lectaton without wondering whence such a vision of purity 
could have made its way within .the sullied walls of Provinoe 
House. 

Many long and impatient minutes were pasted by the guests 
in the banqueting^room, during the continuance of this myste- 
rious interview. The jests of the admiral began to flag, just as 
his companions were inclined to think they were most merited, 
and the conversation assumed that broken and di^inted char- 
acter which betrays the wandering of the speakers' thoughts. 

At length a bell rang, and orders came from the commander- 
in-chief to clear the hidl of its curious idlers. When none were 
left but the regular domesttos of the ivmly, Howe app^^red, 
supporting Cecil, dosdiy hooded, to the conveyaiMie thi^. awaited 
her presence at the gate. The au: of their master oommunioaled 
a deep respect to the manners of the observant menials, who 
crowded about their persons, to aid the departure, with officious 
zeaL The amaaed sentinels dropped their arms^ ^th the usual 
regularity, to their chieftain, as he passed to the outer portal im 
honor of his unknown companion, and eyes met the expressive 
glanoes of eyes^ as all who witnessed the teraninatian of ; this 
visit sought, in the countenances of thoee aii^ound them, some so* 
lution of its object 

When Hiowe resumed his seat at the table, another attempt 
was made by the admiral to renew the sulject ; but it was re- 
ceived with an air so cold, and a look so pointedly serere, that 
even the careless son of the ocean forgot his humor under (lie 
impression of so dark a frown. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



■* Nor martial akoat, D«r nrfnatrel tone^ 
AnnoanGcd their march— *^ 

Soorr. 



Cecil sufifered the tiight to advazkce a little, before she left 
Tremdnt-street, to profit by the permiBsion to leave the place 
her communioation had obtained from the Eoglifih general. It 
was, howerer, far fi^om late when ehe took leave of Agnefr, and 
oommeneed her espeditioa^ still attended by Mcdton and the 
unknown man, with whom riie has already, more than once, 
made her aj^anince in our ipages. At the lower part of the 
town she left her vehicle, and pursuing the route of several de- 
vious and retired slareets, soicm reached the margin of the water. 
The whiffves were deserted and sttli Indicating the course, by 
her own light and hurried footsteps, to her companions, the 
youthful bride moved unhesitatingly along the rough planks, 
until her progress was checked by a large basin, between two 
of the opdinary wooden piers which line the shores of the place. 
Here she paused for a moment^ in doubt, as if fearful there had 
been some mistabB, when the figure of a boy was seen advancing 
out of the shadows of a neighboring storehouse. 

^ I fear you have lost your way," he said, when within a few 
feet of her, where he stood, apparently examining the party 
with ri^d scrutiny. " May I venture to ask whom or what 
you seek ?" 

** One who is sent hither on private duty, by orders from th« 
Qommander-in-chief." 

** I see but two,*' returned the lad, hesitating — " where is ^t 
Mfdr 
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* He lingers in the distance," said Cecil, pointing to Meriton, 
whose footsteps were much more guarded than those of his mis- 
tress. ^ Three is our number, and we are all present*^ 

" I beg a thousand pardons," returned the youth, dropping 
the folds of a sailor's overcoat, under which he had concealed 
the distinguishing marks of a naval dress, and raising his hat 
at the same moment, with great respect ; ^^ my orders were to 
use the utmost preeaution, ma'am, for^ a&^ you hear, the rebels 
sleep but little to-night" 

" 'Tis a dreadful scene I leave, truly, sir," returned Cecil, " and 
the sooner it will suit your convenience to trajjsport us from it, 
the greater will be the.obligation you are about to confer " 

The youth' once more bowed, in aubmi^sicm to her wishes^ 
(md requesj^ed the wlude p^rty to follow wkith^h^ should lead. 
A very few moments brought theoK to a pair of irater-stairs, 
where, under cover of tb^duskinete thrown lipon the basin from 
th^ yThs0, a boat lay conceisled, in perfect readiness to receive 

" Be stirring, boy9 !" ciSed the youth, in a tdne of auihority ; 
^ dhip your oars ais sUenQy jls if jsteafing aw^y from an enemy. 
Have the goodnesftySia'imi, to ent^r, and you: shall have a quidc 
and s&fe landing on the other shore, whatever may be.thie reoep- 
tion of the i^bds." 

Cecil and her two attendants, complied without delay^ when 
the boat glided into the Btri^am with a velocity that promised a 
speedy verification of the irocds Of the middiipman. The most 
profound stillness reigned amOng these noctumial adventurers, 
and by the time , they had rowed a ishort distiEusce^ the bride 
began to. lose lan immediate ccwsiciousness of her mtuation in 
contemplation of the scenes 

The evening was aL*eady milder, and by one of thbse sudden 
changes, peculiar to the clinuite, it was rapidly b^co^ng even 
blan:i and pleasant The light of a clear moon fell upon the 
kown and harbor, rendering the objects of both visiU^ in mel- 
lowed softness. The huge black hulls of the vessels of walr 
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tested sidl^nly on the waters, like slumbering leviathans, without 
eren a sail or a passing boat, except their own, to enliven the 
view in the direction of the port. On the other hand, the Hills of 
the town rose, in beautiful relief, against the olear sky^ with 
here and there k roof or a steeple reflecting the pale light of the 
momi. The bosoiti oTthe place was as iquiet as if its inhabit- 
ants were buried in midnight sleep ; 1>nt behind the hills, in a 
drcttit.eztending fiomthe works on the heights of Charlestown, 
to the n^k^ which lay in open view of ih^ boat, there existed 
all the evidences of furious warfare. During the few preceding 
nighte, the Americans had bien more than commonly diligent 
in thet^ of their annoyances, but now theyiappeared to 'ex- 
pend their utmost energies upon their enemies. Still they 
spared the V>wn, directing the weight of their fire at the differ- 
ent batteries which protected the approaches to the place, as 
already described, along the western borders of the peninsula. 

The eaiB of Cecil had long been accustomed to the uproar 
of arms, but this was the ififst occasidn in i^hich she was ever 
a witness of the mingled beauties and terrors of acanhoniide ai 
night. Suffering the calash to iaU, ^e shook : back the durk 
tressea from herftice, and, leaning over the sides of the little 
vessel, listened to the bursts of tiie artillery, and gazed on the 
sudden flashes of vivid light that mocked the dimmer illnmina- 
tion of the planet, with an abscvbed attention that momdntarily 
lured her into forgetfulness. The men pulled their light boat 
with muffled oars, and so stiU was its progress, ihat there were 
instants when even the shot might be heard rattling among the 
ruins they had made. 

*^It's amazement to me, m)adam," 8£ud Meriton, '' that so 
many British generals, and brave gentlemen as there is in Bos- 
ton, -should st^y in such a little spot to be shot at by a parcel 
of countrymen, when there is London, as still and as safe, at this 
blessed moment, as a parish churchyard at midnight I" 

Cecil raised her eyes at this intemiptton, and p^ceived the 
youth gaashg at her countenance in undisguised JEdmiration al 
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its beaaty. Blushing, and cmce more concealing h^ fcatui'efi 
beneath her calash, she turned away from the view of (he conr 
Oict, in silence. 

^ The rebels are free with their gunpowder to-night I" said 
the midshi|«nan. ^^Some of their cruisers bare picked up 
another of our storeships, I fEuicy, or Mr. Washington would 
not make such a noisy time of it, when jall honest people shcfuld 
be thinking <^ their sleep. Don't you bdieve, ma'am, if the 
admiral would warp three or four of our heaviest ships up into 
the channel, back of the town, it would be a short method of 
lowering the conceit of these Yankees 2" 

" Beally, sir, I am so little acquainted with military matters," 
returned Cecil, suffering her anxious features to refax into a 
smile, ^^ that my opinion, diould I venture to give one, would be 
utterly worthless." 

>' Why, young gentleman," said Meriton, ^ the rebels drove a 
galley out of the river, a night or two ago, as I can testify my- 
self having stood behind a large brick store, where I saw the 
whole affair, most beautifully conducted I" 

" A very fit place for one Mke you, no doubt, sir," returned 
the midshi{»nan, without attempting to conceal his disgust at so 
impertinent an interruption. ^ Do you know what a galley is, 
nia'am f nothing but a small vessel cut down, with a lew heavy 
guns, I do assure you. It would be a very different affair with 
a frigate or a two-decker. Do but observe what a charming 
thing our ship is, ma'am-*I am sure so beautiful a lady must 
know how to admire a handsome ship I — she lies heie&way, 
nearly in a range with the second island." 

To please the earnest youth, Cecil bent her head towards the 
quarter he wished, and murmured a few words in approbatioQ 
of his taste. But the impatient boy had narrowly watched the 
direction of her eyes, and she was interrupited by his exclaiming, 
In manifest disappointment — 

^ What i that shapeless hulk, just above the castle t She is 
an old Dutch prize, en flute, ay, older than my grandmotheiv 
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H^ood old soul ; and it wouldn't matter the value of a piece of 
junk, into irhich end you stepped her bowspnt I One ci my 
Bohool-feMows, Jack Willon^by, is a reefer on board her ; and 
he says that they can just get six knots out of her, on her course 
in smooth water with a fresh breeze, allowing seven knots for 
leeway ! Jack means to g^ rid of her the moment he can 
catch the admiral running large ; for the Graveses live near the 
Willonghbys in town, and he knows all the sousings about 
the old man's humor. No, no, ma'am ; Jack would give every 
shot in his lockers to swing a hammock between two of the 
beams of our ship. Do excuse me, one moment;" — ^presuming 
to take one of the hands of Cedl, thouigh with sufficient delicacy, 
as he pointed out his fSavorite vessel^^^^ There, ma'am, now you 
have her! she that's so taut rigged, with a flying-^ib-boom, 
and all her top-gallant yards stopped to her lower ri^ng : we 
send them down every night at gu&-fire, and cross them again 
next morning as regularly as the bell strikes eight. — Isn't she a 
sweet thing, mi^'am ? for I see she has caught your eye at last, 
and I am sure you can't wii^ to look ai any other ship m 
port" 

Cecil could not refuse her commendations to this eloquent 
appeal, though at the next moment she would have been utterly 
at a loss to distinguish the much-admired frigate from the 
despised storeship. 

'* Ay, ay, madam, I knew you would ; like her when you once 
got a fair glimpse at her proportions," continued the delighted 
boy ; *^ though she is not half so beautiful on her broadside, as 
when you can catch her lasking, especially on her larboard 
bow. — ^Pull, long and strong, men, and with a light touch of the 
w-iter : these Yasikees have ears as long as borricoes, and we are 
getting in with the land.— This set-down at Dorchester's neck 
will giro you a long walk, ma'am, to Cambridge ; but there was 
ao possibility of touching the jebels anywhere else to-night, 
or, as you see, we should have gone right into the &oe of then 
eiinnon." 
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^Ib it not a little remarkable," said Cecil, willing to pay the 
aolicitade of the boj to amuse her, bj some replj, "that the 
oolonists, while ihey invest the town so closely on the north a^d 
west, should utterly neglect to assaH it on the Qoutih? for I 
believe they have never occupied the hills in Dorchester at all; 
and yet it is one of the points neareet to Boston." 

^It is no mystery nt all," returned . the boy, shaldng his head 
with aH the si^;adty.of a veteran— ^* it would bring anoth^ 
Bunker Hill about' their ears; for you see; it is th^ samja thing 
at this end of the plaoe that Gharlestown nock is :at the oih^,~^ 
A light touch, men, a, light touch T he o($ntipU0d, droj^i^ his 
voice, as they appibiuehM the,faibok-e.r**''Bei(id^ Warn, a fort 
im that' hill could throw iti shot directly on our deck^ a thing 
the old man' woidd tiiever,kab|oaiit to ; Bud tJlat would ettiiiet bring 
on a r^uiar hmmneribg: ihatch, oi^ a generajt clearing 0Ut of the 
fleet; and then whaiwoold bepomfi of the «rmy I :Np^ nfo^the 
Yankees wouldn't risk dmiiig ike .co4-fidb out of their l>ay, to 
try sudi an ezpeiixiientj-^Iiiy <m yotr oanjs, boy^ while I take 
a squint along this, shor^ to see if there are any tTpnlithans 
cooling themselves near the beach, by moonlight" 

The' obedieat eeainen xestad from tbw labors,, wbite their 
youthful offioor stbod up in the boat^ and diireoted a; small 
night-glass over the intend^ place of landing. The ez!amina- 
tion proved entirely satisfactory, and, in a low, cautiotis Voicfe, 
he ordered the men ib.^'aXi into a place Irheire th^ shadoiv of the 
hills might render the landing still less likely to b^ obeietved. 

fVom this mbmeni the mbst profound siletce' was pbserved, 
the boeft advancing swiftly^ thou^. under; per£e<^ command, to 
the demrod spd^.where lit was soon.hei^ gradng upon the 
bottom, as.it gradually . lost its moticai, aM. finally became 
stationaiy.. C^cil .was instantly assisted' to the land, whither 
she was Mbwed by thie midshipman, who jdmped upon the 
Ihore niHth great indifierembe^ aod -japproachcid the piaaseng^, 
frdin whoni he.was now about to pa^ 

*^ I only hope that those you next fall in with may know how 
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to treat you aa well as thofie you leave," said the. boy, approach 
ing, uid offering his hand^ with the frankness of an older seaman, 
to Cecil. ** Crod ble^ ypu, my dea^ ma'am ; I have two little 
sisters at home, nearly, as ha^idsome as yours^; and I. never 
see a woman ii^ want of assistance, but I think of the poor girls 
Fve left in old England. God bless ypu, once more — ^I hop€» 
when we meet again, yo^ wiU take a nearer ney^ of the — ^" 

" You are not likely to part so soon as you imagine," exclaim- 
ed a man, springing on his feet, i&0[m his place of concealment 
behind a rqck, and advaucing rapidly on the^ party : " oSer the 
least resisUnoe, and you are all dead;" 

"Shove offi naen, shove ofl^ and don't mind meP* cried the 
youth, with admirable presence of mind — " For God's ,sa|ce, save 
the boat^ if you die for it !" 

The seamen obeyed with practised alacrity, wh^ the boy 
darted -after them with the lightness of his years, and,; making a 
desperate leap, caught the gunwale of ihe barge, into which he 
was instsfntly drawn by the sailors. A: do^n armed men had 
by this time reached the ed^ of the wat^r, a^d as many 
muskets were pointed at the retreating party, '^hen he who had 
first spoken, cried — 

" Not a trigger ! — the boy has escaped us, and he deserves 
his fortune. Let us secure those who r^nain ; but if a single 
gun be fired, it will only draw the attention of the fleet and 
casUe." 

His companions, who h;ad. act^ with the hesiU^taon of men 
that were not fussured the course tl^ey took was correct^ willingly 
dropped the muzzles of thev pieces, and in another instant the 
boat was ploughing its way towards the much-admired frigatei 
at a distance wbi^ would; probably have irendered th^ fire 
quite harmless. Cedl had hardly breathed during, the, short 
period of imoertamty ; but when the sudd^ danger was passed, 
she prepared herself to receive their cs^ptors with the perfect 
confidence which an American woman i^ldom fails to. feel iv 
the mildness and reason of her countrymen. The whole party 
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who now approached her, were dressed in the ordinary habili- 
ments of husbandmen, mingled, in a slight degree, with the 
mwe martial accoutrements of soldiers. They were anned with 
muskets only, which they wielded Hke men acquainted with all 
the uses of the weapon, at the same time that they were unac- 
customed to the mere manual of the troops. 

Every fibre of the body of Meriton, however, shook with fear, 
88 he found Ihis unexpected guard encircling their little party ; 
nor did the unknown man who had accompanied them appear 
entirely free from apprehension. The bride still maintained her 
self-possession, supported dither by her purpose, or her greater 
famiharity with the character of the people into whose hands 
she had &]len. 

When the whole party were posted within a few feet of them, 
they dropped the butts of. their muskets on the ground, and 
stood patient listeners to the ensuing examination. The leader 
of the party, who was only distinguished from his companions 
by a green cockade in his hat^ which Cecil had heard was the 
symbol of a subaltern officer among the American troops, ad- 
dressed her in a cairn, but steady tone — 

'^ It is unpleasant to question a woman," he said, ^ and espe- 
cially one of your appearance; but duty requires it of me. 
What brings you to this nnfrequented point, in the boat of a 
king's ship, and at this unusual hour of the night f " 

^ I come with no intent to conceal my visit from any eyes,^ 
returned Cedl ; " for my first wish is to be conducted to some 
officer of rank, to whom I will explain my object There 
are many that I should know, who will not hesitate to believe 
my words." 

*• We none of -us profess to doubt your truth • we only act 
with caution, because it is required by circumstances. Cannot 
the explanation be made to me? for I dislike the duty thai 
causea trouble to a female.'' 

^Tis impossible r said Cecil, involuntarily shrinking within 
the folds of her mantle^ 
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*^ You come at a most onfortunate moment,'' said the other, 
muamg; "and I fear you will pass an uneasy night, in oonse- 
^ueuce. By your tongue, I think you are an American f ' 

" I was bom among those roofe, which you may see on the 
apposite peninsula." 

*^ Then we are of the same town,^ returned the officer, step- 
ping back in a vain attempt to get a glimpse of those features 
which were concealed beneath the hood. He made no attempt, 
however, to remove the silk ; nor did he in the slightest manner 
convey any wish of a nature that might be suf^Msed to wound 
the delicacy of her s6x; but. Ending himself unsuccessful, he 
turned away, as he added, ''And I grow .tired of remaining 
where I can see the smoke <^ my own chimneys, at the same 
time I know that strangers are seated around the hearths be- 
low !" 

** None wish more fervently than I, that the moment had ar- 
rived when each might enjoy his own, in peace and quietness.'' 

" Let the Parliament repeal their laws, and the king recall 
his troops," said (me of the men, '* and there will be an end of 
the struggle at once. We d<«'t fight because we love to shed 
blood." 

" He would do both, friend, if the counsel of one so insignifi- 
cant as I could find weight in his royal mind." 

" I believe there is not much difference between a royal mind 
and that of any other man, when the devil gets hold of it I" 
bluntly exclaimed another of the party. '^ I've a notion the 
imp is as mischievous with a king as with a cobbler." 

^ Whatever I may think of the conduct of his ministers," 
said Ceci], coldly, *^ 'tis unpleasant to me to discuss the personal 
qualities of my sovereign." 

** Why, I meant no offence ; though, when the truth is up- 
permost in a man's thoughts, he is apt to let it out," returned 
the soldier. After this uncouth apology, he continued silent 
turning away like one who felt dissatisfied with himself for what 
he had done 
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In the mean tim^ the lender had beea^ coiiBidtiiig with one 
er two of hill men aside. He now advanoed ^gain, and deliv- 
ered the reBult of theirnni^d wisdom. 

^ Under ail cnrcomstanoesy I have eonduded," he'said,^ speak- 
ing in the first person, in deference to his rank, though in &ct 
he had consented to change his own opinion at the instigation 
of his advisers, ^ to .refer, yod for information to'the'iii<^best gen- 
eral officer, under the -etire of 'these two men, who wiU-^ow 
yon the way^ Th^y both knoir the (M>«ntry, and the^ is not 
the least danger of dieir inistaki^ 1^ road'.*^' ^ '' 

Cecil bowed in entire sUbmisiEaon to th]» dharactetisiie^ intima- 
tion of his pleasure,' and dedaii^'har ansiety to- ptoeeedv The 
officer held another short^^i^nsttkataon wM the two 'guided, 
which soon terminated by hii issuing ordere to the rest of the 
detachment to prepare to depart Before they separated, 4me 
of the guides^ or, more prop^ly^gnxidiai, approaitdied MeHton, 
and said, with a dehbemtion that might easily be mistaken for 
doiibt-^ ^ '' • ' ^ ■■ 'j ;- ; - ^ ;'" .*■■■■ 

" As we shall be only two to two, fifiend, will it ii6H)eafl( well 
to see what you have got secietsd about your person, as it may 
prevent any hard words or difficulties hereafter f You will see 
tbe reason <^ the thing, I trust, and make no djectaoik'': 

^'Not at all, sir, iiot at allP retiimed the. tiemblii^. talet, 
producing his purse^ without a momenfs hesitation : ^ it is not 
heavy, but what there is ih it, is of, die best English gdld^ which 
I expect is mnch Tegaqrded axnoiig you, wh6 see nothing but 
rebel paper.'* : ;':■'. 

" Much as we' set store by it^. we do not choose to iiofe Ibrit," 
returned the soldier, with cool contempt *^J widi^io look for 
weapons, and not for money.** 

*^ Biit, ar, as I unluckily haveno we^)ons, had you not better 
take my money ? There are ten good giiineas, I do assure you ; 
and not a light > one among them tdl^ *pon hohbr I becodes ser* 
eral pieoes of silver." 

'^Come, Allen," said the other soldier, laughing, "it's bc 



great matter wheth^ that gentleinaD bas arms or not, I believe. 
His comrade, bere^ wii<> a^ms to Idiow rather better wbat he is 
about, haa none, at any rate; and for one of two men, I aip 
willing to trust the other.'' 

"I do assuTQ you," said Cecil, "that our iijteiitipns are 
peaceable, and that your ; qtbi^rge will prove in no mai^ner difFi- 

oviu"* . :: . : 

. The n^eu liste^qd to tbe eam^t,tc»9es of her. sweet voice witli 
ofuioh defereiioe, atd in a few moments the two parties sepai^ 
ated, to proceed on their seve]:al ways.. While the main body 
of the soildi^rs ascended the hiU, the guides of Cecil took a di- 
rection whioh }ed them around its base. Their route lay towards 
the low neck which connected the heights with the adjacent 
coUntty, :and' theit progress was both diligent and rapid. Cecil 
was <^Ot«i consulted, as to her ability to endure the fatigue, and 
repeated. oSero were made to acconunodate th^ir speed, to her 
wished. In ev^ other/respect she was totally disregarded by 
the guides,: who^ however, paid much closer attent;i<^n to her 
companions^ each soldier attaching himself to one of W fol- 
lowers, whom he ccmstantly regarded with a watchful and wary 
ejre. • 

^' You seem eold, friend,*' said Allen to Meriton ; " though I 
ihould call the n^ht quite pleasant for the first week in March." 

*' Indeed, Fm starved to the bones I" retumfid the valet^ with 
a Shivering that would seem to verify his assertion. "It's a 
veiy chilly diiDuyte is tbia of Arnerioa, especially of nights ! I 
never really fek such a remarkable dampness about the throat 
before, within meB&tfwy> I d0 assure you," . 

" H«re is aooQier handkerdii^" said the soldier; throwing 
him a common 'kerchief frpnx bis pocket : " wrsfp it round your 
neck, for it girea me an a^e to hear yoar teeth knocking one 
another itbOut so," 

"I thank ^oii, sit, a thousand tupies," said Meriton, j^pdudng 
his pufse again, with an instinctive readiness.: ^^ what- may be 
the price T 
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The man pHcked up hid ears, and dropping his musket frooi 
the guarded position in which he had hitherto carried it, he 
drew closer to the side of hie prisoner, in a tery companionable 
way, as he replied — 

" I did not calculate on selling the article ; but if you have 
need of it, I wouMnt wish to be hard.** 

" Shall I give you one guinea, or two, Mr. Rebel ?" asked 
Meriton, whose faculties were utterly confounded by his terror. 

^ My name is Allen, friend, and we like dvil language in the 
Bay," said the soldier. "Two guineas for a pocket-handker- 
chief ! I couldn't think of impoang on any man «o much T 

** What shall it be, then — ^half a guinea, or four half-crown 
pieces f" 

" I didn't at all calculate to part with the handkerchief when 
I left home : it's quite new, as you can see by holding it up, in 
this manner, to the moon ; besides, you know, now there is no 
trade, these things come very high. Well, if you are disposed 
to buy, I don't wish to crowd ; you may take it, finally, for the 
two crowns." 

Merrton dropped the money into his hands, without hmtk- 
tion, and the soldier pocketed the price, perfectly satisfied with 
his bargain and himself since he had sdd his goods at a clear 
profit of about three hundred per cent He soon took occasion 
to whisper to his comrade, that in his opinion ^ he had made a 
good trade ;" and laying their heads together, they determined 
that the bargain was by no means a bad wind&lL On the 
other hand, Meriton, who knew the difference in value between 
cotton and silk quite as well as his Amei^n protectors, was 
equally well satisfied with the arrangement; tiiovgh his content- 
ment was defrived fomi a very di^rent maaner of reasoning. 
From eariy habit, he had long been taught to believe that 
every civility, like patriotism in the opinion of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, had its price ; and his fears had rendered him somewhat 
earelete about the amount of the purehase*money« £b now 
eonudered himself as having a clear claim on the proteeticm of 
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: Ids ^ard, and hia appreiiensions gradually subsided into secu- 
rity under the soothing impression. 

By the time this satisfactory bargain was concluded^ and 
each party was lawfully put in possession of his own, they had 
reached the low land already mentioned as the '* neck." Sud- 
denly the guard stopped, and bending forward, in the attitude 
of deep attention, they seemed to listen, intently, to some faint 
and distant sounds, that were, (or moments, audible in the inter- 
vals of the cannonade. 

*' They axe coming," said one to the other : "• shall we go on, 
or wait until they've passed ?" 

The question was answered in a whisper, and, after a short 
consultation, they determined to proceed. 

The attention of Cecil had been attracted by this conference, 
and the few words which had escaped her guides ; and, for the 
first time, she harbored some little dread as to her final destina- 
tion. Full of the importance of her errand, the bride now de- 
voted every faculty to detect the least circumstance that might 
have a tendency to defeat it She trode so lightly on the faded 
herbage as to render her own footsteps inaudible, and more than 
once she was about to request the others to imitate her exam- 
ple, that no danger might approach them unexpectedly. At 
.ength her doubts were relieved, though her wonder was in- 
creased, by distinctly hearing the lumbering sounds of wheels 
en the frozen earth, as if innumerable groaning vehicles were 
advancing with slow and measured progress. In another in- 
stant her eyes assisted the organs of hearing, and by the aid of 
the moon her doubts, if not her apprehennons, were enturely re- 
moved. 

Her guards now determined on a change of purpose, and 
withdrew with their prisoners within the shadow of an apple- 
tree that stood on the low land, but a few paces from the line 
of the route evidently taken by the approaching vehicles. In 
this position they remained for several minutes, attentive obser 
vers of what was passing around them. 
55 
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"'Our men have woke up the BritiBh by their fire,*^ said 
one of the guards ; ^ and- all their eyes are turned to the 
batteries P 

^ Yes, it's very well as it is,'' returned his comrade ; ^ but if 
the old brass congress, mortar hadn't gi'n way yesterday, there 
would be a different sort of roaiing. Did you ever see the old 
congress P' 

^I can't say I ever saw the cannon itself but I haye seen the 
bombs fifty times; and pokerish-looldng things they be, e»« 
pecially in a dark night — ^but hush, here they come.!' 

A large body of men now approached, and moved swiftly 
past them, in deepest silence, d^ing at the &>ot of the bills, 
and marching towards, the shores of the peninsula*. The whole 
of this party was attired and accoutred much^ in the fashion of 
tbosei who h^ teceii^ Cecil. One oi^ two who w^e mounted) 
and in UK»re martial trappings, atmounc^ the ptescUice of some 
<^cers of higher rank. . At the very heeh of this detachment of 
soldiers, came a great number of carts, which took the route 
that led directJy up to the neighboring heights. After thede 
came another, and more numerous body of troops, who followed 
the teams, the whole mdving in the profoundest stillness^ and 
with the diligence of men who were engaged in the m^ost ini- 
portant undertaking. In the rear of the whoIe» Another coUeo- 
tion of carts appearedt gtoanmg undcir the weight of large 
bundles of hay, and other miiittuy prej^irationa of d^euce. 
Before this latter division left the low land, immense numbers 
of the cloedy-packed bundles were tumbled to the ground, and 
arranged with a quickne^ almost magical, in such a manner as 
to form a light breastwork across the low ground, which would 
otherwise hare been completely exposed to be swept by the shot 
of thejTQyA bal^ries; a situii^on of things that wa^ believed 
to have lied to the catastrophe of Breed's, the preceding summer. 

Among, .the la^t of tho^ who crossed the nedc, was an 
officer on horsebad^ whcfse ^yct wi^ attracted bj the group who 
stood as idle spectators under the tree. Pointing out the latter 
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object to those niround him, he rode nigher to the party, and 
leaned forward in his saddle to examine their persons. 

^ How's this ?" he exclaimed ; *^a woman taid two men under 
the charge of sentinels I Have we then more spies among as t 
Cut away the- tree, men ; we have need of it, and let in the 
b'ght of the moon lipOn thein t*^ 

The order was hardly given before it wd$ executed, and the 
tree felled with a dispatch that, to any but an American, would 
aj^pear incredible. Gedl sl)epped ande from the impending 
brandies, and by i][ioving into the light, betrayed the appearance 
ci a gentlewoman by her mien and apparel. 

^Here must be some- mistake !*' continued the officer : ^ why 
is the lady thus guaided r 

One of the soldiers, in a few words, explained the nature of 
hi» arrest^ and in return veodved direotions, anew, how to pro- 
ceed. The mounted officer now put spars to his Jiorse, and 
galloped away, iu eager pursait of more presnng duties, though 
he still looked behind him, so long as the deceptive light en- 
abled him to distinguish either Harm or features. 

^ 'lis advisable to go on €he heists,'' said the soldier, ^ where 
we niay find the commanding general." 

^Anywhere," returned Oeoil, cbi^^^sed with th^ activity and 
bustle that had passed before her eyes, '^ or aiiy ^uhg, to be re- 
lieved from tins distressing delay.'' % 

In a very few moments they readied' the summit of die near- 
est of the two hills, where they paused just without the busy 
circle of men who labored there, while one of the soldiera went 
in quest of the officer in command. From the point where she 
now stood, Cecil had im open view of the port, ihA town, and 
most of £he adjacent country. Hie. vessels still reposed heavily 
on the waters, and she fended that the youthful midshipman 
was already nestling safe in his own hammock, on boaifd the 
frigate, whose tall and tapering spars rose ^agaisst the i^ in 
such beautafal and symmeincal lines. No evidences of alarm 
were manifested in the town; but^ on the contrary, the lights 
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were gradually disai^aring, notwitibfitaDding the heavy oaa- 
nonade which still roared along the western side of the penin- 
sula ; and it was probable that Howe, and his unmoved oom« 
paniona, yet continued their reyels, witji the same aeciirity in 
which they had been left two short hpurs befcH^e. While, with 
the exception of the batteries, every i]mg in the distance was 
still, and apparently Numbering, the near vi^w was one of life 
and activity. Mounds of earth were aheady rising on the crest 
of the hill ; laborers were filling barrels with earth and ssjmI ; 
fascines were tumbling about from place to place, as they were 
wanted ; and yet the stillness was only interrupted by the unre- 
mitting strokes of the pick, the low and earnest hum of voices, 
or the crashing of branches, as the pride of the neighboring. or- 
chards came crushing to Uie earth. The novelty of the scene 
b^uiled Cecil ci her anxiety, and many minutes passed un- 
heeded by. Fifty times parties, or individuals amongst the lar 
borers, approaching near her person, paused to gaze a moment 
at the speaking and sweet features that the placid light of the 
moon rendered even more than usuially soft, and then pushed 
im in silence, endeavoring to repair, by renewed diligence, the 
transient forgetfulness of their urgent duties. At length the 
man returned, and announced the api»roach of the general who 
conmianded on the hill* The latter was a soldier of middle 
age, of calm and collected dep<»1;ment, roughly attired for the 
occasion, and bearing no other symbol of his rank than. the 
distinctive crimson cockade, in one of the large militaiy hats of 
the period. 

"• You find us in the midst of our laboars,** he pleasantly ob- 
served, as he approached ; '* and will overlook the dejay I hare 
given you. It is reported you left the town this evening !** 

"Within the hour.'* 

"And How^-*<dreams he of the manner in which we are 
likely to amuse him in the morning ?" 

^'It would be affectation in one like me,** said Cecil, laodestly, 
"to dedine answering questions concerning the views of the 



royal geDeral ; but still you will pardon me if I say, that in my 
present situation, I could wish to be spared the pain of ever 
confessing my ignorance." 

"I acknowledge my error," the officer unhesitatingly an- 
swered. After a short pause, in which he seemed to muse, he 
continued : ** this is no ordinary night, young lady, and it be- 
comes my duty to refer you to the general commanding this 
wing of the army. He possibly may think it necessary to com- 
municate your detention to the conmiander-in-chiefl" 
'^ It is he I seek, sir, and would most wish to meet." 
He bowed, and, giving his orders to a subaltern in a low voice, 
walked away, and was soon lost in the busy crowd that came 
and went in constant employment, around the summit of the 
hilL Cecil lingered a single moment after her new conductor 
had declared his readiness to proceed, to cast another glance at 
the calm splendor of the sea and bay ; the distant and smoky 
roofe of the town ; the dim objects that moved about the adja- 
cent eminence, equally and similaily employed with those 
around her ; and then raising her calash, and tightening the 
folds of her mantle, she descended the hill with the light and 
elastic steps of youth. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



* Tk6 reibol yalw, the rebel dalee, 
With rebel trees rarroanded. 
The distant woods, the hills and floods, 
With rebel eeboee sonnded.^ 

Tiu Batils or 331B Ktm^ 



The enormous white cockade that covered neatly one side of 
the little hat of her present conddctor, was the only symljiol that 
told Cecil she was now committed to the care of one who held 
the rank of captain, among those who battled for the rights of 
the colonies. No other part of his attire was military, though 
a cut-and-throst was buckled to his form, which, froin its' sflrer 
guard and f<»inidable dimensions, had probably been borne by 
some ci his ancestors, in the former wars of the colonies. The 
disposition of its present wearer was, however, &r from that 
belligerent nature that his weapon might be thought to indicate, 
for he tendered the nicest care and assiduity to the movements 
of his prisoner. 

At the foot of the hill, a wagon, returning from the field, was 
put in requisition by this semi-military gallant ; and, after a 
little suitable preparation, Cecil found herself seated on a rude 
bench by his side in the vehicle ; while her own attendants, and 
the two private men, occupied its bottom in still more social 
affinity. At first their progress was slow and difficult, return 
carts, literally by hundreds, impeding the way ; but when they 
had once passed the heavy-footed beasts who drew them, they 
proceeded in the direction of Roxbury, with greater rapidity. 
During the first mile, while they weis extricating themselves 
from the apparentlv interminable line of carts, the officer di* 
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rected his whole attentioU to ithis important and dijfficult mBr 
noeuirre; but when their uneasy vessel might be said to be fairly 
sailing before the wind, he did &Pt choose to neglect those ser- 
vices^TThich, from:tim0 immemorial, beautiful women in distress 
have had ft right to claim of n)en in his profession. 

"Now do not sptfre the whip/! he Wd to the driver, at the 
moment <tf their deliverattce; "but push on,, for the credit of 
horse-flesh, and to tb& disgrace of All homed cattle. This near 
beast of yours should be a toijty, by hid gait and reluctance to 
puH in ^e traoeis for the commQn-good — ^treat him as such, 
friend, and, i& turn, y^u bh^Jl receive the treatment of a sound 
whig, iifhen.we make a halt You ha^e spent the wint^ in 
BodtoQ^ madiun r 

Cecil bent her head iiiisilent assent ,: 

" The Koyal army wiU, doubtless, make' i bett^ figure in thd 
eyes .of a lady, than the troops of the oolouies ;; tbjough there 
are some among us who are thought not whoUy lennting in 
military knowledge, and the certain sir of a soldier/* he cpn* 
tinii^ extricatiUg Uie 41te)*-hea4cd legacy of his grandfather 
from its :eoBo^alment under a fold : ot his coojipaiUon'd mantle : 
" you have balls and entertainments without number I fancy, 
ipa'am, from the gentlemen in the king> seryioe." 

"I behave thiat few hearts are to be found aim^Ugst the femaleu 
iti Bo6toti,.do light so, to mingle in their an^usements." 

" God bless them for it 1" exclaimed her escort ; " I am sure 
every shot we throw into the town is like di'awing blood from 
our own veins. I suppose the long's oncers don't hold the 
colonists so cheap, since the small tikii pn Charlestown neck, 
as they did fbrm^ly r 

" None who had any interest- ait stdke, in the events of that 
fotal day> will easily forget the impres^n it has made ?" 

The young American was too much struck by the melancholy 
pathos in the voice of Cecil, nc^ to frmoy he had, in his own 
honest trium^di, unwittingly probed a wound which time had 
not yet healed. They rode many minutes after this unsuccessful 
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effort on his part to convene, in profound fislence ; nor did he 
again speak until the trampling of horses' hoofis was borne along 
bj the evening air, unaccompanied bj the lumbering sounds of 
wheels. At the next turn of the road they met a small caval- 
cade of officers, riding at a rapid rate in the directioii of the 
place they had so recently quitted. The leader of this party 
' drew up when he saw the wagon, which was also stopped in 
deference to his obvious wish to speak with them. 

There was something in the haughty, and yet easy air of the 
gentleman who addressed her companion, that induced Cecil to 
attend to his remarkB with more than the interest that is usually 
excited by the common-place dialogues of the road. Bis dress 
was neither civil, nor wholly military, though Md^ bearing had 
much of a soldier's manner. As he drew up, three or four 
dogs fawned upon him, or passed with indulged impimity be- 
tween the legs of his higlnbtooded charger, apparently indiffor- 
eat to the impatient r^ulses that were freely bestowed on ihm 
troublesome fiuniliarities. * 

** High discipline, by 1" exclaimed this dngulair iq)e<nmen 

of the colonial chieftains— *^I dare presume, gentlemen, you are 
fixHn the heights of Dorchester; and having walked the whole 
distance thither from camp, are disposed to try the virtues of a 
four-wheeled conveyance over the same ground, in a retreat !^ 

The young man rose in his place, and lifted his hat^ with 
marked respect, as he answered — 

** We are returning from the hill, sir, it isjjue ; but we mutt 
see our enemy before we retreat !" 

" A white cockade ! As you hold such rank, &ir, I presutne you 
have authority for your movements ? Down, Juno — down, slut !^ 

^ This lady was landed an hour since on th^d Point, from the 
town, by a boat from a king's ship, sir ; and I am ordered to see 
her in safety to the general of the right wing." 

** A lady I'* repeated the other, with singular emphasis, slowly 
passing Ms hand over his remarkably aquiline and prominent 
features ; ^ if there be a lady in the case, ease must be indulged 
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Will you down, Juno I" Turning his head a little aside, to his 
nearest aid, he added, in a voice that was suppressed only by 
the action — ^ Some trull of Howe's sent out as the newest specie 
men o^ loyal modesty ! In such a case, sir, you are quite right 
to use horses. I only marvel that you did not take six instead 
0^ two. But how oome we on in the trenohes f Down, you 
hussy, down 1 Thou shouidst go to court, Juno, and &wn upon 
his majesty's ministers, where thy sycophancy might purchase 
thee a riband I How come we on in the trenches !" 

^ We have broken ground, sir; and as the eyes of the royal 
troops are drawn upon the batteries, we shall make a work of it 
before the day shows them our occupation." 

^ Ah 1 we are certainly good at digging, if at no other paxt of 
our exerdses. Miss Juno, thou puttest thy precious life in jeop- 
ardy I — ^you will ? then take thy fate P' As he spoke, the im* 
patient chief drew a pistol from his. holster, and snapped it twice 
at the head of the dog, that still fawned upon him in unwitting 
fondness. Angry with himself his weainm, and the aniwd at 
the same moment, he turned to his attendants, and added, with 
tntter deliberation — ^ Gentlemen, if one of you will exterminate 
that quadruped, I promise him an honorable place in my finii 
dispatches to congi^ss, for the service !" 

A groom in attendance whistled to the spaniel, and probably 
saved the life of the disgraced favorite. 

The officer now addressed himself to the party he had de- 
tained, with a collected and dignified air, that showed he had 
recovered his self-possession, by saying-— 

'' I beg pardon, sir, for this trouble — ^let me not prevent you 
jfrom proceeding; there may be serious work on the heights 
before morning, and you will doubtless wish to be there.'' He 
bowed with perfect ease and politeness, and the two parties 
were slowly passing each other, when, as if repenting of his con- 
desoension, he turned himself in his saddle, adding, with those 
sarcastic tones so peculiarly his own — ^' Captain, I beseech thee 
have an especial care of the ladyP 
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With these words in his mouth, he clapped spurs U> his hoirae, 
and galloped onward, followed by all his train, gX the saioe im* 
petuousrate. 

Cecil had heard eadi syllable that fell, from the lips .<^ both 
in this short dialogue, and she felt a chill of. disappointment 
gathering about her heart, as it proceeded. When, they had 
parted, drawing a long, tremulous bk'eath, she . asked, in tones 
that betrayed f^ her feelifigs— 

" And is this Washington;?'* 

*^ HMtf" exclaimed her con^panion — ^ No, no,, madam, he is 
a very different sort of man I That is the gieat English officer^ 
whom congress has inade a general in our: anny« He is thought 
to be as great in the field, as he is uncouth in the dmwing-room 
-rye^i I will acknowledge that much in hia favor, though 1 
nev^r know how to understand him; he is so proudrr^ aup^ 
cilioQs— and yet, be is a great, friend of liberty P 

CecU piermitted the ofSoer fo reeoncfle theseenlingoontradio- 
tions in the character of his sup»k>iv in his own way, feeling 
perfectly reHeyed, when she undeirsti)od.it was. not the maa who 
could have any influence on bee own destiny. Hie drivjor now 
appeared anxious to recover. the lost time, a)i^ he tirg^ his 
horses over the ground with increased xltpidily. The remainder 
of their short drive to the vicinity of Bo^biuT* peaked in silence. 
As the cannonading was still maintained iridi e^ual wannth by 
both parties, it was hazarding too tnuch to pbuse th^mselyes in 
tihe line of the enemy's fii^ The ^oui^.mllQitl^emfQre, after 
finding a secure spot among the nneveli ground of the vicinity, 
where he might leave his charge in safety, proceeded by him- 
self to the point where he had reason . to betiere he should find 
the ofBcer he was ordered to seek. During his. short absence, 
Cecil remained in the wagon, an appalled listener, ajid ^ partial 
spectator of the neighbmng contest 

The Americans had burst their only mortar of ^izo, the |m)- 
ceding night; but they applied their cannon with unwearied 
diligence, not only in the face of the British intrenchments, but 



on the low land, across the edt^ary of the Charles ; and still 
forther to the north, m front of the position which their enemies 
held on the well-known heights of OharlestowiK In reti^iation 
for ihis attack, the batteries along the western side of the town 
were in a constant blaze of fitie, Whil^ those of the eastern 
continued to slumber, in total uncpnsbiou^ess 6{ the coming 
danger. 

When the <^cer returned, he rep()H^d thafl his search had 
been successful, land that he had been ^mmanded to conduct 
his charge into the presc^nce of the Aniierican commander-inr 
chiefl This ne# arrangement imposed the ne(sessi1y. of driving 
a few miles fiurther ; and as the youth began to regard his new 
duty with some impatience, he was in no htimot for delay. The 
route was drcuitous and safe, the foads good, and the dnyer 
diligent In consequence, withim the hour they passed the rirer, 
and Cecil found herself after so Idng an absence, once more ap^ 
proaching the ancient {Mrovincial seat of learning. 

The little village, though in the hands of fiiei;ids^ exhibited 
the inMible evidences of the presence of an irregular army. 
The biuldings of the University were filled with troops, and the 
doors of the different inns were thronged with noisy soldiers, 
wh6 were assembled ibr the inseparable purposes of revelry and 
My. The officer drove to one of the most private of these 
haunts of the unUiinking and idle, aiid declared his intentions 
to deposit his charge under its roo^ untU he could learn the 
pleasure of the American leader. Cecil heard his arrangements 
with little saias&ctioii ; btit, yieliMiig" to the necessity of the case, 
when ihiQ vehicle had stopped, she aMghted, without remon- 
strance. With her two attendants in her train, and preceded 
by the officer^ she passed through the noisy crowd, not only 
without insult) but without molestation. The different declaim- 
ers in the throng, and they were many, even lowered their 
clamorous voices as she approached, the men ^ving way, in 
deference for her sex; and she entered the building without 
hearing but one remark applied to herself, though a low and 

18 
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curious buzz of voices followed her footsteps to its very threshold. 
That solitary remark was a sudden exolamation, in admiration 
of the grace of her movements ; and, singular as it may seem, 
her companion thought it necessary to apologize for its rudeness, 
by whispering that it had proceeded from the lips of '* one of 
the southern riflemen ; a corps as distinguished for its skill and 
bravery, as for its want of breeding T 

The inside of this inn presented a very different aspect from 
its exterior. The decent tradesman who kept it, had so far 
yielded to the emergency of the times, and perlu^ also, to a 
certain propensity towards gain, as temporarily to. adopt the 
profession he followed ; but by a sort of implied compact with 
the crowd without, while he administered to their appieitite for 
liquor, he preserved most of the privacy ol his domestic arrange- 
ments. He had, however, been compelled to relinquish one 
apartment entirely to the service of the public, into which Cecil 
and her companions were shown, as a matter of course, without 
the smallest apology for its condition. 

There might have been a dozen people in the conunon 
room ; some of whom were quietly seated before its large fire, 
among whom were one or two females; some walking, and 
others distributed on chairs, as accident or inclination had 
placed them. A slight movement was made at the entrance of 
Cecil, but it soon subsided ; though her rich mantle of fine doth, 
and nlken calash, did not £sil to draw the eyes of the women 
upon her, with a ruder gaze than she had yet encoimtered from 
the other sex, during the hazardous adventures of the night. 
She took an offered seat near the bright and cheerful Uaze on 
the hearth, which imparted all the light the room contained, 
and disposed herself to wait in patience the return of her con-, 
ductor, who immediately took his departure for the neighboring 
quarters of the American chie£ 

^ lis an awful time for women bodies to journey in !'^ said a 
middle-aged woman near her, who was busily engaged in knit- 
ting, though she also b<»re the maiks of a traveller in her dresi 
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-^**rm Bure if I had thought there'd ha' been such contentions, 
I would nerer have crossed the Connecticut ; though I have an 
only child in camp !'* 

" To a mother, the distress must be great, indeed,'' said Cecil, 
"when she hears the report of a contest in which she knows 
her children are engaged." 

" Yes, Royal is engaged as a six-months'-man, and he is partly 
agreed to stay till the king's troops conclude to give up the 
town.** 

** It seems to me," said a grave looking yeoman, who occupied 
the opposite comer of the &eplace, ** your child has an unfit- 
ting name for one who fights agfdnst the crown !" 

"Ahjhe was so called before the king wore his Scottish 
Boot ! and what has once been solemnly named, in holy bap- 
tism, is not to be changed with the shift of the times ! They 
were twins, and I called one Prince and the other Royal ; for 
they were bom the day his present majesty came to man's 
estate. That, you know, was before his heart had changed, 
and when the people of the Bay loved him little less than they 
did their own flesh and blood." 

"Why, Goody," said the yeoman, smiling good-humoredly, 
and rising to ofier her a pinch of his real Scotch, in token of 
amity, while he made so free with her domestic matters — ^**you 
had then an heir to the throne in your own family ! The Prince 
Royal, they say, comes next to the king ; and by your tell, one 
of them, at least, is a worthy fellow, who is not likely to sell 
his heritage for a mess of pottage ! If I understand you. Royal 
is here in service ?" 

" He's at this blessed moment in one of the battering-rams 
in front of Boston-neck," retumed the woman ; " and the Lord, 
he knows, 'tis an awful calling, to be beating down the housen 
of people of' the same religion and blood with ourselves! but 
so it must be, to prevail over the wicked designs of such as 
would Kve in pomp and idleness, by the sweat and labor of 
their fellow-creatures." 
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The honest yeoman, who was somewhat more familiar with 
the terms of modem warfare than the woman, smiled at her 
mistake, while he pursued the convei-sation with a peculiar 
gravity, which rendered his humor doubly drolL . 

^ 'Tis to be hoped the boy will not weaxy at the weapon be- 
fore the morning cometh. But why does Prince linger behind^ 
in such a moment I Tarries he with his &ther, on the home- 
stead, in safety, being the younger bom V\ 

*^ No, no,^ said the woman, shaking her head in sorrow ; ^ he 
dv^ells, I trust, with our common Father, in heayeni Neither 
are you right in calling him the home^child. He was my first- 
bom, and a comely youth he grew to be I When the cry that 
the reg^aiB were out at Lexington, to kill and destrc^, passed 
through the country, he shouldered his musket, and came down 
^ith the people, to knew the reason the land, was stained with 
American blood. He was young, and full of ambition to be 
foremost among them who were wilHi^ to fight for their birth- 
rights ; and the last I ever heard, of him was in the midst of 
the king's troops on Breed^s. No, no ; his bocly never came 
off the hill I The neighbors sent me up the clothes he left in 
camp^ and 'tis one of his socks that Fm now footmg for his 
twill-brother." 

The woman delivered this simple explanation with perfect 
ftftlmtiftwa ; though, as shc advanced in the subject, hrgQ tears 
started from her eyes^ and, following each other down her 
cheeks, fell unheeded upon the humble garment of her dead 
son. 

^ This is the way our bravest striplings are cut o^ fighting 
with the scum of Europe T exclaimed the yeoman, with a warmth . 
that showed how powerfully his feelings were touched. " I hope 
the boy who lives may find occasion to revenge his brother's 
^eath." 

** God forbid ! God forbid T exclaimed the weeping mother — 
^ revenge is an evil passion ; and least of all would I wish a 
child of mine to go into the field of blood with so foul a breast 
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God has ^yen us this land to dwell in, and to rear up tamples 
and worshippers of his holy name ; and in giving it, be bestow- 
ed the right to defend it against all earthly oppression. If 
twas right for Prince to come, ^twas right for Jtoy^l to fol- 
low I" . 

^ I beliere I am improved in justice,' ' returned the tnan, look- 
ing around at the spectators with an eye that no longer teemed 
with a hidden meaning. *^ God bless you^ my good woman, 
and ieliyer you, with your remaining boy, and all of us, from 
the scourge which has beeniniOicted on the country for our sins. ' 
I go west, into ihe mountains, with the sun ; and if .1 can carry 
any word of comfort from you to the gokxl nian at home, it will 
not be a hill or two that shall hinder it" 

^ The same thanks to you for the oier, as if you did it, 
friend; my man would be light glad to see you at his settle- 
ment; but I sicken already with the nois^ andaiiirful sights of 
warfare, and shall not tany long after my son comes iortlt from 
the battle. I shall go down to Cragie's house in the morning, 
and look upon the blessed xnaTi whom the people ha\» chosen 
from Among themselves as a leader, and huhy back again; for 
I plainly see that this is not an abiding*plac6 for such as 1 1" 

^ You will then have to foUoiw hiin into the line of danger ; 
for I saw him, witMn the. hour, riding, with all: his followers^ 
towards the water-cdde ; imd I doubt not that this unuauat waste 
of atfiTiinmtion is intended for miora than we of- little wit; can 
guess." 

** Of whom speak you ?" Oedl inyoluhtarily asked. 

" Of whom sliould he speak, but of Washington ?" returned 
a deep, low yoice at her elbow, whose remarkable souiids in- 
stantly recalled the tones of t&e aged messenger of death, who 
had appeared ait the bedside c^ .her grindmoUier. Cabil started 
from her chaur, and sedoiled: seyeral paces from the person of 
Ralph, wiio Uood i^garding her with a, steady and seiurohing 
look, hiedleas of the observation they attractod« as well as of the 
number and quality of the spectators. 
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'* We are not strangers, young lady,** continued the old man ; 
^ and you will excuse me if I add, that the face of an acquaint- 
ance must be grateful to one of your gentle sex, in a place so 
unsettled and disorderly as this." 

"An acquaintance V* repeated the unprotected bride. 

" I said an acquaintance ; we know each other, surely,'^ re- 
turned Ralph, with marked emphasis ; " you will believe me 
when I add, that I have seen the two men in the guard-room, 
which is at hand." 

Cecil cast a furtive glance behind her, and, with some alarm, 
perceived that she was separated from Meriton and ihe stranger. 
Before time was allowed for recollection, the old man approached 
her with a courtly breeding, that was rendered more striking 
by the coarseness as weU as negligence of his attire. 

" This is not a place for the niece of an Ei^lish peer," he 
said; "but I have long been at home in this warlike village, 
and will conduct you to another residence, more suited to your 
sex and condition." 

For an instant Cecil hesitated ; but observing the wondering 
fiEices about her, and the intense curiosity with which all in the 
room suspended their several pursuits, to listen to each syllable, 
she timidly accepted his offered hand, suffering him to lead her, 
not only from the room, but the house, in profound silence. 
The door through which they left the building was opposite 
to that by which she had entered; and when they found 
tiiemselves in the open air, it was in a different street, and a 
short distance removed from the crowd of revellers already 
mentioned. 

" I have left two attendants behind me," she said, " without 
whom 'tis impossible to proceed." 

"As they are watdied by armed men, you have no choice 
but to share their confinement, or to submit to tibe temporary 
separation," returned the other, cidmly. "Should his ke^rs 
discover ihe character of him who led you hiAei; his fiite 
would be certain 1" p 
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. " His character l" repeated Cecil, again shrinking, from the 
touch, of the old man. 

^ Surely my words are plain ! I said his character. 1m he 
not the deadly, obstinate enemy of liberty? And think you 
these countrymen of ours so dull as to suffer one like him to go 
at large in their very camp f Ko, no/' he muttered, with a 
low, but exulting laugh ; " like a fool has he tempted his fate, 
and like a dog shall he meet it I Let us proceed ; the house 
is but a step from this, and you may summon him to your 
presence if you will." 

Cecil was rather impelled by her companion than induced to 
proceed, when, as he had said, they soon stopped before the 
door of a humble and retired building. An armed man paced 
along its front^ while the lengthened shadow of another sentinel 
in the rear was every half-minute thrown fax into the street, in 
confirmation of the watchfulness that was kept over those who 
dwelt within. 

^ Proceed,'* said Balph^ throwing open the oute^r ^oor, without 
hesitation. Cecil complied, but started «t encountering another 
man, trailing a mudcet, as he paced to and fro in the narrow 
passage that received her. Betwe^x^ this sentinel and Balph 
there seemed to exist a good understanding, for the latter ad 
dressed him with perfect freedom — 

"Has no order been yet received from Washington?" he 
asked. 

" None ; and I rather conclude, by the delay, that nothing 
very favorable is to be expected." 

The old man muttered to himself but passed on, and, throw* 
ing open another door, said — 

"Enter." 

Again Cecil comphed,. the door closing on her at the instant ; 
but before she had time to express either her wonder or hei 
alarm, she was folded in. the arms of her husband. 
50 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



**lBBheftOi4nil«tt 
O dMT aeeonnt I mj life is mjr fbe> debt^ 



*^ Ah I Lincoln I liocoln T cried tiie. weeping bride, g^ntljf 
extricating henelf from the loi^ embrace of Lionel, ^ai what 
a moment did you desert me T 

^ And Iiow have t been panished, love I « night of iceoxfy 
and a morrow of useless regrets I How early have I been niade 
to feel the strehgtih of those ties which unite us! — unless, in- 
deed, my own folly may have already severed them forever T 

^ l^ruant 1 I know you I ai^d shall hereafter weavo a wel^ with 
woman^s art, to keep you in my toils 1 ^If you love bM, Lionel, 
•slwoulii fiun ibeliev<e,-Ietallthopad6tbeforgott^* I ask— I 
ymk no ^^lanation. You have be^n deceived, and thi&t re- 
pentant eye assures me of your retumi&g reason.- Let u^ now 
speak only of yourself. Why do I find you thus guarded, more 
like a eriminal than an officer of the crown f* ' 

^They have, indeed, bestowed especial watchfulness on my 
safety.'' 

"How came you in their power! and why do they abuse 
their advantage!^ 

"Tis easily explained. Presimiing oh like tempestuonsness 
of the night — what a bridal was ours, Cecil I" 

" Twas terrible f she answered, shuddering ; then, widii a 
bright and instant smiley as i£ sedulous to idiase every a^fpettx- 
ance of distrust or care frc«n her countenance, she continued^- 
*^ but I have no longer faith in omens, Lincoln I or, if one has 
" '^n £^ven, is not the awful fulfilment already come T I know 
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tiot how you value the benedictions of a parting soul, Lionel, 
but to me.tJiere is holy eonsolalion in knowing that my dying 
parent left her bl^ng <chi our sudden umQn.^ 

Disregarding the hand ifi^di, with genlb earnestness, she 
had laid upon his shoulder, he walked gloomily away^ into a 
distant comer of the apartment. 1 ' 

" Cecil, I do loVe you, as yoii would &in believe,'? he said, 
^* and I listen readily to your wish to bury the past in oblivion. 
But I leate .my tale . unfinished. You know the night was such 
that none would choose, uselessly, to brave its fary> : I attempted 
to profit by the storm, and availing myself of a flag, which is 
regularly granted to the simpleton. Job Pray, I leR, the. town. 
Impatientrrrdo I say impatietitl-^bome along rath'eir by atem- 
pest of passions that mocked tiie feebler elements^ we ventured 
too much. Cecil, I wasnotalonieP . -* 

**I kaow it — ^I know it," she said, hurriedly, though, speaking 
barely above her breath : " you ventuired tod muchT— "- , 

^ And encountered a piquet that would tiot mistake a royal 
officer for an impoverished, though privileged idiot In* our 
anxiety we overlooked — ^believe me, dearest Cecil, that if you 
knew aU-r^the scene.!' had witnessed— ^ihe motives which 
urged — they, at least, tfould justify this strange and seeming 
desertion." 

"Did I doubt it, would I forget my condition, my recent loss 
and my. sex, to follow in 'the footsteps of one unworthy. of my 
solicitude r returned the bride, coloring as much widi innate 
modesty, as with th^t power of her cimottons. ^.Think not I 
come, with girlish weakness, to reproach you with any fancied 
wrongs. I am your wife. Major Lincoln ; and as such would I 
flterve yoo, at: a nioihent ^hBh. I £now all the. tenderness of the 
dd will most be needed. .At the altar, and in! the |H%s^ce of 
my Qod, have I a(^owIedged the 'sacred duty ; and shall I 
hesitate to disdiaig^: it because the eyes ^f anah are oh me f 

^ I shall gb mad !-rr-I shall go mad P cried lionel^ in ungov* 
emable mentd angtdsh, as He paced the fl6<>r, in violent disor* 
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der. ^ There are momcfntB vrhea I Uiink that the ourae, ivhiefa 
destroyed the father, has already lighted on the son !'' 

" Lionel I" said the Boft, soothii^ ToiQe of his companion, at 
his elbow, ^ is this to render me more ha^py — ^the welcome 
you bestow on the confiding girl who has committed her hap- 
piness to your keeping 9 I see you relent, and will be more 
just to us both — ^more dutiful to your God ! Now let us speak 
of your con&oement Surdy, you are not suspected of asy 
criminal designs in this rash visit to the camp of the Americans I 
'Twere easy to convince their leaders that you are innocent of 
so base a purpose." 

^ 'Tis difficult to evade the vi^ance of those who struggle 
tor liberty I" returned the low, calm voice of Ralph, who stood 
before them, unexpectedly. "^ Major Lincoln has too long listened 
to the counsels of tyrants and slaves, and forgotten the land ol 
his birth. If he would be safe, let him retract the error, while 
yet he may, with honor." 

" Honor P repeated Lionel, with unconcealed disdain — again 
pacing the room with swift and uneasy steps^ without deigning 
any other notice of the unwelcome intruder. Cecil bowed her 
head, and, sinking in a chair, concealed her iace in her small 
muff, as if to exclude some horrid and fearful sight ^m her 
view. 

The momentary silence was broken by the sound of footsteps 
and of voices in the passage, and at the next instant, the docn* 
of the room opening, Meriton was seen on its threshold, liis 
appearance roused Cecil, who, springing on her feet, beck- 
oned him away, with a sort of phrensied earnestness, exdaim- 
ing— 

" Not here 1 — ^not here 1 For the love of Heaven, not here !^ 

The valet hesitated, but, catdiing a gfimpse of his master, Us 
attachment got the ascendenisy of his resect 

^ Qod be praised for this blessed sight, Master Lionel I" he 
cried : ^^tis the happiest hour I have seen snce I lost ihe look 
at the shores of old England I If 'twas only at Bavenadiffis, or 
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m Soho, I should be the most contented fool in the three king- 
doms! Ah, Master Lionel, let us get out of this provlnoe, into 
the country, where there^is no rebels ; or any thing worse than 
King, Lords, and Commons P 

^ £nough now ; for this time, worthy Meriton, enough !" in- 
tempted Cecil, breiatbing with difficulty, in her eagerness to bo 
heard. ** Go — ^return to the inn — the colleges — anywhere — do 
but go P 

^ Don't send a loyal subject, ma'am, again among the rebels, 
I desire to entreat of you. Such awfol blasphemies, sir, as I 
heard while I was there 1 They spoke of his sacred majesty 
just as freely, sir, as if he had been a gentlemaa like yourself. 
Joyful was the news of my release I" 

^ And had it been a guard*-room on the opposite shore," said 
Etalph, ^the liberties they used with your earthly mcHiarch 
would have been as freely taken with the King of kings I" 

^ You shall remain, then," said Cecil, probably mistaking the 
look of high disdain whidi Meriton bestowed on his aged fellow- 
voyager, for one of a very different meaning — ^ but hot here. 
You have other apartments, Major Lincoln ; let my attendants 
be received there — ^you surely would not admit the menials to 
our interview I" 

" Why this sudden terror, love f Here, if not happy, you at 
least are safe. Go, Meriton, into the adjoining room; if wanted, 
there is admission through this door of communication." 

The valet murmured some half-uttered sentences, of which 
only the emphatic word "genteel" was audible ; while the di- 
rection of his discontented dye suffidently betrayed that Ralph 
was the subject of his meditations. The old man followed his 
footsteps, and the door of the passage soon closed on both, 
leaving Cecil standing, like a beautiful statue, in an attitude of 
absorbed thought. When the noise of her attendants, as they 
quietly entered the adjoining room, was heard, she breathed 
igain, with a tremulous sigh, that seemed to raise a weight of 
apprehension from her heart. 
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*^ Fear not for me, Cecil, And least of all for yourself" said 
Lionel, drawing hor to his bosom with fond soiickude : '^ my 
headlong rashn^ or rather that &tal batie to the happiness of 
my house, the distempered feeling whi€^ you mnst have often 
seen and deplored, has indeed led mei intp n se^iping danger. 
Bat I haye a reason for'my dondUQt^ winch, aycfwe^, sbjall - lull 
the suspicions of even our enemieis ic^ sleep." > 

^ I have no suspicions — ^no knowledge of any imperjfecliona*— 
no regrets, lionel; — ^noUung but the loost jirdent tMeh^for 
your peace of mind; and^ if I might «iq^Iain I-^-yea, now is a 
time — ^Lionel, kind, but fnwnt Lionel — ^ 

Hor woids xere interrupted; by Balph^ who app^ardd again 
in the room, with that noiseless step, whii^ in conjunct^; with 
hife great age and attenloatod frame, spmetimes gave to his move- 
ments and aspect the charaater <^ a-^b^ing siipeiior to the' attri- 
butes of humanity. On his-acm he bore an^ overcoat aad a 
hat, both of which Ceoi) reci(Qigbi«ed;at a gUuftce^aff th^ ^property 
of the unknown mim who had atfiended her person' throughout 
all the victssitiides of thatreinmtfDd night 

^ Seel'? said Balph, exlubitinia^ his; spcKUs wiih a gh«8t}yi but 
meiming smiley ^see in how many forms. Liberty iippear^ tci ai^ 
her votaries I Here is the guise in which she wil} now be oourt- 
ed ! Wear them, younglnat^ anid be free P 

^Believe him nolrr-listwinotv'* whispered Oeoil, while she 
shrunk from his approach vi undisguised terror: '^ nay, do 
listen^ but act. with caution r : 

^ Dost'thourdelay to receive th^ blessed boon of freedom, when 
offecod 9" demanded Balph. . ^ Wouldst thpu remain, a|i4 brave 
the angry justice .Of the American ohif^ and make ihf. wife, of 
a day, a vridoi^. for an age i" 

^ In what ms^er.am I to proifit by , this dress V\ said I^onel. 
*^ To submit to the degmdationr of a disgiMse, success should be 
certain.^ .r 

^ Turn thy haughty eyes, young man, on the picture of inno- 
cence and terror at thy side. For the sake of her whose fate is 
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fly— ^^oiotiier kniaute may. be too late.^ 

^ Oh I hesitatd not.AmoioeQt iQnger^ Lincoln,^ criisd Cecil, 
with a change of piiqK)Be aa audden aft thQ impulse' w^ft power- 
Mr ^^fly-^-leareiiJe; iny sex and station- will be--r' 

^^erer^^^ fuoA lA&miy casting the g^rm^t ^om hjim^ in coo* 
disdidn^ • ^ Onbe^ whoi Baath waa huay^ did I^ al»and!on thei^ ; 
bat, ere I do it agaiii, his Uow must fall on me I" 

« I ¥»T1 folk)#— I wiH jdn yoiu" 

^Tott diaM not part," aaid Ralph^ once more rsu^ng the re- 
jected eoat^ and lending hia aid to envelop the form of lionel, 
who atood paiBfiive under the united, efforts of his bride and her 
aged ii^tant. " Remain here," the: latt^ added, when, thcdr. brief 
task was ended, ^ and await the suminona :to freed<;>i|i. , And 
thou, sweet flower of innoc^oe and lov^ ioUow itnd -ahaiid in 
th(6 hondr of lib^rotiDg him who haa. estolated thee V* 

Cecil blui^ed: T^ith virgin shatne, at :^0 attength of liis et" 
prei^on^ but bowed hear head- in anient ;acquieseeiic^jto^to 
Proceeding to the doOTy he bedcdned ;her to iipproach, indioa- 
ting, by ail expreiisiVe. gesture, io Lionel, that he was to remain 
stationary. -WlieB Cecil 'had cbii&plSed, and tiiey were in the 
narrow passiftge of the building, .Riilph,^ inst»Eul of betraybig any 
apprehensioki of the* d^tioel who paced ' ata. kngth^jS^lef^sly 
approached, and addreised; him with Ihe cbnSdence 0f ; $ known 
friend*— ' •• • •••" ' ■ ■'• '.'..••. 

"Seef^ he said^ removing the ctdask from before the pale 
features of his companion, '^ how terror for the &te <>f her hus- 
band iias caused the good %hiid to weep 1 Bhe quits' hidx now, 
fiiend, witii one of keif Attendanta, ^hile>the other farries to 
adtninister to liis niastei^s wants. liook at her;, ia^ iioi a sweet, 
thbugk mourning partner,' to smocitk the path of alsOldi^'s 
•Kfe>' ' •• ■■'■ \ ■<■.'.' .^ .'[ .. 

The man seemed awkwanily sensible of; the nnusnal eharms 
that Ralph so ilneei^mofidovMfy^exhibiteld ito hia view ; aod :wk^e 
he stood in ad^airing embamussm^ti ashamed to gajie, and jTel 
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unwilling to retire, Cecal traced the light footsteps of the okl 
man entering the room occupied hy Meriton and the aiaraDger. 
She was still in the act of veiling her features from the eyes of 
the sentinel, when Balph reappeared, attended hy d figure mttf- 
fled in the well-known orercoat Notwithstanding the flopped 
hat, and studied concealment of his gait^ the heen eyes of the 
wife penetrated the disguise of her husband; and recollecting, at 
the same instant, the door of communication between the two 
apartments, the whole artifice was at once revealed. With 
trembling eagerness she glided past the sentinel, and pressed to 
the side of Lionel, with a dependence that might have betrayed 
the deception to one more accustomed to the forms <^ life, than 
was the honest countryman who had so recently thro^m aside 
the flail to carry a musket 

Ralph allowed the sentinel no time to delib^»te ; but waving 
his hand in^ token of adieu, he led the way into the street with 
his accustomed activity. Here they found themseltes in the 
presence of the other soldier, who moved to and fro, along the 
ullotted ground in fr(Mit of the building, rendering the watdi- 
fulness, by which they were environed, douUy embanassing. 
Following the example of their aged conductor, Lionel and his 
trembling companion walked with apparent indiflerence towards 
this man, who, as it proved, was better deserving of his trust 
than his fellow within doors. Dropping his musket across their 
path, in a manner which announced an intention to inquire into 
their movements, before he suflered them to proceed, he roughly 
demanded — 

^ How's this, old gentleman f you come out of the prisoners* 
rooms by squads 1 one, two, three; our English gallant might 
be among you, and there would stiU be two left 1 Come, come, 
old &ther, render some aooount of yours^^ and of your com- 
mand. For, to be plain with yoU, there are those who think 
you are no better than a spy of Howe^s, notwithstanding you 
are left to run np and down the camp, as you please; In pkdn 
Yankee dialect, and that's intelligible English, you .have been 
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eaught in bad componj of late, and there has been hard talk 
about shutting jou up, as well as your comrade." 

^ Hear ye that 9" said Balph, calmly smiling, and addressing 
himself to his companions, instead of the man whose interrog- 
atories, h6 was expected to answ^ — ^* think you the hirelings 
of the crown are thus alert ? Would' not ihe slaves be slewing 
the moment the eyes of their tyrants are turned on thdr own 
lawless pleasures I Thus it is with liberty. The sacred spirit 
hallows its meanest votaries, and elevates the private to all the 
virtues of the proudest captain P' 

^ Come, come," returned the flattered sentinel, throwing his 
musket back to his shoulder again, ^ I believe a man gains noth- 
ing by battling you with words. I should have spent a year 
or two inside yonder colleges to dive at all your meaning, 
lliough I can guess you are more than half right in one thing ; 
for if a poor fellow, who loves his country, and the good cause, 
finds it so hard to keep his eyes open on post, what must it 
be to a half"Starved devil on sixpence arday! Go along, go 
along, old father; there is one less g[ you than went in, and 
if there was any thing wroiig, the man in the house should 
know it I" 

As he concluded, the sentinel continued his walk, humming 
a v^se of Yankee-doodle, in excellent favor with himself and 
all mankind, with the sweeping exception of his country's 
enemies. To say that this was not the first instance of well- 
meaning integrity being caj<^bd by the jargon of liberty, 
might be an assertion too hazardous; but that it has been 
the last, we conscientiously believe, though no immediate ex- 
ample may present itself to quote in support of such heretical 
credulity. 

Ealph appeared, however, perfectly innocent of intending to 
atter more than the spirit of the times justified ; for, when left 
to his own pleasure, he pursued his way, muttermg rapidly to 
himself and with an earnestness that attested his sincerity 
When they had turned a comer, at a little distance fi-om anj 
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proflfling danger, he relaxed in his ihovements, and, suffering kis 
eager compamons to approm^ lie stole to the side. of lionel, 
and, clenching his hand fieroel j, he whirred, in a roice half 
choked by inward exnltatjon — 

** I have him now ; "he is no longer dangerons I Ay — ^ay — ^I 
have him dosefy watdhed'by the vigilance of three incoEruptible 
patriots T 

" Of whom speak you T demanded Lionel — "what is his of- 
fenccy and where is your oqydve ?" 

" A dog 1 a man in form, but a tiger in heart I Ay I but I 
have him I" the old man continued^ with a hollow lough, that 
seened to heave up from liis inmost soul~^"a dbg ; a veritable 
dog I I have him, and God grant that he may drink' the cup 
of slavery to ita dregs 1" . . r : 

''Old man,^' said Lionel^ firmly, "that I kcre followed yoii 
thus far on no unworthy errand, you best may testifyT^I- have 
forgotten the oath.: which, at the altar, I had sw^ to^ to- cherish 
this sweet ahd epotless bei^g at my side, at your mstigation, 
aided by the maddening circumstances of a momeni; but the 
delusion has already passed away 1 Here we part foreveor, unless 
your solemn and often-repeated promises are, on the instant, 
redeemed." 

The high exultation, which had bo lately rendered the emaci- 
ated countenance of Rialph hJdeou^y ghastly^ disappeared like a 
passing Shadow; and he listened to the wbtds of lionel with 
calm and seUled attention, fiut whelk hie woul<i have answered, 
he was mtemipted by Cecil, who uttered, in a voice nearly sup- 
pressed by her fearsr-* ■ ■ 

"Oh I delay not a moment! Let us proceed :aBiywliere> or 
anyhow even : now the pursuers may be on our trac^ I am 
strong, dearest Lionel, and will follow to the ends Of Kh^ einrth, 
soyottbutleadr 1 

* lionel; Lincoln j^ I. hiive not deceived thee 1^; said the old 
man, solemiily. '^Pvo^delhoe has Ure&df led Us 6ti: our in^y, 
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and a few minutes will bring lis to our goal — suffer, then, that 
gentle trembler to return into the village, and follow T 

^ Not an inch I" returned Lionel, pressing Cecil still closer 
to his side — *^ here we part, or your promises are fiilfiUed." 

*^Nay, go with him-^Oj** again whispered the being who 
clung to him in trembling, dependence. " This rery controversy 
may prove your ruin — did I not say I would accompany yon, 
Lincoln ?" 

" Lead on, then," said her husband, motioning Ralph to pro- 
ceed — " once again will I confide in you ; but use the trust with 
discretion, for my guardian spirit is at hand ; and remember, 
thou no longer leadest a lunatic T' 

The moon fell upon the wan features of the old man, and 
exhibited their contented smile, as he silently turned away, and 
resumed his progress with his wonted rapid and noiseless tread 
Their route still lay towards the skirts of the village. While the 
buildings of the university were yet in the near view, and the 
loud laugh of the idlers about the inn, with the frequent chal-; 
lenges of the sentinels, were still distinctly audible, their con- 
ductor bent his way beneath the walls of a church, that rose in 
solemn solitude in the deceptive light of the evening. Pointing 
upward at its somewhat unusual, because regular architecture, 
Ralph muttered, as he passed — 

^ Here, at least, Grod possesses his own, without insult P 

Lionel and Cecil slightly glanced their eyes at the silent 
walls, and followed into a small inclosure, through a gap in its 
humble and dilapidated fence. Here the former again paused, 
and spoke — 

"^ I will go no further," he said, unconsciously strengthening 
the declaration by placing his foot firmly on a mound of frozeo 
earth, in an attitude of resistance — '^ 'tis time to cease think* 
ing of self^ and to listen to the weakness of her whom I 
support I" 

^Think not of me, dearest Lmcoln— ^ 
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Cecil was interrupted by the voice of the old man, who, 
raising his hat, and baring his gray locks to the mild rays of the 
planet, answered with tremulous emotion — 

^ Thy task is already ended I Thou hast reached the spot, 
where moulder the bones of one who long supported thee. 
Unthinking boy, that sacrilegious foot treads on thy mother^s 
graver 
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CHAPTER XXXII 



** Oh, age has weary days, 

And nights o* sleepless pain I 
Thou golden time o* yonthfUI prime, 
Why eomHit tboa not again f* 

BiTRim. 



Tub stillness that succeeded this unexpected annuneiatiim \iras 
like the cold silence of those who slumbered on every side of 
them. Lionel recoiled a pace, in horror; then, imitating the 
action of the old man, he uncovered his head, in pious reverence 
of the parent^ whose form floated dimlv in his imagination, like 
the earliest recollections of infancy, or the imperfect fancies ol 
«ome dream. When time was given for these sudden emotions 
to subside, he turned to Ralph, and said — 

"And was it here that you would bring me, to listen to the 
sorrows of my fisanily ?" 

An expression of piteous anguish crossed the features of the 
other, as he answered, in a voice which was subdued to 
softness — 

"Even here — ^here, in the presence of thy mother's grave, 
shalt thou hear the tale P 

*'Then let it be here!" said Lionel, whose ey^ was already 
kindling with a wild and disor(kred meaidng, that curdled the 
blood- of the anxious Cecil, who watched its expression with a 
woman's solicitude. "Here, on this haUowed spot, will I listen, 
and swear the vengeance that is due, if all thy previous intima- 
tions should be just-^** 

** No, no, Bo-^Ksten not — ^tarry not P said Cecil, clinging to 
his «de in^ imctisgttised alarm : " Lincoln, you are not equal to 
ihh scene P 

* I am equal to any thing in such a x^ause." 
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* Nay, Lionel, you overrate your powers I Think only of your 
safety, now ; at another, and happier moment you shall know 
all — ^yes — I — Cecil — thy bride, thy wife, promise that all shall 
be revealed — *^ 

"Thoul" 

^ It is the descendant of the widow of John Lechmere who 
speaks, and thy ears will ^ot refuse the sounds," said Ralph, 
with a smile that acted like a taiint on the awakened impulses 
of the young man. *^ Go— thou art fitter for a bridal than a 
churchyard I" 

^ I have told you that I em equal to any thing,'' sternly an- 
swered Lionel ; *^ here will I sit^ cm this humble tablet, to hear 
all that you can titter, thotigb[ the rebel legions encircle me to 
mydeatbr ? 

"What I dar'st brave the avexted eye of one so^dear to thy 
heartF 

"All, or aty thing/' ^claiitied (he excited youtb, "with so 
pious an object." .! 

" Bravely answered ! and thy reward is .ni^^^nay, look not 
on the sjrren, or thou wilt relent" 

"My wife I" said Uonel, extending his hand^ kindly, towards 
the shrinking form (^ Cecil. 

"Thy mother I" interrupted Ralph, pointing with his .emaciated 
hand to the cold residence <^ the dead, 

Lionel sunk on the dilapidated grave-stone' to which he had 
just iJluded, and, gathering his icoAt .about him, he rested' an 
armu^xm his knee, while itis halid, supported his quivering chin, 
as if he wlsre desp^At^ly bent on: his ^pomy purpose^ The old 
man smiled with his t»ufd ghastly e^rpressi^oo, as he. witnessed 
this proof of his success, and he took a similar seat on the op- 
posite side of the grave, which seemed the fi^x^ of their comr 
mon interest Here he dropped his &oe between 1^ h^m^i^ and 
appeared ta muse, like one who was oc^eotiiig Ih tholigbts for 
the coming emergency. During UnA short and impr^yis ^^9^. 
Lionel felt the tremblii^ Ibnn of Cecil drawing to. his side; and 
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before his agned companion spoke, her tm\^iled and pallid coun- 
tenahoe was once more watching' the changes of his own features, 
in submissive, but imadous attention* 

^Thou knbwest abready^ Lionel Lincoln," commenced Ealph^ 
slowly raising his body to an upright attitude, '^how, in past 
ages, thy family sought these colonies, to find reli^ous quiet^ 
smd the peace of. the jtist. And tfapu also knowest, — for ofien 
did we beguitethe long watches of the night in discoursing of 
these things, while the never-tiring ocean was rolling its waters 
unheeded around, — how Death came into its elder braiich, 
wMch still dwelt amid the luxury and corruption of th^ English 
eouTt, and left thy &ther the heir of all its riches and honors.** 

"How much of this, is unknown to the meanest gossip in 
the province of Massachusetts Bay f '' interrupted the impatient 
LioneL 

" But they do not know, that^ for years before this aocumula^ 
tion of fortune actually occurred, it was deemed to be inevitable 
by the decrees of Providence ; they do not know how much 
more value the orphan son of the unjurovided soldier found in 
the eyes of those eveu of his own Uood^ by the expectation ; 
nor do they know how the w<»rldly-minded Priscilla Lechmere, 
thy flAth^'s aunt, would have compassed heaven and earth, 
to have seen that wealth, and those honors, to which: it was 
her greatest boast to claim alliance, descend jn the line of her 
own body." 

" But 'twas impossible I She was of the female branch ; 
Q^ther had she a son I** 

"Nothing seems impossible to thos^ on whose peace of mind 
the worm of ambition feeds— thou knowest well she left a grand- 
child ; had not that child a mother t** 

Lionel felt a painful convictioB of the' connection, as the 
trembling object of these remarks sunk her head in shame and 
sorrow on his bosoin, keenly alive to the justice of the character 
drawn of her deceased relative, by the mysterious being who 
had just spoken. 
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"' Grod forbid, that I, a Christian, and a gentleman," eontinaed 
the old man, a little proudly, ^^ should utter a sjUaUe to taint 
the spotless name of one so free from blemish as she of wIkhu 
I speak. The sweet child who dings to thee, in dread, lionel, 
was not more pure and innocent than she who bore h^. And 
long before ambition had wove its toils for the miserable Pris- 
cilla, the heart of her daughter was the property of the gal- 
lant and honorable Englishman, to whom in later years she was 
wedded«" 

As Cecil heard this soothing commendation of her more haor 
mediate parents, she again raised her face into the light of the 
moon^ and remained, where she was already kneeling, at the side 
of licmel, no longer an imeasy, but a dee^y interested listenter to 
what followed. 

'^ As the wishes of my unhappy aunt were not realized," said 
Maj<»r Lincoln, ^ in what manner could they affect the £iHi»mes 
of my father?" 

*^ Thou shalt hear. In the same dwelling lived another, even 
fairer, and, to the eye, as pure as the daughter of Prisoilla. She 
was the relative, the god-diild, and the ward of that iQiserable 
woman. The beauty, and seeming virtues of this apparent 
angel in human form, caught the young eye of thy fkthex^ and, 
in defiance of arts and schemes, before the long-eacpected title 
and fortune came, they were wedded, and thou wert bom, li* 
onel, to render the boon of Fate doubly welcome " 

"And then—" 

"And then thy father hastened to the land of his ancestors^ 
to claim his own, and to prepare the way for the reception of 
yourself and his beloved PrisciUa — ^for then there were two 
Prisdllas ; and now both sleep with the dead I All havii^ life 
and nature can daim the quiet of the grave, but I," continued 
the old man, glancing his hollow eye upward, with a look of 
hopeless misery. "I, who have seen ages pass since the blood 
of youth has been chilled, and generation after generation swept 
away, must still linger in the haunts of men I but 'tis to aid ic 
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tlie great work which commences here, but which shall not end 
antil a continent be regenerated." 

Lionel suffered a minute to pass without a question, in defer- 
ence to this burst of feeling ; but soon, making an impatient 
movement, it drew the eyes of Ralph once more upon him, and 
the old man continued — 

" Month after month, for two long and tedious years did thy 
father linger in England, struggling for his. own. At length he 
prevailed. He then hastened hither ; but there was no wife — 
no fond and loving Friscilla, like that tender flower that reposes 
in thy bosom, to welcome his return.'* 

•* I know it," said Lionel, nearly choked by his pious recol- 
lections — '*' she was dead." 

"• She was more," returned Ralph, in a voice so deep, that it 
sounded like ene speaking from the grave : "she was diahon(»red I" 

"T^ false I" 

"^ "lis true — ^true as that holy Gospel which comes to men. 
through the inspired ministers of Gk)d P . 

"- 'Tis &lse !" repeated Lionel, fiercely — " blacker than the 
darkest thoughts of the foul spirit of evil i" 

" I say, rash boy, *tis true ! She died in giving Inrth to the 
fruits of her infamy. When Priscilla Lechmere met thy heart- 
stricken parent with the damning tale, he read in her exulting 
eye the treason of her mind, and, like thee, he dared to cidl 
Heaven to witness that thy mother was de&med. But there 
was one known to him, under circumstances that forbade the 
thoi^hts of deceit, who swore — ay, took the blessed name of 
Him whoreads all hearts, for warranty of her truth ! — and she 
confirmed it** 

"The infamous seducer I" said Donel, hoarsely, his bo<ly 
turning unconsciously away from Cecil — " does he yet live t 
Give him to my vengeance, old man, and I will yet bless you 
for your accursed hist<^ P 

" Lionel, Lionel,'* said the soothing voice of his l»id% " do 
yon credit him f " 
67 
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** Credit him T add Ralph, with a honid, inward laugh, aa 
if he would deride the idea of iaccediiUty : >* all this muat he 
belieye, and morel Once again, weak girl, did thy grand- 
mother throw out her lores for the wedthy baronet^ and when 
he would not become her son, thea did she le^igoie, with the 
spirits of hell to compass his ruin. Revenge took place of am- 
bition, and thy husband's father was the Tictim I" . 

^ Say oh r cried Lionel, nearly ceasing to breathe in the in- 
tensity of his interest 

^The blow had out him to the heart; and, for a time, his 
reason was crushed beneath its w^ht Yet 'twas but far an 
hour, compared to the eternity a man is doomed to live I 
They profited by the temporary derangement, and when his 
wandering Acuities were lulled to quiet, he found himself the 
tenant of a madhouse, wh««, tot twenty long yeara, was he 
herded with the defooed images of his Maker, by the arts of the 
base. widow of John Leohmere." 

« Can this be true t Can this be true i" cried Lionel^ clasp- 
ing his hands wildly, and sprii^ging. to» his feet, with & violence 
that cast the tender form that sitill dung, to him, aside, like a 
worthless toy. ^ Can this be prdved t '. ^oWi knowest: thou 
these &6lsr 

The calm, but melancholy smile that was wont to light the 
wan features of the old man, when he alluded to his omtx ez- 
istfflioe, was once more visible, as he answ^sd— * 

^ There is but little hid from ihe ]pu>wledge acquired bj 
length of days. Besides, have I not secret means, of intelli- 
gence that iare unknown to thee t Remember what, in our fre- 
quent interviews, I hare revealed ; recall the death-bed scene of 
Priscilla Lechmere, and ask thyself if there be not truth in thy 
aged friend;" 

*^ Give me all I hold not back a tittle of thy aoeursed tale — 
give me all — or take back each syllable thou hast uttered l" 

^ Thou shalt have all thou askest, Lionel Lincoln,, and niore," 
returned Ralph, throwing into his manner and voice its utmost 
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powers of solemnity and persuasion — ^ provided thou wilt swear 
eternal hatred to that country and those laws, by which an in- 
nocent and unoffending man can be levelled with the beasts of 
the field, and be made to rave even at his Maker, in the bitter-* 
ness of his sufferings." 

** More than that — ^ten thousand times more than that^ will I 
swear : I will league with this rebellion — ^ 

** Lionel, Lionel, what is't you do ?'' interrupted the heart- 
stricken Cecil. 

But her voice was stilled by loud and busy cries, which 
broke out of the village, above the hum of revehy, and was in- 
stantly succeeded by the trampling of footsteps, as men rushed 
over the frozen ground, apparently by hundreds, and with head- 
long rapidity. Ralph, who was not less quick to hear these 
sounds than the timid bride, glided from the grave, and approach- 
ed the highway, whither he was alowly followed by his com- 
panions ; JAond utterly indifferent whither he proceeded, and 
Cecil trembling in every limb with terror for the safety of him 
who so little regarded his own danger. 

"' They are abroad, and think to find an enemy," said the old 
man, raising hi& hand with a gesture to command attention ; 
'^ but he has sworn to join their standards, and gladly will they 
receive any of his name and &mily I" 

** No, no— he has pledged himself to no dishonor," cried 
Cecil. " Fly, Lincoln, while you are free, and leave me to meet 
the pursuers — they will respect my weakness." 

Fortunately, the allusion to herself awakened lionel fr^m 
the dull forgetfulness into which his faculties had fallen. En- 
circling her slight figure with his arm, he turned swiftly from 
the spot, saying, as he ui^ed her forward— ;- 

^ Old man, when this precious charge is in safety, thy truth 
or falsehood shall be proved." 

But Ralph, whose unincumbered person and iron frtune, 
which seemed to mock the ravages of time, gave a vast siipe* 
riority over the impeded progress of the other, moved vmfdy 

19 
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ahead, waving his hand on high, as if to indiisate his intention 
to join. iQ the flighty while he led the way into die fields adjar 
oent to the churchyard they had quitted. ^ 

The noise, of the puisuerB soon became moce distinct, and, in 
the intervals of the distant cannonade, the cries and directions 
of those who conducted the chase were distincdj audible. Not- 
withstanding the vigorous arm of her supporter, pe<^ was soon 
sensible that her delicate frame was unequal to continue the.ex- 
ertions necessary to insure their safety. They had entered an- 
other road, which lay at no great distance ^m the first, when 
she piani^ and reluctantly de^ared her inability to proceed. 

^ The% h^re wiU w^ await our captorsy*? saui lioael, with 
fcuroed coneiposure ; ^ let; theirebeJs beware rhow they abuse their 
slight advantage P' 

The words were scarcely. ottered, when, a cart^dfawn by a 
doable -team, turned an angle in the highway n^ them^ and 
its driver appeared within a few feet- of ther spot ; where they 
stood. He was a man hx advanced in years, but still wielded 
his long goad with a dexterity which had hem ijx^>uted.by the 
practice of more than half a eentuiy. The nght of this man, 
alone, and removed from immediate aid, suggested a desperate 
thought for self-preservation to lipneV Quitting the mde of his 
exhausted companion, he advanced upoa lum.with an air so 
fierce, that it might have created alarm in one who had the 
smallest reason to apprehend any danger. 

^'Whither go you with that cartT: sternly demsinded the 
young man pn; the instant 

** Tq the Point," was the ready answer. " Yes^ yea— old and 
young — ^big and litdo-r-mei^ and cre'turs — ^four-wheels and two- 
wheels — every thing goes to the Pbint to-night^ as you can guess, 
friend I. Why," he continued, dropping one end of lus goad on 
the ground, and supporting himself by grasping, it with both his 
hands — "^ I was eighty-three the fourteenth of the last March, 
and I hope, God willing, that when the next birthday oomesi 
there won't be a red coat left in the town of Boston. To my 
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iiotioiif M'nd, they have held thd place long enough, and it's 
time to quit My boys are in the oaimp, soldiering a turn — the 
old woman has 1>eeii i» busy as a bee^ sin! sun-down, helping me 
to load up what you see, and I am carrying it over to Dorches- 
ter, and not a farthing shall it ever cost the congress f* 

^ And you are going to Dbrchester-nedc with your bundles of 
hayfV&aid Idonel^ ey^ng both bim and his passing team, in 
kiesHatibn whether to aikfeempt violence on one so infirm and 
helpless. 

^ Anan ! you moat speak up, soldier-^shion, as you did at 
first, for lam a little dea^'^ retursted the carter. ^Yes, yes, 
ihey spaired me^in the pires8,.£or they said I had done enough; 
but I Bay ii man >has never done enough for his own country, 
when any lihing is left to be :done. • Vm told th^ are carrying 
Qv^ &sh]nes,'a& ihey call 'em, and pi^essed-lilay, for tlieir forts. 
Aabay is/mbse ixi my fashi<»i than any other fashioii^ fve bun* 
died up a stout pile aJt ihere ; and if ih$t wont do, wiiy, let 
Washington come ; he is welcome to the bam, stacks and all P* 

* While you are so. liberal to the congress, can you help a 
Ibmale in di^ess, who would wish to go in the direction of your 
route, but is too feeble to wialkf? • 

^ Wiili all my hearty** said the other, turning round in quest 
of her whom he was desired to assist^^' I hope she is handy; 
for the night wears oix, avid I shouldn't like to have the llnglish 
send a bullet at our people on Dordiester hillsj befbre my hay 
gets there, ta help stop it" : 

, «< She shall not detain you an instant," said Lionel, sprin^ng 
to the place where Cecil stood, partly concealed by the fence, 
and supporting her to the side of the rude vehicle — ^'^ you shall 
be amply rewarded for this service." 

^ Reward ! Perhaps she is the wife or daughter of a soldier, 
in which ease she should be drawn in her. coach' and four, in 
stead of a cart and double team." 

' ^ Yes, yes — you are right, she is boih — ^the wife of one, and 
the daughter of another soldier." 
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" Ay ! God bless her ! I warrant me old Put was more tha& 
half right, when he said the women would stop the two ridge- 
ments, that the proud parliamenter boasted could march through 
the colonies, from Hampshire to Georgi'. Well, fri'nds, are ye 
situated T 

^ Perfecdy," said Lionel, who had been preparing seats for 
himself and Cecil, among the bundles of hay, and assisting his 
companion into her place during the dialogue — ^ we will detain 
you no longer." 

The carter, who was no less than the owner of a hundred acres 
of good land in the vicinity, signified his readiness ; and sweep- 
ing through the air with his goad, he brought his cattle to the 
proper direction, and slowly moved on. During this hurried 
scene, Ralph had continued hid by the shadows of the fence. 
When the cart proceeded, he waved his hand, and gliding 
across the road, was soon lost to the eye in the misly distance, 
with which his gray apparel blended, like a spectre vanishing 
in air. 

In the mean time the pursuers had not been idle. Voices 
were heard in different directions, and dim forms were to be 
seen rushing through the fields, by the aid of the deceptive light 
of the moon. To add to the embarrassment of their situation 
Lionel found, when too late, that the route to Dorchester lay 
directly through the village of Cambridge. When he perceived 
they were approaching the streets, he would have left the cart, 
had not the experiment been too dangerous, in the midst of the 
disturbed soldiery, who now flew by on every side of them. Li 
such a strait, his safest course was to continue motionless and 
silent, secreting his own form, and that of Cecil, as much as 
possible, among the bundles of hay. Contrary to all the just 
expectations, which the impatient patriotism of the old yeoman 
had excited, instead of driving steadily through the place, he 
turned his cattle a little from the direct route, and stopped in 
front of the very inn, where Cecil had so lately been oondncted 
by her guide from the Point. 
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Here the same noisy and thoughtless reveby existed as before. 
The arrival of such an equipage at once drew a crowd to the 
spot, and the uneasy pair on the top of the load became unwill- 
ing listeners to the conversation. 

" What, old one, hard at it for congress !" cried a man, ap- 
proaching with a mug in his hand ; " come, wet your throat, 
my venerable Father of Liberty, for you are too old to be 
a son I" 

** Yes, yes," answered the exulting farmer, " I am father and 
son, too ! I have four boys in camp, and seven grand'uns in the 
bargain ; and that would be eleven good triggers in one fiamily, 
if five good muskets had so many locks — ^but the youngest men 
have got a ducking-gun, and a double-barrel atween them, how- 
somever ; and Aaron the boy carries as good a horse-pistol, I cal- 
culate, as any there is going in the Bay ! But what an uneasy 
time you have on't to-night ! There's more powder wasted in 
mocking thunder, than would fight old Bunker over again, at 
• white o' the eye' distance !" 

" 'Tis the way of war, old man ; and we want to keep the 
reg'lars from looking at Dorchester." 

" K they did, they couldn't see far to-night But, now, do 
tell me ; I am an old man, and have a grain of cur'osity in the 
flesh ; my woman says that Howe casts out his carcasses at you ; 
which I hold to be an irreligious deception." 

** As true as the Gospel" 

^' Well, there is no calculating on the wastefulness of an un 
godly spirit I" said the worthy yeoman, shaking his head — " 1 
could believe any wickedness of him but that! As cre'turs 
must be getting scarce in the town, I conclude he makes use of 
his own slain ?" 

'* Certain," answered the soldier, winking at his companions : 
'^ Breed's hill has kept him in ammunition all winter." 

" lis awful, awful I to see a fellow-cre'tur flying though the 
air, after the spirit has departed to judgment ! War is a dread* 
fill calling ; but^ then, what is a man without liberty I" 
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''Hark ye, old gentleman, talking of flying, liave you seen 
any thing of two men and a woman, flying np the road as yon 
cameinr 

•'AnanT Tm a little hard oV hearings women, too! do 
they ahoot their Jezebels into our oanipf There is no wicked- 
ness the king's ministers won't attempt to circnmyent oar weak 
natuisr 

" Did you see two men and a woman, running away as you 
came down the road )" bawled the Mow in his ear. 

''Two I did yott say twoP asked the yeoman, turning his 
head a little on one sid^ in an attitude '. of sagaciouis musing. 

"Yes^ two men." 

" No^ I didn't see two. Eunning out of town, did you say P 

"Ay, running, as if the devil iras afier them." 

"No; I didn^t s^e two, nor anybody running away — ^it's a 
sartain sign of guilt to run away— ^is there aiiy reward ofifered ?" 
said the old man, suddenly interrupting himself and again 
communing with his own thoughts. 

"Not yet — ^tbey've just esG3q)ed.''^ 

"The surest way to catch a thief is to. offer a smart reward: 
no— I didn't see two men; you are sartain there was two?" 

" Push on with that cart I drive on, driTe on," cried a inounied 
officer of the quartermaster's department, who came scouring 
through the street lit that moment, awakening aH :the slumber- 
ing ideas of haste, which the old fanner had suffered to lie 
dormant so long. Once more flouriribing his goad, he put his 
team in motion, wishing the reveUers good-night as he pro- 
ceeded. It was^ however, long after he had left the Tillage, and 
crossed the Charles, before he ceased to make frequent and 
sudden halts in the highway, as if doubtful whether to continue 
his routo, or to return. At length he stopped the ctt-t, and, 
clambering up on the hayj he took a seat^ where with one eye 
he could regulate his cattle, and with the other examine his 
companions. This: investigation oontiiiued. another hour, neither 
party uttering a syllable, when the teamster appeared satisfied 
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Ibat his suspicioiis were unjust, and abandoned them. Perhaps 
the difficulties of the road assisted in dissipating his doubts ; for, 
as they proceeded, return carts were met, at every few rods, 
rendering his undivided attention to his own team mdispensable. 

Lionel, whose gloomy thoughts had been chased from his 
mind by the constant excitement of the foregoing scenes, how 
felt relieved from any immediate apprehensions. He whispered 
his soothing hopes of a final escape to Cecil, and, folding her in 
his coat, to shield her from the night-air, he was pleased to find, 
ere long, by her gentle breathing, that, overcome by &tigue, 
she was slumbering in forgetfiihiess on his bosom. 

Midnight had long passed when they came in sight of the 
eminences beyond Dorchester-neck. Cecil had awoke, and 
Lionel was already devising some plausible excuse for quitting 
the cart, without reviving the suspicions of the teamst^. At 
length a favorable i^ot occurred, where they were alone, and 
the formation of the ground was adapted to such a purpose. 
Lionel was on tha point of speaking, when Qhb cattle stopped, 
and Ralph suddenly appeared in the highway, at their heads. 

*^ Make room, fri'nd, for the oxen," said the fanneir— ^-^ dumb 
beasts won't pass in the face of man." • 

^Alight," said Balph^ secondihg his words with & wide 
sweep of his arm towards ihe fields. 

Lionel quickly obeyed, and, by the time the driver had de- 
scended also, the whole party stood together in the road. 

" You have conferred a greater obligation than you are aware 
of," said Lionel to the driver. " Here are fivft guineas." 

"For what? for riding on a load of hay a few miles?— no, 
no ; kindness is no such boughten article in the Bay, that a man 
need pay for it. But, fri'nd, mbuey seems plenty with you, for 
these difficult days I" 

" Then thanks, a thousand times — ^I can stay to offer you no 
more." 

He was yet speaking, when, obedient to an impatient 
gesture from Ralph, he lifted >C%cal over the fence, and in a 
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moment they disappeared from the eyes of the astonished 
farmer. 

" Halloo, fri'nd P' cried the worthy advocate for his country, 
running after them as fiist as old age would allow — *^ were there 
three of you, when I took ye iq> !" 

The fugitires heard the call of the simple and garrulous old 
man, but, as will easily be iinagined, did not deem it j«Tident to 
stop and discuss the point in question between them. Before 
they had gone far, the furious ciy of " Take care of that team !" 
with the rattling of wheels, announced that their pursuer was 
recalled to his duty, by an arrival of empty wagons; and, before 
the distance rendered sounds unintelligible, they heard the noisy 
explanation, which their late companion was giving to the others, 
of the whole transaction. They were not, however, pursued ; 
the teamsters having more pressing objects in view than the 
detection of thieves, or even of pocketing a reward. 

Ralph led his companions, after a brief explanation, by a long 
and circuitous path, to the shores of the bay. Here they found, 
hid in the rushes of a shallow inlet, a small boat, that Lionel 
recognized as the little vessel in which Job Pray was wont to 
pursue his usual avocation of a iBsherman. Entering it without 
delay, he seized the oars, and, dded by a flowing tide, he indus- 
triously urged it towards the distant spires of Boston. 

The parting shades of the night were yet struggling with the 
advance of day, when a powerful flash of light illuminated the 
haa^ horizon, and the roar of cannon, which had ceased towards 
morning, was again heard. But this time the sounds came from 
the water, and a cloud rose above the smoking harbor, announ- 
cing that the ships were again enlisted in the contest. This 
sudden cannonade induced Lionel to steer his boat between the 
islands ; for the castle, and southern batteries of the town, were 
all soon united in pouring out their vengeance on the laborers, 
who still occupied the heights of Dorchester. As the little 
vessel glided by a tall frigate, Cecil saw the boy, who had been 
bier first escort in the wanderings of the preceding night, stand* 
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iDg on its taffraU, rubbing his eyes with wonder, and staring at 
those hills, whose possession he had prophesied would lead to 
such bloody results. In short, while he labored at the oars, 
Lionel witnessed the opening scene of Breed's acted anew, as 
battery after battery, and ship after ship, brought their guns tc 
bear on the hardy countrymen, who had once more hastened a 
crisis by their daring enterprise. Their boat passed unheeded, 
in the excitement and bustle of the moment^ and the mists oi 
the morning had not yet dissipated, when it shot by the wharves 
of Boston, and, turning into the narrow entrance of the l^own- 
dock, it touched the land, near the warehouse, where it had so 
often been moored, in more peaceable times, by its simple 
master. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 



<«iroir «ndn a nobto k«Hti-eoo<l-iH8bti 

Bweet prince." 



LiONSL assisted Cecil to asoend the difficult water-stain, and, 
•till attended by their aged companion, they soon stood on the 
drawbridge that connected the piers which formed the mouth 
of the narrow basin. 

^ Here we again part,^ he said, addressing himself to Balph ; 
" at another opportunity let us resume your melancholy tale." 

^ None so fitting as the present : the time, the place, and the 
state of the town, are all favorable." 

Lionel cast his eyes around on the dull 'misery which per- 
vaded the neglected area. A few half-dressed soldiers and 
alarmed townsmen were seen, by the gray light of the morning, 
rushing across the square towards the point whence the sounds 
of cannon proceeded. In the hurry of the moment^ their own 
arrival was not noted. 

" The place — ^the time I" he slowly repeated. 

" Ay, both. At what moment can the friend of liberty pass 
more unheeded amongst these miscreant hirelings than now, 
when fear has broken their slumbers ! Yon is the place," he 
said, pointing to the warehouse, ^ where all that I have uttered 
will find its confirmation." 

Major Lincoln communed momentarily with his thoughts. 
It is probable that, in the rapid glances of his mind, he 
traced the mysterious connection between the abject tenant of 
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the adjacent building and the deceased grandmother of his 
bride, whose active agency in prodadng (he calamities o£ his 
family had now been openly acknowledged. It was soon ap* 
parent^ diat he wavered in his purpose; nor was he slo^ to 
decliureit 

"I will Attend you,'*lie said; f* for wko can say what the 
hardihood of the rebels maynext attempt; and fuiim occa- 
sions may be wanting. I will &st see this gentle charge of 
inine— " 

^ Lincoln, I cannotf^nmst not leave you,'' interrupted Cedi, 
with earnest fervOT : ^ go, listen, and learn all ; surely there can 
be nothing that a wife may not know P 

Without waiting tor further objection, Ralph, made a hurried 
gesture of compliance, and, tinnmg, he led the way, with his 
usual swift footsteps, into the low anid da^k tenement of Abigail 
Fray. Hie commotion 6i the town liad not yet reached this 
despised and neglected building, whidi was even more than 
ordinarily gloomy and still. As they picked thdr way, how- 
ever, among the scatto^d hemp, across the scene of ihe preced- 
ing night's riot; a few stifled groans proceeded from one of the 
towers, and directed them where to seek its abused and suffering 
inmates. On opening the door of this little apartment,, not only 
Lionel and Oecil paused, but even the immovable old man ap« 
peared to heatate, in wonder. 

The heart-stricken mother of the simpleton was seated on her 
humble stool, busied in repairing scane mean and worthless gar- 
ments which had, seemingly, been exposed to the wasteful care- 
lessness of her reckkss child. But while her fingers performed 
their functions with mechanical skill, ber contracted brow, work- 
ing muscles, and hard, dry eyes, betrayed the force of the men- 
tal suffering that she struggled to conceal Job still lay stretch- 
ed on his abject pallet, though his breathing was' louder and 
more labored than when we last left him, while Inis sunken fea- 
tures indicated the slow, but encroaching advances of the disease. 
Polwarth was seated at his side, holding a pulse, with an air oi 
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medical deliberation; and attempting, erery few moments,. to 
confirm his hopes or fears, as each preponderated in turn, hy 
examining the glazed eyes of the subject of his care. 

Upon a party thus occupied, and with feelings so much en* 
grossed, even the sudden entrance of the intmders was not likely 
to make any very sensible impression. The languid and un- 
meaning look of Job wandered momentarily towards* the door, 
and then became again fixed on vacancy. A gleam of joy shot 
into the honest visage of the captain, when he first beheld 
Lionel, accompanied by Cecil, but it was instantly chased away 
by the settled meaning of caie, which had: gotten the mastery 
of his usually contented expression. The greatest alteration 
was produced in the aspect of the woman, who bowed her head 
to her bosom, with a universal shudder of her frame, as Ralph 
stood unexpectedly before h^. But from her, also, the sudden 
emotion passed speedily away, her hands resuming their humble 
occupation, with the same mechanical and involuntary move^ 
ments, as before. 

'^ Explain this scene of silent sorrow T said Lionel to his friend 
— ^ how came you in this haunt of wretchedness ? and who has 
harmed the lad ?'' 

" Your question conveys its own answer. Major Dncoln," re- 
turned Folwarth, with a manner so deliberate, that he refrised 
to raise his steady look from the face of the sufferer — ** I am 
here, because they are wretched I" 

" The motive is commendable ; but what wleth the youth ?" 

** The functions of nature seem suspended by some remark^ 
able calamity. I found him suffering from inanition, and not 
withstanding I applied as hearty and nutritious a meal as tho 
strongest man in the garrison could require, the symptoms, as 
you see, are strangely threatening !" 

" He has taken the contagion of the town, and you have fed 
him, when his fever was at the highest ?* 

*^ la smJEkll-pox to be considered more than a symptom, when 
a man has the damnable disease of starvation ! Go to — go to^ 
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Leo ; you read the Latin poets so much at the schools, that no 
leisure is left to bestow on the philosophy of nature. There is 
an inward monitor, that teaches every child the remedy for 
hunger." 

Lionel felt no disposition to contend with his friend on a 
point where the other's opinions were so dogmatical, but, turn- 
ing to the woman, he said — 

** The experience of a professional nurse should have taught 
you, at least, more care.'* 

" Can experience steel a mother to the yearnings of her off- 
spring for food ?" returned the forlorn Abigail. " No, no — the 
ear cannot be deaf to such a moaning, and wisdom is as folly 
when the heart bleeds.*' 

" Lincoln, you chide unkindly," said Cecil — ** let us rather at 
tempt to avert the danger, than quarrel with its cause." 

"It is too late — it is too late," returned the disconsolate 
mother; "his hours are abeady numbered, and death is on 
him. I can now only pray, that God will lighten his curse, and 
suffer the parting spirit to know his Almighty power." 

" Throw aside these worthless rags," said Cecil, gently at- 
tempting to take the clothes, " nor fatigue yourself longer, at 
such a sacred moment, with unnecessary labor." 

"Young lady, you little know a mother's longings; may you 
never know her sorrows ! I have been doing for the child these 
seven-and-twenty years ; rob me not of the pleasure, now that 
so little remains to be done." 

" Is he, then, so old !" exclaimed Lionel, in surprise. 

" Old as he is, 'tis young for a child to die ! He wants the 
look of reason : Heaven, in its mercy, grant that he may be 
found to have a face of innocence f 

Hitherto Ralph had remained where he first stood, as if riv- 
eted to the floor, with his eyes fastened on the countenance of 
the sufferer. He now turned to Lionel, and, in a voice ren- 
dered even plaintive by his deep emotion, he asked the simple 
question — 
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^WiUhedie!'* 

^ I fear it—that look is' not ^\j to be nifltakeiu'' 

"With a step 80 light that it vas inaudible, the oid man moved 
to the bed, and seated himself on the side, opposite to Pciwarth. 
Without Tegatding the wond^ng look of Uie captain, he 
waved his hand on high, as if ta exhort to siienoe, and then 
gazing on the features of the sick, -with nielajich<dy int^rert^ he 
said — 

^ Here, then, is death again ! None ale so young' as to be 
unheeded ; 'tis only the old that cannot die. Tell me, Job, 
what seest thou in the visions of thy mind — ^the unknown places 
of the damned, or the brightness of such as stand in presence 
of their God r 

At the well-known sound of his voice, the glased eye of the 
simpleton lighted with a ray of reason, and was turned towards 
the speaker, once more, teeming iHth a look of meek assurance. 
The rattling in his throat, for a moment, in<»eased, atid then 
ceased entirely; when a voice so deep, that it appeared to «sue 
from the depths of his chest, was heard, saying — 

^ The Lord won't harm him who never haraied the creatures 
of the Lord!" 

** Emperors and kings, yea, the great of the earth, might «nvy 
thee thy lot, thou unknown child of wretchedness 1** returned 
Ralph. *' Not yet thirty years of probation, and ab^y thou 
throwest aside the clay! Like thee did I grow to manhood, 
and learn how hard it is to live; but like thee I cannbtdie! 
Tell me, boy, dost thou enjoy the freedom of the spirit^ esc hast 
thou still pain and pleasure in the flMi f D>06t see beybi«d the 
tomb, and trace thy route through the pathless air, or is aH yet 
hid in the darkness of the grave V* 

'' Job is going where the Lord has hid h» -reason," answered 
the same hollow voice as before: •* his prayers won't be fo(di^ 
Any longer.** 

^ Pray, then, for one aged and forlorn; whohasboriie the 
burden of life till Death has forgotten him, and who wearies ^of 



■the things of earth, when all is treaoheTy and sin. . But 8taj ; 
depart not till thj spirit can bear the signs of lepentuice frona 
yon sinful woman into the regions of day;^ 

Ab%aii- groaned alood y her hands again refused their occup»> 
tion^and her head once more sunk on her bosom in abject misery. 
From this posture of self-abasement and grie^ the woman raised 
herself to her fecft, and, putting teide the careless tretees of dark 
hair, which, though here and there ^treak^ with gray, retained^ 
much of their youthful glo§s, she looked about h^ with a &ce 
so hazard, and eyes so full of meaning, that the common at- 
teatioB was instantly attracted to her movements. 

^The time has come, and ndlther fear nor shame shall longer 
tie my tongue," she said. " The hand of Proyidenca is too 
manifest in this aasemblage around the deaih-bed of that boy, 
to be unheeded. Major lincoln, in that stricken and helplefls 
child, you see one who shares your blood, though he has ^ver 
been a stranger to your happiness. Job is your lurother T 

^ Grief has maddened her T' exclaimed the anxious Cecil : 
^ she knows not what she utters.'* 

""I^trueP said the cahn tones of Ralph. 
. " Listen,** continued Abigail : " a terrible witness, sent luther 
by Heaven, speaks to attest I tell no lie. The secret of my 
transgression is known to him, when I had thought it buried in 
the afEection of one only who owed me eyery thing." 

^ Woman P said Lionel, ^ in attempting to deceive me, you 
deceire youseelf. Though, a voice from heaven should declare 
the troth of thy danmable tale, still would I deny that fpul ob- 
ject being the diild of my beauteous mother,'* 

'' Foul and wretched as *you see him, he is the ofispriug of 
one not less flair, though £ir leas fortunate, than thy own boasted 
parent, proud dhUd of prosperity I Call on heaven aS thou wilt, 
with that blasphemous tongue, he is no less thy brother, and 
the elder bom.** 

« 'lis tme*— 'tis true— *tis most solemnly a truth I" repeated 
the unmoved and aged sti^anger, 
58 
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'^It cannot beP cried CeciL ''Lincoln, credit them not; 
ihej ccmtradict thenuelTee.'' 

^ Out of thy own month will I find reasons to convince you,^ 
said Abigail. **^ Hast thon not owned the influence of the son 
at the altar t Why should one rain, ignorant, and young as I 
was, be insensible to the seductions of the fiither f* 

''The child is, then, thine T exclaimed Lionel, once more 
breathing with freedom. " Proceed with thy tale ; you con- 
fide it to friends." 

" Yes — ^yes,^ cried Abigail, clasping her hands, and speaking 
with bitter emphasis : " you have all the consolation of proving 
the difference between the guilt of woman and that of man ! 
Major Lincoln, accursed and polluted as you see me, thy own 
mother was not more innocent nor fair, when my youthful 
beauty caught thy father's eye. He was great and powerful, 
and I xmknown and frail : yon miserable proof of our transgres- 
sion did not appear, until he had met yoiur happier mother.'' 

" Can this be so ?" 

" The holy Gospels are not more true T' murmured Ralph. 

"And my father! did he — could he desert thee in thy 
need?" 

" Shame came when virtue and pride had been long forgot- 
ten. I was a dependent of his own proud race, and opportuni- 
ties were not wanting to mark his wandering looks and grow* 
ing love for the chaste Piisdlla. He never knew my state. 
While I was stricken to the earth by the fruits of guilt, he 
proved how easy it is for us to forget, in the days of prosperity, 
the companions of our shame. At length, you were bom; 
and, unknown to him, I received his new-bom heir from the 
hands of his jealous aunt What accursed thou^ts beset me 
at that bitter moment ! But, praised be God in heaven, they 
passed away, and I was spared the sin of murder I" 

" Murder r 

" Even of murder. You know not the desperate thoughts 
the wretcned harbor for relief! But opportunity was not long 
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wanting, and I enjoyed the momentary, hellish pleasure of re' 
yenge. Your father went in quest of his rights, and disease 
attacked his beloved wife. Yes, foul and unseemly as is my 
wretched child, the beauty of thy mother was changed to a look 
still more hideous I Such as Job now seems, was the injured 
woman on her deathbed. I feel all thy justice, Lord of power, 
and bow before thy will 1" 

" Injured woman I** repeated Lionel, " say on, and I will bless 
theer 

Abigail gave a groan, so deep and hollow, that, for a mo* 
ment, the listeners believed it was the parting struggle of the 
spirit of her son, and she sunk, helplessly, into her seat^ again 
concealing her features in her dress. 

"Injured woman T* slowly repeated Ralph, with the most 
taunting contempt in his accents — *^ what punishment does not 
a wanton merit ?" 

" Ay, injured P cried the awakened son — ^ my life on it, thy 
tale, at leasts is false." 

The old man was silent, but his lips moved rapidly, as if he 
muttered an incredulous reply to himself while a scornful smile 
cast its bright and peculiar meaning across the wasted linea- 
ments of his face. 

" I know not what you may have heard from others,^ con- 
tinued Abigail, speaking so low that her words were nearly lost 
in the difficult and measured breathing of Job — "but I call 
Heaven to witness, that you, now, shall hear no lie. The laws 
of the province commanded that the victims of the foul distem- 
per should be kept apart, and your mother was placed at the 
mercy of myself^ and one other, who loved her still less than I.'^ 

" Just Providence ! you did no violence 1" 

" The disease spared us such a crime. She died in her new 
deformity, while I remained a looker-on, if not in the beauty of 
my innocence, still free from the withering touch of scorn and 
want. Yes, I found a sinful bat flattering consolation in that 
thought ! Vain, weak, and foolish as I had been, never did I re* 
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gard my own fresh beauty with half the isward pleasure that ] 
looked lipon the foulness of my rival. Your aunt, toO' — she w«|i 
not without the instdgataooos of tb^ worker of mischi^.'* 

^ Speak only of my mother,- ' interrupted the impatient Lio- 
nel—" g£ my aunt I already know the whole.** 

"Unmoved and calculating bH she. wiis, how little did she 
understtuid good from evil 1 She eren thought to crack the 
heart-strings^ and render whole, hy her W0ak inventions, that 
which the power of God could only create. The gentle spirit 
of thy mother had hardly departed, before a vile plot was 
hatched to destroy the purity of her fame. Blinded fods that 
we were I She thought to lead by her soothing arts, aided by 
his wounded affections, the husband to the feet of her own 
daughter, the innocent mother of her who stands beside thee ; 
and I was so vain as to hope, that, in time, justice and my boy 
might plead with the father and seducer, arfd raise me to the 
envied station of her whom I hated." 

"And this foul calumny you repeated, with all it» basest 
coloring, to my abused &ther f 

" We did — ^we did ; yes, God, he know^ we did I and whet 
he hesitated to believe, I took the holy evangelists as witnesses 
of my truth T 

"And he," said Lionel, nearly choked by his emotione-f •• he 
beBeved it T 

" When he heard the solemh oath of ofi% who&e whple guilty 
he thought^ lay in heir ijreakness to himciel^ he did. As we 
listened to his terrible denunciations, $nd saw the frown which 
darkened his manly beauty, we both thought we had Bucceeded^ 
But how little did we know tihe difference between rooted pas- 
sion and passing inclination ! The heart wfe thought to alienate 
from ita dead partner, wa destroyed ; atd the reason we don- 
spired to deceivie, was maddened I" \ 

When her voice ceased, so profound a sileiioe reigned in the 
{dace, that the roar of the distant oannonade spu|ided. dose at 
hand, and even the low mutmtirii of the excited town swept Iff 
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like the whisperings of the wind. Job suddenly ceased to 
l»^eaihe, as though his spirit had only lingered to hear the con- 
feasion of his mother; and Folwarth dropped the arm of the 
dead simpleton, unconacious of the interest he had so lately 
taken in his fate. In the midst of this deathlike stillness^ the 
old man stole from the side of the body, and stood before the 
self-condemned Abigail, whose form was writhing under her 
mental anguish. Crouching more like a tiger than a man, he 
sprang upon her, with a cry so sudden, so wild, and so horrid, 
that it caused all within its hearing to shudder with instant 
dread. 

" Beldame 1" he shouted, ^ I have thee now ! Bring hither 
the book ! the blessed, holy word of God ! Let her swear, lei 
her swear 1 Let her damn her perjured soul, in hnpiou9 

oaths r— ':..■-■ 

^ Monster ! release the woman TV cried lionel, adraneing to 
the assistance of the struggling penitent; ''thou too, hoary- 
headed wretch, hast deceired me !" 

" Lincoln I Lincoln !" shrieked Cecil, " stay that unnatural 
hand 1 you raise it on thy father P 

Lionel staggered back to the wall, where he stood motionless, 
and gasping ior breath. Left to work his own frantic will, the 
maniac would speedily have terminated the sorrows of thd 
wretdied woman, had not the door been buist open with a 
crash, and the stranger, who waa left, by the Ountiing <>f the 
madman/ in the custody 'of ihe Americans, rushed, to: the 
rescue. 

"I know your yell, iny gentle bflffohetr cried the aroused 
keeper, fot such in truth he was, ^ and I have a mark for joux 
malice, which would have gladly. had me hung! But I hare 
not followed you from kingdom to kingdom — from.Eun^ to 
America— to be cheated by a lunatic Y* 

It was i^pamnt) by the lowering IcK^ of the fellow, how 
deeply he resented ihe danger he had just escaped, aa he sprang 
forward to seize his prisoner* Balph abandoned his hold ihe 
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instant this liated object appeared, and he darted upon the 
breast of the other with the undaunted fury that a lion, at hsLj, 
would turn upon its foe. The struggle was fierce and obstinate. 
Hoarse oaths, and the meet savage execrations, burst from the 
incensed keeper, and were blended with the wildest ravings of 
madness from Ralph. The excited powers of the maniac at 
length prevailed, and his antagonist fell under their irresistible 
impulse. Quicker than thought^ Ralph was seen hovering on 
the chest of his victim, while he grasped his throat with fingers 
of iron. 

^ Vengeance is holy 1" cried the maniac, bursting into a 
shout of horrid laughter, at his triumph, and shaking his gray 
locks till they flowed in wild confusion aroimd his glowing eye- 
balls ; " Urim and Thummim are the words of glory 1 Liberty 
is the shout ! Die, damned dog ! die like the fiends in dark- 
ness, and leave freedom to the air !" 

By a mighty efibrt, the gasping man released his throat a 
little from the gripe that nearly throttled him, and cried, with 
diflSculty— 

** For the love of heavenly justice, come to my aid ! — ^will 
you see a man thus murdered !" 

But he addressed himself to the sympathies of the listeners 
in vain. The females had hid their faces, in natural horror ; 
the maimed Polwarth was yet without hia artificial limb ; and 
Lionel still looked upon the savage fray with a vacant eye. At 
this moment of despair, the hand of the keeper was seen 
plunging with violence into the side of Ralph, who sprang upon 
his feet at the l^rd blow, laughing immoderately, but with 
sounds so wild and deep, that they seemed to shake his inmost 
soul. His antagonist profited by the occasion, and darted from 
the room with the headlong precipitation of guilt 

The countenance of the maniac, as he now stood, struggling 
between life and death, changed with each fleeting impulse. 
The blood flowed freely frx>m the wounds in his side, and, as th« 
fiital tide ebbed away, a ray of passing reason lighted his pallid 
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and ghastly features. His inward laugh entirely ceased. The 
glaring eyeballs became stationary; and his look, gradually 
softening, settled on the appalled pair, who took the deepest 
interest in his welfare. A calm and decent expression possessed 
those lineaments which had just exhibited the deepest marks 
of the wrath of God. His lips mored in a vain effort to speak ; 
and, stretching forth his arms in the attitude of benediction, 
like the mysterious shadow of the chapel, he fell backward on 
the body of the lifeless and long-neglected Job, himself perfectly 
dead. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

*I s»w Mi i«ed man opon his bfer, 
Blft hair was thin and whtta, and on his brow 
A iisoord of the cares of many a jear ; 
Cares that were ended and forgotten now. 
And there was sadnesa roond, and faces bow^d, 
And womanls tears fell IhMt, and ohlldren waU'd aload.* 

As the day advanced, the garrison of Boston was put in mo- 
tion. The same bustley the same activity, the same gallant 
bearing in some, and dread reluctance in others were exhibited, 
as on the morning of the fight of the preceding summer. The 
haughty temper of the royal commander could ill brook the 
bold enterprise of the colonists ; and, at an early hour, orders 
were issued to prepare to dislodge them. Every gun that could 
be brought to bear upon the hills, was employed to molest the 
Americans, who calmly continued their labors, while shot were 
whistling around them on every side. Towards evening a large 
force was embarked, and conveyed to the castle. Washington 
appeared on the heights, in person, and every military evidence 
of the intention of a resolute attack on one part, and of a stout 
resistance on the other, became apparent. 

But the fatal experience of Breed's had taught a lesson that 
was still remembered. The same leaders were to be the princi- 
pal actors in the coming scene, and it was necessary to use tho 
remnants of many of the very regiments which had bled so 
freely on the former occasion. The half-trained husbandmen of 
the colonies were no longer despised ; and the bold operations 
of the past winter had taught the English generals that, as 
Boboidination increased among their foes, their movements were 
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conducted with' a more vigorous direction of their numbei'& 
The day was accordingly wasted in preparations. Thousands 
of men slept on their arms that nighty in either army, in the 
expectation of rising, on the following mornings to be led to the 
field of slaughter. 

It is not improbable, from the tardiness of their movements, 
that a large majori^ <^ the royal forces did. not regret the pi'o- 
vidential interpositioii, which certainly saved them torrents of 
blood, and, not improbably, the ignominy of a defeat One of 
the sudden tempests of the cHmate arose in the darkness, driv- 
ing before it men and beasts, to seek protection, la their imbe> 
cility, from the more powerful warring of the elements. The 
golden moments were lost ; and, after enduring so many priva- 
tions, and expending so many lives in vai% Howe e^lenly oom-f 
menced his arrangements to abandon a town, on which the Eng- 
lish ministry had, for years, lavished their indigiQ^tio% with all 
the acrimony, and, as it now seemed, with the impotency of a 
blind revenge. 

To carry into effect this sudden .and necessary determin^on, 
was not the work of an hour. As it was. the deeare of the 
Americans, however, to receive their towur back again as little 
injured as poauble, they forbore to push the advantfige they 
possessed, by occupying those heights, which, in a gre^t measure, 
commanded the anchorage, as well as a new and ^vulnerable face 
of the defences of the king's army. Wl^ile the Bcmblance oi 
hostilities was maintiaiyied by an irregular and impoten|i cannon- 
ade, conducted with so little spirit as to wear the appearance of 
being intended only to amuse, one side was diligently occupied 
in. preparing to depart, and the other was passively awaiting the 
moment when they might peaceably repossess their own. It is 
unnecessary to remind the reader, that the entire command <^ 
the sea, by the British, would have rendered any serious attempt 
to arrest their movements, perfectly futile. 

In this manner a week was passed afler the tempest had 
abated — the place exhibiting, throughout this period, all the 
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hurr]? And bustle, the joy and distress, that such an unlooked-for 
event was likely to create. 

Towards the close of one of those busy and stirring days, a 
short funeral train was seen issuing from a building, which had 
long been known as the residence of one of the proudest families 
in the province. Above the outer' door of the mansion was sus- 
pended a gloomy hatchment, charged with the ' courant' deer 
of Lincoln, endrcled by the usual mementoes of mortality, and 
bearing the rare symbol of the * bloody-hand.' This emblem of 
heraldic grief, which was never adopted in the provinces, except 
at the death of one of high importance, a custom that has long 
since disappeared with the usages of the monarchy, had caught 
the eyes of a few idle boys, who alone were sufficiently unoc- 
cupied, at that pressing moment, to note its exhibition. With 
the addition of these truant urchins, the melancholy procession 
took its way towards the neighboring churchyard of the King's 
Chapel. 

The large bier was covered by a pall so ample, that it swept 
the stones of the threshold, while entering into the body of the 
church. Here it was met by the divine we have had occaaon 
to mention more than once, who gazed, with a look of strange 
interest at the solitary and youthM mourner that closely fol- 
lowed in his dark weeds. The ceremony, however, proceeded 
with the tisual solenmity, and the attendants slowly moved 
deeper into the sacred edifice. Next to the young man came 
the well-known persons of the British commander-in-chie^ and 
of his quick-witted and favorite lieutenant. Between them 
walked an officer of inferior rank, who, notwithstanding his 
maimed condition, had been able, by the deliberation of the 
march, to beguile the ears of his companions, to the very mo- 
ment of meeting the clergyman, with some tale of no little in- 
terest, and great apparent mystery. The remainder of the train, 
which consisted only of the &mily of the two generals and a 
few menials, came last, if we except the idlers, who stole curiously 
in their footsteps. 



LIONEL LINCOLN. 457 

WLen the service was ended, the same private commuuiea- 
lion was resumed between the two chieftains and their com- 
ptmion, and continued until they arrived at the open vault, in a 
distant comer of the inclosure. Here the low conversation 
ended ; and the eye of Howe, which had hitherto been riveted 
in deep attention on the speaker, began to wander in the direo- 
lion of the dangerous hills occupied by his enemies. The in- 
terruption seemed to have broken the charm of the secret con- 
versation ; and the anxious countenances of both the leaders 
betrayed how soon their thoughts had wandered from a tale <if 
great private distress, to their own heavier cares and duties. 

The bkr was placed before the opening, and the assistants of 
the sexton advanced to perform their office. When the pall 
was removed, to the evident amazement of most of the specta- 
tors, two coffins were exposed to view. One was clothed in 
black velvet, studded with silver nails, and ornamented after the 
richest fashions of human pride, while the other lay in the sim- 
ple nakedness of the clouded wood. On the breast of the first 
rose a heavy silver plate, bearing a long inscription, and deco- 
rated with the usual devices of heraldry ; and on the latter wera 
Fimply carved on the lid the two initial letters J. P. 

The impatient looks of the English generals intimated to Dr. 
Liturgy the value of every moment, and in less time than we 
consume in relating it^ the bodies of the high-descended man of 
wealth, and of his nameless companion, were lowered into the 
vault, and left to decay, in silent contact, with that of the woman 
who, in life, had been so severe a scourge to* both. After a 
hesitation of a single moment, in deference to the young 
mourner, the gentlemen present, perceiving that he manifested 
a wish to remain, quitted the place in a body, with the excep- 
tion of the maimed officer, already mentioned, whom the reader 
has at once recognized to be Polwarth. When the men had 
replaced the stone above the mouth of the vault, securing it by 
« stout bar of iron, and a heavy lock, they delivered the key 
to the principal actor in the scene. He received it in silenoei 

20 
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and, droppitg gold into their hands, motioned to them to 
depart 

In another instant, a careless observer would have thought 
that Lionel and his friend were the only living possessors of the 
churchyard. But under the adjoining wall, partly hid from 
observation by the numerous headstones, was the form uf a 
woman, bowed to the eai'th, while her figure was eonoealed by 
the cloak she had gathered shapelessly about her. As soon as 
the gentlemen perceived they were alone, they slowly advanced 
to the side of this desolate being. 

Their approaching footsteps Vfere not unheeded, though, in- 
stead of facing those who so evidently wished to addresb lier, 
•he turned to the wall, and began to trace, with unconscious 
fingers, the letters of a tablet in slate, which was let into the 
brick-work, to mark the position ci the tomb <^ the Lechmeres. 

^ We can do no more," said the young mourner : " all now 
rests with a mightier hand than any of earth." 

The squalid limb, that was thrust from beneath the red gar- 
ment, trembled, but it still continued its unmeaning employ- 
ment 

*^ Sir Lionel Lincoln speaks to you," said Polwarth, on whose 
arm the youthful baronet leaned* 

. *^ Who I" shrieked Abigail Pray, casting a&ide h^ covering, 
and baring those sunken features, on which misery had made 
terrible additional inroads within a few days : '* I had ibrgotten 
— ^I had forgotten ! the son succeeds the father ; but the mother 
must follow her child to the gravel" 

^ He is honorably interred with those of his bloody and by the 
side of one who loved his simple integrity.'' 

" Yes, he is better )odged in death than he was in life 1 
lliank God 1 he can never know cold nor hunger moie." 

"^ You will find that I have made a provision for your future 
comfort ; and I trust that the close of your life will be happier 
Uian its prime." 

f* I am alon6," said the woman hoarsely. "^ The old will avoid 
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me, and the young will look upon me in scorn ! Perjury and 
revenge lie heavy on my soul P 

The young baronet was silent^ but Polwarth assumed the 
right to reply — 

^^ I will not pretend to asseiV said the worthy captain, " that 
these are not both wicked companions ; but I have no doubt 
you will find, somewhere in the Bible, a suitable consolation for 
each particular offence. Let me recommend to you a hearty 
diet, and Til answer £or an easy conscience. I never knew the 
prescription fail. Look about you in the world-— iloes your 
well-fed villain feel remoi'se ? No ; if s only wlien his stomach 
is empty, that he begins to think of his errors ! I would also 
suggest the expediency el commencing soon, with something 
substantia], as you show, altogether, too much bone, at present, 
for a thriving condition. I would not wish to say any thing 
distressing, but we both of us may remember a case, where the 
nourishment came too late." 

" Yes, yes, it came too late T' murmured the conscience- 
sti-icken woman: "all comes too late I even the penitence, I 
fear!" 

" Say not so," observed Lionel ; " you do outrage to the pro- 
mises of one who never spoke false !" 

Abigail stole a fearful glance at him, which expressed all 
the secret terror of her soul, as she half whispered — 

" Who witnessed the end ot Madam Lechmere ! did her 
spirit pass in peace fV 

Sir Lionel again remained profoundly silent 

" I thought it,** she continued : ** 'Tis not a sin to be forgot- 
ten on a death-bed ! To plot evil, and call on God, aloud, to 
look upon it! Ay 1 and to madden a brain, and strip a soul 
like his to nakedness ! Go," she added, beckoning them away 
with eamestnees : " ye are young and happy ; why should ye 
linger near the grave ! Leave me, that I may pray among the 
tombs ! If any thing can smooth the bitter moment^ it ia 
prayer." 
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Lionel dropped tlie key he held in his band at h<r feet, and 
said, before ho left her — 

^ Yon vault is closed forever, unless, at jour request, il 
should be opened, at some future time, to place you by the »de 
of your son. The children of those who built it are already 
gathered there with the exception of two, who go to the other 
hemisphere to leave their bones. Take it, and may heaven for- 
give you, as I do.** 

He let fall a heavy purse by the side of the key, and, with- 
out uttering more, he again took the arm of Polwarth, and to- 
gether they left the place. 

As they turned through the gateway into the street, each 
stole a glance at the distant woman. She had risen to her 
knees ; her hands had grasped a headstone, and her hce was 
bowed nearly to the earth, while, by the writhing of her form, 
and the humility of her attitude, it was apparent that her spirit 
struggled powerfully with the Lord for mercy. 

Three days afterwards^ the Americans entered, triumphantly, 
on the retiring footsteps of the royal army. The first among 
them who hastened to visit the graves of their fathers, found the 
body of a woman, who had, seemingly died under the severity 
of the season. She had unlocked the vault, in a vain effort to 
reach her child, and there her strength had failed her. Her 
limbs were decently stretched on the faded grass, while her 
features were composed, exhibiting in death the bland traces of 
that remarkable beauty, which had distinguished and betrayed 
her youth. The gold still lay neglected, where it had &llen. 

The amazed townsmen avoided this spectacle with horror, 
rushing into other places to gaze at the changes and the de- 
struction of their beloved birthplace. But a follower of the 
royal army, who had lingered to plunder, and who had wit- 
nessed the interview between the officers and Abigail, shortly 
succeeded them. He lifted the flag, and, lowering ihe body, 
closed the vault; then hurling away the key, he seized tha 
money, and departed. 
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The slate has long since mouldered from the wall ; the sod 
has covered the stone, and few are left who can designate the 
spot where the proud &milies of Lechmere and Lincoln were 
wont to inter their dead. 

So Lionel and Polwarth proceeded, in the deepest silence, to 
the Long Wharf, where a boat received them. They were 
rowdd to the much-admired frigate, that was standing ofT-and- 
on^ under easy sail, waiting their arrival. On her decks they 
met Ag&es Danforth, with her eyes softened by tears, though a 
rich flush mantled on her cheeks, at witnessing the compelled 
departure of those invaders she had never loved. 

^ I have only remained to give you a parting kiss, cousin 
Lionel," said the frank girl, affectionately saluting him, ^ and 
now shall take my leave, without repeating those wishes that 
you know are so often conveyed in my prayers," 

" You will, then, leave us T said the young baronet, smiling 
for the first time in many a day. ** You know that this cru- 
elty—" 

He was interrupted by a loud hem from Polwarth, who ad- 
vanced, and, taking the hand of the lady, repeated his wish to 
retain it forever, for at least the fiftietli time. She heard him, 
in silence, and with much apparent respect, though an arch 
smile stole upon her gravity, before he had ended. She then 
thanked him with suitable grace, and gave a final and decided 
refusal. The captain sustained the repulse like one who had 
seen much similar service, and politely lent his assistance to 
help the obdurate girl into her boat Here she was received 
by a young man, who was apparelled like an American ofiicer. 
Sir Lionel thought the bloom on her cheek deepened, as her 
companion assiduously drew a cloak around her f)rm to protect 
her from the chill of the water. Listead of returning to the 
town, the boat, which bore a flag, pulled dn^ectly for the shore 
occupied by the Americans; The following week; Agnes was 
united to this gentleman, in the bosom of her own family. 
They soon after took quiet possession of the house in Tremont- 
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ttreety and of all the large real estate left bjr Mrs. Lechmere, 
which had been previously bestowed on her, bj Cecil, as a 
dowiy. 

As soon as his passengers appeared, the captain of the frigate 
communicated with his admiral, by signal, and receiTed, in re- 
turn, the expected order to proceed in the execution of his trust. 
In a few minutes the swift vessel was gliding by the heights of 
Dorchester, training her guns on the adverse hills, and hurriedly 
spreading her canvas as she passed. The Americans, however, 
looked on in sullen silence, and she was suffered to gain the 
open ocean, unmolested, when she made the best of her way to 
England, with the important intelligence of the intended evacu- 
ation. 

She was speedily followed by the fleet, since which period, 
the long-oppressed and devoted town of Boston has never been 
visited by an armed enemy. 

During their passage to England, sufficient time was allowed 
Lionel and his gentle companion to reflect on all that had oc- 
curred. Together, and in the fullest confidence, they traced the 
wanderings of intellect which had so closely and mysteriously 
connected the deranged father with his impotent child ; and, as 
they reasoned, by descending to the secret springs of his disor- 
dered impulses, they were easily enabled to divest the inci- 
dents we have endeavored to relate, of all their obscurity and 
doubt 

The keeper, who had been sent in quest of the fugitive mad- 
man, never returned to his native land. No offers of fcxgive- 
ness could induce the unwilling agent in the- death of the bar- 
onet to trust his person, again, within the influence of the Brit- 
ish laws. Perhaps he was conscious of a motive, that none but 
an inward monitor might detect Lionel, tired at length with 
importuning without success, commissioned the husband of 
Agnes to place him in a situation where, by industry, his fu- 
ture comfort was amply secured. 

Polwarth died quite lately. Notwithstanding his maimed 
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limb, he contrived, by the assistance of his friend, to ascend the 
ladder of promotion, by regular gradations, nearly to its sum- 
mit. At the dose of his long life, he wrote Gen^ Bart, and 
M. P. after his name. When England was threatened with the 
French invasion, the garrison he commanded was distinguished 
lor being better provisioned than any other in the realm, and 
no doubt it would have made a resistance equal to its resources. 
In Parliament, where he sat for one of the Lincoln boroughs, he 
was chiefly distinguished for the patience with which he listened 
to the debates, and for the remarkable cordiality of the " Ay " 
that he pronounced on every vote for supplies. To the day of 
his death, he was a strenuous advocate for the virtues of a rich 
diet, in all cases of physical suffering, " especially,'* as he would 
add, with an obstinacy that fed itselt " in instances of debility 
from febrile symptoms." 

Within a year of their arrival, the unde of Cecil died, hav- 
ing shortly before followed an only son to the grave. , By this 
unlooked-for event. Lady Lincoln became the possessor of his 
large estates, as well as of an ancient barony, that descended to 
the heirs general. From this time until the eruption of the 
French Revolution, Sir Lionel Lincoln, and Lady Cardonnell, as 
Cecil was now styled, lived together in sweetest concord ; the 
gentle influence of her affection moulding and bending the fe- 
verish temperament of her husband, at will. The heir-loom of 
the fiunily, that distempered feeling so often mentioned, was 
forgotten, in the even tenor of then: happiness. When the 
heaviest pressure on the British Constitution was apprehended, 
and it became the policy of the minister to enlist the wealth 
and talent of his nation in its support, by propping the existing 
administration, the rich baronet received a peerage in his own 
person. Before the end of the century, he was further ad 
vanced to a dormant earldom, that had, in former ages, been 
one of the honors of an elder branch of his £unily. 

Of all the principal actors in the foregoing tale, not one is 
DOW living. Even the roses of Ced^ and Agnes have long since 
59 
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ceased to bloom, and Death has gathered them, iu peace and 
innocence, with all that had gone before. The histoiical facts 
of our legend are beginning to be obscured by time ; and it is 
more than probable that the prosperous and icffluent English 
peer, who now enjoys the honors of the house of Lincoln, never 
knew the secret history of his fisimily, while it sojourned in a 
remote province of the British empire. 




*' The enduring monuments of Fenimore Cooper are his works. 
While the love of country continues to prevail, his memory will exist in 
the hearts of the people. So truly patriotic and American throughout, 
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AMBBICAN PAINT£BS. New and enlarged edition, containing Biograplt 
ical Sketches of Sixty-eight American Artists, with One Hnndred and Foar 
Examples of their Work, engraved on Wood in the most perfect manner. 
One Tolnme, qnarto, cloth, extra gilt, price, $8.00 ; in ftill morocco, $15.00. 

A new edition of this superb work is now ready, extmdina the number qf en- 
gravingefrom eighty-three to one hundred andfoWj representing sixty-eight of 
ths leading painters. No similar work, in any country, illastrative of con- 
tcmporaneoas art, surpasses it in the number or excellence.of its engrayingB. 

BRITISH PAINTBBS. With Eighty Examples of their Work engrayed on 
Wood. One volume, quarto, cloth, extra gilt, price, $6.00; fnU morocco, 
$12.00. 

" British Painters/* in size and general character, is a companion-work to 
** American Painters." It contains eighty examples of their work, engraved on 
wood, representing forty painters, inclading Turner, Constable, Mulready, Wil- 
kie, Hayoon, Etty, Eastlake, Btanfield, Landseer, and Creswick, amoue earlier 
painters, and Faed, Alma-Tadema, Poynter^ Walker, Holl, Faton, and Keviere, 
among contemporaneous painters. 

A PHTSIGAX* TBBATISB ON BIiB0TBI€IT7 AND MAQNICTISM. 

■ By J. B. Hi Gk)RDON, B. A., Assistant Secretary of the British Association. 
8vo, with about 200 full-page and other Dlustrations. Cloth, price, $7.00. 

**Tbe want has long been felt of a work on Electricity, which should treat 
the subject much more fhlly than is done in the existing elementary works, and 
which should, at the same time, regard it from a physical as distinguished fiwm 
a mathematical point of view. In this work the aathor has attempted to meet 
the above want. All the higher and later experimental developments of the sci- 
ence are treated of, hot without the use of symbolical mathematics. Every phe- 
nomenon is considered, not as a mathematical abstraction, but as something 
having a real physical existence. It contains matter which, as far as the author 
is aware, has not yet appeared in any tex^book."— JSSr^roc^/rom Prtface, 

THB OBTHOBPIST. A PRONOtTNCiNa Manual, contaikinq about Thbbb 
Thousand Five Hundred Words, includinq a cokbidebablb nuxbbr 
or TBB Naubs or Forbion Authors, Artists, etc., that abb Oirsir 
msPBONOUNCED. By Alfred Atres. One volume, 18mo. Cloth, price, 
$1.00. 

This manual will be found invaluable to all persons desirous of making their 
pronunciation conform to the best usage and established authority. 

A BBIEF SYNOPSIS' OP THE COIiIJB<3TION I.AWS OP THB 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA. Compiled under the direction 
of Douglass and Minton, Attorneys of the Law and Collection Depart- 
ment of the Mercantile Agency of Dun, Wiman & Co. One volume, Svo. 
Cloth, price, $1.50. :..... 

This book will supply a want long felt by the business community, giving in 
a nutshell, as it were, the more important features of the laws relatinig to th« 
collection of debts throughout the whole country. ' ^ 
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FBOIK DBATH INTO UFE ; Ob, TWENTY YBAES OP MY MINIS- 
TRY. By the Rev, W. Haslax, author of " Bnlldlng from the Top," " The 
Threefold Gift of God;" «tc 1 T<d.i 12mo. With niuBtrations. Cloth. 
Price, $1.50. 

The work is a narrative of remarkable religions and ministerial experiences 
in a mining district in England, among a rnde, hearty, hardy, and indnstrions 
people. . . . The book is taken np with the sensation created by his new style 
of preaching, by accounts of numerous individual conversions, and of revivals 
among his.tumnltuoos and enthusiastic audience. It has attained a great suo- 
cesa in England. 

STUDIES IN THE MOUNTAIN INSTBUCTION. By Geobgb Dana 
BoABDHAK, D. D., author of '' Studies in the Creative Week," '^ Studies in 
the Model Prayer," etc. One vol., 12mo. Cloth. Price, $1.25. 

" This book consists of lectures; nine of which were delivered in Association 
Hail, Philadelphia, on ^Bcoesatve Tuesday nooas, during the autumn of 1880. 
Accordingly, ita style is marked by the characteristics of oral address. 

** As the iNSTBircTioB or thb Mountain underlies Authoritative Morality, 
tb» author sincerely hopes that the publication of these lectures may be of ser- 
vice in directing a^ntion to Chii^oan ethjics, ox the jTouoidation-Btones of true 
society."— iVig/octf. 

UNCIiE HEMVS: HIS SONGS AND HIS SAYINGS. The Polk-Lore of 
the Old Plantation. By Joel Chandlbb Habbis. 1 vol., ISmo. Cloth. 
Illustrated from Drawings by F. S. Church, whose humorous animal draw- 
i|igs are so well.known, and J. H. Moser, of Georgia. Priee, $1.76. 

" These sketches embody the best imiUtion of the negro clialeet, eharaeter, 
anq customs yet aUempted. They are natural, graphic, and amusinff to yonnir 
and old, Md will be doubly apprectoted bj those in the South whohave still i 
soft spot In their hearts for the good old time, and a tear trembling in the eyeMd 
and ready to be shed to the memory of the sable * uncles ♦ and ' aunties * of their 
youjth."— iir(?tr Orieam Picayune, 

ENDYMION. By the Right Hon. Benjashn Disbabli, Earl of Beaconsiield. 
8vo, paper, 7'5 cents; 12mo, cloth, $1.50. 

BfASHAIXAH! A FIiIGHT INTO EGYPT. A BOOK OP ADVEN- 
TURES AND TRAVEL ON THE NILE. By Chablbs Wabbbn Stod- 
dard, author of " South-Sea Idyls." Appletons' " New Handy-Volume 
Series." Paper, SO cents; cloth, 60 cents. 

POVEltlNA. An Italta Stbry. Appletohs' "JTew Handy-Voltime Series." 
18mo. Paper. Price, 85 cents. 
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Frenclilllfit, Wisdom, and Wickedness. 

Collected and translated hy J, De FINOD. 

One volume, 16mo. Cloth. Price, $1.00. 

This work consists of a collection of wise and brilliant sayings from 
French writers, making a rich and piquant book of fresh quotations. 



" Itis the qnintesBence of rich minds and hearts."--ir. F. Evening TeUffram, 

** A bright and spicy conection. Here we have the shrewdest sayings, In 
brief, of Voltaire, Boassean, La Rochefoucauld, Mme. de S£vign6, Hme. de Staffl, 
Be Masset, Victor Hugo, Sainte-Beuye, Balsac, George Baud, Alexandre Dumas, 
BouTestre, E. de Oirardlo, B6ranger, NapiCleon, and many others less known.**— 
N. T. Era, 

**• Those gems firom the French are colled from all authors, and are of all de> 
grees of wit, wisdom, and wickedness.*'— Aino York Oommerdal AdvertUer, 

** The wickedness is much the larger and the more interesting part of the 
book.**— ilTetff York Evening Exprett. 

^ A yery entertaintng volume for a circle of firlends who are short of topics of 
oottversation.**- J7ait^brtf Oourani. 

" The volume contains the pith of the bright sayings to be found in the works 
of the best writers of France. It is an admirable epitome of the philosophy it 
represents.**— Awl0fi Gazette. 

** The book is a charming one to take up for an idle moment, and is Just the 
thing to read to a mixed company of ladies and gentlemen.**— 3of<on Courier. 

**It is relishable and piquant to the highest degree.**— PU(!9&tff7 Telegraph. 

" A very attractive little volume. These selections are what the title indi- 
cates, * flashes.* Three hundred or more authors are represented, and every 
page of the book has something that is bright, piquant, and suggestive.**— ul/l&aiiif 
Evening Times. 

^ A well-chosen and well-arranged collection of those sharp and epigram- 
matic sayings for which the French are noted.**— C&i^nna^l OaieUe. 

** There is something here from every French author and statesman of any 
prominence.**— .iAony Argue, 

" A very attractive volume.**— ^Tmv Baven FaOadium. 
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